This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


r    ^. 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE 

OP   THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

PROM 

THE  TREATY   OF  PEACE 

TO   THE  ADOPTION  OP  THE 

PRESENT  CONSTITUTION. 

VOL.  IV. 


THE 
DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

FROM  THE  SIGNIMO  OF  THE 

DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OF  PEACE, 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1783, 

TO    THE 

ADOPTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION,  MARCH  4,  1789. 

BEING 

THE  LETTERS  OF  THE  PRESn>ENT8  OF  CONGRESS,  THE  SECRETARY 

FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS^ABfERlCAN  lONISTERS  AT  FOREIGN 

COURTS,  FOREIGN  MINISTERS  NEAR  CONGRESS-REPORTS 

OF  COMMITTEES  OF  CONGRESS,  AND  REPORTS  OF 

THE  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  ON 

VARIOUS  LETTERS  AND  COBfMUNICATIONS ; 

TOGETHER  WITH 

LETTERS  FROM  INDIVIDUALS  ON  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS. 


Publiahed  ander  the  direction  of  the  Secretunr  of  St&te,  from  the 

origiiml  Manuscripts  in  the  Department  of  State,  conformably 

to  an  Act  of  Ccmgreas,  approved  May  6,  1832. 


VOL.  IV. 


CITY  OP  WASHINGTON  s 

VEINT.ED   BT  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 
1837. 


Extract  from  an  Act  of  Congress,  approved  May  5tb,  1832,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Oovemment 
"  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two." 

'<  To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed,  under 
"  his  direction,  a  selection  &om  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of 
"  the  United  States,  between  the  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
''  dred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  fourth  of  March  one  thousand 
"  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  remaining  unpublished  in  the  De- 
"  partment  of  State,  twelve  thousand  dollars." 


J 


CONTENTS 


op  THE 


FOURTH   VOLUME 

DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 


Page. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay,     Paris,  Nov. 
19th,  1788       .  .  .  .  .3 

European  affairs.  An  wrrit  forbidding  the  importation 
of  foreign  whale  oils.  Letter  on  the  subject  to  the 
Count  de  Montmorin.  Asks  of  Congress  a  leave  of 
absence.  Consular  Convention  finished,  except  the 
ratification.  Recommends  Mr.  Short,  who  will  be 
charged  with  affairs  in  his  absence.  Crop  of  com 
short  in  France ;  desired  by  Mr.  Necker  to  make 
known  the  fact  to  American  merchants.  Jrrit  ,o( 
the  King's  Council  of  State  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  oUs.  Sept.  28th,  1788,  (11.) 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Count  de  Montmorin. 
Paris,  Oct.  23d,  1788  -  -  -  -     13 

Relative  to  the  arrit  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
whale  oils  and  ^rmaceti,  the  produce  of  foreign 
fisheries.    Observations  on  the  whale  fishery,  (16.) 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.      Paris,  Nov. 

29th,  1788 36 

An  arrSt  giving  a  premium  on  wheat  and  flour  from  the 
Unijed  States.  AflTairs  of  France.  Great  severity  of 
cokl.  European  afiairs.  The  King  of  England  a 
lunatic.  Jirrit  of  the  King^s  Council  of  State.  Nov. 
23d,  1788,  (38.)  Jrrit  of  the  King's  Council  of 
State.  Nov.  23d,  1788,  (39.)  Respecting  the  com- 
merce of  grain. 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  March  9th, 
1789   -  -  .  .  .  .43 

The  States  have  not  been  represented .  in  Congress. 
Business  neglected.  Members  of  the  new  Gtovem- 
ment  assembling.  General  Washington  known  to 
be  elected  President,  and  Mr.  Adams  Vice  Presi- 
dent.   Letters  received  to  the  29th  of  November. 


Vm  CONTENTS. 

Page. 

Approves  of  the  alterations  in  the  Consular  Conven- 
tion.   Conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  greatly  ccmxmended. 
Regrets  there  is  no  power  or  authority  to  grant  the 
leave  of  absence  requesred. 
From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  Joha  Adams.   Paris,  De- 
cember 5th,  1788    -        -        ...        .        -44 
The  admission  of  British  whale  oil  into  France.    The 
consequences.    Transmits  a  copy  of  his  etaservations 
on  the  whale  fishery. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.      Paris,  Jan. 

11th,  1799 47 

Excessive  cold  in  Europe.  Russian  military  opera- 
tions. Character  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  His  edu- 
cation—associates— conversation,  &c.  Progress  of 
France  in  her  revolution.  Arrangement  with  the 
General  ef  the  M athurins  to  provide  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  &e  prisoners  at  Algisrs.  Though  there  is  no 
definitive  answer,  thinks  the  last  million  loan  in  Hol- 
land may  be  counted  upon. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    Paris,  Jan.   14th, 
1789 .    54 

Relative  to  the  explanatory  arrit  on  the  subject  of 
whale  oils.    Has  received  a  letter  from  M.  Keeker. 
European  affairs.    Oezakow  taken  by  assault. 
From  M*  Necker  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     Versailles, 

Jan.  11th,  1789 -    56 

Relative  to  the  importations  of  whale  oils,  fish  oils,  &c. 
Encloses  an  uirit  of  the  King's  Council  of  State. 
Dec.7th,  1788,  (57.) 

From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Jan. 
21st,  1789 -    59 

The  French  Ministry  press  the  concurrence  of  the 
ITnited  States  in  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  fraudu- 
lent importation  of  British  whale  Oil  in  American 
bottoms.  From  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne  to  Thomas 
Jefferson.  June  18th,  1789,  (60.)  On  the  subject  of 
whale  oils. 
From  Thomas  Jefiersoo  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Feb. 

4th,  1789 62 

Relative  to  the  miseonduct  of  the  Count  de  Moustier. 
Repre^ntation  to  the  Count  de  Montmonn.    Leave 
of  absence  will  probably  be  given  to  M.  de  Moustier. 
M.  Ternant  wiU  be  sent  over  ad  Charge  d'Affakes. 
Frori^  the  same  to  the  same.    Paris,  March  1^, 
1789    .        ^        ...••-    65 
European  affairs.    Revolution  in  (Geneva.    Riots  in 
Brittany.    Has  received  a  letter  from  Admiral  Paul 
Jones,  dated  at  St.  Petersburg. 


CONTENTS.  UC 

Pfege. 
From  Tbom&s  Jefferson  to  Joba  Jay«    Paris,  March 
12ih,  1789 -        -    66 

Deane*»  t«ro  volames  of  iMttvs  And  abccm&ts  purdnsed. 
Has^written  to  a  friend  in  London  to  endenroito 
obtain  the  otho^  volames.    Letter  from  the  bankers 
in  Holland  on  financial  affairs.    France  engaged  in 
her  elections.    Affairs  of  Europe.    M.  del  Pinto  at 
the  head  of  the  Portagaese  Ministry.    Thinks  ifae 
negotiation  may  be  successfally  renewed  with  that 
Court. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Messrs.  Willinks  and  Van 
Staphorsts.     Paris,  February  22d,  178$     -         -    71 
On  financial  affairs.    Memorial  on  the  sjibject  of  the 
money  France  assumed  to  pay  the  Cmperor  for  the 
Dutch,  (73.) 
From  Thomi»^  Jefferson  to  Jobn  Jay.    Paris,  March 
15,  1789       .        -        -        -        -        -        -    77 

Certain  information  from  London  Aat  no  other  books 
of  Silas  Deane  exist,  but  the  two  purchased.    Po^ 
script:  affairs  in  the  north  <»f  Europe. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to   William  Carmtchael. 

Paris,  May  8th,  1789 78 

Papers  relative  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien  omitted  to  be 
enclosed  in  Mr.  OarmiehaePs  letter.    American  af- 
fairs.   Account  of  the  riot  in  Paris.    Opening  of  the 
States  General,  &,c. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.      Paris,  May 
9th,  1189      -        -        -         -        -        -        -    81 

Affairs  of  Europe.    Detailed  account  of  the  progress 
of  the  French  revolution.    Proposition  ofM.  Necker 
to  abolish  the  free  ports. 
Prom  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.      Parts,  May 

12th,  1789    .        - 87 

Continuation  of  French  affairs.    Health  of  the  Em- 
peror and  the  King  of  England.    Stores  seized  by 
Sohweighauser  and  DobrSe. 
Frdm  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  June  17tfa, 

1789 89 

No  letters  received  later  Uian  the  ^h  November. 
JDeath  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  Prospects  for  Russia. 
State  of  liealih  of  the  King  of  England.  Afidrs  of 
France.  Progress  of  the  States  General.  Profceed- 
iags  in  St.  Domingo.  De  Moustier  has  «sked  his 
conge,    Chaiacter  ef  M.  Necker. 

From  the  same  to  the  samfe.     Paris,  June  24tb, 
1789 98 

Contii^ation  of  Fren<^  affairs.    June  25th— Narra- 


X  CONTENDS. 

tion  continued.     WDl  keep  Mr.  Jay  infonned  of 
events. 
From  Thomas  J«fierson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  June 
29th,  1789       -  -  .  -  -104 

-    Transactions  at  Paris.    Letter  of  the  Kteg  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  cler^.    Similkr  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  ^obksse.    Progress  of  the  revolution. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.      Paris,  July 
19th,  1789       -  .  .  .  -  107 

List  of  letters  written^  fears  some  general  miscarriage < 
Capture  of  French  merchant  ships  by  the  Algerines. 
Insolence  of  those  pirates.  Scarcity  of  bread  in 
France,  and  proceeding  of  M.  Mirabeau  to  censure 
M.  Necker.  Continuation  of  the  details  of  the 
French  revolution.  Change  of  Ministry.  Taking 
of  the  Bastile.  Amtnde  honorable  of  the  King.  Visit 
to  Versailles.  M.  Montmorin  and  M.  St.  West  re- 
placed in  the  Ministry.  Postscript,  Juty  21.  Fur- 
ther changes  jn  the  Ministry. 
From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.      Paris,  July 

23d,  1789 118 

Proceedings  at  Paris.    Twoof  the  obnoxious  Ministry 
massacred. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  July 

29th,  1789 119 

Letters  received  from  Mr.  Jay  to  the  9th  of  March.  Re- 
storation of  M.  Necker.  Flight  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood  royal.  Tumults  supposed  to  be  excited  by  the 
British.  Disavowed  by  their  Ambassador.  State  of 
theKing  of  England. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Aug. 

5th,  1789        -  .  -  .  -  1«8 

.    State  of  Paris.    Nomination  of  other  Minu?ters.    Pro- 
ceedings of  the  National  Assembly.    Pretensions  of 
the  city  of  Paris. 
From   Thomas  Jefferson   to  William  Carmichael. 
Paris,  Augtwt  9th,  1789  -  -  -  124 

Expectation  of  permission  to  return  to  America.    Prob- 
able arrangement  of  the  new  American  Cabinet. 
American  aflfairs.    Affairs  of  France. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay. .    Paris,  Aug. 
12th,  1789      -  .  -  -  -  128 

The  National  Assembly,  how  occupied.    Paris  quiet. 
Distressing  details  from  the  country. 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New  York, 
June  19th,  1789  -  -  -  -  129 

Announces  Mr.  Jefiterson's  permission  to  return.    Mr. 


CONTSMTS.  XI 

Short  appointed  to  take  obaige  of  the  pablic  afiain. 
Caoses  of  the  delay  in  obtaining  the  leave  of  aboenee. 
Resolution  of  the  Senate.    Indisposition  of  the  Presi- 
dent.   Reasons  for  writing  informally. 
From  Thomas  Jeffec^oo  to  Jolio  Jay.     Paris^  Aug. 

27lh,  1789  ......  130 

Letter  of  June  19th  received.  Will  sail  directly  for 
Virginia.  Information  from  the  bankere  in  Holland 
OB  financial  affairs.  Aflkirs  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
Revolution  in  the  Bishopric  of  Liege.  State  of 
Paris,  and  details  of  affairs  in  France.  Character  of 
the  Dake  d'Orleans.  Project  of  selling  the  French 
West  India  islands  for  money*  The  idea  of  their 
emandpatien  prevailing  in  the  minds  of  some  mem* 
bers  of  the  National  A^mbly. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris/ Sept. 

J9lh,  1789  137 

Consigns  to  Mr.  Jay  a  box  of  officers'  muskets.  State- 
ment of  ships  fitted  out  by  the  English  for  the  whale 
fishery  in  1788  arid  1789.  The  General  of  the  order 
of  Mathurins  authorized  to  redeem  the  captives  at 
Algiers.  In  case  of  danger  of  bankruptcy,  has  direct- 
ed Mr.  Short  to  withdraw  United  States  funds  from 
the  hands  of  M.  Grand,  and  to  pay  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Condttet  of  M.  Marboisin  St.  Domingo. 
Improvement  of  American  oreilit  at  Amsterdam. 
Transfer  of  the  domestic  debt  to  Europe.  Unsuc- 
cessful issue  of  the  French  Inan.  Proceedings  of  the 
National  Assembly.  Parties  in  France.  Course  of 
the  Marqu^  de  la  Fayetie.  Speculations  upon 
European  affairs. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Havre,  Sept. 

30th,  1789  - 147 

Proceeds  to  Cowes,  and  thence  to  Norfolk,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Will  go  directly  to  his  own  house,  and  thence 
to  New  York.  Proceedings  of  the  National  Assem- 
,  bly.  State  of  the  French  finances.  Consumption  of 
bread  in  France.  Writes  to  M.  Neoker  on  the  im- 
portation of  salted  provisions  into  France.  Improve- 
ment of  our  commerce  at  Havre.  Arrangement  for 
lading  with  salt  at  Hoafleur. 


ENGLAND. 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  JOHN  ADAMS. 
From  the  Honorable  John  Adams,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary,  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
Congress.    London,  November  9tb,  1783  -  151 

In  September,  dangerously  ill  at  Paris.    On.  the  20th 


Page. 
October,  quitted  Autetiil,  neighbdrbood  of  Passy,  for 
London.  Arrived  in  London  the  96th  o£  October. 
Mr.  Jay  met  in  London.  In  a  private  capacity ; 
will  continue  so,  unless  authorized  to  negotiate  on 
coonnerce.  Commission  and  instrocitions  expected; 
upon  the  reception  of  which,  Mr.  Hartley  is  em- 
powered to  finish  business.  Thinks  the  negotiation 
would  succeed  better  here  than  at  Paris. 
From  the  same  to  the  President  of  Congress,  Lon- 
don, November  13tb,  1783      ...        -  153 

Opinion  of  the  Britisb  Ministry.  The  Kihg^  recom- 
mendation of  the  navigation  act.  The  coalition 
count  a  great  majority  of  membert  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  intend  to  strengthen  themselvefe;  in  what 
manner;  causes  for  apprehension  to  fhe  ruling  Minis- 
try. Demands  of  Ireland;  policy  pursued  towards 
that  country.  Difficulties  of  the  East  India  system. 
Public  credit,  A  deficjt  of  ^4,000,000.  A  loan 
difficult,  but  popular.  The  United  States  another 
object  of  debate  j  probable  friendly  course^  of  an 
(^position.  Difficulty  of  dissuading  the  administra- 
tion from  the  policy  their  proclamations  exhibit.  Lon- 
don the  only  suitable  place  for  negotiating.  Mode 
of  awing  the  Ministry.  Better  treating  in  London 
than  Paris,  even  if  Dr.  Franklin  be  associated. 
Letter  from  Mr.  Hartley.  Interview  requested.  Re- 
quest a  matter  of  mere  form.  Importance  of  the 
real  friendship  of  America.  Present  Ministers  affect- 
ing to  believe  otherwise.  Another  war  the  fatal 
consequence. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affiiirs. 
January  31st,  1785         -        -        -        -        *  157 

**  Resolution  to  send  a  Minister  to  Great  Britaip."  Re- 
solution, limiting  the  period  of  service  to  Ministers 
and  others,  to  three  years.  Feb.  18lh,  1785.  Elec- 
tion of  John  Adams  to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  Feb.  24, 1785. 
Report  of  Secretary  Jay,  of  February  5th,  1785  -  158 

Instructions  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at   the 
Court  of  Great  Britain. 
Report  of  Secretary  Jay,  Feb.  lOtb,  1785    -  -  159 

Case  of  Blair  McClenacfaan. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
March  7tb,  1785  ....  162 

Congress  permit  the  return  of  B.  Franklin. 

From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.  New  York,  March 
15ih,  1785  -        -        -        -        -        -  164 

Encloses  extracts  froqi  the  Journals  of  Congress,  which 
give  informatlott  of  his  appointment,  dbc. 


CONTENTS*  XUI 

Page. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.     March  18tb^  1785   -  164 

Delay  of  the  packet  in  ^sailing.  Commission,  instrac** 
tions,  dbc.  prepared*  Commissions  ta  John  Adams 
and  W.  S.  Smith. 

Extract  from  tbe  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  March 
14,  1785 165 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Bath  Hotel,  West- 
minster, May  29th,  1785  -  -  -  -  166 
Arrival  at  Westminster,  May  35th,  1785.  Meets 
Colonel  Smith,  and  visits  Lord  Caermarthen,  who 
gives  his  advice  with  regard  to  the  presentation  of 
credentials,  and  introduction  to  their  Majesties.  Cor- 
re^ppndence  with  the  Secretary  of  State  transmitted; 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     March  81,  1785  -  170 
Transmits  a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
21st  inst.  (171.) 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  New  York,  April  I3th, 
1785  -.-...-  171 

Refers  to  former  letters  coqamitted  to  Paul  Randall, 
Esq.;  letters  also  written  by  Captain  Lamb.  En- 
closes copies  of  papers  respecting  the  deportation  of 
negroes,  and  debts  due  British  merchants.  On  these 
aabjects  inslractious  partly  mm^  the  papers  are  there- 
fore iransmitied.  Papers  transmiticd  by  John  Jay 
to  John  Adams.  April  ISlh,  1785-  E^^ttraci  of 
a  letter  Jhjia  Sir  Gay  Carle  tan  to  General  Wash- 
inglon,  May  12,  1793,  (173.)  Extract  from  the 
general  order  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  April  15ih, 
1783,  (175.)  Copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
26lh  May,  17B3,  (175.)  Gen.  Washington  to  Sir 
Guy  Carletofi,  June  M,  17 S3,  (177.)  Extract  of  a 
letter  irom  Sii^  Guy  Cade  ton,  ux  auswer^  (177.)  lU- 
tract  of  a  le[ter  from  the  Commissioners  to  General 
WasbiDgton,  June  14th,  1T83,  (178,)  Extract  of  a 
le monstrance  from  the  Coramissionerg  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  (179.)  Copy  of  a  remonstrance  to  Sir 
Guy  Carletou,  June  9ib,  1783,  (18(1.)  Prom  Gene- 
ral  Washin[^toTi  to  the  President  of  Congress,  June 
38th,  1783,  (182,)  Copy  of  a  leUer  from  Sir  Gay 
Garleton  to  Robert  E.  Ltving&ton,  April  14th,  1783, 
(183.)  Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Wa9hington 
tp  the  President  of  CongresS)  May  8, 1783,  (184.) 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Sir  Guy 
Carieton,  May  6th,  1783,  (186.)  Conference  be- 
tween General  Wa^ington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
(188.)  Copy  of  the  appointment  and  iAstmotions  of 
the  ^ommismfmrs,  (il9^) 
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From  Johh  Adams  to  John  Jay.    London,  May 
36tb,  1785  -        -        .        .        -        .  194 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  31st 
March,  with  a  resolation  of  Congress  of  the  21st 
March.    Will  obey  the  spirit  of  the  resolution.   The 
course  of  his  Danish  Majesty  has  produced  a  more 
liberal  decision  in  England  in  conferring  holy  orders. 
Letters  of  the  13th  of  April  received.    No  news  of 
Captain  Lamb.    Opinion  of  the  French  Court  that 
Congress  should  .send  a  Consul  with  full  powers. 
Receipt  of  various  communieations  from  Mr.  Jay. 
Ministers  write  monthly,  but  possess  no  certain  evi- 
dence of  their  letters  being  received.    Visits  of  Eng- 
lish gentlemen ;  their  conversation.    Will  be  receiv- 
ed in  all  respects  as  other  foreign  Ministers.    It  does 
not  follow  they  will  do  what  &eir  honor  and  public 
faith  require,  either  with  regard  to  the  posts,  negroes, 
or  debtors.      Can  ascertain  nothing  until  publicly 
acknowledged,  aud  time  has  been  had  to  discu.ss  these 
questions.    P.  S.  Informed  by  Sir  Clement  C.  Dormer 
that  an  audience  will  be  granted  on  Wednesday. 
From  the  sdrae  to  the  same.     Bath  Hotel,  West- 
minster, June  1st,  1785  -        -        -        -  197 
Audience  of  his  Majesty.     Usual  ceremony,  and  all 
necessary  formalties,  with  some  marks  of  attention. 
Hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  give  some  opinion  q£  the 
dispositions  of  the  King  and  Ministers. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Bath  Hotel,  West- 
minster, 2d  June,  1785  ....  igg 
Advice  of  Lord  Caermarthen    and  others,  to  make 
speeches  to  iheir  Majesties,  being  in  accordance  with 
form  and  custom.    Invited  by  Lord  Caermarthen  to 
accompany  him  in  his  coach  to  Court.    Detailed  ac- 
count of  the  interview  with  the  Bang.    The  speech  of 
Mr.  Adams^  and  reply  of  the  King ;  manners  of  the 
King,  who  appeared  deeply  affected;  conversation 
which  ensued,  and  departure:    Other  ceremonies  to 
go  through ;  visit  to  the  Ctueen,  &C. ' 
From  the  same  to  the  same.    Bath  Hotel,  West- 
Aninster,  6th  Jtme,  1785           ...        -  203 
/          Movement  of  Scotch  merchants  who  had  debts  in 
/               America,  to  petition  Parliament ;  interview  wilh  the 
^  /               persons  delegated;  their  expectations.    Reply  and 
^               opinions  of  Mr.  Adams  upon  the  necessily  of  inlaw- 
ing time  to  the  debtors.     Pleasant  and  fortunate 
termination  of  the  business.    Delay  in  negotiation 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  Lord  Caermarthen. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adamsv  Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  August  3d,  1785          .        -        -        -  207 
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AtkBowiedges  the  receipt  of  letters  to  the  1st  Jane. 
Replies  to  the  various  subjects  of  those  letters. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Bath  Hotel,  West- 
minster, June  10th,  1785  -  -  -  211 
Introduction  to  the  Ctueen.    Speech  to  her  Majesty. , 
Gtueen^  reply.    Reasons  for  sending  an  account  of 
thes^  formalities  home.    Compliments  will  not  relax 
navigation  acts.  ,  Hare  it  in  our  power  to  enact  the 
same.    Scarcely  possible  to  calculate  their  naral  ad- 
vantages. 

From  the  same  to  the  same,      Westminster,  17th 
June,  1785       -  -  -  -  -  213 

Visit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  appointment.  His 
Lordship  expresses  his  good  dispositions  towards 
America.  Reciprocated  on  the  part  of  the  American 
people ;  but  some  causes  of  uneasiness  existing.  Six 
principal  points  to  be  discussed — the  posts  and  terri- 
tories ;  deportation  of  negroes ;  restrictions  on  trade, 
with  their  fatal  consequences ;  the  payment  of  debts 
contracted  before  the  war ;  the  construction  of  the 
armistice  of  the  20th  January,  1783,  and  the  decisions 
consequent  thereon ;  the  liquidation  of  the  chaiiges 
of  prisoners  of  war;  the  principal  heads;  comments 
upon  them.  Reply  of  his  Lordship ;  desires  some- 
thing in  writing  to  begin  with.  The  affair  of  the 
posts  the  most  pressing.  On  that  subject  Mr.  Adam^ 
communicates  the  tenor  of  his  instructions,  and  in- 
quires the  determination  of  Ministers.  His  Lord- 
ship will  himself  inquire. .  Future  course  of  Mr. 
Adams  laid  down.  P.  S.  Remarks  of  Lord  Caer-  , 
marthen  upon  the  proceedings  at  Boston,  which  he 
was  sorry  to  see.  Reply  thereto. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.  Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  August  26th,  1785        -  -  -  220 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  letters  to  the  17th  of  June. 
Report  of  John  Jny  to  Congress.     Office  ioi  For- 
eign Ad^iirs,  June  Sad,  17ri5      -  -  -  221 
From  Jolm  Adams  to  John  Jay,    B^ah  Hotel,  West- 
minsiefj  June  26ih,  1786           ^      ■      ^            -  224 
Ret-apitulaits  ttie  0th  article  of  the  confederacy.    Rc- 
comtnends  the  reconsideration   of  this  proviso,  the 
giving  additional  pow*?rs  to  Cnu^'i  cssi    Thinks  the 
pStalf  s  would  comply  wiih  such  recommendations  as 
WQiiid  impose  heavy  dii ties  upon  British  shipping,  or 
even  lo  prohj  bit  thein.    Thiaka  there  will  be  no  com- 
mercial rreaiy  imtil  England  is  made  to  feel  its  neces- 
sity,   AjpTaianr^  nf^lie  English  in  defence  of  their 
system^Tlow  met  by  the  Americans.    Visits  of  ot" 
£dal  pervons^their  sayings.    laierview  with  Lord 
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Hood;  co&versation.  Parties  reserved  apon  Aaaeri- 
can  affairs ;  afraid  of  each  other.  Unanimity  in 
Am^ican  mcasuresj  which  wil  make  them  feel,  cao 
alone  produce  a  fair  treaty  of  commerce. 
From  Jobo  Jay  to  John  Adams*  Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  September  6th,  1785     -  -  -^228 

AfliEur  of  Captain  Stiuohope  at  Boston.    Observations  on 
the  course  of  Great  Britain   towuds.  the   United 
States*    Their*  holding  the  posts  a  ptedge  of  enmity. 
Conduct  and  character  of  the  loyalists;  their  misre- 
presentations.   William  Pittj  England  will  be  mnch 
the  better  or  much  the  worse  for  him.    Arthur  Lee 
elected  to  the  vacant  Treasury  Board.    Grovemor 
Rutledge  decUnes  going  to  Holland.    Affair  of  M. 
Longchamps  adjusted. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal,  Aug.  17,  1785     -  231 
Letter  of  Governor  Bowdoin  of  Massachusetts,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Stanhope,  Of  his 
Britanxiic  Majesty's  ship  Mercury,  (231.)    Letters 
between  Captain  Sta<nhope  and  Governor  Bowdoin, 
numbered  l,i2,  3, 4  and  5. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   GrosveniNr  Square, 
Westminster,  July  19th,  17^    -  -  -  241 

Kequests  steps  may  be  taken  to  supply  Ministers 
abroad  with  the  laws  of  the  several  States.  Obliged 
to  a  fellow-dtizen  for  the  laws  of  New  York.  PleaSed 
with  an  act  of  the  8lh  session,  2d  meeting,  vesting 
the  United  States  in  commexci^  affairs  with  regulat- 
ing and  prohibiting  powers  for  fifteen  years;  com- 
ments thereon,  and  What  should  be  the  course  of  the 
United  States.  Acting  in  concert  enforced.  Dis- 
belief of  the  English.  Their  writings  and  opinions. 
Duke  of  P(^tland^  and  Mr.  Pitt^  administraticai  a 
demonstration  -of  it.  Believe  they  ean  monopcAi^^e 
the  American  trade,  and  build  their  hopes  upon  di- 
vision in  America.  Their  progress  in  the  arte,  their 
tasie  and  skill,  with  the  cheapness  of  their  goods,  they 
think  insure  them  a  preference,  whidi  is  proved  by 
the  influx  of  cash  and  bills  of  exchange  into  those 
kingdoms.  Hifierent  opinions,  however,  of  their 
prosperity,  and  their  American  commercial  transac- 
tions. People  deceived  by  falsehoods.  A  disposi- 
tion to  war  with  the  United  States.  Their  poverty 
'  a  restraint.  Attachment  to  their  navigation  act.  De- 
termination to  consider  us  foreigners,  to  draw  away 
our  seamen;  therefore  despairs  of  any  treaty  until 
they  feel  the  necessity  for  it.  Recommends  that  the 
States  should  give  the  same  power  which  has  been 
graated  by  the  State  of  New  York,    No  hopes  of  a 
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treaty  withoat  the  aoanimons  eoncutenee  of  all  the 
States  in  vigorous  measures. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square^ 
Westmioster,  July  29tb,  1785  -        -        -  246 

Encloses  copiesof  letters  to  Lord  Caennarthen,  with  the 
projet  of  a  commercial  treai^r.  Eeasons  assigned 
for  this  prooedoie,  which  will  embanass  the  English 
Ministry.  Expects  no  ooitntH}<projely  nor  any  an- 
swer for  a  long  time.  No  airaiigemeat  will  be  made 
unless  the  Congress  should  have  delegated  to  them 
supreme  power  in  matters  of  foreign  commerce,  and 
after  a  finn  exercise  of  Uiat  supremacy. 
From  John  Adams  to  Lord  CaermanbeD.  Grosvenor 
Square,  July  14th,  1785  -        ^         -         -  248 

Quotes  ihe  22d  artide  of  the  preliminary  treaty.    The 
same  stipulati DPS  with  Spain*    Vessels  capttired  and 
•  condemned  ip   violation  of  tiie  artlcic*     Imprtipcr 
transition  of  ^^jttsqvt'ava  isles  Canmies.^*    Gires  the 
originaL    Intention  cff  the  t^OIllrac!ing  parties.     Pro- 
poses to  change,  by  convention,  (be  phiaseology^  bo 
as  to  read  jiisgu'^  fa  hiitude  dts  isla  Canurks. 
From  John  Adams  to  Lord  Caermarthen.   Grosvenor 
Square,  July  27lh,  1785  -        -        -         -  250 

Informs  his  Lordship  of  the  judgment  rendersd  in 
New  York  under  a  mistaken  interpretation  of  the  ar- 
mlEilice,  Similar  tkt^rees  in  CoMeeiieut  and  Rhode 
Iflland.  Appeal  lies  from  the  States*  admiraJty 
courts  to  a  court  appointed  by  Congress,  Pariiea 
^tmld  have  appealed*  Deci^^i&tjs  of  Massachusetts 
and  all  the  oih^  States,  with  those  of  die  court  tf 
Halifai,  conforiuable  lo  ihe  true  intention  of  the 
annistice»  In  order  to  render  the  deciaiotrs  of 
coiarts  conformable  to  each  other,  proposes  a  declara- 
tion in  the  form  enclosed.  Form  of  declaration  pro- 
posed in  the  preceding  letter  {353/J 
From  John  Adams  lo  Lord  Caernoarthenp  Grosvenor ^^->. 
Square,  July  29lh,  1785  -         -        -        -[255} 

Statement  of  Uie  diffibnkies  in  commerce  between  the^^-^ 
United  States  and  Gteat  Britain.  No  political  ar- 
rangements existing,  it  was  supposed  trade  would  re- 
sume its  fbrmer  coofse.  Debtors  tuabie  to  make  k- 
mittances^ineoDseqne&ceof  impedimenls.  Submits 
to  his  Lordship  tiie  p(dic7  of  persereroigr  in  their  re- 
strictive system,  and  thereby  aJienatiag  iLmerican 
oommereejorlbiouig  them  to  find  subatitates  withottier 
nations,  or  in  man^aetures  at  home.  With  a  view 
to  a  candiid  discussiOta,  proposes  to  his  Majesty's 
Vql.  iv.-^B 
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Ministers  the  projet  of  a  flair  and  equitable  treaty  of 
commeFce.    Sabmits  the  question  whether  the  nego- 
tiation shaU  be  conducted  with  his  Lord$hip  or  any 
other  person. 
Draught  of  a  coramercial  treaty  submitted  to  Lord 
Caermarthen,  containing,  twenty-six  articles         -  257 
Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  draught  of  a  commer- 
cial trea^,  Peb.'2,  1786,  (271.) 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.    Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  August  3d,  1785  -        -        -        -272 

Transmits  his  report  of  the  9th  June,  1785,  with  the 
letter  of  John  Carter,  on  the  detention  of  American 
prisoners,  (272.)  ' 

From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     New  York,  Oc- 
tober 14th,  1785    - 274 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  letters  to  the  29  th  July, 
with  their  enclosures.  Agrees  with  Mr.  Adams  in 
opinion  as  to  the  conduct  and  policy  of  the  United 
States.  Character  of  the  present  Congress.  Let- 
ters of  Mr.  Adams  useful.  Remarks  upon  his  silence 
touching  the  posts.  Will  communicate  the  acts  of 
'  the  State  Legislatures.  War  with  Algiers  may  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  navy.  •  Doctor  fYankJin  at 
Philadelphia ;  hopes  ke  will  reconcile  parties.  Con- 
gratulations on  the  issue  of  the  discussions  with  the 
Netherlands. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  August  6th,  1785 

Change  of  the  spirit  of  the  times  since  December,  1783^ 
favorable  disposition  at  that  period  to  America.  The 
national  system  not  then  settled.  Since,  commerce 
has  reverted  to  its  old  channels.  The  English  boast 
that  it  can  flow  in  no  other.  Opinions  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  navigation  acts;  causes  of  this  opinion.  The 
course  o^  the  United  States.  Refers  to  discussions  in 
Congress  in  1774.  Great  Britain  has  commenced 
comnaercisd  hostilities,  originating  in  jealousy.  They 
consider  us  aa  dangerous  rivals,  and  are  fearful  of 
their  manufacturers,  merchants,  andseamen  passing 
over  to  us.  If  a  commercial  war  is  to  be  waged, 
advises  temperance  and  ■  circumapeetion.  Would 
not  advffie  the  struggle  if  there  was  any  prospect  of 
justice  witibiout  it.  No  answer  irom  Lord  Caermar- 
thenj  will  not  press  one. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Grosvenor  Square, 

Westminster,  August  8th,  1785         -        -        -  280 

Suspects  Ministers  of  a  design  to  impose  the  shackles  of 

the  navigation  acts  upon  Ireland,  that  the  three  king* 

doms  may  act  in  concert  against  America.    Hints  of 

a  tmion  with  Ireland  thrown  out  in  Parliament.  Minis- 
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terial  publications.  Extract  from  the  bill  grounded 
on  the  twenty  propositions  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  extract 
proves  the  design  of  drawing  Ireland  into  the  combi- 
nation. Jealousy  of  the  United  States  not  confined 
to  England.  France  or  England  would  rather  serve 
the  other  than  the  United  States  .Statute  of  5  Ric.  2, 
c.  3  quoted.  If  the  United  States  were  able  and  wdK 
ingto  imitate  this  statute,  what  would  be  its  conse- 
quences. Character  of  the  people.  Are  they  capable 
of  the  exertion  ?  What  would  foreign  nations  say '? 
Such  an  act  would  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  British 
commerce,  revenue,  and  naval  power.  Suggests  a 
heavy  duty  on  foreign  ships.  Speculations  upon  pro- 
hibitory acts  of  Uie  Uckited  .  States.  Foreigners 
should  not  participate  in  the  coasting  trade.  Vast 
increase  of  American  naval  power  will  be  the  conse- 
quence in  a  few  years.  France  and  England  equally 
iniktuated  with  regard  to  America. 
Firom  John  Adams  to  John  Jay,  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  August  10th,  1785        -        -        -  287 

AiT^t  of  the  King  of  France  worthy  of  consideration. 
First  avowal,  by  any  Sovereign,  of  commercial  prin- 
ciples so  generous  and  noble.  The  United  Slates 
have  propagated  the  sentiment,  and  have  more  cause 
of  complaint  that  liberty  is  not  universally  admitted. 
Selfish  policy  of  England.  Fearful  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  imitate  her  practice.  Woul4  venture  upon 
monopolies  and  exclusions,  if  fotmd  to  be  the  only 
arms  of  defence.  Future  course  and  policy  of  the 
United  States.  Wisties  no  distinction  between  the 
ships  and  mariners  of  different  States;  should  have 
greater  privileges  lli&n  foreigners. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.  New  York,  No- 
vember 1st,  1785    - 289 

Letters  received  to  the  10th  August    Agrees  with  Mr. 
Adams  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done.    Diversity  of 
opinions  in  the  United  States.    Advices  of  war  with 
Algiers. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     New  York.  No- 
vember 1st,  1785 -  291 

Transmits  an  act  of  Congress  of  13th  October,  1785, 
onBritish  claims  and  encroachments  upon  the  north- 
eastern boundary.    Encloses  copies  of  papers  No.  1 
to  14,  inclusive. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  November 
1st,  1785 325 

Ehdoses  the  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  compen- 
sating the  services  of  Monsieur  Dumas. 
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From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  Novem- 
ber 2d,  1785 325 

Introdaces  Mr.  Hoadon,  the  celebrated  sculptor  of 
Paris.  Employed  to  make  a  statue  <^  General 
WashiQgtoQ. 

From  John  Adaras  to  John  Jay.   Grosvojaor  Square,x~^v^ 
Westminster,  August  25th,  1785       -        -        4  326^ 
Long  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt.     Minute  detail  ol\^/^ 
what  passed  at  the  conference.    Difficulty  of  elicit- 
ing opinions ;  reaaons  for  their  silence.    Mr.  Pitt 
more  open  than  was  expected.    Would  be  pleased 
at  receiving  answers  to  communications,  but  does 
not  expect  tiiem.  •  Thinks  the  navigiitiwi  actif  will 
be  suffered  to  go  into  operation  experimentally. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  August  28th,  1785  -  -  -^337 
Encloses  for  Congress  the  statute  25  Geo^  3,  c.  81>  with 
S5  Geo.  3,  c.  67,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  cer- 
tain tools,  ^d  the  seducing  artificers  or  workmen 
to  go  into  parts  beyond  the  seas;  enumerates  the 
prohibited  tools,  as  going  to  show  ihe  spirit  of  that 
country  towards  the  United  States.  This  statute  a 
volume  of  politics  for  us.  Facility  of  obtaining 
the  same  tools  in  France,  with  printed  descriptions. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  August  29th,  1785  -  -  -  339 
liiberal  system  of  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
France  an  artful  appearance  of  it .  By  •otur  liberali- 
ty, England  and  France  make  a  irreater  advantage 
of  their  monopolies.  A  sketch  d  the  commercial 
conflict  between  England  and  France  during  the 
reigns  of  the  Stuarts.  The  effect  of  the  policy  of 
England  upon  the  United  States.  Can  only  be 
counteracted  by  navigation  acts.  Prohibitions, 
protecting  duties  and  bounties. 

From  John  Adaras  ta  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  Atigost  30th,  1785  -  -  -  344 
Necc^ty  of  me  United  States  imposing  restrictions. 
Would  exclude  British  ships  from  ''coming  and 
dealing  in'*  our  exportations.  Other  nations  might 
be  permifted,  unless  the  English  found  means  to 
mamige  our  exportations  throngh  them.  A  retalia- 
tion for  the  exclusion  of  American  ships  from  th^ 
British  dominions.  How  long  wiU  Americans  con« 
sent  to  pay  four  to  fiveiiundred  per  cent,  upon  ar« 
ticles  of  their  prodoce ;  while  Britisb|iubjects  pay 
but  ten  per  cent,  upon  any  of  their  commodities  in 
our  ports?  Refers  to  the  stipulation  of  the  18th 
article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  concerning 
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new  arrangement  of  eommerce ;  also  10  the  9th 
articleof  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Crawford  sent  to  Franise,  to  treat  nnder  the 
above  article.  Nothing  will  be  effected.  Fixed 
intention  of  the  English  Ministers  to  presenre  peace 
with  France  and  Spain.  If  the  expectations  and 
hypothesis  of  Mr.  Pitt  are  justified  in  1780,  which 
he  deelared  at  the  opening  of  the  budget  in  1785, 
they  will  persevere  in  their  course  towards  Ame- 
rica, in  spite  of  remonstrances,  prohibitions,  and  r^* 
taliation,  wage,  a  new  war,  and  keep  possession  of 
the  western  posts.  America  no  party  in  her  favor. 
Patience  will  do  no  good  under  the  unequal  bur- 
dens. Nothing  but  retaliation.  How  England 
may  further  injure  us.  Our  only  resource  to  ex- 
port our  own  produce,  and  encourage  manufac- 
tures. System  of  the  Ministers  not  yet  digested,* 
dependant  upon  contingencies. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  August  31  st^  1785         -         -       .'-350 
Anecdole   uf  an  rtalian  Ambassador.    His  mode  of 
obtaining  iniellij^eace.    Ministerial  mode  of  sound- 
ing the  English  people.    The  method  put  in  prac- 
tice upou  the  atl  miss  ton  of  American  ships  and  oil. 
tTiianinwus  voice  agtatnst  it.    Remarks  made  to  Mr. 
•         Pitt    upon   the    political    writers;    their    theories, 
oriiurjii^*  correct?    I  heir    errors.    Present  subjects 
of  dbcusf^ioii  by  the  English  press.    Caution  of  the 
Ministers ;    )'et   si] p poses,  from   some   manifested 
anxieL3%  that  proposiiions  have  been  made  to  the 
Courts  of  France  and  Spain  in  relation  to  pending 
negotiations. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  September  2d,  1785  -  .  -  353 
Mr.  Temple  has  gone  to  America  as  Consul  General. 
No  proposition  has  yet  been  made  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  tq  America.  Recommends  the 
step,  but  waits  the  instructions,  of  Congress.  Ad- 
vantage of  there  beiog  a  Minister  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Thinks  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Temple  should  be  met  by  corresponding  ap- 
pointments. Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  beneficial 
to  Ministers.  Recommends  the  appoinimJent  of  Con- 
suls in  Holland,  Sweden,  and  Prussia.    "Wlierefore. 

From  the  same  to  the  same,    Grpsvenor  Square, 
Sept.  3d,  1785       -        -        ^        *•        -        -  854 
Introduces  Mr.  John  Wingrove.    His  knowledge  of 
the  East  Indies. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Grosvenor  Sqirare, 
Westminster,  Sept  6th,  1785  -        -        -  355 
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Acknowledges. te  receipt  of  Uitflts  of  the  3d  Aq- 
gQst.    Letters  of  credence.    Omission  to  the  Clueen 
explained  to  Lord  Caermarthen.  Expects  no  answer 
concerning  the  posts  until  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
Silence  of  the  Ministers.    People  d^ontented,  and 
danger  of  mobs.    The  lower  order  favorably  dis- 
posed to  America ;  hence  the  efforts  of  the  press  to 
counteract  this  tendency,  and  prevent  emigration. 
The  Danish  Minister  informed  of  the  resolution  of 
theSlst  of  March, 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square. 
Westminster,  Sept.  15th,  1785  -  -  -  357 

Transmits  by  Mr.  Charles  Storer  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  and  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Slates  General  of  the  United  Netherlands. 
Wishes  the  receipt  may  be  noted  in  the  Journals  of 
Congress. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.    New  York,  No- 
vember 26th,  1785        -  .  -  -  357 
Meeting  of  Congress  and  election  of  Mr.  Hancock 
president.    Has  received  letters  to  the  15th  Septem- 
ber, with  their  enclosures — ^laid  before  Congress. 
Encloses  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sioners respecting  the  deportation  of  negroes,    Mr. 
Temple  arrived.    Acts  of  Rhode  Island  regulating 
trade.    Partial  acts  may  produce  a  general  system. 
The  Federal  Government  alone  competent  to  the 
task. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Orosvenor  Square, 
October  15th,  1785      -            -            -            -  359 
Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  6th  September,  with  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  August,  received.   Agrees 
with  Mr.  Jay  in  the  sentiment,  that  it  is  the  in-  . 
terest  of  England  and  America  to  be  well  with 
each  oAer;  but  such  is  now  the  opinion  of   no 
party.    The  reply  to  the  demand  for  the  surrender 
of  the  posts,  only  certain  hints  about  the  debts.    No 
formal  requisition  yet  made  by  memorial.    Will  do 
it  at  the  proper  time,  if  so  instructed ;  but  would  be 
glad  of  the  orders  of  Congress.    Different  modes  of 
affecting  England,  and  countervailing  her  restrict 
tions.    Mr.  Barclay  appointed  to  go  to  Morocco — 
other  appointments.    Can  obtain  no  answer  from 
the  Ministry.     Other  foreign  Ministers  in  the  same 
predicament.    The  idea  of  a  treaty  with  America 
has  raised  the  value  of  stocks ;  but  entertains  no  san- 
guine hopes. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Grosvenor.Square, 
Oct.  17lh,  1785            -            .            .            -362 
Keutral  policy  of  the  United  States.     Jealousy  of 
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France  and  England.  Reasons  for  diminishing  the 
power  of  the  United  States.  An  alliance  courted 
by  England,  and  wherefore  rejected.  Something 
expected  which  America  cannot  concede.  Import- 
ance of  the  question  now  before  the  Ministry— 
Whether  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  ihfe  United 
States  or  force  them  into  other  and  doser  connex- 
ions of  alliance  ind  commerce  with  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland.  Treaty  with  Portugal.  Commercial 
stipulations;  their  vast  influence.  The  United 
States  may  form  a  new  commercial  treaty  with 
Prance  upon  the  same  principles.  Its  fatal  eflfect 
upon  England.  What  should  form  the  basis  of  a 
commercial  treaty.  The  United  States  believed  in- 
capable of  acting  with  energy.  Embarrassed  in 
treating— how  far  plradent  to  go.  Despair  of  the 
Ministry* 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay,    Grosvenor  Square, 
October  21st,  1785       -  -  -  -  367 

Visit  to  Lord  Caermarthen  by  appointment.  Delivers 
a  memorial  for  the  discharge  of  Americans.  The 
correspondence  of  Gov.  Bowdein  and  Capt.  Stan- 
hope, and  a  letter  concerning  the  questions  agitated 
at  Paris  by  the  Duke  of  Dorset.  Details  a  long 
45Dnversation  wilh  the  Minister  on  canimeree  and 
navigation.  Unsatisfactorj  result  Sayings  of  j>cr-, 
soi^is  hoistile  to  Lhe  United  States,  Indecision  of 
iJie  Minislry  owing  to  their  not  knowing  how  to  act* 
Fearful  of  allemptmgwhat  they  onght  to  do.  The 
commerce  of  America  wiU  have  no  relief,  unlil  she 
has  relaJiat<?J.  Navigation  acts TvilJ  avail  in  treating 
with  France  and  Holland  as  well  as  Engtaufi^  Situa*-  * 
tion  of  Ea^land.  Unioa  of  all  parties  agaimt  Auje- 
rica.  Tiic  remedies  which  Cf>ngres3  a  ad  the  States 
have  it  in  their  pom^r  to  apply.  Money  ia  Amster- 
dam nearly  exhausted.  Extravagance  uf  a  party  in 
England  ^vhichivould  force  Mr*  Pi  It  into  a  war  witli  .. 
America.  Ulse  of  the  stocks.  Tfational  pride  and  ^ 
vaiuiy  increased  in  a  greater  proporKon*  His  oulf 
hope  in  the  resolution  and  unanimiiy  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

From  John  Aflame  to  John  Jay.     Grosv^enor  Square^ 
Westminster,  Oct, 25,  1785       ^  "-'  ?,       -  378 

Attempt  of  the  Crown  to  rtlax  the  na^Tfgradoa  act  m 
the  ifL^aty  Willi  Pormg:^!.     ParUoci^nt  and  the  na- 
.       tion  would  not  admit  it,    ConsequeDt  restraint  up- 
on ihe  Ministers)  a  ad  fear  of  venturing  upon  a  trea- 
ty with  Ameriea,  iitjtwilhstandijig  the  sense  of  Par- 
liament,    Ejcpl ration  of  \h^  American  intercour&e 
.       act^  and  ihe  Newfotttidland  act.     The  revival  of 
***     those  statutes  ivill  hung  on  tlebate.     Sketch  of  a  de-  "  ' 
bate  ^hich  ensued  upon  Mr.  Fitted  movini^  to  biing'' 
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in  a  bill  for  confining,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  his  Majesty^ 
subjects  in  the  island  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread, 
flour,  and  live  suxk,  to  be  imported  in  none  but 
British  built  ships,  belonging  to  British  subjects. 
Reasons  for  giving  this  abridgment  of  the  debate. 
The  United  States  may  learn  from  it  their  duty. 
A  plain  induction,  viz:  that  no  man  of  any  party 
had  the  courage  to  declare  himself  for  a  free  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  any  of  the  British 
dominions  in  America.  Mr.  Pitt  against  a  total  pro- 
hibition, but  would  confine  the  intercourse  to  so  few 
articles,  that  the  United  States  must  reject  the 
narrow  intercourse.  A  settled  plan  to  dupe  us  out 
of  our  carrying  trade.  If  the  United  States  submit, 
they  deserve  the  contempt  of  the  world.  The  hon- 
orable stand  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 
Hopes  Ckmgre^s  will  not  be  lulled  by  any  fair  ez^ 
pressions  of  Mr.  Temple.  No  reasonable  relief 
can  be  obtained  for  our  commerce  from  England. 
The  questioa  sntoiitted,  What  shall  America  dol 
Advises  retaliations  and  prohibitions.  National  pre- 
judice in  favor  of  the  navigation  act,  from  the  opin- 
ion the  United  States  cannot  unite  in  laws  and  mea- 
sures which  would  make  one. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
October  27th,  1785       -  -  -  -  393 

Papers  relative  to  Captain  Stanhdjpe  to  be  sent  to  Lord 
Howe  by  the  Marqms  of  Caermardien.    His  Lord- 
ship's opinion  of  the  letter.    The  Court  will  proba- 
bly disapprove  of  tiiem. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.    New  York,  De- 
cember 5th,  1785         -  -  -  -  394 
Transmits  an  act  of  Congress  respecting  Mr.  Temple, 
which  is  believed  to  be  just  and  liberal.    Extract 
from  the  Secret  Journals,  Dec.  22, 1785,  (394.)  ^ 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.    Office  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  January  3d,  1786          -            -  -  395 
Encloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Slst  of  December 
from  Mr.  Temple.    Direction  of  Congress  to  com- 
municate it  to'  his  Britannic  Msgesty,  with  the  de- 
termination of  Congress  thereupon.    The  office  of 
Consul  General  does  not  extend  to  matters  of  this 
kind.    May  intimate  that  Congress  expect  a  Minis- 
ter.   The  British  Court  would  receive  more  accu- 
rate information  dian  they  tit  present  obtain.    Let- 
ters acknowledged  to  the  27th  October,  1785. 
Report  of  Secretary  Jay,  Jan.  31, 1786,  (287.) 
Bcport  of  Secretary  Jay,  March  2Si,  1786,  (399.) 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     New  YoA;,  Feb- 
ruary 3d,  178$            -           .           -  -  407 


Leltears  fram  Mr.  Ad«ms  to  the  37tii  of  October,  with 
their  enclosures,  under  the  oonsidentkm  of  Con- 
gress. Transmits  two  rejportsof  Secretary  Thomp- 
son. Vessels  about  to  sail  for  Canton.  Indications 
of  jealousy  with  the  Dutch.  A  rich  oargo  direct 
from  Indk.  Consequences  important.  Advance 
of  the  public  paper  of  New  York.  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  Congress,  Jan.  4, 1786  (409.) 

From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     New  York,  Feb. 
22d,  1786 414 

Transpiits  papers  relative  to  Massachusetts.  Nine 
States  not  yet  represented.  Growth  of  federal 
q;)inions,  greater  progress  in  the  north  than  south. 
Copies  of  papers  refened  to,  with  the  report  of 
Mr.  Jay  thereon,  (415.) 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  November  4tb,  1785         •  -  428 

Arr^t  of  the  King  of  France,  granting  a  bounty  of 
ten  livres  pe^  quintal  upon  fish  of  the  French  fish^ 
erie6,and  an  impost  upon  all  foreign  fish.  Com^ 
municates  the  fact  to  Lord  Caermarthen.  His  Lord- 
ship^s  character.  Mr.  Pitt-.change  of  sentiments 
towards  America.  Doubts  his  return  to  first  prin* 
pies,  unless  forced  by  American  navigation  acts. 
Proceedings  at  Charleston  encouraging.  Trade 
with  America  must  come  under  the  consideration 
of  Parliament.  Their  deliberations  only  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  American  navigation  acts.  English 
nation  blinded  by  prejudice  and  passion.  State  of 
the  British  press. 
From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.  Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  May  1st,  1786  -  -  -  431 

Informs  of  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  protract  ne- 
gotiations. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  November  5th,  1785         *  -  432 

Return  to  London  of  the  Chevalier  Pinto.  Commu- 
nicates the  desire  of  the  Court  of  Portugal  to  form 
a  treaty  vnsk  &e  Unit^  States.  DetaU  of  a  eon-] 
versation  upon  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries, 
and  preUnunary  measures.  Observations  of  the 
Chevalier  upon  the  British  navigation  act.  In- 
quiries into  Ae  views  of  the  United  States  with  re- 
gard to  a  Minister  and  Consul.  American  ships 
will  be  admitted  at  Macao.  Cteneral  contest  for  the 
carrying  trade.  ^  Commercial  treaties  become  fash- 
ionable. Attempts  to  retani  the  progress  of  tiie 
United  States. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.  Grosvenor  Square, 
November  11th,  1785  .  -  -  -440 
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Trade  to  India,  and  advice  to  merchants.    The  direct 
trade  to  be  promoted  by  imposing  heavy  duties  up- 
on India  goods  via  Europe.    The  intercourse  wor- 
thy of  attention.    Propriety  of  Americans  conduct- 
ing themselves  well  towards  the  natives.    Mr.  Jay's 
report  on  the  preceding  letter,  (442.) 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Grosvenor  Square, 
November  24th,  1785     .        -        -        .        .  443 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  letters  of  the .  14th  October. 
Defensive  alliance  between  France  and  Holland, 
signed  at  Paris  the  10th  inst.    English  attempt  to 
defeat  the  measure.    Thinks  the  power  of  England 
endangered,   and   that  America  should  join  the 
defensive   alliance.      Nothing  can   be  effected   in 
London.      Contemptible  opinion    of    the    British 
/Ministry.    The  late  event  presents  an  opportunity 
for  presenting  a  memorial  concerning  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  posts.    Believes  they  will  not  comply, 
or  return  an  answer.    Distrust  of  leading  politi- 
cians in  England ;  their  total  want  of  patriotism. 
Fox  and  his  friends  ruined  by  expenses  of  the  last 
elections.    North  and  his  friends  afraid  of  popular 
vengeance.     Therefore,  sees   nothing    to   prevent 
America  passing  navigation  acts,  or  even  forming  a 
new  alliance  with  France.    Russia  as  well  as  Por- 
tugal piqued  with  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.    In- 
quiry lately  made,  why  the  United  States  did  not 
make  advances  to  the  Empress  of  Russia? 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Grosvenor  Square, 
November  24th,  1785     -        -        -        -        -  446 
Professicm  of  Shclbume.    England  in  danger  of  con- 
vulsions.   Ill  ejects  of  the  States  splitting  up  into 
small   communities    demonstrated    from    history. 
Propositions  to  that  effect  do  harm  abroad ;  being 
considered  indicative  of  'restlessness  of  disposition. 
Thinks  this  spirit  should  be  checked.    Had  heard 
of  Doctor  Franklin's  arrival  in  Philadelphia.    Hopes 
he  will  reconcile  the  Pennsylvanians  to  certain  al- 
terations in  their  constitution.  , 
From  the  same  to  the  same.     Grosvenor  Square, 
Westminster,  December  2d,  1785      ...  448 
Encloses  copies  of  letters  to  and  from  Lord  Caermar- 
then,  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Anstey  to  prevent 
impositions  upon  the  commissioners  in  ascertaining 
the  claims  of  the  royalists. 
From  Lord   Caermarthen  to  John   Adams.      St. 
James's,  November  30th,  1785         -        -        -  449 
On  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Anstey. 


CONTENTS.  XXTll 

Page. 
From  John  Adams  to  Lord  Caeraiartheti.  Grosvenor 
Square,  December  2d,  1785      -  -  -450 

Replies  to  his  Lordship,  and  expresses  his  satisfaction 
at  the  appointmenc. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Grosvenor  Square, 
December  6ih,  1785     -  -  -  -  451 

Important  considerations  sacrificed  in  Great  Britain 
to  a  momentary  tranquillity  and  credit.  Expected 
fate  of  the  enclo^d  memorial.  Thinks  if  no  an- 
swer is  given,  it  should  be  demanded,  and  that  he 
should  take  leave  and  return  home.  It  now  re- 
mains with  the  States  to  determine  whether  there 
is,  or  is  not,  a  union  in  America.  With  union  they 
may  be  respected.  Advises  that  all  the  great  seap 
port  towns  should  think  of  the  means  of  defence, 
and  the  militia  be  placed  on  the  best  possible  foot- 
ing. Aihcan  affairs.  Happy  situation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  America — their  future  power.  Propensity  to 
the  sea  compared  to  that  of  the  water-fowl.  Prac- 
tical statesmen  will  act  accordingly.  Memorial 
respecting  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  addressed 
to  the  Ministry  of  his  Britannic  Afajesty,  dated  at 
Westminister,  the  30th  November,  1785,  (453.) 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
December  9th,  1785    -  -  -  -  455 

Interview  with  Lord  Oaermarthen,  who  states  that  he 
is  about  to  reply  offiuoally  to  the  conmiunicatioiis  of 
Mr.  Adams.  Presents  to  his  Lordship  the  memo- 
rial of  the  30th  November.  Reasons  for  the  pre- 
sentation. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Grosvenor  Square, 
December  13th,  1785  -  -  -  -  456 

Announces  an  official  answer  from  the  Marquis  of 
Oaermarthen,  with  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty.  The  answer  concerning  the  sailors 
more  favorable  than  was  expected.  That  respect- 
ing Captain  Stanhope,  as  much  so.  General  com- 
plaints of  the  foreign  Ministers  at  not  receiving  an 
answer  to  their  memorials  respecting  seamen. 
From  Lord  Oaermarthen  to  John  Adams.  St. 
James's,  December  9tb,  1785    -  .  *  457 

Letter  of  Mr.  Adams  respecting  the  conduct  pf  Cap- 
tain Stanhope  laid  before  the  King,  with  the  memo- 
rial concerning  the  detention  of  American  seamen. 
Papers  sent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  by  the 
King's  command.  Encloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  their  Lordships  on  these  subjects. 
Copv  of  said  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiral- 
ty, dated  December  the  7th,  1785,  Opinion  of  their 
Lordships  on  the  conduct  4)f  Captain  Stanhope,  (458.) 
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From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Ghrosveoor  Square, 
December  15tb,  1785   ....  4&1 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  November  19,   1788. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  September  5,  wherein  I  acknow- 
ledged Mr.  Remsen's  favor  of  July  25,  I  have  written 
those  of  September  24  and  of  the  14th  inst. ;  this  last 
will  accompany  the  present;  both  going  by  the  way  of 
London,  for  want  of  a  direct  opportunity ;  bat  thoy  go  by 
a  private  hand. 

No  late  event  worth  notice  has  taken  place  between 
the  Turks  and  Austrians.  The  former  continue  in  the 
territories  of  the  latter,  with  all  the  appearances  of  supe- 
riority. On  the  side  of  the  Russians,  the  war  wears  an 
equal  face,  except  that  the  Turks  are  still  masters  of  the 
Black  Sea.    Oczakow  is  not  yet  taken.    Denmark  fur- 
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nished  to  Russia  its  stipulated  quota  of  troops  with  so 
much  alacrity,  and  was  makiQg  such  other  warlike  pre- 
parations, that  it  was  believed  they  meant  to  become 
principals  in  the  war  against  SwedeiK  Prussia  and  Eng- 
land hereupon  interposed  efficiently  ;  their  Ministers  ap- 
pointed to  mediate,  gave  notice  to  the  Court  of  Copen- 
hagen, that  they  would  declare  war  against  th^m  in  the 
same  pf  their  Sovereigns,  if  they  did  not  immediately 
withdraw  their  troops,  from  the  Swedish  territories.  The 
Court  of  London  has  since  said  that  their  JVlinister  (El- 
liott) went  further  in  this  than  he  was  authorized  ;  how- 
ever, the  Paoish  troops  are  retiring.  Poland  is  augment- 
ing its  army  from  twenty  to  a  hundred  thousand  men. 
Nevertheless,  it  seems  as  if  England  and  Prussia  meant 
in  earnest  to  stop  tlie  war  in  that  quarter,  contented  to 
leave  the  two  empires  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks. 
France,  desired  by  Sweden  to  join  the  Courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin,  in  their  mediation  between  Sweden  and 
Russia,  has  declined  it.  We  may  be  assured  she  will 
meddle  in  nothing  external  before  the  meeting  of  her 
States  Geaeral.  Her  temporary  annihilation  in  the  po- 
litical scale  of  Ekirope,  leaves  to  England  and  Prussia 
the  splendid  role  of  giving  the  law  without  meeting  the 
shadow  of  opposition.  Tl>e  internal  tranquillity  of  this 
country  is  perfect.  Their  stocks,  however,  continue 
low,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  money  to  face  current 
expenses,  very  great.  In  the  contest  between  the  King 
and  Parliament,  the  latter,  fearing  the  power  of  the 
former,  pr^sspd  the  convoking  the  Stales  General;  the 
Government  found  itself  obliged,  by  other  difficulties, 
also  to  recur  to  the  same  expedient.  The  Parliament, 
^fter  its  recall,  showed  that  it  was  now  become  appre- 
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hensive  of  the  States  General;  and'  discovered  a  deter- 
mination to  cavil  at  their  form,  so  as  to  have  a  right  to 
deny  their  legality,  if  that  body  should  undertake  to 
abridge  their  powers.  The  Court  hereupon  very  adroit- 
ly determined  to  call  the  same  Notables  who  had  been 
approved  by  the  nation  the  last  year,  to  decide  on  the 
form  of  convoking  the  Etais  Generaux ;  thus  withdraw- 
ing itself  fronfi  the  disputes  which  the  Parliament  might 
excite,  and  committing  tham  with  the  natiort.  The  No- 
tables are  now  in  session.  The  Government  had  mani- 
festly discovered  a  disposition  that  the  THers  Etat,  or 
commons,  should  have  as  many  representatives  in  the 
Slates  General  as  the  nobility  and  clergy  together,  but 
five  bureaus  of  the  Notables  have  voted,  by  very  great 
majorities,  that  ihey  should  have  only  an  equal  num- 
ber with  each  of  ih^  other  orders  singly. 

One  bureau,  by  a  majority  of  a  single  voice,  had 
agreed  to  give  the  commons  the  double  number  of  re- 
presentatives: this  is  the  first  symptom  of  a  decided 
combination  between  the  nobility  and  clergy,  and  will 
necessarily  throw  the  people  into  the  scale  of  the  King. 
It  is  doubted  whether?  the  Slates  can  be  collected  so 
early  as  January,  though  the  Government,  urged  by  the 
want  of  money,  is  for  pressing  their  convocation.  It  is 
still  more  uncertain  what  the  States  will  do,  when  they 
meet :  there  are  three  objects  which  they  may  attain, 
probably  without  opposition  from  the  Court.  1.  A  pe- 
riodical meeting  of  the  States.  2.  Their  exclusive  right 
of  taxation.  3.  The  right  of  enregistering  laws  and 
proposing  amendments  to  them,  as  now  exercised  by  the 
Parliaments :  this  would  lead,  as  it  did  in  England,  to 
the  right  of  originating  laws.  The  Pariiament  would,  by 
this  last  measure,  be  reduced  to  a  mere  judiciary  body. 
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and  would,  probably,  oppose  it ;  but  dgainst  the  Kiqg 
and  nation  their  opposition  could  not  succeed.  If  the 
States  stop  here  for  the  present  moment,  all  will  proba- 
bly end  well,  and  they  may,  in  future  sessions,  obtain  a 
suppression  of  httres  de  cachet,  free  press,  a  civil  list, 
and  other  valuable  modifications  of  their  government ; 
but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  an  impatience  to  rectify  every 
thing  at  once,  which  prevails  in  some  minds,  may  terrify 
the  Court,  and  lead  them  to  appeal  to  force,  and  to  de- 
pend on  that  alone. 

Before  this  can  reach  you,  you  will,  probably,  have 
heard  of  an  arr4t  passed  the  28th  of  September,  for 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  foreign  whale  oils,  with- 
out exception.  The  English  had  glutted  the  markets  of 
this  country  with  their  oils.  It  was  proposed  to  exclude 
them,  and  an  arret  was  drawn,  with  an  exception  for  us. 
In  the  last  stage  of  this  arret,  the  exception  was  struck 
out,  without  my  having  any  warning,  or  even  suspicion 
of  this.  I  suppose  t)iis  stroke  came  from  the  Count 
de  la  Luzerne,  Minister  of  Marine ;  but  I  cannot  affirm 
it  positively.  As  soon  as  I  was  apprized  of  this,  which 
was  several  days  aft^r  it  passed,  (because  it  was  kept 
secret  till  published  in  their  seaports,)  I  wrote  to  the 
Count  de  Monlmorin  a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is 
a  copy,  and  had  conferences  on  the  subject  from  time  to 
time,  with  him  and  the  other  Ministers.  1  found  them 
possessed  by  the  partial  information  of  their  Dunkirk 
fishermen;  and,  tlierefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  give 
them  a  view  of  the  whole  subject  in  writing,  which  I 
did  in  the  piece  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  printed  copy. 
I  therein  entered  into  more  details  than  the  question 
between  us  seemed  rigorously  to  require*  I  was  led  to 
them  by  other  objects;  the  most  important  was  to  disgus 
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Mr.  Necker,  as  an  eooooimst,  against  dieir  new  fisiMry, 
by  letting  bim  foresee  its  expense.  The  particular 
ntanufactores  suggested  to  them  were  in  consequence  of 
repeatedf  applicatbns  from  the  shippers  of  rice  and  to* 
bacco;  other  details^  which  do  not  appear  immediately 
pertinent,  were  occasioned  by  cireun^tances  which  had 
arisen  in  conversation,  or  an  apparent  necessity  of  giv* 
ing  information  on  the  whole  matter.  At  a  conference, 
in  the  presexne  of  Mr.  Lambert,  oa  the  16th,  (where  1 
was  ably  aided  by  the  Marqui?  de  la  Fayette,  as  I  have 
been  through  the  whole  bustoess,)  it  was  agreed  to  ex* 
empt  us  ironi  the  prohibition ;  but  they  will  require  rigo: 
rous  assurance  that  the  oils  coming  under  our  name  are 
really  of  our  fishery ;  they  fear  we  aball  cover  the  in- 
troduction of  the  English  oils  from  Halifax. 

The  arrii  for  excepting  us  was  communicated  to  me, 
but  the  formalities  for  proving  the  oils  to  be  American 
were  not  yet  inserted.  I  suppose  they  will  require 
every  vessel  to  bring  a  certificate  from  their  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul,  resjdlng  in  the  State  from  which  it  comes* 
More  difficult  proofs-  were  sometimes  talked  of.  I  smp* 
pose  I  might  surely  affirm  to  them,  that  our  Government 
woirid  do  whatever  it  could  to  prevent  this  fraud,  be- 
cause it  is  as  much  our  interest  as  theirs  to  keep  the 
market  for  the  French  and  American  oils  only.  lam 
told  Mas^chusetts  has  prohibited  the  introduction  of  for- 
eign fish  oHs  mto  her  ports.  This  law,  if  well  executed, 
will  be  an  e^ctpal  guard  against  fraud  ;  and  a  similar  one 
in  the  other  States  interested  in  the  fishery,  would  much 
encourage  this  Government  to  continue  her  indulgences  ta 
us.  Though  the  arritj  then,  for  the  readitiission  of  ou» 
oils  is  not  yet  passed^  I  think  I  may  assure  you  it  will  be 
so  ill  a  few  days,  and,  of  course,  that  this  branch  of  com- 
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fnecce,  a&er  so  rbreateniag  an  appeirasce^  \vill  be  on'd 
better  footing  than  ^ver,  as  enjoying,  jointly  with  the 
French  oil,  a  monopoly  of  their  markets.  The  contin- 
imnce  of  this  will  depend  on  the  growth  of  their  fishery. 
Whenever  they  become  able  to  supply  their  own  wants, 
it  is  very  possible  they  may  refuse  to  take  our  oils ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  it  possible  for  them  to  raise  their  fishery  to 
that,  unless  they  can  continue  to  draw  oflf  our  fishermen 
from  us.  Their  seventeen  ships,  this  year,  had  150  of 
our  sailcM^  on  board.  I^  do  not  know  what  number  the 
English  have  got  into  their  service.  You  will  reatlily 
pierceive  that  there  are  particulars  in  these  printed  obser* 
vations,  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suffer  to  become 
public.  They  were  printed  merely  that  a  copy  might  be 
given  to  each  Minister,  and  care  has  been  taken  to  let 
them  go  into  no  other  hands. 

1  must  now  trouble  Congress  with  a  petition  on  my 
own  behalf.  When  I  left  my  own  house  in  October, 
1783,  it  was  to  attend  Congress  as  a  member,  and  in  ex- 
peeiaiion  of  returning  in  five  or  six  ninths.  In  the 
inonth  of  May  following,  however,  I  was  desired  to  eome 
to  Europe,  as  a  member  of  a  commission  .which  ivas  to  cont 
tmiie  two  years  only.  I  came  oflf  immediately,  without 
going  home  to  make  any  other  arrangements  in  my  af« 
feirs,  thinking  they  would  not  suflfer  greatly  before  I 
should  return  to  them  ;  before  the  close  of  the  two  years, 
Poctor  Franklin  retiring  from  his  charge  here,  Con- 
gress were  pleased  to  name  me  to  it ;  so  that  I  have  been 
led  on,  by  events,  to  an  absence  of  five  years,  instead  of 
five  months.  In  the  mean  time,  matters  of  great  mo- 
ment 10  others  as  well  as  myself,  and  which  can  be 
arrjinged  by  nobody  but  myself,  will  await  no  longer. 
Another    motive   of  s^ill   more    powerful   cogency   on 
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my  miocT,  is  the  necessity  of  carrying  my  family  back 
to  their  frieods  and  oonntry.  1  iiuist^  therefore,  ask 
of  Congress  a  leave  of  short  absence,  albwtng  three 
months  on  the  sea  going  and  coming,  and  two  months 
at  my  own  bouse,  which  will  suffice  for  my  affairs.  I 
need  not  be  from  Paris  but  between  five  and  six 
months.  I  do  not  foresee  any  thing  which  can  suffisr 
during  my  absence.  The  Consular  Convention  is  finish- 
ed, except  as  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  will 
be  the  aff<iir  of  a  day  only.  The  difiTereace  with 
Schwetghauser  and  Dobr^e,  relative  to  our  arms,  will  be 
fiotshed.  That  of  Denmark,  if  ever  finished,  will  proba-> 
My  be  long  spun  out.  The  ransom  of  the  Algerine  cap- 
tives is  the  only  matter  likely  to  be  on  hand.  That  can- 
not be  set  on  foot  till  the  money  is  raised  in  Holladd,  and 
an  order  received  for  its  application.  Probably  these  will 
take  place,  so  that  I  may  set  it  into  motion  before  my 
departure.  If  not,  I  can  still  leave  it  on  such  a  footing, 
as  to  be  put  into  motion  the  moment  the  money  can  be 
paid.  And  even  when  the  leave  of  Congress  shall  be 
received,  I  will  not  make  use  of  it  if  there  is  any  thing 
of  consequence  which  may  suflfer;  but  would  postpone 
my  departure  till  circumstances  would  admit  it.  But 
should  these  be  as  T  expect  they  will,  it  will  be  vastly 
desirable  to  me  to  receive  the  permission  immediately, 
so  that  I  may  go  out  as  soon  as  the  vernal  equinox  is 
>  over,  and  be  sure  of  ray  return  in  good  time  and  season 
in  the  fall.  Mr.  Short,  who  had  Irad  thoughts  of  return- 
ing to  America,  will  postpone  that  return  till  I  come  back. 
His  talenrts  and  character  allow  me  to  say,  with  confi- 
dence, that  nothing  will  suflfer  in  his  hands.  The  friend- 
ly dispositions  of  Monsieur  de  Montmorin  wduld  induce 
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bim  readily  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Short  in  his  present 
character ;  but  should  any  of  bis  applicatioiis  be  necessary 
to  be  laid  before  the  Council^  they  might  suffer  difficulty. 
Nor  could  he  attend  the  diplomatic,  societies,  which  are 
the  most  certain  sources  of  good  intelligence.  Would  Con- 
gress think  it  expedient  to  remove  the  difficulties,  by  nam- 
ing him  Secretary  of  Legation,  so  that  he  would  act  of 
course  as  Chafg£  d' Affaires  during  my  absence  ?  It  would 
be  just  that  the  difference  between  the  salary  of  a  Secre- 
tary, and  a  Secretary  of  Legation,  should  cease  as  3oon  as 
he  should  cease  to  be  charged  with  the  affairs  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  that  is  to  say,  on  my  return.  And  he  should 
expect  that ;  so  that  this  difference  for  fi?e  or  six  months, 
would  be  an  affair  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  gui- 
neas only ;  which  would  be  not  more  than  equal  to  the 
additional  expenses  that  would  be  brought  on  htm  neces- 
sarily, by  the  change  of  character.  I  noentioD  these  par- 
ticulars, that  Congress  may  see  the. end  ^a^  well  as  the  be- 
ginning of  the  proposition,  and  have  only  to  add,  "  their 
will  be  done."  Leave  for  me  being  obtained,  I  will  ask 
it,  Sir,  of  your  friendship,  to  avail  yourself  of  various  oc- 
casions to  the  ports  of  France  and  England,  to  Convey 
me  immediate  notice  of  it,  and  relieve  me  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible from  the  anxiety  of  expectation,  and  the  uncertainty 
iu  which  I  shall  be.  We  Mve  been  in  daily  expectation 
of  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  King  of  England.  Our 
latest  news  are  of  the  11th;  he  had  then  been  despaired 
of  for  three  or  four  days.  But  as  my  letter  is  to  pass 
through  {England,  you  will  have  later  accounts  of  him  than 
that  can  give  you.  I  send  you  th^  newspapers  to  this  date, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and 
respect,  Sir,  your  (nost  obedient,  humble  servant, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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P.  S.  The  last  crop  of  corn  in  France  has  been  so 
shorty  that  they  apprehend  want.  Mr.  Necker  desired 
me  to  make  known  this  scarcity  to  our  merchants,  in 
hopes  they  would  send  supplies.  I  promised  him  I 
would.  If  it  could  be  done  without  naming  him,  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  him,  and  probably  advantageous 
to  the  adventurer. 


ArrSt  of  the  King^s  Council  of  State^  prohibitins^  the 
importation  of  foreign  whale  and  spermaceti  oil  into 
his  kingdom. 

Translation. 

Septcittber28,  1788. 
Extract  from  the  Registers  of  the  Council  of  State. 

The  King  having  taken  information  on  the  success  at- 
tending the  whale  fishery,  and  the  prospect  of  its  greater 
prosperity  within  his  kingdom  ;  and  his  Majesty  being 
willing  to  grant  a  special  protection  to  this  important 
fishery,  which  has  just  commenced  in  France,  and  which 
may  become  an  abundant  source  of  riches,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  affords  to  the  marine  a  nursery  for  seamen, 
of  great  consequence  to  the  servrce  of  the  State :  His 
Majesty  has  conceived  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign 
oil  would  be  the  most  beneficial  encouragement  that 
could  be  granted  to  this  branch  of  industry.  Being 
willing  to  provide  accordingly,  and  having  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  Sieur  Lambert,  Counsellor  of  State,  and 
Ordinary  to  the  Council  of  Despatches,  and  to  the  Royal 
Council  of  Finances    and  Commerce,  (the  King  being 
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present  in  his  Council,)  has  ordained  and  does  ordain, 
that,  computing  from  the  day  of  publishing  the  present 
arret  J  the  introduction  of  foreign  whale  and  sper<naceti 
oils  shall  be  prohibited  throughout  his  dominions,  tlis 
Majesty  commands  and,  orders  the  Duke  de  Penthicore, 
Admiral  of  France,  the  intendanis  and  commissaries 
throughout  the  provinces,  the  commissaries  deputed  for 
the  observation  of  the  ordinances  in  the  admiralties,  the 
officers  of  the  admiralties,  masters  of  ports,  judges  of 
treaties,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  the  present  arrH^  which  shall  be  regis- 
tered in  the  offices  of  the  said  admiralties,  read,  ptablish- 
ed,  and  posted,  wherever  it  ^hall  be  necessary. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  (his  Majesty 
being  present,)  held  at  Versailles,  28th  September,  1788. 

LA  LUZERNE. 

The  Duke  de  Penthicore,  Admiral  of  France,  the 
King's  Governor  and  Liedtepant  General  jn  his  province 
of  Brittany,  having  seen  the  arret  of  the  King's  Coun-; 
cil  of  State,  as  above,  and  in  other  parts,  addressed  to 
us,  we  command  all  those  pver  whom  our  power  ex- 
tends, to  execute,  and  cause  to  be  executed,  each  one 
as  his  duty  is,  according  to  its  form  and  tenor;  we  order 
the  officers  of  the  admiralties  to  cause  it  to  be  registered 
in  the  offices  of  their  jurisdiction,  to.  read,  publish,  and 
post  it  wherever  it  may  appear  necessary. 

Done  at  Vernon,  the  6th  October,  1788. 

L.  J.  M.  DE  BOURBON. 

And  beneath,  by  his  Most  Serene  Highness, 

PERIER. 
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FBOM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  HONTMORIN. 

Paris,  Oclober  23,  1788. 
Sir, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  on  the 
subject  of  the  arret  which  has  lately  appeared  for  pro-^ 
hibiting  the  importation  of  whale  oils  and  spermaceti,  the 
produce  of  foreign  fisheries.  This  prohibition,  being  ex- 
pressed in  general  terms,  seems  to  exclude  the  whale 
oils  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  of  the 
nations  of  Europe.  The  uniform  disposition,  however, 
which  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers  have  shown  to  pro- 
mote the  commerce  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  our  productions  to  come  hither, 
and  particularly  those  of  our  fisheries,  induces  me  to 
hope  that  these  were  not  within  their  view,  at  the  passing 
of  lliis  arret.  I  am  Ifed  the  more  into  this  opinion,  when 
I  recollect  the  assiduity  employed  for  several  months  in 
the  year  1785,  by  the  committee  appointed  by  Govern- 
ment to  investigate  the  objects  of  commerce  of  the  two 
countries,  and  to  report  (he  encouragements  of  which  ic 
was  sijscepiibje  ;  the  result  of  that  investigation,  which 
his  Majesty's  Comptroller  General  did  me  the  honor  to 
comniunicate  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  October,  1786, 
stating  thferein  the  principles  which  should  be  established 
for  the  future  regulation  of  that  commerce,  and  particular- 
ly distinguishing  the  Article  of  whale  oils  by  an  abate- 
ment of  the  duties  on  them  for  the  present,  and  a  promise 
of  further  abatement  after  the  year  1790  ;  the  thorough 
investigation  with  which  Monsieur  de  LaiDbert  honored  this 
subject,  when  the  letter  of  1786  was  to  be  put  into  the 
form  of  an  arrH.  that  arret  itself  bearing  date  the  29lh 
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of  December  last,  which  ultimately  confirmed  the  abate- 
ments of  duty,  present  and  future,  and  declared  that  his 
Majesty  reserved  to  himself  to  grant  other  favors  to  that 
production,  if,  on  further  information,  he  should  find  it 
for  the  interest  of  the  two  nations  ;  and,  finally,  the  letter 
in  which  M.  Lambert  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
arret,  and  to  assure  me  that  the  duties  which  had  been 
levied  on  our  whale  oils,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
letter  of  1786,  should  be  restored.  On  a  review,  th^n, 
of  all  these  circumstances,  1  cannot  but  presume  that  it 
has  not  been  intended  to  reverse,  in  a  moment,  views  so 
maturely  digested  and  uniformly  pursued ;  and  that  the 
general  expressions  of  the  arret  of  September  28  had 
within  their  contemplation  the  nations  of  Europe  only. 
This  presumption  is  further  strengthened,  by  having  ob- 
served in  the  treaties  of  commerce,  made  since  the  epoch 
of  our  independence,  the  jura  geniis  atnicissima  con- 
ceded to  other  nations  are  expressly  restrained  to  those  of 
the  most  favored  European  nations ;  his  Majesty  wisely 
foreseeing  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  regulate  the 
comnierce  of  a  nation  which  brings  nothing  but  raw  ma- 
terials to  employ  the  industry  of  his  subjects,  very  dif- 
ferently from  that  of  the  European  nations  who  bring, 
mostly,  what  has  already  passed  through  all  the  stages  of 
manufacture. 

On  these  considerations,  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
information  from  your  Excellency  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
late  arret ;  and  if  I  have  not  been  mistaken  in  supposing 
it  did  not  mean  to  abridge  that  of  December  29, 1  would  so- 
licit an  explanatory  arrSt  to  prevent  the  misconstructions 
of  it  which  will  otherwise  take  place.  It  is  much 
to  be  desired,  too,  that  this  explanation  could  be  given 
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as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  be  banded  out 
with  the  arret  of  September  28.  Great  alarm  may 
otherwise  be  spread  among  the  merchants  and  adven- 
turers in  the  fisheries,  who,  confiding  in  the  stability  of  re- 
gulation which  his  Majesty's  wisdom  had  so  long  and 
well  matured,  have  embarked  their  fortunes  in  specula- 
tions in  this  branch  of  business. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  to  one  of  the  principal 
members  of  our  Union  induces  me  to  attend  with  great 
anxiety  a  reassurance  from  your  Excellency  that  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  views  on  this 
subject ;  and  that  his  dispositions  to  multiply,  rather  than 
diminish,  the  combinations  of  interest  between  the  two 
people,  continue  unaltered. 

Commerce  is  slow  in  changing  its  channel ;  that  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States  is  as  yet  but  begin- 
ning, and  this  beginning  has  received  some  checks.  The 
arrSt  in  question  would  be  a  considerable  one,  without 
the  explanation  I  have  the  honor  to  ask.  I  am  persuad- 
ed that  a  continuation  of  the  dispositions,  which  have 
been  hitherto  manifested  towards  us,  will  insure  effects, 
political  and  commercial,  of  value  to  both  nations. 

I  have  had  too  many  proofs  of  the  friendly  interest 
your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  take  in  whatever  may 
strengthen  the  bands  and  connect  the  views  of  the  two 
countries,  to  doubt  your  patronage  of  the  present  sippli- 
cation,or  to  pretermit  any  occasion  of  repeating  assurances 
of  those  sentimebts  of  high  respect  and  esteem,  with 
which 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


16  THOMAS  JEPPEHSON-^OHN  JAV. 

Mr,  Jefferson^s  ohservaiiom  on  the  Whale  Fishery. 

Whale  oil  enters,  as  a  raw  matieriali  iuto  several 
branches  of  manufacture  :  as  of  wool,  leather,  soap ;  it 
4s  used,  also,  \n  painting,  architecture,  and  navigation. 
But  its  great  consumption  is  in  lighting  houses  and  cities. 
For  this  last  purpose,  however,  it  has  a  powerful  compe* 
titor  in  the  vegetable  oils.  These  do  well  in  warro. 
Still  weather,  but  they  fix  with  cold ;  they  extinguish 
easily  with  the  wind  ;  their  crop  is  precarious^  depending 
on  the  seasons  ;  and  to  yield  the  same  light,  a  larger  wick 
must  be  used,  and  greater  quantity  of  oil  consumed. 
Estimating  all  these  articles  of  difference  together,  those 
employed  in  lighting  cities  find  their  account  in  giving 
^bout  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  for  whale  than  for 
vegetable  oils.  But  higher  than  this  the  whale  oil,  in  its 
present  form,  cannot  rise  ;  because  it  then  becomes  more 
advantageous  to  the  city  lighters  to  use  others.  XWs 
competition,  then,  limits  its  price,  higher  than  which  no 
encouragement  can  raise  it,  and  becomes,  as  it  were,  a 
law  of  its  nature  ;  but  at  this  low  price,  the  whale  fish- 
ery is  the  poorest  business  into  which  a  merchant  or 
sailor  can  enter.  If  the  sailor,  instead  of  wages,  has  a 
part  of  what  is  taken,  he  finds  that  this,  one  jear  with 
another,  yields  him  less  than  he  could  have  got  as  wages 
in  any  other  business.  It  is  attended^  too,  with  great  riik, 
singular  hardships,  and  long  absence  from  his  family.  If 
the  voyage  is  made  solely  at  the  expense ,  of  the  mer- 
chant, he  finds  that,  one  year  with  another,  it  does  not 
reimburse  him  his  expenses.  As,  for  example,  an  Eng- 
lish ship  of  three  hundred  tons  and  forty-two  bands, 
brings  home,  communibtis  annis^  after  a  four  months'  voy- 
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age,  uventy-fire  tons  af  oil,  worth  437Z-  10^.  sterlings 
but  the  wages  of  the  officers'  and  seamen  will  be  400A  ; 
the  outfit  tlieh,  and  |the  merchant's  profit,  imist  be  paid 
b^vthe  Gorernment;  and  it  is  accordingly  on  this  idea 
that  the  British  bountj  is  calculated.  From  the  pover* 
ty  of  this  business,  then,  it  has  happened  that  the  nations 
who  hive  taken  it  up  have  successively  abandoned  it. 
The  Basques  began  it ;  but,  though  the  most  economical 
and  enterprising  of  the  inhabitants  of  France,  they  could 
not  continue  it ;  and  it  is  said  they  never  employed  mo«e 
than  thirty  ships  a  year.  The  Dutch  and  Hanse  towns 
succeeded  them.  The  latter  gave  it  up  long  ago,  though 
they  have  conttiwed  to  lend  their  name  to  British  and 
Dutch  oils.  The  English  carried  it  on,  in  eompetitios 
with  the  Dutch,  during  the  last  and  beginning  t>f  the 
present  centuty.  But  it  was  too  liule  profitable  for 
them,  in  comparison  with  other  branches  of  commerce 
open  to  them.  In  the  mean  tkne,  too,  the  inhabitiints  of 
the  barren  island  of  Nantucket  had  taken  up  this  fishery; 
invi^d  to  it  by  the  whales  presenting  themselves  on  their 
own  shoies.  To  them,  therefore,  the  English  relinquish- 
ed it,  continuing  to  them,  w  British  sobjects,  the  im* 
portation  of  their  oils  into  Eoglaiid  duty  free;  while 
foreigneKS  were  subject  to  a  doty  of  181. 6».  steriing  a  ton* 
The  Du^i  were  enabled  to  continue  it  long,  becaiise^ 
1.  They  are  so  near  the  northern  fi^og  grounds,  that  a 
vessel  bBgit»  her  fishing  very  soon  after  she  is  o^  of  portt 
9.  Tkey  nayigate  with  more  economy  thaln  the  other  na- 
tions of  Europe.  3.  Tbeii  seaixien  are  content  whb  lover 
wages;  and  4.  Heir  merchants  with  a  low^r  profit  ort 
their  capital*  » 

Under  all  these  fssvorabieciwunMtbBces,  hch/rev&yihU 
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branch  of  business^  after  loog  famgui^iBg,  is  at  length 
nearly  extinct  with  them.  It  is  said  they  did  not  send 
iibove  half  a  dozen  ships  in  pursuit  of  the  whale  this  pre- 
sent y^ar.  The  Nantuckois,  theo,  were  the  only  people 
who  exercised  tliis  fehery  to  any  extent,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war.  Their  country,  from  its 
barrenness,  yielding  no  subsistence,  they,  were  obUged  t« 
ieek  it  in  the  sea  which  surrounded  them.  Their  econ(> 
my  was  more  rigorous  than  that  of  the  Dutch.  Their 
seamen,  ixistead  of  wages;  had  a  share  in  what  was  taken. 
This  induced  them  to  fish  with  fewer  hands,  so  that  eadi 
had  a  greater  dividend  in  the  profit.  \\  made  them  more 
vigilant  in  seeking  game,  header  in  pur&uhvg  it,  and^  par- 
simonious in  all.  their  expenses.  Londoh  was  their  only 
market.  When,  therefore,  by  the  late  revolution,  they 
became  aliens  in  Great  Britain^  they  beeame  subject  to 
tie  alien .  duty  of  18/.  5«.  the  ton  of  oil,  which  being 
more  than  equal  to  the  price  of  the  common  whale  oil, 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  that  fishery.  So  tlmt  tliis 
people,  who  before  the  war  had  employed  upwarcb  of 
300  vessels  a  year  in  the  whale  fishery^  (while  Great 
Britain  had  herself  never  employed  one  hundred,)  have 
now  almost  ceased  to  exercise  it.  But  they  still  bad 
the  seamen,  the  most  important  material  for  this  fishery ; 
and  they  still  retained  the  spirit  of  fishing ;  so  that  at 
the  re-establii»hmeol  of  peace  they  were  eapajbJe  in  a 
very  short  time  of  reviving  their  fishery  in  ell  its  splen^ 
dor.  The  British  Government  saw  that  the  moment 
was  Qtiiioal*  They  knew  :  that .  their  own  share  in 
that  fishery  was  as  nothing ;  that  the  great  mass  of 
fishermen  was  left  with  a  nation  now  separated  from 
them  \  tbiti  ttiese  fiahecoaen,  tn^wever,  had  lost  their  an- 
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cient  market,  had  no  other  resource  withiD  their  country 
to  which  they  could  turn,  and  they  hoped,  therefore, 
they  might,  in  the  present  moment  of  dbtress,  be  de- 
coyed over  to  their  establishments,  and  be  added  to  the 
mass  of  their  seamen.  To  effect  this,  they  offered  ex- 
travagant advantages  to  all  persons  who  should  exercise 
the  whale  fishery  from  British  establishments.  But  not 
counting  with  nuich  confidence  on  a  long  connexion 
with  their  remaining  possessions  on  the  continent  of 
America,  foreseeing  that  the  Nantuckois  would  settle  in 
them  preferably,  if  put  on  an  equal  footing  with  those  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  thus  they  might  have  to  purchase 
them  a  second  time,  they  confined  their  high  offers  to 
settlers  in  Great  Britain.  Tbe  Nantuckois,  left  without 
resource  by  the  loss  of  their  market,  began  to  think  of 
removing  to  tlie  British  dominions;  some  to  Nova  Sco- 
tia, preferring  sn^aller  advantages  in  the  neighborhood  of 
their  ancient  country  and  friends;  .others  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, postponing  country  and  friends  to  high  premiums^ 
A  vessel  was  already  arrived  from  Halifax  to  Nantucket, 
to  take  off*^  some  of  those  who  proposed  to  remove  ;  two 
families  had  goqQ  oq  board,  and  others  were  going,  when 
a  letter  was  received  there,  which  had  been  written  by 
Monsieur  le  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  a  gentleman  in 
Boston,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  Nantucket.  The 
purport  of  the  letter  was  to  dissuade  their  accepting  the 
British  proposals,  and  to  assure  them  that  their  friends 
in  France  would  endeavor  to  do  something  for  them. 
This  instantly  suspended  their  design ;  not  another  went 
on  board,  and  the  vessel  returned  to  Halifax  with  only 
the  two  families. 

In  fact,  the  French  Government  had  not  been  inatten- 
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live  to  the  views  of  the  British,  nor  insensible  of  the 
crisis.  They  saw  the  danger  of  permitting  6ve  or  six 
thousand  of  the  best  seamen  existing,  to  be  transferred 
by  a  single  stroke  to  the  marine  strength  of  their  enemy, 
and  to  carry  over  with  them  an  art  which  they  possess- 
ed almost  exclusively.  The  counter-plan  which  they 
set  on  foot,  was,  to  tempt  the  Nantuckois,  by  high  offers, 
to  come  and  settle  in  France.  This  was  in  the  year 
1785.  The  British,  however,  had  in  their  favor  a  same- 
ness of  language,  religion,  laws,  habits,  and  kindred. 
Nine  families  only,  of  thirty-three  persons  in  the  whole, 
came  to  Dunkirk ;.  so  that  this  project  was  not  likely  to 
prevent  their  emigration  to  the  English  establishments,  if 
nothing  else  had  happened. 

Prance  had  effectually  aided  in  detaching  the 
United  States  of  America  from  the  force  of  Great 
Britain ;  but,  as  yet,  they  seemed  to  have  indulged  only 
a  silent  wish  to  detach  them  from  her  commerce.  They 
had  done  nothing  to  induce  that  event.  In  the  same 
year,  1785,  while  M.  de  Calonne  was  in  treaty  with  the 
Nantuckois,  an  estimate  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  submitted  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  it 
was  shown,  that  of  three,  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  to 
which  their  exports  amounted,  one-third  might  be  brought 
to  France,  and  exchanged  against  her  productions  and 
manufactures  advantageously  for  both  nations,  provided 
the  obstacles  of  prohibition,  monopoly,  and  duty  were 
either  done  away,  or  moderated  as  far  as  circujnstances 
would  admit.  A  committee,  which  had  been  appointed 
to  investigate  a  particular  one  of  these  subjects,  was 
thereupon  instructed  to  extend  its  researches  to  the  whole, 
and  see  what  advantages  and  facilities  the  Government 
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couI4  offer  for  the  encouragement  of  a  general  commerce 
with  the  United  States.  The  committee  was  composed 
of  per;5ons  well  skilled  in  commerce  ;  and,  after  laboring 
assiduously  for  several  months,  they  made  their  report  : 
the  result  of  which  was  given  in  the  letter  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Comptroller  Generjai  of  the  2d  of  October,  1786; 
wherein  he  stated. the  principles  which  should  be  estab- 
lished for  the  future  regulation  of  the  commerce  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  It  wgs  become  tolerably 
evident,  at  the  date  of  this  letter,  that  the  terms  offered 
to  the  Nantuckois  would  not  produce  their  emigration  to 
Dunkirk ;  and  that  it  would  be  safest,  in  every  event, 
to  offer  some  other  alternative  which  might  prevent  their 
acceptance  of  the  British  offers.  The  obvious  one  was 
to  open  the  ports  of  France  to  their  oils,  so  that  they 
anight  still  exercise  their  fishery,  remaining  in  their  na- 
tive country,  and  find  a  new  market  for  its  produce,  in- 
stead of  that  which  they  had  lost,  ^  The  article  pf  whale 
oil  was  accordingly  distinguished,  in  the  letter  of  M.  de 
Calonne,  by  an  immediate  abatement  of  duty,  and  pro- 
mise of  further  abatement  after  the  year  1790.  This 
letter  was  instantly  sent  to  America,  and  bade  fair  to  pro- 
duce there  the  effect  intended,  by  determining  the  fish- 
ermen to  carry  on  their  trade  fi'oro  their  own  homes, 
with  the  advantage  only  of  a  free  market  in  E^rance,  ra- 
ther than  remove  to  Great  Britain,  where  ^i  free  market 
and  great  bounty  were  offered  them.  An  arrit  was  still 
to  be  prepared,  to  give  legal  sanction  to  the  letter  of  M. 
de  CalOnne.  M.  Lambert,  with  a  patience  and  assiduity 
almost  unexampled,  went  through  all  the  investigations 
necessary  to  assure  himself  that  thq  conclusions  of  the 
committee  had  been  just.     Frequent  conferences  on  this 
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sutyecl  were  held  in  his  presence.  The  deputies  of  the 
chambers  of  commerce  were  heard,  and  the  result  was 
the  arrit  of  December  29,  1787,  confirming  the  abate- 
ments of  duty,  present  and  future,  which  the  letter  of 
October,  1786,  bad  prondised ;  and  reserving  to  his  Ma- 
jesty to  grant  still  further  favors  to  that  production,  if,  on 
further  information,  he  should  find  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  two  nations^ 

The  English  had  now  begun  to  deluge  the  markets  of 
France  with  their  whale  oils,  and  they  were  enabled,  by 
the  great  premiums  given  by  their  Government,  to  under- 
sell the  French  fishermen,  aided  by  feeble  prenbiums* 
and  the  American,  aided  by  his  poverty  ^lone.  Nor  is 
it  certain  that  these  speculations  were  not  made  at  the 
risk  of  the  British  Government,  to  suppress  the  French 
and  American  fishermen  in  their  only  market.  Some 
remedy  seemed  necessary.  Perhaps  it  would  not  have 
been  a  bad  one  to  subject,  by  a  general  law,  the  mer- 
chandise of  every  nation  and  of  every  nature  to  pay 
additional  duties  in  the  ports  of  France,  exactly  equal  to 
the  premiums  and  drawbacks  given  on  the  same  mer- 
chandise by  their  own  Government.  T^his  might  not 
only  counteract  the  effect  of  premium  in  the  instance  of 
whale  oils,  but  attack  the  whole  British  system  of  boun- 
ties and  drawbacks,  by  the  aid  of  which  they  make 
London  the  centre  of  commerce  for  the  whole  earth.  A 
less  general  remedy,  hut  an  effectual  one,  was  to  prohi- 
bit the  oils  of  all  European  nations;  the  treaty  with 
England  requiring  only  that  she  should  be  treated  as 
well  as  the  most  favored  European  nation.  But  the  re- 
medy adopted  was  to  prohibit  all  oils,  v^itliout  excep- 
tion. 
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' "  To  know  how  ibis  remedy  will  operate,  we  mast  coa* 
sider  the  quantity  of  whale  oil  which  France  consumet 
Qianuaily ;  the  quantity  she  obtains  from  her  own  fistiery ; 
>and,  if  she  obtains  less  than  she  consumes,  we  $re  to 
'  consider  what  will  follow  this  prohibitiofa. 

Ttie  annual  t;onsumption  of  France,  as  stated  by  t 
^f>erson  who  ha^  good  opportunities  of  knowing  it,  is  as 
follows: 

Pesani,  fuinicux,  Um^. 
Paris,  according  to  the  re- 

giBteft  of  178B    -  -   2,800y©00  28,000  1750 

iti   other  eities^   lighted    by 

M.  Sangrain        -  -      800fiOO    8,000    50d 

ftouen        .  -  .      500,000    5,000    3134 

Bordeaux    -  -  -      600,000    6,000    375 

iLyons         -  -  -      300^000    8,000     187^ 

Other     cities,     leather     and 

light         -  -  -  3,000,000  30,000  1875 

8,000,000  80,000  5000 


Other  calculations  reduce  the  consumption  to  about 
lialfthis/  It  is  treating  these  with  sufficient  respect  to 
place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  estimate  of  the 
person  before  alluded  to,  and  to  suppose  the  truth  half 
way  between  them.  We  will  call,  then,  the  present  con- 
sumption of  France  only  60,000  quintals,  or  3,750  tons 
a  year.  This  consumption  is  increasing  fast,  as  the 
practice  of  lighting  cities  is  becorfiing  more  general,  and 
the  superior  advantages  of  lighting  them  with  whale  oil 
are  but  now  beginning  to  be  known. 

Whiit  do  the  fisheries  of  France  furnish  ?  She  has 
employed,  this  year,  fifteen  vessels  in  the  southern,  and 
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ti^o  in  the  northern  fisherj",  harrying  four  thousaiad  five 
buodred  ton^  in  the  whole,  or  two  hundred  and  sjjqiy- 
five  each,  on  an  .average.  The  English  ships,  led  by 
Nantuckois  as  well  as  (he.  French,  have,  as  I  am  told, 
never  averaged,,  in  the  southern  fishery,  more  thaa  pner 
fifth  of  their  burden,  in  the  best  year.  The  fifteen 
ships  of  France,  according  to  this  ground  of  calculfttiQm 
and  supposing  the  present  to  have  been  one  of  the  best 
years,  should  have  brought,  one  with  another,  one-fifth 
of  two  hundred  and  sixt^'-five  tons,  or  fifty-three  tons 
eicb-  But  we. are  tpld  they  have  broaght  near  the 
double  of  that,  to  wit,  one  bundred  tons  each,  and  que' 
ttiousand  five  hundred  tons  in  the  whole.  ,  Supposing  tlie 
two  northern  vesse}s  to  have  brought  home  the  cargo 
which  is  common  from  the  northern  fishery,  to  wit,  twen- 
ty-five tons  each,  the  whole  produce  this  year  will  then 
be  one  thousand  five  bundled  and  fifty  tons.  This  is 
five  and  a  half  months'  provision,  or  two-fifths  of  the 
annual  consumption.  To  furnish  for  the  whole  year 
would  require  forty  ships  of  the  same  size,  in  years  as 
fortunate  as  the  present,  and  eighty-five  communibus  an- 
nis;  forty-four  tons,  or  one-sixth  of  the  burden,  being  as 
high  an  average  as  should  be  counted  on,  one  year  with 
another ;  and  the  number  must  be  increased  with  the  in- 
creasing consumption.  France,  then,  is  evidently  not  yet 
in  9  condition  to  supply  her  own  wants.  It  is  said,  indeed, 
she  has  a  large  stock  on  hand  unsold,  occasioned  by  the 
English  competition ;  33,000  quintals,  including  this  year's 
produce,  are  spoken  of  This  is  between  six  and  seven 
months'  provision;  and  supposing,  by  the  time  this  is 
exhausted,  that  the  next  year's  supply  comes  in,  that 
will  enable  her  to  go  on  five  or  six  months  longerr— say 
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^  twelvemonth  in  tbe  whole.  But  at  the  end  of  the 
twelvemonth,  what  is  to  be  done?  Tbe  manufactures 
depending  on  thb  article  cannot  maintain  their  co(nt>eti- 
tion  against  those  of  other  countries^  if  deprived  of  their 
equal  meaps.  When  the  alternative,  then,  shall  be  pre- 
sented, of  letting  them  drop,  or  opening  the  ports  to  for- 
eign wjiale  oil,  it  is  presumed  the  latter  will  be  adopted 
a^tl>e  less  evil.  But  it  will  be  too  late  for  America; 
ber  fishery,  annihilated  during  the  late  war,  only  began 
to  raise  its  heaid  on  the  prospect  of  a  market  held  out  by 
this  country  ;  crushed  by  the  arret  of  September  28,  in 
its  first  feeWc  effort  lo  revive,  it  will  rise  no  more.  Ex- 
peofitioiis  which  require  the  expen3e  of  the  out6t  of  ves-  ^ 
sels,  and  from  nine  to  twelve  months'  navigation,  as  the 
soutliem  fishery  does,  most  frequented  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, cannot  be  undertaken  in  sole  reliance  on  a  market 
which  is  opened  and  shut  from  one  day  to  another,  with 
Uttle  or  no  warning.  The  English  alone,  then,  will  re^ 
main  to  furnish  these  supplies,  and  they  must  be  received 
oven  from  them.  We  must  accept  bread  from  our  ene- 
mies, if  our  friends  cannot  furnish  it.  This  comes  ex- 
actly to  tlie  point  to  which, thj^  Government  has  been 
lookiqg.  She  fears  no  rival  in  the  whale  fishery  but 
America  ;  or  rathef,  it  is  the  whale  fishery  of  America  of 
which  she  5^  endeavpring  to  possess  herself.  It  is  for  this 
object  sha  is  making  the  present  extraordinary  efforts, 
by  bounties  and  other  encouragements;  and  her  success, 
so  far,  is  very  flattering.  Pefore  the  war  she  had  not 
100  vessels  in  the  whale  trade,  while  America  employed 
309 ;  in  1786,  Great  Britain  employed  151  vessels ;  in 
1787,  286  ;  in  1788,  314 — nearly  tbe  ancient  Americwi 
number;  while  the  latter  is  fallen  to  about  80.     They 
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have  just  changed  places,  then;  England  having  gained 
exactly  what  America  has  l6st.  France,  by  her  ports 
and  markets,  holds  the  balance  between  the  two  contend- 
ing parties,  and  gives  the  victory  by  opening  and  shut- 
ting them  to  which  she  pleases.  We  have  still  precious 
remains  of  seamen  educated  in  this  fishery,  and  capable 
by  their  poverty,  their  boldness,  and  address,  of  recover- 
ing" it  from  the  English,  in  spite  of  their  bounties.  But 
this  arret  endangers  the  transferring  to  Great  Britain 
every  man  of  them,  who  isf  not  invincibly  attached  to 
his  native  soil.  There  is  no  other  nation  in  present  con- 
dition to  maintain  a  competition  with  Great  Britain  in  the 
whale  fishery.  The  expense  at  which  it  is  supported  on 
her  part,  seems  enormbus  ;  255  vessels,  of  75,436  tons, 
employed  by  her  this  year  in  the  northern  fishery  at  42 
men  each,  and  59  in  the  southern  at  18  men  each, 
make  11,772  men.  These  are  known  to  have  cost  the 
Government  £15  each,  or  £176,580  in  the  whole,  and 
that  to  employ  the  principal  part  of  them  from  three  to 
four  months  only.  The  northern  ships  have  brought 
home  twenty,  and  the  souihem  sixty  tons  of  oil,  on 
an  average,  making  8.640  tons;  every  tott  of  oil,  then, 
has  cost  the  Government  £20  in  1)ounty.  Still,  if 
they  can  beat  us  out  of  the  field,  and  have  it  to  them- 
selves, they  will  think  their  hioney  well  employed.  If 
France  undertakes  solely  the  competition  against  them, 
she  must  do  it  at  equal  expense.  *  Four  thousand  five 
huridred  tons  of  shipping,  this  year,  at  a  bounty  of  50ZtV. 
Ihe  ton,  have  cost  France,  in  bounty,  225,000?ib.,  which, 
divided  oh  1,550  tons  of  oil,  comes  to  l45Kt).  the  ton. 
But  when  her  ships,  like  those  of  other  nations,  shall 
bring  home,  commumlnts  annis,  but   one-sixth  of  thehr 
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burden,  she  will  pay  six  ions  of  shipping,  or  ZOOHv^y  for 
every  ton  of  oil ;  she  can  bay  that  ton  of  oil  at  Boston, 
for  375  to  4bOKr.,  or  with  half  its  measure  of  wine. 
Again  :  calculate  the  expense  on  the  men.  There  were 
not  one  hundred  French  seamen  oh  board  the  seventeen 
whde  ships  of  this  year.  Each  man,  then,  has  cost  the 
Government  more  than  2,250Ztt>.;  we  may  even  say 
100  loilis  each.  The  trade  is  too  poof  to  support  itself; 
the  eighty-five  ships  necessary  to  supply  even  her  pre* 
sent  consumption,  bountied  as  the  English  are,  will  re- 
quire a  sacrifice  of  l,285,200Kr.  a  year  to  maintain 
3,570  seamen,  and  that  a  part  of  the  year  only.  And 
if  she  will  push  it  to  12,000  men,  in  competition  with 
England,  she  must  sacrifice,  as  they  do,  four  or  five  mil- 
lions a  year.  The  same  number  of  men  might,  with  the 
same  bounty,  be  kept  in  as  constant  employ  carrying 
stone  from  Bayonne  to  therbourg,  or  coal  from  New- 
castle to  Havre,  in  which  navigations  they  would  be  ial- 
ways  at  hand,  and  become  as  good  seamen.  The  English 
consider  among  their  best  sailors  those  employed  in  car- 
rying coal  from  Newcastle  to  London.  France  cannot 
expect  to  raise  her  fishery,  even  to  the  supply  of  her 
own  consumption^  in  one  year,  or  in  several  years.  Is  it 
not  better,  then,  by  keeping  her  ports  open  to  the  United 
States,  to  enable  them  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  fiield 
against  the  common  adversary,  till  she  shall  be  in  condi- 
tion to  take  it  herself,  and  to  supply  her  own  wants? 
Otherwise,  her  supplies  must  aliment  that  very  force 
whidh  is  keeping  her  under.  On  our  part,  we  can  never 
be  dangerous  competitors  to  Prance.  TTie  extent  to 
which  we  can  exercise  this  fishery  is  limited  to  that  of 
the  barren  island  of  Nantucket,  and  a  few  similai'  barren 
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spots ;  its  duratipn,  to  the  pleasure  of  this  Governnaent, 
39  we  have  no  other  market. 

A  material  observation  must  be  added  here.  Sudden 
vicissitudes  of  opening  and  shutting  ports  do  little  injury 
to  merchants  settled  on  the  opposite  coast,  watching  for 
the  opening  like  the  return  of  a  tide,  and  ready  to  enter 
with  it.  But  they  ruin  the  adventurer  whose .  distance 
requires  .six  months'  notice.  Those  who  are  now  arriving 
from  America,  in  consequence  of  the  arret  of  December 
29,  will  consider  it  as  the  false  light  which  lias  led  them 
to  their  ruin.  .  They  will  be  apt  to  say  that  they  came  to 
the  ports  of  France  by  invitation  of  that  arrii;  that  the 
subsequent  one  of  September  28,  which  drives  them  fioai 
those  ports,  founds  itself  on  a  single  principle,  viz  :  that 
jtbo  prohibition  of  foreign  oils  is  the  naost  useful  en- 
couragement, which  can  be  given  to  that  branch  of  indus- 
try. They  will  say  that,  if  this  be  a  true  principle,  it 
was  as  true  on  the  29th  of  December,  1787,  as  on  the 
28th  of  Septenriber,  1788*  It  was  then  weighed  against 
other  motives  judged  weaker,  and  overruled;  and  it  is 
hard  it  should  be  now  revived  to  ruin  them. 

The  refinery  for  whale  oil  lately  established  at  Rouen, 
seeps  to  be  an  object  worthy  of  national  attention.  In 
order  to  judge  of  its  importance,  the  different  qualities  of 
whale  oil  must  be  noted.  Three  qualities  are  known  io 
the  American  and  English  markets.  1.  That  of  the 
spermaceti  whale ;  2.  Of  the  Greenland  whale ;  3.  Of 
tbe  Brazil  whale. 

1.  Tbe  spermaceti  whale,  found  by  the  Nantuck- 
etmen  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Western  Islands, 
to  which  they  had  gone  in  pursuit  of  other  whales, 
retired  thence  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  afterwards  to  that 
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of  Brazil,  and  begins  now  to  be  best  found  in  (be  laii- 
Hide  of  the  Cape  of  tJood  Hope,  and  e?en  of  Cape 
Horn.    He  is  an  active,  fierce  animal,  and  requires  vast 
address  and  boldness  in  the  fisherman.     The  inhabitanti 
of  Brazil  make  little  expeditions    from  their  coast,  and 
take  «ome  of  these  fish.  But  the  Americans  are  the  emly 
distant  people  who  have  been    in  the  habit  of  seeking 
and  attacking  them  in  numbers.     The  British,  however, 
led  by  the  Nantuckois,  whom  they  have  decayed  into 
their  service,  have  begun  this  fisher}'.    In  1785^  they  had 
18  ships  in  it ;  in  1787;  38 ;  in  1788,  64,  or  as  some  say 
64:  I  have  cakulated  on  the  middle  number,  59 ;  still  they 
take  but  a  very  small  prbportioh  of  their  own  demawi. 
We  fiimish  the  rest.     Theirs  is  the  only  market  to  which 
we  carry  that  oil,  because  if  is  the  only  one  where  its  pro- 
perties are  known,     it  is  luminous,  resists  coagulation  by 
cold  to  the  41st  degree  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  and 
4th  of  Reaumur's^  and  yields  no  snoell  at  all.     It  is  used, 
therefore,  within  doors  to  lighten  shops,  and  even  in  the 
richest  houses,  for  ante-chambers,  stairs,  galleries,  &e. 
It  sells  ^t  the  London  market   for  treble  the  price  of 
common  whale  oil.     This  enables  the  adventurer  to  pay 
lh6  duty  of  18/.  55.  sterling  the  ton,  ahd  still  to  have  a 
living  profit.     Besides  Che  mass  of  oil  produced  from  tlic 
whole  body  of  the  whale,  his  bead  yields  three  dr  four 
barrels  of  what  is  called  bead  matter,  from  which  is  made 
the  solid  spermaceti    used    for    medicine  and  candles. 
This  seQs  by  the  pound,  at  double  the  price  of  the  oil. 
The  disadvantage  of  this  fishery  is,  that  the  sailors  are 
from  nine  to  twelve  months  absent  on  the  voyage ;  of 
course,  they  are  not  ^t  hand  Ofi  any  sudden  emergency, 
and  are  even  llaUe  to  be  taken,  before  they  khow  that  a 
war  18  begun.    It  mast  be  added,  on  the  subject  of  this 
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whale,  that  be  is  rare  a^d  shy,  sooo  tbandoniog  the 
grounds  where  he  is  hunted.  This  fishery  bemg  less 
losing  than  the  other,  and  often  profitable,  will  occasion  it 
lo  be  so  thronged  soob,  as  to  bring  it, on  %  level  with  the 
other.  It  will  then  require  tlie  same  expensive  support, 
or  be  abandoned. 

2.  The  Greenland  whale  oil  is  the  next  in  quality.  It 
resists  coagulation  by  cold  to  36  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
and  2  of  Reaumur;  but  it  has  a  smell  insupportable 
within  doors,  and  is  not  luminous.  It  sells,  therefore,  in 
London  at  £16  the  ton.  This  whale  is  clumsy  and  timid; 
be  dives  when  struck,  and  comes  up  to  breathe  by  the 
first  cake  of  ice,  where  the  fishermen  need  little  address 
or  courage  to  take  him.  This  is  the  fishery  mostly  fre- 
quented by  European  nations  ;  it  is  this  fish  which  yields 
ibe  fin  in  quantity,  and  the  voyages  last  about  three  pr 
ioav  months. 

3.  The  third  quality  is  that  of  the  small  Brazil  whale. 
He  was  originally  found  on  the  coast  of  Nantucket;  and 
&^t  led  that  jyeople  to  this  pursuit.  I|e  retired  first  to 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  then  to  the  Western  Islands, 
and  is  now  found  within  soundings  on  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and 
March.  This  oil  chills  at  fifty  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  and 
eight  degrees  of  Reaumur,  is  black  and  offensive  ;  worth 
therefore,  but  13^  the  ton  in  London.  In  warm  suauac^ 
nights,  however,  it  burns  better  th?m  the  Greenland  o)l.. 

To  the  qualities  of  the  oils  thu3  described,  it  if  to  be 
added,  that  an  individual  bus  discovered  methods,  L  Of 
converting  a  gre^t  part  of  the  oil  of  the.  spermaceti 
whale  into  a  solidi  Quittance  called  spermaceti,  her^to- 
foi;e  produced  from  hia  head  alope.    9.  Of  refining  th^ 
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GreenlaDil  whale  oil^  so  as  to  take  from  it  all  uneW,  utd 
render  it  limpid  and  luminous  as  that  of  the. spermaceti 
whale.  3.  Of  curdling  the  oil  of  the  Brazil  whale  into 
tallow  resembling  that  of  the  beef,  and  answe^iog  all  its 
pur{M)se$.  This  person  is  engaged  by  the  company 
which  has  established  the  refio<$ry  at  Rouen  ;  their  works 
will  cost  them  half  a  million  of  livres,  will  be  able  to  re- 
fine all  the  oil  which  can  be  used  in  the  kingdom,  and 
to  supply  foreign  markets-  The  effect  of  this  refinery, 
then,  would  be,  1.  To  supplant  the  solid  spermaceti  of 
ail  other  nations  by  tbe^irs  of  equal  quality  and  lower 
price.  2.  To  substitute,  instead  of  spermaceti  oil,  their 
black  whale  oil,  refined,  of  equal  quality  and  lower  price. 
3.  To  render  the  worthless  oil  of  the  Brazil  wliale  equal 
in  value  to  tallow  ;  and  4.  By  accommodating  these  oils 
to  uses  to  which  they  could  never  otherwise  have  been 
applied,  they  will  extend  the  demand  beyond  its  present 
narrow  limits,  to  any  supply  which  can  be  furnbhed,  and 
thus  give  the  more  effectual  encouragement  and  exten- 
sion* to  the  whale  fishery.  But  these  works  were  calcu- 
lated on  the  arr^^. of  December  29,  which  admitted  here, 
freely  and  fully,  the  produce  of  the  American  fishery.  Jf 
confined  to  that  of  the  French  ^bery  alone,  the  eater- 
prise  may  fail  (or  want  of  matter  to  work  on. 

After  this  review  of  the  whale  fishery  as  a  political 
institution,  a  few  considerations  shall  be  added  on  its  pro- 
duce as  a  basis  of  commercial  exchange  between  France 
and  the  United  States.  Th^  discussious  it  his  undergone 
on  former  occasions,  in  this  point  of  view,  leave  little 
new  to  be  pow  urged. 

'JThe  United  States  not  possessii^  mines  of  the  pre*. 
cious  metals,  they  can  purchase  necessaries  from  oilier 
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nations,  so  far  only  as  their  produce  is  received  in  ex* 
change.  Without  enumerating  our  smaller  articles,  we 
have  three  of  principal  importance,  proper  for  the  French 
market,  to  wit,  tobacco,  whale  oil,  and  rice.  The  firs? 
and  most  important  is  tobacco.  Thife  might  furnish  an 
exchange  for  eight  millions  of  the  productions  of  this 
country ;  but  it  is  under  a  nionopoly,  and  that  not  of  d 
mercantHe,  but  xi  financierrag  company,  whose  interest  is 
to  pay  in  money,  and  not  in  merchandise  ;  and  who  are 
so  much  governed  by  the  spirit  of  simplifying  their  pur* 
chases  and  proceedings,  that  they  find  means  to  elude 
every  endeavor  on  the  part  of  Government  to  make  theni 
diffuse  their  purcljases  among  the  merchants  in  general! 
Little  profit  is  derived  fi*om  this,  then,  as  an  article  of  ex- 
change for  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  France. 
Whale  oil  might  be  next  in  importance ;  but  that  is  now 
prolribited.  American  rice  is  not  yet  of  great,  but  it  is  - 
of  growing  consumption,  irf  France;  and,  being  the  only 
article  of  the  three  which  is  free,  it  may  become  a  prin- 
cipal basis  of  exchange.  Time  and  trial  may  add  a 
fourth-^that  is,  timber.  But  some  essays,  rendered  un- 
successful by  unforttinate  circumstances,  place  that,  at 
present,  under  a  discredit,  which  it  will  be  found  hereaf- 
ter not  to  have  merited.  The  English  know  its  value, 
and  ivere  supplied  with  it  before  the  war.  A  spirit  of 
hokility,  since  that  event,  led  them  to  seek  Russian 
rather  than  Americiin  supplies.  A  new  spirit  of  hostili- 
ty has  driven  them  back  from  Russia,  and  they  are  now 
making  contracts  f6r  American  timber.  But,  of  the 
three  articles  before  mentioned,  proved  by  experience  to 
be  suitablfe  for  the  French  mafket,  bne  is  prohibited,  one 
under  monopoly,  and  one  alone  free;  and  that  the  smalt- 
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est, .  and  of  very  limited  cotiSMinption.  The  way  to  an* 
cpurage  purchasers,  is  to  multipiy  their  means  of  pay* 
ment.  Whale  oil  might  be  ao  importaot-one.  In  one 
seale  is  the  interest  of  the  mUlions  who  are  lighted,  shod, 
or  clothed  with  the  help  of  it,  and  the  thousands  of  la- 
borers and  manufacturers  who  would  be  employed  ia 
producing  the  articles  which  might  be  given  in  exchange 
for  it»  if  received  from  America.  .  In  the  other  scale  ace 
t^e  interests  of  the  adventurers  in  the  whale  fishery; 
each  of  whom,  indeed,  politically  considered,  may  be  of 
more,  importance  to  the  Stale  thaa  a  simple  laborer  or 
oianufaciurer ;  but  to  make  the  estimate  with  the  accu- 
racy it  merits,  we  should  multiply  the  numbers  in  each 
scale  into  their  individual  importance,  and  see  which 
preponderates.  Both  Governments  have  seen  with  con^ 
cern,  that  their  commercial  intercourse  diw5  not  grow  as 
rapidly  as  ibfey. would  wish.  The  system  of* the  Unked 
States  is,  to  use  neither  prohibitions  nor  premiums;  com- 
merce there  regulates  itself  freely,  and  asks  nothing  bei» 
ter.  Where  a  Government  finds  itself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  undertaking4hfit  regulation,  it-  would  seem  that  it 
9)iOuld  conduqt  it  as  an  intelligent  merchant  would ;  that 
is  to  say,  invite  customers  to  purchase,  by  facilitating  theii 
means  of  payment,  and  by  adapting  goods  to  their  taste. 
If.  this  idea  be  just.  Government  here  has  two  operations 
to  attend  to,  with  respect  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States:        v 

1.  To  do  away,  or  to  moderate  as  much  as  possible, 
the  prohibitions  and  monopolies  of  their  material  he  pay- 
meat. 

%  To  encoui^ge  the  institution  of  the  pnncipal  mail- 
t^clures,  which: the  neQe6aities.or  the  habits  of  their  oew 
Vol.  IV. — 3 
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customers  call  for.  Under  tbis  latter  bead,  a  bint  sbatl 
be  suggested,  which  must  find  its  apology  m  the  motive 
inmi  which  it  ftoivs ;  that  is,  a  desii^  of  promoting  mu- 
ibal  interests'  and  close  friendship.  Six  hundred  thousand 
of  the  laboring  poor  of  America,  comprehending  slaves 
tmder  that  denomination,  are  clothed  in  three  of  the  stm- 
^est  manufactures  possible,  to  wit :  dsnabtirgs,  plains,  and 
iduflfel  Uaukets.  The  first  b  a  Hnen,  the  two  last  woollens. 
it  happens,  too,  that  they  ai^e  used  exactly  by  those  who 
cultivate  the  tobacco  and  rice,  and  in  a  good  degree  by 
those  employed  in  the  whale  fishery*  To  these  m^ntf- 
•6ctores  they  are  so  habituated,  that  no  substitute  will  be 
received*  if  the  vessels  which  bring  tobacco,  rice,  and 
wbale  ml,  do  not  find  them  in  the  ports  of  delivery,  they 
tmMt  be  sought  where  they  can  be  found — that  is,  m 
'England,  at  prebent.  If  they  were  made  in  France,  they 
would  be  gladly  tHkm  in  exchange  there.  The  squantilies 
annually  used  I^  this  ^esdiptiolii  of  pec^le,  and  their  va- 
lue, lure  as  fdlows : 
Osnaburgs,  2,760,000  a'unes,  a  16  sous  the 

aune,  worth      •        -        -        .       Xw.  2,160,000 
*  Plains,  1,350^000  aimes,  a  2  livres  the  auiie      3,700^000 
Diifi»l  blankets,  300,000,  al  livres  4  sous 
each -        2;16a,000 


It  would  be  difficult  to  say  bow  much  should  be  added 
^  the  consumption  of  inhabitants  of  other  descripti6ns ; 
a  great  deal,  sordy^  Bat  the  present  viefw  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  one  description  named.  Seven  millidtts  of 
'fitres^arenine  millidns  of  days'  woHc of  dKnse  who  Aiise, 
i^rd,  sfkio,  and  Iveave  the  wool  and  flax;  and  at  800 
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working  days  to  the  year,  would  maintaiD  30,000  people. 
To  introduce  these  simple  manufactures,  suppose  Govern- 
ment to  give  5  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  what  should  be 
exported  of  them  for  ten  years  to  come.  If  none  should 
be  exported,  iiothing  would  be  to  be  paid ;  but,  on  the 
-other  hand,  if  the  manufactures  shouU  rise  to  the  full 
demand,  it  vn\l  be  a  sacrffiocf  of  351,000  livres  a  year  for 
ten  years  only^— to  produce  a  perpetual  subsistence  for 
more  than  30,000  people,  (for  the  demand  will  grow 
with  our  population,)  while  she  must  expend  perpetually 
1,285,000  livres  a  year  to  maintain  the  3,570  seaipea 
who  would  supply  her  with  whale  oil ;  that  is  to  say,  for 
each  seaman  as  much  as  for  thirty  laborers  and  manufao* 
-turers.    But  to  return  to  our  subject,  and  to  conclude. 

Whether,  then,  we  consider  the  arrit  of  September  38 
in  a  political  or  a  commercial  light,  it  would  seem  that 
the  United  States  should  be  except(dd  from  its  operation. 
Still  more  so  when  they  invoke  againat  it  the  amity  sub* 
sisting  between  the  two  nations ;  the  desire  of  bfndiag 
them  together  by  every  pbsaible  interest  and  conne;ik>Q ; 
the  several  acts  in  favor  of  this  exception  ;  the  dignity  of 
legislation,  which  admits  not  of  changes  bad^wards  and 
forwards ;  the  interests  of  oomnsecce,  whichtequire  steady 
regulations  ;the<»B«iirattces  of  the  friei^Jy  motives  which 
hav0  led  the  King  to  pass  these  act5;and  the  hope  thftt 
iDO  cause  will:  arise  to  change  either  ihis  motiyesior  Mb 
measures  towards  us.  : 
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FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

'    '  Paris,  November  29, 1788, 

Sir, 
In  the  burry  of  making  up  my  letter  of  the  19tb  in- 
stant, I  omitted  to  enclose  the  printed  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject of  whale  oil.  That  omission  is  now  supplied  by 
another  conveyance  by  the  way  of  London,  The  ex- 
planatory arrH  is  not  yet  come  out.  I  still  take  for 
granted  it  will  pass,  though  there  be  an  opposition  to  k 
in  the  Council.  In  the  mean  time,  orders  are  given  to 
receive  our  oils  which  may  arrive.  The  apprehension 
of  a  want  of  corn  has  induced  them  to  turn  their  eyes 
to  foreign  supplies  ;  and,  to  show  their  preference  of  re- 
ceiving them  from  us,  they  have  passed  the  enclosed 
uttH^  giving  a  premium  on  wheat  and  flour  from  the 
United  States,  for  a  liraiited  time.  This  you  will,  doubt- 
less, think  proper  to  have  translated  and  published.  The 
Notables  are  still  in  session.  The  votes  of  the  separate 
bureaux  have  not  yet  been  reduced  to  a:  joint  act  in  the 
assembly  of  the  whqle.  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  they 
ivill  change  the  separate  votes  relative  to  the  representa- 
tion of  the  IxtTB  Etat  in  the  States  General.  In  the 
meat)  time,  the  stream  of  public  indignation,  heretofore 
Utrected  against  the  Court,  sets  strongly  against  the 
Notables.  It  is  not  y«t  decided  when  the  States  will 
meet,  but,  certainly,  they  cannot  till  February  or  Maieb. 
The  Turks  have  retired  across  the  Danube.  This 
indicates  their  going  into  winter  quarters,  and  the  seve- 
rity of  the  weather  must  hasten  it.  The  thermometer 
was,  yesterday,  at  eight  degrees  of  Fahrenheit ;  that  is, 
twenty-four  degrees  below  freezing.     This  having  con- 


tinued  many  da.ys,  and  still  likely  to  continue,  and  the 
wind  from  northeast,  renders  it  probable  that  all  enter- 
prise must  be  suspended  between  the  three  great  belli- 
geram  powers.  Poland  is  likely  to  be  thrown  inlo  great 
convulsions.  The  Empress  of  Russia  has  peremptorily 
demanded  such- aids  from  Poland  as  might  engage  it  id 
the  war.  The  Ring  of  Prussia,  on  the  other  hand^ 
threatens  to  march  an  army  on  their  borders.  The  vote 
of  ibe  Pol^  confederacy  for  one  hundred  thousand 
meii,  was  a  coalition  of  thejwo  parties  in  tliat  single 
act  only.  The  party  opposed  to  the  King  have  obtained 
a  majority,  iind  b^ve  voted  that  this  army  shall  be  inde* 
pendent  of  him.  They  are  supported  by  Prussia,  while 
the  King  depends  on  Russia.  Authentic  inforroatidD 
from  England  leaves  not  a  doubt  that  the  King  is  luna^ 
tip,  and  that  that,  instead  of  the  effect,  is  the  cause  of 
the  illness  under  which  he  has  been  so  near  dying.  I 
mention  this,  because  the  English  newspapers,  speaking 
by  guess  on  that,  as  they  do  on  all  other  subjects,  might 
mislead  you  as  to  his  true  situation.;  or  rather,  might 
mislead  others  who  know  less  than  you  do,  that  a  thing 
is  not  rendered  the  more  proh&ble  by  being  mentioned  in 
thbsie  papers. 

r  enclose  those  of  Ley  den  to  the  present  date,  with 
the  Gazettes  of  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fac, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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Arrit  of  the  KingU  Council  of  State,  to  encourage, 
by  bounties,  the  importation  of  wheat  and  Jlour  com- 
ing from  the  United  States  of  America, 

Translation. 

November  33,  1786. 
Extract  from  ihe  Registers  of  the  Council  of  State. 

The  King,  unwiHing  to  neglect  any  means  that  may 
encourage,  during  thig  year,  the  importation  of  foreign 
grain,  has  judged  it  proper  to  grant  bounties  to  those 
who  shall  :import  into  his  kingdom  wheat  and  flow 
coming, from  the  United 'States  of  America.  To  pvo- 
tide  for  whioh^  the  report  being  heard,  the  King,  in  Im 
Council,  has  ordained,  and  does  ordain,  as  follows : 

Article  i.  There  shall  be  paid  to  aU  French  oi 
foreign  merchants,  who,  from  the  15th  of  February  next 
to  the  30lh  of  June  following,  shall  import  into  France 
wheat  and  wheat  flour,  comiilg  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  a  bounty  of  thirty  sous  for  every  quintal  of 
ioan  The  said  bounties  shall  be  paid  by  the  receivers 
^  the  form  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  kingdom  where 
<he  said  grain  and  flour  shall  arrive,  on  the  declarations 
furnished  by  the  captains  of  the  vessels,  w1k>  shall  be 
l>ound  to  annex  thereto  a  legal  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading, 
apd  the  certificate  of  the  magistrates  of  the  pkce  where 
the  lading  shall  have  been  made. 

Article  ii.  AU  vessels,  without  distinction,  which, 
during  the  space  of  time  above  mentioned,  shall  import 
into  the  kingdom  wheat  and  flour  from  the  said  United 
States  of  America,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  freight 
duty  on  account  of  the  said  importations.  His  Majesty 
enjoins  the  intendants  and  commissaries  throughout  the 
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proTtiices,  and  all  othens  chained  witli  the  exteutioo  of 
bts  orders^  to  carry  toto  execotion  the  present  arritp 
whioh  sbali  be  pridted,  publbbed,  and  posted  wfaere?er  it 
may  be  necessary / 

Uone  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  (hisMajes^ 
being  present,)  beU  at  Versailles,  the  23d  November^ 
1788;. 

LAURENT  DE  VILLEDEUIL. 


Arrit   of  ike  King^s  Chuncil  of  State  respecting  tht 
commerce  of  grain. 

Translation. 

November  23,  1788.    ' 
Extract  from  the  Registers  of  the  Coimtil  of  State, 

The  King,  having  been  informed  of  the  price  of  grain, 
and  of  the  different  circumstances  which  have  raised  the 
value,  has  learned  with  pain,  th^t  the  crops  have  not 
yielded  the  customary  supply,  and  that  the  cultivators 
have  been,  in  general,  much  disappointed  in  their  expec- 
tations. .  It  is,  moreover,  generally  known  that  a  disas- 
trous hail-storm  ha^  ravaged  a  great  part  of  his  domin- 
ions, and  many  other  unfortunate  events  have  conspired 
to  diminish  the  crops,  in  numberless  parts  of  the  ptovinces 
of  his  kingdom.  His  Majesty  nevertheless  is  informed 
that  no  scarcity  is  to  be  feared,  but  there  may 
not  perhaps  be  a  surplus  quantity,  necessary  to  keep  the 
price  within  reasonable  limits.  It  is  not  in  his  Majesty's 
power  to  control  the  laws  of  nature,  but,  attentive  to  alt 
who  are  under  his  care  and  protection,  hie  at  first  strictly 
prohibited  the  expoftatioa  of  grain,  and  at  the  same  time 
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inaintaiDed  the  most  perfect  liberty  in  the  interior  circo* 
lition,  in  order  that  all  the  provinces  of  his  kingdom 
might  routnally  comribute  to  the  relief  of  each  other; 
His  Majesty,  in  consequence  of  his  paternal  anxiety,  and 
the  complaints  which  have  been  addressed  to  him,  thinks 
h  advisable  at  this  time  to  put  a  stop  to  a  kind  of  specu- 
lation, by  no  means  of  service  to  the  proprietorsj  and 
which  is  of  essential  detriment  to  the  consumers  ;  that  is, 
the  purchases  and  forestallings  undertaken  only  with  a 
view  of  profiting  by  an  increase  of  price,  and  which  con- 
sequently inspireis  the  dangerous  desire  of  seeing  tlie 
prices  further  enhanced.  Such  speculations,  which  are 
beneficial  in  abundant  years,  excite  alarm,  and  may  have 
unhappy  consequences  while  the  price  of  subsistence  is 
already  so  high.  His  Majesty,  unwilling,  however,  to 
authorize  any  examinations,  which  it  is  so  easy  to  abuse, 
has  thought  proper  to  content  himself  with  re-establish- 
ing, for  this  year,  the  ancient  obligation  of  not  selling  or 
purchasing  but  in  the  markets,  that  the  officers  of  the 
police  niay  be  enabled  to  observe  the  conduct  of  those 
who  give  themselves  up  to  so  dishonest  a  traffic.  He 
has,  at  the  same  time,  thought  proper  to  renew  the  an- 
cient ordinances,  prohibiting  from  all  kind  of  commerce 
in  grain  those  persons  who  are  charged  with  the  care  of 
the  police  and  good  order,  and  in  extending  the  prohibi- 
tion to  all  such  as  have  the  management  of  the  royal 
moneys,  and  as  are  in  any  manner  attached  to  the  admin- 
istration. He,  at  the  same  time,  promises  the  most  par- 
licul.ar  protection  to  the  merchants  who  may  import  into 
France  wheat  purchased  in  foreign  countries,  or  who 
employ  themselves  in  carrying  grain  from  one  province 
to  another,  and  by  this  means  equalize  among  his  subjects 


TMBUMSnc  COmiBfiPONDBRCS.  4^ 

tkd.  rci60tti*ces  and  means  of  subsistence.  His  Majesty 
eannot  warrant,  notwithstanding  these  precautions,  and 
all  those  which  he  will  take  by  means  of  administration, 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  roto  the 
kingdom,  that  the  price  of  this  commodity  may  not  be 
constantly  dear  this  year  ;  biit  notwithstanding  the  pain^ 
hi  situation  of  his  finances,  he  will  grant  more  consider- 
able relief  than  at  other  times '  to  the  most  indigent  part 
of  his  people,  and  he  will  not  cease  to  do  every  thing 
that  can  be  reasonably  expected  from  his  beneficence  and 
his  resources.  For  which  being  willing  to  provide; 
having  heard  the  report,  the  King,  being  present  in  his 
Council,  has  ordained  and  doQS  ordain  as  follows : 

Article  i.  His  Majesty  wills  and  ordains,  that  under 
the  penalties  established  by  the  ancient  regulations, 
grain  and  flour  shall  not  be  sold  nor  bought  in  any  other 
place  than  in  the  halls,  markets,  or  in  the  ordinary  ports 
of  the  cities,  towns,  and  places  of  the  kingdom,  as  have 
been  established  for  the  purpose. 

Article  ii.  His  Majesty  prohibits  the  merchants, 
and  all  other  persons,  of  whatsoever  quality  or  condition 
they  may  be,  from  going  out  to  meet  those  who  shall 
bring  grain  to  market,  either  to  give  them  earnest  or  to 
make  any  private  bargain  with  them. 

Article  hi.  His  Majesty  prohibits  the  officers  of  jus- 
tice and  police,  all  weighers  and  measurers,  and  other 
persons  employed  in  the  service  of  the  niarkets,  as  well 
as  the  farmers  and  receivers. of  his  dues,  clerks  of  his 
receipts,  cashiers  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  his  revenue,  or  attached  in  any  other  manner  to 
ihe  administration  of  his  finances,  from  intermeddhng, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  commerce  of  grain. 
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Ahticx«£  iv.  His  Majesty  Qxpjreseljr  wills  (bit  no  ifl»- 
pediment  should  be  made  to  the  free  trapsportatioa  gI 
graiQ  Uirougjbout  his  kiogdoiPy  aqd  orders  the  judges  of 
police^  and  the  officers  of  the  MarSchaus^Se,  to  aid  thft 
execMtioB  pf  bis  orders. 

Article  v.  The  dispositions  of  thi^  presei&t  rule  sibftU 
have  ibree  but  for  one  year.  His  IVtajesty  refifer^iog  th0 
renewal  at  the  expiratioa  of  that  tenia,  if  cilpcqmstaneet 
require^ 

Article  vi.  His  Majesty  coqfirmSy  a$  far  as  m^y  Im 
necessary,  the  ancient  regula^tions,  which  ord^r  that  thq 
inhabitants  of  those  places  where  grain  is  expoa^  tQ 
sale,  to  provide  themselves,  in  preference  to  ilie  iper^ 
chants,  with  the  quantity  necessary  ibr  their  oonsi^np- 
tion. 

Article  yii.  I£s  Majesty  does  not  intend  to  i^ake 
any  innovation  in  the  regulations  of  the  police,  bithertii 
pursued  for  supplyiog  the  city  of  Paris  with  prpvisiQnSi 
which  shall  continue  to  be  observed  as  heretofore. 

Article  vhi.  His  Majesty  paternally  exhorts  the 
proprietors  and  Farmers  to  concur  in  his  wise  and  benefi- 
cent designs,  and  to  supply,  by  sufficiently  providing  the 
markets,  in  the  manner  which  he  conceives  not  proper  to 
prescribe  at  present ;  and  all  letters  patent^  if  niecessary, 
shall  be  made  out  under  the  present  arrit. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State^  (his  Majesty 
being  present,)  held  at  yersailles^  the  32d  NQivem* 
her,  1789^ 

LAURENT  DE  VILL?a>EUlL. 
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FllOM  JOHN   JAY   TO  THOMAS  JEFFBRSON. 

O0ioe  for  Foreign  Affaira,     > 
March  9,  1789.1 

Dear  Sir^ 

Since  the  13th  day  of  September,  nine  States  have 
not  been  represented  in  Congress ;  and  since  the  10th  day 
of  October  last,  a  sufficient  number  for  ordinary 
business  have  not  convened;  no  progress,  therefore, 
could  be  made  in  the  affairs  of  this  department,  and  that 
will  contimie  to  be  the  case  until  the  Governraeat  shall 
be  organized.  Many  members  of  the  new  Congress  are 
now  here,  but  not  a  sufficient  number  of  both  houses  to 
form  quorums.  There  is,  nevertheless,  reason  to  ex- 
pect  that  both  houses  will  be  in  capacity  next  Week  to 
open  tlie  ballots  for  President  «nd  Vice  Presidebt.  It 
is  generally  supposed,  (and,  indeed,  known,)  that  General 
Washington  is  chosen  for  the  first,  and  Mr.  Adams  fot 
the  second. 

I  have  been  favQred  with  your  letters  of  20th  August, 
3d,  5tb,  and  24th  September,  (extraets  firom  the  twa 
last  of  wliich,  relative  to  our  captives  at  Algiers,  and  for** 
eign  officers,  have  been  communicated  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury,)  and  14ih,  19th,  and  29ih  November,  I788. 
The  alterations  in  the  Consular  Convention  give  satisfac- 
tion ;  the  papers  relativeto  it  have  been  perused  by  several 
members  of  Copgress.  Your  conduct  is  greatly  and  de* 
servedly  commended . 

The  reasons  assigned  for  your  wishing  to  make  a  short 
vi»t  to  America  are,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to  ju^ify 
you  in  askbg  for  leave,  and  Congress  in  granting  it ;  but, 
my  dear  Sir^  there  is  no  Congress  aiuing^  mot  have  any 
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of  their  servants  authority  to  interfere.  As  soon  as  the 
President  shall  be  in  office,  I  will,  without  delay,  com- 
municate your  letters  to  him,  and  give  the  business  all 
the  despatch  in  my  power.  To  this,  I  shall  be  prompted 
not  only  by  official  duty,  but  by  that  personal  esteem  and 
regard  with  which  I  am,  &c.,  ^ 

JOHN  JAY. 

WBOn  THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Paris,  December  5,  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  2d  of  AugtJst, 

and  of  adding  a  postscript  of  August  the  6ih. 

#  #     <     '  *  #  #  # 

You  recollect  well  the  arrit  of  December  the  29th, 
in  favor  of  our  commerce,  and  which,  among  other  things, 
gave  a  free  admission  to  our  whale  oil,  under  a  duty  of 
about  two  louis  a  ton.  In  consequence  of  the  English 
treaty,  their  oils  flowed  in,  and  overstocked  the  niarket. 
The  light  duty  they  were  liable  to  under  ,the  treaty,  still 
lessened  by  false  estimates,  and  aided  by  the  premiums 
of  the  British  Government,  enabled  them  to  undersell 
the  French  and  American  oils.  This  produced  an  out- 
cry of  the  Dunkirk  fishery.  It  was  proposed  to  exclude 
al}  European  oils  which  would  not  infringe  the  British 
treaty.  I  could  not  but  encourage  this  idea,  because  i^ 
would  give  to  the  French  and  American  fisheries  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  French  market.  The  arrit  wps  drawn 
up ;  but,  in  the  very  moment  of  passing  it,  they  struck' 
out  the  word  European,  so  that  our  oils  became  involved. 
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This,  I  believe,  was  the  effect  of  a  single  person  in  the 
Ministry.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  to  me,  I  wrote  to 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  and  had  conferences  with  him 
and  the  other  Ministers.  T  found  it  necessary  to  gi^e 
them  information  on  the  subject  of  the  whale  6shery,  of 
which  they,  knew  little,  but  from  the  partial  information 
of  their  Dunkirk  adventurers.  I  therefore  wrote  the 
observations,  (of  which  I  enclose  you  a  printed  copy,) 
had  them  printed,  to  entice  them, to  read  them,  and  par- 
ticularly developed  the  expense  at  which  they  are  car- 
rying on  tha^  fishery,  and  at  which  they  must  continue 
it,  if  they  do  continue  it.  This  part  was  more  particu- 
larly intended  for  M.  Necker,  who  was  quite  a  stranger 
to  the  subject,  who  has  principles  of  econoniy,  and  will 
enter  into  calculations.  Other  subjects  are  incidentally  in- 
troduced ;  though  little  connected  with  the  main  ques- 
tioi^  they  had  been  called  for  by  other  circumstances. 
An  immediate  order  was  given  for  the  present  admission 
of  our  oils,  till  they  could  form  an  arrii ;  and  at  a  confer- 
ence, the  draught  of  an  arret  wa§  communicated  to  me, 
which  re-established  that  of  December  the  29th.  They 
expressed  fears  that,  under  cover  qf  our  name,  the  Nova 
Scotia  oils  wouTd  be  introduced;  and  a  blank  was  left  in 
the  draught  for  the  means  of  preventing  that.  They 
have  since  proposed  that  the  certificate  of  their  Consul 
shall  accompany  the  oils,  to  authorize  their  admission  ;  and 
this  is  what  they  will  probably  adopt.  It  was  observed, 
that  if  our  States  would  prohibit  all  foreign  oils  from  be- 
ing imported  into  them,  it  would  be  a  great  safeguard, 
and  an  encouragement  to  them  to  continue  the  admis- 
sion. Still  there  remains  an  expression  in  the  arrit  that 
it  is  provisory  only.  However,  we  must  be  contented 
with  it  as  it  is ;  my  hope  being  that  the  legislature  will 
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be  transferred  to  the  National  Assembly,  in  wliose  hands 
it  will  be  more  stable,  and  with  whom  it  will  be  more  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  a  repeal,  should  the  Ministry  hereafter  de- 
sire it.  If  they  could  succeed  in  drawing  over  as  many 
of  our  Nantucket  men  as  would  supply  their  demand  of 
oils,  we  might  then  fear  an  exclusion  ;  but  the'  present 
arrHy  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  passed,  will,  I  hope,  place  iis 
in  safety  till  that  event;  and  that  event  may  never  hap- 
pen. 1  have  entered  into  all  these  details,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  quiet  the  alarm  which  must  have  been  rais- 
ed by  the  cnrit  of  September  the  24tb,  and  assure  the 
adventurers  that  they  may  pursue  their  enterprises  as  safe- 
ly as  if  that  had  never  been  passed,  and  more  profitably, 
because  we  participate  now  of  a  monopolized  instead  of 
in  open  market.  The  enclosed  observations,  though 
printed,  have  only  been  given  to  the  Ministers,  and  one 
or  two  other  confidential  persons.  You  will  see  that  fheiy 
contain  matter  which  should  be  kept  from  the  English,  and 
will  therefore  trust  them  to  the  perusal  only  of  such  per- 
3ons  as  you  can  confide  in.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  for  his  aid  on  tliis,  as  on  every 
other  occasion.  He  lias  paid  the  closest  attention  to  it, 
and  combatted  for  us  with  the  zeal  of  a  native. 

The  necessity  of  reconducting  my  family  to  America, 
and  of  placing  my  afiTairs  there  under  permanent  arrange- 
ments, has  obliged  me  to  ask  of  Congress  a  six  months' 
absence,  to  wit:  from  April  to  November  next.  I  hope, 
therefore,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  there,  and 
particularly  that  it  will  be  at  New  York  that  I  shall  find 
you.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  sincere  esteem  to 
Mrs.  Adamsi  and  believe  me,  &;c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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TROH  'JtBOUAS  JErr£1l«ON    tO  JOHN   JaT. 

PMis,  January  11,  1789. 
Sir, 
My  last  letters  have  been  of  the  14tb,  19ib,  and  29th 
of  November,  by  the  way  of  London  ;  the  present  will  go 
the  same  way,  through  a  private  cbannel.     All  militaiy 
operations  in  Europe  seem  to  have  been  stopped  by  the 
excessive  severity  of  the  weather.     In  this  country  it  is 
unparalleled  in  so  early  a  part  of  the  winter,  and  in  dura- 
tion, having  continued  since  the  middle  of  November; 
during  which  time  it  has  been  as  low  as  nine  degrees 
below  naught,  (tliat  is  to  say,  forty-one  degrees  below 
freeznig,  by  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,)  and^has  increased 
the  difficulties  of  the  administration  here.     They  bad  be- 
fore to  struggle  with  the  want  of  nooney,  and  want  of 
bread  for  the  people  and  now,  the  want  of  fuel  for  theon, 
and  want  of  employment.    The  siege  of  Ocs^ikow.is 
still  continued,  the  soldiers  shekering  themselves  in  the 
Russian  maimeri  in  subterraneous  barracks ;  and    the 
Captam  Pacha  has  retired  with  his  6eet.     The  death  of 
the  King  of  Spain  has  contributed,  with  the  insanity  of 
the    English   King,   to  render   problematical  the  ibrtn 
which  tbe  affairs  of  Europe  will  tiltimately  take.    Some 
think  a  peace  possible  between  the  Turks  and  the  two 
Empires,  with  the  cession  of  the  Crioiea  to  the  farmer, 
as  less  important  to  Russia  than  Poland,  which  she  is  in 
danger  of  losing.    In  this  case,  the  twa  Empires  might 
attack  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  scene  of  war  be  oniy 
changed  ;  he  is  certainly  uneasy  at  the  Aocid^t  happened 
lo  bis  principal  aUy.    There  seems  do  douU  but  that 
the  Ptinpe  of  Wales  will  be  -«(de  regent ;  but  it  is  also 
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supposed  they  will  not  give  him  the  whole  executive 
powers,  and  particularly  that  of  declaring  war  without 
the  consent  of  the  Parliament.  Should  his  personal  dis- 
positions, therefore,  and  that  of  a  new  Ministry,  be  the 
same  which  the  King  had  of  co-operating  with  Prussia, 
yet  the  latter  cannot  count  on  their  effect.  Probably,  the 
Parliament  will  not  consent  to  war ;  so  that  I  think  we 
way  consider  the  two  great  powers  of  France  and  Eng- 
land as  absolutely  at  rest  for  some  time.  As  the  char- 
acter of  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  becoming  interesting,  I 
have  endeavored  to  learn  what  it  Iruly  is ;  this  is  less 
difficult  in  his  case  than  in  that  of  other  persons  of  his 
r&nk,  because  he  has  taken  no  pains  to  hide  himself  from 
the  world.  The  information  I  most  rely  on  is  from  a 
person  here  with  whom  I  am  intimate,  who  divides  his 
time  between  Paris  and  I^ndon,  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  of  truth,  sagacity,  aiid  science.  He  is  of  a  circle, 
when  in  London,  which  has  bad  good  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  Prince  ;  but  he  has,  also,  himself  had  spe- 
cial occasions  of  verifying  their  informaition  by  his  own 
personal  observation.  He  happened,  when  last  in  Lon- 
don, to  be  invited  to  a  dibner  of  three  persons.  The 
Prince  canie,  by  chance,  and  made  the  fourth.  He  ate 
half  a  leg  of  mutton  ;  did  not  taste  of  imall  dishes, 
because  small  ;  drank  Champaign  and  Burgundy  as 
small  beer  during  dinner,  and  Bordeaux  after  dinner, 
as  the  rest  of  the  company.  Upon  the  whole,  he  ate 
as,  much  as  the  other  three,  and  drank  about  two  bot- 
tles of  wine,  without  seeming  to  feel  it.  My  inforra- 
aat  sat  ne^t  him,  and,  being  till  then  unknown  to  the 
Prince,  personally,  (though  not  by  character,)  aad  latejy 
{iom  France,  the  Prkie^  con6ned  bis  cohversation  almost 


Ofitirejy  <o  him.  Obstmog  t6  tba  Prince  thtt  be  apoke 
French  without  the  lelst  foreign  aoceot,  the  Prince  told 
him  that  when  retj  young  his  father  had  put  only 
French  eenraitts  about  hiniy  and  that  it  was  to  that  cir- 
comstance  be  owed  bis  pronunciation.  He  led  bite  from 
this  to  give  an  account  of  hid  education,  tbe  total  of 
which  was  tbe  learning  a  little  Liatin.  He  has  not  a  iiO'^ 
gle«element  of  mathematicSy  of  natural  or  moral  pbikso^ 
pby>  or  of  any  other  science  on  etoth ;  nor  has  the  socie- 
ty be  has  kept  been  sueb  m  to  Supply  the  toid  of  educa- 
tion. It  has  been  that  of  the  lowest,  the  most  illiterate 
sind  profligale  persons  of  tbe  kingdom,  witheut  choice  of 
rank  or  merit,  and  with  whom  the  subjects  of  cobtbcm- 
tioD  are  only  hors)»8,  drioking-noatcbes,  bawdy*housts, 
and  in  terms  the  most  vi^ar.  Tbe  young  nobility  who 
be^n  by.  associating  with  him,  soon  leave  him,  disgusted 
with  the  insupportable  pto&igaey  ot  his  aociety ;  and  Mr. 
Fox,  who  has  been  supposed  his  fiiycrite,  and  not  ever 
nfee  in  the  choice  of  company,  would  fiever  keep  his 
company  habitually.  In  feet,  he  nerer  associated  with  a 
man  of  sense.  He  has  not  a  single  idea  of  justice,  mo- 
ndity,  religion,  or  of  the  rights  of  man,  nor  any  anxiety 
for  the  opmion  of  tbe  worid.  He  carries  that  iadSer* 
eoce  of  £ime  so  fur,  that  he  wocdd  probably  not  be  hurt 
were  be  to  lose  bis  tbione,  profkied  he  oooM  be  assured 
of  havif^  always  meat,  droik^  horses,  and  women.  In 
the  aitide  df  woaieii,  oevetdidess,  he  is  become  mwe 
correct  since  bis  cocmesaan  with  Mrs.  Fitaheihert,  w]m> 
is  an  hdneist  aad  wioithy  womtti ;  be  laeren  less  crapu- 
lous than  he  was.  He  bad  a  Eae  petvoo,  birt  it  is  be? 
coming  coarse.  He  pneseaseagoodoative  oomnwn  sense . 
is  affiible,  polity  and  treiy  good*4mnioced,  siying  to  my 
Vol.  iv»— 4 . 
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inferraant,  on  another  occasion,  "  Your  friend  such  a  one 
dined  with  me  yesterday,  and  I  made  him  damned 
drunk."  He  replied,  "  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  I  had  heard  that 
your  Royal  Highness  had  left  off  drinking.'*  The  Prince 
laughed^  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder  very  good  natured- 
ly,  without  saying  a  word>  or  ever  after  showing  uny  dis- 
pleasure. '  The  Duke  of  York,  who  was  for  some  time 
cried  up  as  the  prodigy  of  the  family,  is  as  profligate, 
and  of  less  understanding.  To  these  particular  traits, 
from  a  man  a(  sisnse  and  truth,  it  would  be  superfluous 
to  add  the  general  terms  of  praise  or  blame  in  which  he 
id  spoken  of  by  other  persons,  in  whose  impartiality  and 
penetration  1  have  less  confidence.  A  sample  is  better 
tfatn  a  description.  For  the  peace  of  Europe,  it  is^  best 
that  the  King  should  give  such  gleamings  of  recovery 
as  would  prevent  the  Regent  or  his  Ministry  from  think- 
ing themselves  firm,  and  yet  that  he  should  not  recover. 
This  country  advattces  '  with  a  steady  pace  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  constitution,  whereby  the  peo[^  will 
resume  the  great  mass  of  those  powers  so  fatallyJodged  in 
the  bands  of  the  King.  During  the  session  of  the  Nota- 
bles, and  after  their  votes  against  the  rights  of  the  people, 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  took  up  the  subject,  and  passed  a 
vote  in  opposition  to  theirs,  (whwh  I  send  you :)  this  was 
not  thmr  genutoe  sentmient.  It  was  a  manoeuvre  of  the 
young  members,  who  are  truly  well  disposed,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  accidental  absence  of  many  old  members 
and  brbging  others  over  by  the  clause  whieh,  while  it 
admits  the  negatire'  of  the  States  Genei^l  in  legisIaticAi, 
reserves  still  to  the  Pariiament  the  right  of  enregist»r« 
ing*^that  is  to  say,  another  negative.  The  Notables  per- 
severed in  their  opinbn*     Tha  Princes  of  the  blood, 
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(MoBsteur  aiki  (he.  Duke  d'Orieans  excepted,)  presented 
a^d  pablished  a  memoir,  threatening  seiasioQ.  The  Par* 
liameat  were  proposing  to  approve  of  that  roenaoir,  (by 
way  <»r  rescinding  tb^ir  former  voce,)  and  were  prevented 
from  It'  by  the  threat  of  a  young  member  to  impeach 
(imonctry  the  raemoh*)  and  the  princes  who  have  signed 
it.  The  vote  of  the  Notidble^,.  tberefbre,  remaining 
baknced  by  that  of  the  Parlianaent,  the  voice  of  the  na^ 
^a<m  becoming  loud  and  general  for  the  rights  of  the  Titrz 
Ekaif  a  strong  probability  that  if  they  were  net  allowed 
ene-faalf  the  representation,  they  would,  send  »p  their 
members  ^th  express  instructions  to  agree  to  bo  tax, 
to  no  adoption  of  the  public  debts,  md  the  Court  reaOy. 
wishing  to  give  them  a  moiety  of  the  represenftatbn,  this 
Was  decided  on  ultimately.  You  are  not  to  suppose  that 
these  dispositions  of  tlie  Court  proceed  frero  any  love  of 
the  people,  or  justice  towards  tbeiir  rights.  Courts  love 
the  people  always  as  wolves  do  the  sheep.  The  fact  is  this , 
the  Court  wants  money :  from  the  .Ti&^  Siat  they  cannot 
get  it,  because  they  are  already  squeesed  to  the  last  drop. 
The  clergy  and  the  nobles,  by  their  privSeges  and  in* 
flueoce^  have  Jiitherto  screed  their  property,  in  a  great 
degree,  fifom  pubtie  eontribmioa.  That  half  of  the 
orange  then  remains  yet  to  be  squeeeed,  and  for  tfaisope-' 
ration  diere  i$  no  agent  powerful  enough^  but  the  people. 
They  are- therefore  bvougfat  forward  as  the  fiivorket  of 
the  Couit,  and  wSl  be  siippovted  by  them.  The  mo- 
ment of  crisis  will  be  the  meeting  of  the  Slates ;  because 
their  ftrse  aet  wiH  be  to  deetde  whether  they  shall  vote 
by  persons  or  by  orders.  I%e  clergy  will  kttve  nothing 
onattempted  xp  bbttio  tin  ktHer;  for  they  see  that  the 
spirit  of  r^foriMtioBwii  not  on^oe  tedf  to  thepo)it»* 
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cai,  but  w^I  •xtenil  to  tbe  eeoteiastieil  estaMbhm^t 
also.  With  respect  to  the  Bobles,  the  yo«agef  rti^mbef^ 
zre  generally  ibr  the  people^  and  the  ioaidcUe  aged  are  daily 
comiDg  over  to  the  same  side;  ao  ih)|t  by  tbetiine  the 
Skates  meet,  we  Biay  liope  there  will  be  a  omjority  <4 
fitat  body  also  io  hwwtot  th^  peotrfe^aod  ooDsequently 
for  rottog  by  pmonSi  and  cot  orders* 

You  will  peroeive.by.  the.  report  ot  M.  Niacker j,{ia  .the 
Gazette  of  France,)  Ist^  A  renewal  of  the  renufiektiofi 
of  the  power  of  impofiniig  a  new  tan  by  the  King,  and  H 
KIce  remnoiatiod  of  the.  power  to  contiane  any  old  one: 
3d;  An  acknowbd^est  that  the  States  are  to  appro- 
piiaie  the  puUic  monej/^^i/f^ich  will  go  Io  the  binding  (he 
Conrt  vto  a  civil  list:  8d.  A  consent  Io  the  pejnodtcal 
meetngof  tlie  States:  4th.  To  coosidte  ^  ihe  reatncr 
Sons  of  wfaieh  leUres  de  mdhtt  are  suaceplibl^ :  6tb. 
The  degree  of  liberty  to  be  gtven  to  ih^  pi^sis :  ^b«  A  bill 
of  r^hts:  and  7th.  There  iii  a  passage,  which  looks  to- 
wards the  fespohsibiBly  of  Ministersv  If olbiiig  is  said  of 
commuQieating  td  them  a  share  k  ibe  legi^jtien*  T^ 
Miobtry,  perhaps^  inay  be  nnw^ing  to-  part  widi  tbi^^ 
but  it  will  i>e  instsled  on  in  the  Slates.  The  lettecs  of 
convdcatibB  wiU  bot  appear  tUl  towav^  the  latter  end  of 
the  month;  neither  tiaae  nor  pfece  is  yet  de^red^  Iwi 
y^csailies  is  t^lkkl  of>  and  we  may  welt  piiBsni&e  that 
M»e  time  m  April  ntay  i>e  fixed  M*  In  the  mean  ^m^f 
M.  Nedker  ,geis  mon^  to  kieep^be  madMe  in  Rioiiefi^ 
Tbw  ftmds  resfef  afetwly^  im  steadily^  till  within  these  few 
days  that  there  waa  a  ^all  ehdckw  Hdvrefver,  they  siend. 
vm!y  Weill  end  i^itt  ciae.  The  caiite  d^etcdmpt$  l&H  the. 
G^erotn^it  twentynKve  mtiowtiftv)  days  ago^  The 
Mvy  of  tUic<te»try  aidlaaBed  a  tMVf  liwi  kMy  by  ^ 


death  of  the  Bailli  de  Suffi*ein.  He  was  appointed  Gen-  , 
efalissiiDo  of  the  Atlantic,  when  war  was  hourly  expect- 
ed with  JJogl^Qd,  ^nd  is  certainly  the  officer  on  whom 
the  nation  would  have  reposed  its  principal  hopes  in  such 
a  ca^e«  WejMSt  now  hedr  of  the  death  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Comnxoos  hefbtre  the  nomUiauen  of 
a  Regent ;  which  adds  a  new  embarrasso^ent.  to  the  re- 
e^tabjiabme^t  of  govei^iin^t  in  Eoglaod^ 

SipcQ  writing  mine  of  Noyember  99tb,  youis  of  the 
^^  of.Seftember  came  to  ha«d.  Aa  the  General  of 
the  M^thurins  wa&  to  be  employed  in  the  final  redemp- 
iiQA  ^  Qin*  paptives,  I  tbopght  that  their  previous  suppon 
^ad  bet^  be  put  kito  his  bands,  and  conducted  by  hin>- 
^0  m  such  a  way  as  not  to  oounterworit  hi3  plan  qf  re- 
defoption,  wbenetrer  we  can  enable  him  to  beghi  on  it. 
{,  gftve  km  Ml  powers  as  to  the  amount  and  manner  of 
subsisting  thm^.  He  baa  undertaken  it,  informing  me>  at 
i|be,saniieti[|ie^  that  it  wiHbe  on  a  very  lowspale,  to  avoid 
f^i^spiq^on  ^  it»  eooupg  from^  tb0  public*  He  spoke  of 
but  thre^  iqus  a  day  pec. mad,  as.beiiig  su$cient  for  their 
l^t^cal  Qtepes^sariea;  mpce  than  which,  be  thinks  it  doc 
j^Avmhle  to  give^  I  btVe  m  definitive  imswef  yet  ffloei 
4^t  ba^kefSf  wbetber  ^»e  may  ooqpt  on  the  whole  milr 
Km^  h^t  agiteed  10  be  borrowed ;  hut  I  have  bo  doubt  of  H 
4rQm  other  ipii^n^iatigin^  i^Mtugh  )  have  not  their  fon»al 
i^kflirosiati ve.  The  Gazettes  qI  Leyden  and  France^  to  tb^ 
4aiter  aj^Bompftoy  Am  .  ;:., 

I  have  Jbe  Jjoflor  te  be,  fee^ 

TH :  JEPFKRSQPf. 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Pkris,  Jannaiy  14, 178^. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  11th/ 1  have  said  nothing  ^f  the 
arrH  explanatory  of  that  of  September  28tb,  on  the 
subject  of  whale  oils,  which  my  fetter  of  NdTember  l&ih 
gave  you  reason  to  expect.  Though  this  explanatory  or^ 
rit  has  been  passed  so  long  ago  as  the  7th  of  Decemher, 
it  had  not  been  possible  (eft  me  to  obtain  an  authentic 
copy  of  it  tiH  last  night;  I  now  enclose  that  to  yoti, 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  me,  from  Mr.  Necker,  on  the 
subject.  The  reception  of  our  oils,  in  the  mean  time,  is 
-provided  for  by  an  intermediate  order.  Yim  wiH  ob- 
serve that  in  the  arrit  it  is  said  •  to  be  passed  ^proti- 
soirement/^  and  that  Mr.  Necker  Expressly  holds  u^  to 
tis,  in  bis  letter,  a  repeal,  whenever  the  national  fishery 
supplies  theif  wants.  The  arrit,  however,  is  not  Ihnitied 
in  its  duration,  and  we  have  several  chances  against  its 
repeal.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  Mr.  Necker 
thinks  the  fishery  worth  the  expense.  It  may  be  weH 
questioned  whether,  with  or  without  eacouragement;  the 
nation  whose  navigation  is  least  economical  at  all  in 
Europe,  can^  ever  succeed  in  the  whale  fishery,  which 
caUs  for  the  most  rigorous  economy.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
share  in  the  legislation  will  pass  inymediately  into  the 
hands  of  the  States  General,  so  as  to  be  bo  loog^  io  the 
power  of  the  ^oommis  of  a  bureau,  or  even  of  his  Minis- 
ter, to  smuggle  a  law  through  unquestioned ;  and  We  may 
even  hope  that  the  national  demand  for  this  oil  will  in- 
crease faster  than  both  their  and  our  fisheries  together  will 
supply.    But,  in  spite  of  all  these  hopes,  if  the  Englask 


should  find  means  to  cover  tbeir  oib  under  our  name, 
there  will  be  great  danger  of  a  repeal.  It  is  essentiali 
then,  that  our  Government  take  effectual  measures  to 
prev^ent  the  Englbh  from  obtaining  genuine  sea-papers, 
and  that  they  enable  their  Consuls  in  the  ports  of  France 
(as  soon  ^s  they  shall  be  named)  to  detect  counterfeit 
papers,  and  that  we  convince  this  Government  that  we 
use  bur  best  endeavors  with  good  faith,  as  it  is  clearly  our 
interest  to  do ;  for  the  rivalship  of  the  Englbh  is  the 
only  one  we  have  to  fear.  It  had  akeady  begun  to  ren- 
der out  oils  invendlble  in  the  ports  of  France.  iTou  will 
observe  that  Mf.  Necker  renews  the  promise  of  taking  off 
the  ten  sous  pour  Iwre  at  the  end  of  the  next  year. 

Oczakow  is  at  length  taken,  by  assault.  The  assail- 
ants were  fourteen  thousand,  and  the  garrison  twelve 
thousand  ;  of  whom  seven  thousand  were  cut  to  pieces 
before  they  surrendered.  The  Russians  lost  three  thou- 
sand men;  This  is  the  Ruiislan  versbn  ;  of  Which  it  is 
safe  to  believe  no  part,  but  that  Oczakow  is  taken.  The 
'Speaker  of  the  English  House  of  Commons  having  died 
suddenly,  they  have  chosen  Mr.  Grenville,  a  young  man 
of  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  This  proves  that  Mr, 
Pill  is  firm  with  the  present  Parliament. ' 

I  have  the  honor' to  b6,  &c., 

TH:  JEFPEHSON, 
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PROM  M.  NECKER   TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  Jaouaiy  11,  1789. 

.  Sir, 
I  have  (he  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  arrit 
which  has  just  been  retumed  to  the  Council,  to  explaip 
the  one  of  the  28th  of  September  last,  to  except  from  the 
prohibitions  therein  contained,  whalebone,  whale  oil, 
spermaceti,  and  fish  oil,  arising  froni  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  imported  into  France  in 
vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  pf  the  United  States  or 
France.  These  articles  will  continue  to  be  entered,  jas 
heretofore,  agreeably  to  the  dispositions  of  the  arrii  of 
the  29th  December  last — ^that  is  to  say,  subject  to  the  du- 
ty of  iHv.  lOs.  per  barrel  of  oil  weighing  5201bs.,  and  fiZiu. 
X3«.  4d.  per  quintal  of  whalebone,  and  10  sous  per  Mvre, 
(over  and  above  both  duties,)  which  shall  cease  on  the 
last  of  December,  1790.  JHis  Majesty  is  always  disposed 
to  favor  as  far  as  possible  the  commerce  ^  of  the  United 
Staites,  but  he  is  bound  to  give  a  preference  to  the  na- 
tional commerce  ;  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  justice  which  inspires  him,  were  he  to  allow  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  oils,  whenever  the  national  $shery  shall 
be  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  kingdom.  For  this 
reason,  therefore,  his  Majesty's  wisdom  could  only  permit 
a  provisional  importation  of  American  oil  [and  whale- 
bone, until  the  national  fishery  is  capable  of  supplying 
the  wants  of  France.  But  the  United  States  are  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  equity,  which  regulates  all 
bis  Majesty's  inclinations,  to  be  persuaded  that  when  the 
national  oils  shall   be  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
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the  kingdoln,  the  American  oil  anif  wbalebone,  which  shall 
be  Ibutid  embariced  at  the  time  of  that  revocation,  shaH  be 
admitted  into  France,  umil  ft  shall  be  known  in  America ; 
and  he  has  charged  me  to  acquaint  you  with  it. 

I  m&ke  no  doubt  but  that  the  United  States  of  America 
will  consideir  this  decision  Of  his  Majesty  as  a  fresh  proof 
df  hiis  desire  to  keep  up  the  most  intimate  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  nati6ns,  and  to  give  proofs  therieof;  and, 
on  their  piirt,  he  expects  they  will  add  to  the  precautk)ns 
priescri^ed  by  tbis  arrit,  such  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
to  prevent  the  fraudulent  importalion  of  foreign  oil  and 
whalebone,  under  the  nanie  ef  American. 
-  I  have  the  hoiior  to  be,  &c., 

NECKER. 


Trandation. 

Arr^t  of  the  IRn^s  Council  of  Siate^  excepting  whale 
undfakerfiih  oUs,  and  also  whoithone^  ih^  product 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Sta^^  of  America^  from 
the  prohibition  ^iontaiiied  in  the  arrit  of  the  26th  S&p^ 
tfonberlmt^ 

December  7, 1788. 
Extract  from  the  Registers  of  the  Council  of  State. 
,  Th^  Kii^g  having  t^keo  wfer9i|tfion  Qa  the  arrit  pro- 
nounoed  jq  bis  CouiH^iJ  the  ^h  D^emhef  Im^  pro- 
hibi^gig  the.  iDfiportatwDn  of  wbijle  oil  ^a4  spermaceti,  the 
produce  of  foreign  .fisheries,  into  the  kif^^m ;  observing 
ib^t  pil  made  from  sea-qalv^s  wb^  other  fish  ikud  sea  ani- 
mids,  not  being  oomprehendQd  in  the  said  arriti  ^  fraudu- 
lent i(n  porta tioqc^f  whale  oil  might  take  place  under  the 
name  <^i  tl^  aforesMd  oils,  and  (h^ty  m  ibe  ether  hand, 
if  iPi|rf>t)jQ  Miferfed,  from  .Ibe.  iwiQrjrf  tb^  saidorr*^,  tl»t 
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olis^  the  produce  of  tbe  fisheries  of  the  Uniied  ^aiai^ 
were  prohibited ;  and  bis  Majesty  wishing  to  remove 
every  doubt  oo  this  head :  To  provide,,  therefore,  for  ibe 
same,  having  heard ,  the  report  of  the  Sieur  Lambert, 
Counsellor  of  State  in  ordinary,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Despatches,  and  Royal  Council  pf  Finances  and  Cjpm- 
merce,  (the  King  beiqg  present  jn  bis  Council,)  has  or- 
dained, and  does  ordain:  That,  reckoning  from  the  1st 
day  of  April  next,  qil  made  from  sea^alves,  and  from 
fish  and  other  sea  animals,  produced  from  foreign  fisheries, 
tut  well  as  whalebone,  produced  in  like  manner  from  the 
said  foreign  fisheries^  sha.Il  be  prohibited  from  importation 
into  the  kingdom,  without  permitting  the  said  prohibition, 
nevertheless,  to  extend  either  to  the  said  kinds  of  oils,  or 
to  the  said  whale  oils  and  spermaceti,  or  the  whalebone, 
produced  from  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  imported  directly  into  France,  in  French 
vessels,  or  those  belonging  to  ihe  subjects  of  the  ssiid 
United  States,  which  shall  continue  to  be  provisionally 
admitted,  agreeably  to  the  1st  and  3d  articles  of  the  arrei 
of  the  29th  of  December  last ;  on  condition,  however, 
that  the  captains  of  the  said  vessels  belonging  t^  the 
United  States  bring  with  them  certificates,  from  the  Con- 
suls of  France  residing  in  the  ports  of  the  said  United 
-States,  or,  where  these  cannot  be  obtained,  from  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  places  where  the  embarcsition  of  the  said 
«H  shaU  be  made,  ibr  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the 
cargo  of  the  said  Vessels  is  the  produce  of  the  fisheries 
carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  which 
certificates  shall  be  presiented  to  the  bfiicers  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, also  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Farms,  in  the 
ports  of  France  where  it  shall  be  landed,  to  be  mention- 
ed in  thd  report  of  their  arrival.    His  Majesty  eommands 
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aod  Orders  the  Duke  de  Peotbiene,  Admiral  of  France, 
the  intendaats  tind  compisseries.  througboot  the  pro- 
viDces,  CQinitiissaries  appointed  to  obserre  the  ordinances 
of  the  Admiralty,  masters  of  ports,  judges  of  treaties, 
and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  assist  intbe  exe- 
cntioQ  of  the  present  arrity  which  shall  be  registered  in 
the  offices  of  the  said  Admiralties,  read,  published,  and 
posted,  wherever  it  may  appear  necessary. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  (his  Majesty 
being  present,)  ,held  at  Versailles,  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1788.  ' 

LA  LUZERNE. 

The  Duke  de  Pentbievrej  Admiral  of  France,  having 
seen  the  above  arret  of  the  King's  Council  of  State,  and 
the  other  parts  addressed  to  us,  we  command  all  those 
over  whom  our  power  extends  to  execute  it,  and  cause  it 
to  be  executed,  each  as  his  duty  is,  agreeably  to  its  form 
and  tenor.  We  order  the  officers  of  the  Admiralties  to 
register  it  in  the  office  of  their  jurisdictions,  to  read, 
publish,  and  post  it  wherever  it  may  be  necessary. 

Done  at  Vernon,  the  20th  of  December,  1788. 

L.  J.  M.  DE  BOURBON. 

And  beneath,  by  his  Most  Serene  Highness, 

PERIER. 

FROH  Thomas  JcrrERsoN  to  jtobn  jat. 

Paris,  Jaaaaryai,  178^. 
Sir, 
Hiatving  had  the  honor .  of  addresaog  you  so  lately  as 
ihe  11th  and  14th  insiant,  I   should  not  so  soon  bare 
troubled  you  ugain,  but  that  since  the  departure  of  those 
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letters  I  have  received,  otie  ffom  ibe  Count  de  la  Lu>- 
zerpe;  of  which  I  now  send  you  a  copy,  together,  with 
another  copy  of  tt^e  arret  of  December  7th,  1^  the 
6xaoet  should  be  lopger  geuing  to  you.  You  will^  per- 
ceive that  the  Ministry  press  for  our  concurrence  in  en- 
deavoring  to  prevent  the  English  from  ^running  b  thek 
oils  under  our  cover.  Whatever  regulations  may  be 
thought  of  by  us,  itwMl  be  advisable  to  consult  tbi^ 
Minister,  and  th^r  Consuls  even,  if  practicabley  and  to 
adopt  with  complaisance  what  tbey  may  prefer^  i;o  far  as 
our  policy  will  admit.  The  Ministry  here  wiH  judge  of 
the  i^cacy  of  our  measures,  from  the  representations  of 
their  Minister  principally,  and  ^f  their  Consuls. 

Nothing  new  having  taken  place  since  my  last,  I  have 
only  tP  a(Jd  assurances  of  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and 
respect  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 

Maritime  Commerce  and  Fisheries. 

FROM  THE  COtJNT  DB  LA  LUZERNE  TO  THOMAS  JEFFER- 
SON. 

Translation, 

Versailles,  January  18,  1789. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  arrit  of 
the  Council  defivered  the  7ih  December  last,  wliich  ex- 
cepts, oil  aqd  whale^bone,  arising  from  the  fishery  of  sub- 
jects belonging  to  the  United  States,  from  the  general 
probibilions  mentioned  in  the  arrit  of  the  '^ih  of  De- 
cember preceding.    Thb  exception,  which  is  a  €onse«- 

•  Error,  for  28th  September. 
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quence  and  proof  of  his  Majesty*s  particular  disposition 
in  favor  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  could 
no^  however,  be  granted  but  provisionally,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  lose  sight  of  the  motives  of  justice  which 
claim  an  exclusive  protection  over  the  national  fishery, 
which  obliges  him  to  reserve  for  it  the  entire  supply  of 
the  kingdom,  should  it  increase  sOfficienily  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  you  jpust  be  ,well  convinced  that  his  Ma- 
jesty will  never  decide  on  the  adoption  of  this  noeasure, 
until  the  necessity  shal]  be  clearly  proved,  when  precau- 
tioos  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  American  merchants 
afid  "fishermen  from  every  surprise.  In  tl^e  actual  state 
of  afiairs,  I  conceive  it  necessary  to  request  you  to  ob- 
serve that  it  equally  interests  the  two  natbns  to  prevent 
a  contraband  trade  in  the  importation  of  whale  oil.  The 
privilege  granted  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States 
would  become  useless  to  them,  a$  well  -as  injurious  to 
the  Fxencfa  fishery,  if  other  nations  should  likewise 
partake  of  this  privilege  by  fraud,  which  it  may  be 
very  difficult,  perhaps,  entirely  to  prevent.  I  make  no 
doubt  that  sufficient  precautions  will  be  taken,  in  this 
respect,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  give 
orders  to  the  Consuls  residing  there  to  concert  with  the 
heads  of  administration  to  determine  the  form  of  the 
certificates  required  by  the  arrH  of  the  7th  December, 
aM  to  adopt  such  measures  as  can  be  efifected  to  assure 
the  truth  of  the  facts  necessary  to  be  attested.  1  re- 
quest you,  sir,  to  demand  that  the  necessary  aid  may  be^ 
granted,  >to  prevent  any  surprises  from  such  as  would  en- 
deavor to 'carry 'on  a  contraband  trade,  imd  attempt  the 
introduction  offore^i^oil  under  the  name  of  American. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LA  LUZERNE. 


62  THOMAS  JEPI^ERSON-JOHN  JAY*  '^ 

FROM    THOAIAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  Pcbnmrjr  4,  17811^ 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  November  25th,  by  Gouverneur  Morris, 
is  duly  received.  I  must  beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  of 
deciphering,  yourself,  what  follows,  and  to  communicate 
it  to  nobody  but  the  President— at  least  for  the  present. 

We  had  before  understood,  through  different  channels, 
tliat  the  conduct'  of  the  Count  de  Moustier  was  politi- 
cally and  morally  offensive.  It  was  delicate  for  me  to 
speak  on  the  subject  td  the  Count  de  Montmorin.  'Thte 
invaluable  mediation  of  our  friend,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  was,  therefore,  resorted  to,  and  the  subject  ex- 
plained, though  not  pressed.  Later  intelligence  shoe- 
ing the  necessity  of  pressing  it,  it  was  yesterday  resumed, 
and  represented  through  the  same  medium,  to  the  Count 
de  Montmorin,  that  recent  information  proved  to  us  that 
his  Minister's  conduct  had  rendered  hini  personally  odrous 
in  America,  and  might  even  influence  the  dispositions  of 
the  two  nations  ;  that  his  recaH  was  become  a  matter  of 
mutual  concern ;  that  we  had  understood  he  was  instruct* 
ed  to  remind  the  new  Government  of  their  debt  to  this 
country,  and  that  he  was  in  the  purpose  of  doing  it  io 
very  harsh  terms ;  that  this  could  not  increase  their  de- 
sire of  hastening  '  payment,  and  might  wound  their  affec- 
tions; that,  therefore,  it  was  much  to, be  desired  that  his 
discretion  should  not  be  trusted  to,  as  to  the  form  in 
which  the  demand  should  be  made,  but  that  the  letter 
should  be  written  here,  and  he  instructed  to  add  nothing; 
Nor  was  his  private  conduct  omitted.  The  Count  de 
Montmorin  was   sensibly  impressed.      He  very  readily 
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determined  that  the  letter  should  be  formed  here,  but 
said  that  the  recall  was  a  more  difficult  business  ;  that,  as 
they  had  no  particular  fact  to  allege  against  the  Count  de 
Moustier,  tbfey  could  not  recall  him  from  that  ministr}', 
without  giving  him  another,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  at 
present.  However,  he  would  hazard  his  first  thoughts 
o^n  the  subject,  saving  the  right  of  correcting  them  by 
further  consideration.  They  were  these  :  that  there  was 
a  loose  expression  in  one  of  M.  de  Moustier's  letters,  which 
might  be  construed  into  a  petition  for  leave  of  absence  ; 
that  he  would  give  him  permission  to  return  to  France ; 
that  it  had  been  before  decided,, on  the  request  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Luzerne,  that  Octo  should  go  with  him  to 
London ;  that  they  would  send  a  person  to  America  as 
Charge  d' Affaires,  in  place  of  Otto  ;  and  that,  if  the  Pre- 
sident (General  Washii^toa)  approved  of  him,  he  should 
be  afterwards  made  Minister.  He  had  oast  bis  eye  on 
Colonel  Temant,  and  desired  the  Marquis  to  consult  me 
whether  he  would ,  be  agreeable.  At  first  I  heiitated^ 
recollecting  to  have  heard  Ternant  represented  in  Amer- 
ica as  a  hyppchondriac,  discontented  man;  and  paused 
for  a  moment  between  him  and  Barthelemy,  at  Londoui 
of  whom  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  good.  However, 
1  concluded  it  safer  to  take  one  whom  we  knew  and  who 
knew  us.  The  Marquis  was  decidedly  of  this  opinion. 
Temant  will  see  that  his  predecessor  is  recalled  for  uncon- 
ciliatory  deportment,  and  t(iat  he  will  owe  bis  own  pro- 
motion to  the  approbation  of  the  President.  He  estab«- 
lished  a  solid  reputation  in  Europe  by  his  conduct  when 
Generalissimo  of  one  of  the  United  Provinces,  during 
their  late  disturbances ;  and  it  is  generally  thought  that 
if  he  had  been  put  at  the  head  of  the  principal  province, 
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iQSt€ad  of  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm,  be  woald  have  saved 
that  cause.  Upon  the  whol^,  I  believe  you  raay  expect 
that  the  Count  de  Moustier  will  have  an  immediate  leave 
of  absence,  which  will  soon  after  become  a  recall  in  efr 
feet.  I  will  try,  also,  to  have  the  Consuls  admonifei^^  as 
to  the  line  of  conduct  thqy  should  observe.  I  shall  hav^ 
the  honor  pf  writing  you  a  general  letter  within  a  few 
days.  I  have  now  that  of  assuring  you  of  the  sentimenits 
of  sincere  esteem  an4  respect,  fcc, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Paris,  March  14. 
The  operation  mentibned  in  my  letter  of  February  4, 
is  going  on.  Montmorin  has  proposed  to  Ternant  to  go 
as  Charg6  d' Affaires.  Ternant  called  otl  me  a  few  days 
$go,  to  know  whether  I  thought  his  appointment  would 
be  agreeable  to  us  ;  though  he  is  obliged  to  give  up  his 
regiment,  which  is  a  certainty  for  life,  for  this  mission, 
which  is  uncertain  in  its  duration,  he  will  do  it.  Per* 
haps  Otto  may  be  lelt  a  while  longer,  to  put  Ternant  into 
the  train  of  affiiirs.  t  suppose  M.  de  Moustier  will  have 
received  his  leaVe  of  absence  before  you  receive  this. 

Mardi  18. 
Ternant  has  again  seen  Montmorin^  who  told  him  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  April,  he  would  decide  finally  about 
his  mission. 
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FROH  THOMAS   JETFXRSON   TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  March  1, 1789. 
Sir,  ' 
My  last  letters  have  been  of  the  lltb,  14th,  and  21  st 
of  January.  The  present  conveyance  being  through  the 
post  to  Havre,  from  whence  a  vessel  is  to  sail  for  New 
York,  I  avail  myself  of  it,  principally,  to  send  you  the 
newspapers.  That  of  Leyden,  of  the  24th,  contains  a 
note  of  the  Charg6  d' Affaires  of  France  at  Warsaw, 
which  is  interesting.  It  shows  a  concert  between  France 
and  Russia ;  it  is  a  prognostication  that  Russia  will  inter- 
fere in  the  affairs  of  Poland,  and,  if  she  does,  it  is  more 
probable  that  the  King  of  Prussia  must  be  drawn  into 
the  war.  The  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  Ge* 
neva  is  a  remarkable  and  late  event.  With  the  loss  of 
only  two  or  three  lives,  and  in  the  course  of  one  week, 
riots,  began  at  first  on  account  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
bread,  were  improved  and  pointed  to  a  reformation  of 
their  constitution,  and  their  ancient  constitution  has  been 
almost  completely  re-established  ;  nor  do  I  see  any  rea- 
son to  doubt  of  the  permanence  of  the  re-establishment. 
The  King  of  England  has  shown  such  marks  of  returning 
reason,  that  the  regency  bill  was  postponed  in  the  House 
of  Lords  pn  the  I9th  instant.  It  seems  now  probable 
there  may  be  no  change  of  the  Ministry ;  perhaps  no  Re- 
gent. We  may  be  sure,  however,  that  the  present  Minis- 
try make  the  most  of  those  favorable  symptoms.  There 
has  been  a  riot  in  Brittany,  begun  on  account  of  the 
price  of  bread,  but  converted  into  a  quarrel  between  the 
Noblesse  and  Tiers  Etai.  Some  few  livei^  were  lost  in  it. 
All  is  quieted  for  the  present  moment.  In  Burgundy 
Vol.  IV.— 5 
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and  Franche  Cofnpt6,  the  opposhioD  of  tbe  nobles  to  the 
views  of  the  Goverament  is  very  warm.  Every  where 
else,  however,  the  revolution  is  going  on  quietly  and 
steadily,  and  the  public  mind  ripening  so  fast,  that  there 
is  great  reason  to  hope  a  good  result  from  the  States 
General.  Their  numbers  (about  1,200)  give  room  to 
fear,  indeed,  that  they  may  be  turbulent.  Having  never 
heard  of  Admiral  Paul  Jones  since  the  action  in  which 
he  took  a  part  before  Oczakow,  I  began  to  be  a  little 
uneasy  ;  but  I  have  now  received  a  letter  from  him,  dated 
at  St.  Petersburg,  the  31st  of  January,  where  he  had 
just  arrived,  at  the  desire  of  the  Empress.  He  has, 
hitherto,  commanded  on  the  Black  Sea.  He  does  not 
know  whether  he  shall  be  employed  there,  or  where,  the 
ensuing  campaign.  I  have  no  other  interesting  intelli- 
gence, which  would  not  lead  me  into  details,  improper 
for  the  present  mode  of  conveyance.  After  observing, 
therefore^  that  the  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden,  to  the 
present  date,  accompany  this,  I  shall  only  add  assurances 
of  the  sincere  esteem  and  respect  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  TfiOtMAS  JErrCRSON   TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  March  12, 1789. 
Sir, 
I  h^d  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  1st  instant, 
through  the  post.     I  write  the  present,  uncertain  wheth- 
er Mr.  Nesbitt,  the  bearer  of  your  last^  wiU  be  the  bearer 
of  this,  or  whether  it  may  not  have  to  wait  some  other 
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private  occasion.  They  have  re-established  their  packet- 
boats  her^,  indeed,  biu  they,  are  to  go  froo)  Bordeaux^ 
which  being  between  four  and  five  hundred  miles  from 
hence,  is  too  far  to  send  a  courier  with  any  letters  but  on 
the  most  extraordinary  occasions,  and,  without  a  courier, 
they  must  pass  through  tlie  post  office.  1  shall  therefore 
not  make  use  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  but  prefer 
sending  my  letters  by  a  private  hand,  by  the  way  of 
London.  The  uncertainty  of  finding  private  convey- 
ances to  London,  is  the  principal  objection  to  this. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  advising  me  to  purchase 
the  two  volumes  of  Deane's  letters  and  accounts,  1  wrote 
to  the  person  who  had  them,  and,  after  some  offers  and 
refusals,  he  let  me  have  them  fpr  25  louis,  instead  pf  120 
louis  asked  ^t  first.  He  told  me  that  Deane  had  still  six 
or  eight  volumes  more,  and  that  when  he  should  return 
to  London,  he  would  try  to  get  them,  in  order  to  make 
himself  whole  for  the  money  he  had  lent  Deaoe.  As  I 
knew  he  would  endeavor  to  make  us  pay  dear  for  them, 
and  it  appeared  to  be  your  opinion,  and  that  of  |he  mem' 
bers  you  had  consulted^  that  It  was  an  object  worthy  at- 
tention, I  wrote  immediately  to  a  friend  in  Londoo,  to 
endeavor  to  purchase  them  from  Deane  himself,  \Yhose 
distresses  and  cr^ipulous  habits  will  probably  render  hkn 
more  easy  to  deal  with.  I  authorized  him  to  go  as  far 
as  fifty  guineas.  .1  have  as  yet  no  answer  from  him.  1 
enclose  you  a  letter  which  ^I  wrote,  last  month  to  our 
bankers  in  Holland.  As  it  will  i^lf  explain  the  cause 
of  its  being  written,  I  sliall  not  repeat  its  subsjtance  here. 
In  answer  to  my  proposition  to  pay  bills  for  the  medals  and 
the:  redemption  of  pur  captives,  they  qoote  a  resolution  of 
Congress  ^which,  however,  I  do  not  find  in  the  printed  jour-- 
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nal,)  appropriating  the  loans  of  1787  and  1788  to  the 
payment  of  interest  of  the  Dutch  loans  till  1790,  inclu- 
sive, and  the  residue  to  salaries  and  contingencies  in 
Europe ;  and  they  agree  that,  according  to  this,  they  are 
not  to  pay  any  thing  in  Europe,  till  they  shall  first  have 
enough  to  pay  all  the  interest  which  will  become  due  to 
the  end  df  the  year  1790  ;  and  that  it  is  out  of  personal 
regard  that  they  relax  from  this  so  far  as  to  pay  diplo- 
matic salaries.  So  that  here  is  a  clear  declaration,  they 
will  answer  no  other  demands  till  they  have  in  hand 
money  enough  for  all  the  interest  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1790.  It  is  but  a  twelvemonth  since  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  pay  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  those  gentle- 
men ;  but,  during  that  time,  I  have  observed,  that  as  soon 
as  a  sum  of  interest  is  becoming  due,  they  are  able  to 
borrow  jast  that,  and  no  more ;  pr  at  least  only  so  much 
more  as  majr  pay  our  salaries  and  keep  us  quiet.  Were 
they  not  to  borrow  for  the  interest,  the  failure  to  pay 
that  would  sink  the  value  of  the  capital,  of  which  they 
are  considerable  sharers.  So  far,  their  interests  and  ours 
concur.  But  there,  perhaps,  they  may  separate.  I 
think  it  possible  they  may  choose  to  support  our  credit 
to  a  certain  point,  and  let  it  go  no  further,  but  at  their 
will;  to  keep  it  so  poised,  as  that  it  may  be  at  their 
mercy.  By  this,  they  will  be  sure  to  keep  us  in  their 
own  hands.  Thejr  write  word  to  the  Treasury,  that  in 
order  to  raise  money  for  the  February  interest,  they  were 
obliged  to  agree  with  the  subscribers  that  Congress 
should  open  no  other  loan  at  Amsterdam  this  year,  till 
this  one  be  filled  up,  and  that  this  shall  not  be  filled  but 
by  the  present  subscribers,  and  they  not  obliged  to  fill  it. 
This  is  delivering  us,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  sub- 
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scribers — that  is,  to  themselves.  FiDding  that  they  would 
Dot  raise  money  for  any  other  purposes,  without  beiog 
pushed,  I  wrote  the  letter  I  enclose  you.  They  answer, 
as  I  have  stated,  by  refusing  to  pay,  alleging  the  appro- 
priation of  Congress.  I  have  written  again,  to  press 
them  further,  and  to  propose  to  them  the  payment  of 
thirty  thousand  florins  only,  for  the  case  of  our  captives, 
as  I  am  in  hopes  this  may  do.  In  the  close  of  my  letter 
to  them,  you  will  observe  I  refer  them,  as  to  the  article 
of  foreign  officers,  to  the  Board  of  Treasury.  I  had,  in 
truth,  received  the  printed  journals  a  fow  days  before, 
but  had  not  yet  had  time  to  read  them  carefully,  and 
particularly  had  not  then  noted  the  vote  of  Congress  of 
August  20th,  directing  me  to  attend  to  that  article.  J 
shall  not  fail  to  do  what  I  can  in  it,  but  I  am  afraid  they 
will  consider  this  also  as  standing  on  the  same  ground 
with  the  other  contingent  articles. 

This  country  being  generally  engaged  in  its  elections, 
affords  nothing  new  and  worthy  of  cooimunication.  The 
hopes  of  accommodation  between  Turkey  and  the  two 
Empires  do  not  gain  strength.  The  war  between  Russia 
and  Denmark  on  the  one  hand,  and  Sweden  on  the  other, 
is  likely  also  to  go  on  ;  the  mediation  of  England  being 
rendered  of  little  force  by  the  accident  to  its  executive. 
The  progress  of  this  war,  and  also  of  the  broils  in  Poland, 
may  possibly  draw  the  King  of  Prussia  into  it  during  the 
ensuing  campaign;  and  it  must,  before  it  be  finished, 
take  in  this  country,  and  perhaps  England.  The  ill-hu- 
mor on  account  of  the  Dutch  revolution  continues  to 
rankle  here.  They  have  recalled  their  Ambassador 
from  the  Hague,  nianifestly  to  show  their  dissatisfaction 
with  that  Court;  and  some  very  dry  memorial^  have 
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lately  beeli  exchanged  on  ihe  subject  of  the  money  this 
country  assumed  to  pay  the  Emperor,  for  the  Dutch. 
I  send  you  very  full  extracts  of  these,  which  will  show 
you  the  dispositions  of  the  two  Courts  towards  each 
other.  Whether,  and  when,  this  country  will  be  ^ble 
to  take  an  active  part,  will  depend  on  the  issue  of  their 
States  General.  If  they  fund  their  public  debts  judi- 
ciously, and  will  provide  further  funds  for  a  war,  on  the 
English  plan,  I  believe  they  will  be  able  to  borrow  any 
sura  they  please.  In  the  mean  time,  the  situation  of 
England  will  leave  them  at  leisure  to  settle  their  internal 
afikirs  well.  That  Ministry,  indeed,  pretend  their  King  . 
is  perfectly  re-established.  No  doubt  they  will  make  the 
most  of  his  amendment,  which  is  real  to  a  certain  de- 
gree. But  as,  under  pretence  of  this,  they  have  got  rid 
of  the  daily  certificate  of  the  physicians,  and  they  pos- 
sessed of  the  King's  person,  the  public  must  judge  here- 
after from  such  facts  only  as  they  can  catch.  There  are 
several  at  present  which,  put  together,  induce  a  presump- 
tion that  the  King  is  only  better,  not  well.  And  should 
he  be  well,  time  will  be  necessary  to  give  a  confidence 
that  it  is  not  merely  a  hicid  interval.  On  the  ly^hole,  I 
think  we  may  conclude  that  that  country  will  not  take  a 
part  in  the  war  this  year,  which  was  by  no  means  certain 
before* 

M.  del  Pinto,  formerly  Minister  of  Portugal  at  Lon- 
don, and  the  same  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  us, 
being  now  put  at  the  head  of  the  Ministry  of  that  coun- 
try, I  presume  that  negotiation  may  be  renewed  success- 
fully, if  it  be  the  desire  of  our  Government.  Perhaps 
an  admission  of  our  flour  into  their  ports  may  be  obtained 
now,  as  M.  del  Pinto  seemed  impressed  with  our  rea- 
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sofiiag  on  that  subject,  and  promised  to  press  it  on  his 
Court,  though  he  could  not  then  venture  to  put  it  into 
the  treaty.  There  is  not  the  fl^nae  reason  to  hope  any 
relaxation  as  to  our  reception  in  Brazil,  because  he  would 
scarcely  let  us  mention  that  at  all.  I  think,  myself,  it  is 
their  interest  to  take  away  all  temptations  to  our  co- 
operation in  the  emancipation  of  their  cok)nies ;  and  I 
know  no  means  of  doing  this,  but  the  making  it  our  in- 
terest that  they  should  continue  dependant ;  nor  any  other 
wdy  of  making  this  our  interest,  but  by  allowing  us  a  com- 
merce with  them.  However,  this  is  a  mode  of  reason- 
ing which  their  Ministry,  probably,  could  not  bear  to  lis- 
ten to.  _ 

I  send|  herewith,  the  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  ficc, 

TH:  JEFFERSON- 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFPERSON  TO  MESSRS.  WILLINKS    AND  VAN 
STAPHORSTS. 

Paris,  Febnuury  28, 1789. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  just  received  your  joint  letter  of  the  16th  inst. 
to  me,  imd  have  perused  that  of  the  same  date  to  the 
Boaixl  of  Treasury,  whiefa  you  vere  so  kind  as  to  en- 
close for  my  perusal.  I  shall  immediately  forward  it  to 
them.  You  therein  state  the  balance  in  your  hands  to 
be  123,674  florins,  to  wfaicli  will  be  added  the  nett  pro- 
duce of  *1 03  bonds,  engaged,  though  not  yet  delivered; 
and  you  say  there  will  then  bfi  a  deficiency  of  about 
100,000  florins   for   the  June  interest.     From  this  an 
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implication  arises  tbat  you  consider  this  balance  as  a  de- 
posite  for  the  June  interest,  and  propose  again  to  post- 
pone the  article  of  60,000  florins  appropriated  m  the  es- 
timate we  left  you,  to  a  particular  purpose,  as  of  the  last 
year.  But  I  must  observe  to  you,  that  this  article  is  of 
ia  nature  not  to  admit  sufch  postponement.  The  situa- 
tions it  is  intended  to  relieve  are  too  cruel  to  be  sufFered. 
That  estimate  was  under  the  eyes  of  Congress  when 
they  approved  the  loan,  which  was  to  fulfil  its  views. 
The  Order  of  appropriation  is  as  much  established .  by 
their  will,  as  the  sums  appropriated ;  and  priority  in  order 
gives  priority  of  right.  Though  that  article  stands 
among  those  which  should  have  been  furnished  in  1788, 
I  said  nothing  when  1  found  you  were  postponing  it  to 
the  interest  of  February,  1789 ;  but  1  did  not  expect  it 
would  be  again  proposed  to  postpone  it  to  that  of  June ; 
and  were  I  to  be  silent  now,  it  might  afterwards  be  post- 
poned to  that  of  February,  and  so  on,  without  end.  Be- 
sides my  instructions  from  Congress,  which  do  not  leave 
me  at  liberty  to  permit  this  object  to  lose  its  turn ;  be- 
sides the  pressing  cries  of  humanity,  which  urge  its  right, 
another  reason  is  superadded  :  I  have  asked,  and  hope  to 
receive,  leave  to  go  to  America  in  the  ensuing  spring, 
and  shall  not  return  till  the  fall.  Were  I  to  leave  Eu- 
rope without  setting  this  business  into  motion^  it  wpuld 
be  suspended  till  my  teturn,  which  no  cotisideration  wiU 
permit.  As  I  expect,  then,  to  sail  about  the  middle  of 
April,  I  must  draw  on  you  in  the  course  of  the  month  of 
March  for  these  60,000  florins ;  and  1  hope  the  same 
motives  will  urge  you  to  honor  the  draft,  which  will 
oblige  me  to  make  it.  Besides  tlib,  the  article  of  the 
medals  stands  before  that  of  either  the  February  or  June 
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interest ;  and  as  my  departure  would  render  it  oecessgry 
that  these  also  should  be  finished,  and  their  execution  re- 
quires time,  I  have  been  obliged  to.  enter  into  contiacts 
with  the  several  workmen,  who  are  already  well  advanced 
in  their  work,  and  will  finish  it  by.  the  middle  of  April. 
They  will  soon  become  entitled  to  partial  payments,  so 
that  I  must  immediately  begin  these  drafts  on  you,  and 
make  the  whole  of  them  between  this  and  ^e  middle 
of  April.  With,  respect  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
foreign  officers,  I  have  no  orders  ;  I  presume  they  will 
be  sent  to  you.  Should  your  two  houses  concur  in  sen- 
timent on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I  shall  hope  to  re- 
ceive your  joiut  answer  as  usual.  Should  tbey  diflfer  in 
opinion,  I  must  ask  your  answers  separately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

MEMORIAL. 

M.  Lestevenon  de  Berkenrode  (the  Dutch  Ambassa- 
dor at  the  Court  of  Versailles)  delivered  some  time  ago 
a  memorial  to  the  Court  of  France,  for  the  purpose  ot 
reminding  the  King  of  the  four  and  a  half  millions  which 
the  Court,  under  the  administration  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  engaged  to  pay  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
signed  at  Fontainebleau,  between  the  Court  of  Vienna 
and  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  States  General^  in  consi- 
deration of  the  sum  of  eight  millions  of  German  florins, 
valued  at  ten  millions  of  Dutch  florins,  five  and  a  half  of 
which  at  the  charge  of  the  States  General,  and  four  and 
a  half  France  undertook  to  furnish  to  procure  peace  for 
the  republic^ 

He  was  answered  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  that 
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this  memorial  would  be  kid  before  the  Kiog.  The 
Council,  blELving  considered  it,  sent  a  note  thereon  to  the 
States  General  by  M.  Caillard^Cbn^ed' Affaires  from  the 
Court  at  the  Hague,  wherein  they  ascend  as  far  as  the 
last  war  between  France  and  England,  which  gave  cause 
to  the  alliance  between  bis  Majesty  and  the  republic ; 
they  mention  therein  the  two  ships  of  the  line  that  ivere 
offered  to  the  King,  and  also  the  war  between  his  Ma* 
jesty,  the  Empetor,  and  the  republic,  which  France, 
by  its  good  offices  at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  stifled  in  its 
birth,  by  consolidating  a  peace  between  the  two  States. 
It  is  said  therein,  that  it  is  true  that  the  King  took  upon 
I^imself  the  payment  of  the  four  and  a  half  millions  of 
florins,  in  order  to  procure  it ;  but  that  T«  H.  M.  not  hav- 
ing given  the  two  sail  of  the  line  which  they  offered, 
and  not  having  regarded  the  demand  of  the  King's  Am- 
bassador in  June  last,  to  stipulate,  at  the  end  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance  subsisting  with  France,  a  clause  to 
counterbalance  the -advantages  granted  to  England  in 
the  new  alliance  with  the  republic  in  contravention  to 
>hat  with  Prance ;  that  T.  H.  M.,  in  their  political 
changes,  having  proscribed  such  members  of  the  States 
as  had  not  contributed  to  form  this  alliance;  and  having 
by  this  means  shaken  themselves  the  basis  of  this  pecth 
niary  convention^  it  appeared  to  the  King  that  he  was 
disengaged  from  complying  with  it,  and  that  he  submitted 
this  consideration  to  T,  H.  M.^s  wisdom  and  justice. 

We  understand,  that  on  the  22d  January,  T.  H.  M. 
answered  this  note  by  a  long  memorial,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  substance.  They  therein  express  their 
acknowledgments  for  the  signal  services  which  the  Court 
of  France  has  rendered  them  during  the  war  betweeil 
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the  republic  and  Great  Britain,  (in  which  the  State  was 
involved  by  causes  which  the  King  cannot  be  ignorant 
of;)  T.  H.  M.  are  penetrated  with  the  generous  manner 
in  which  the  King  has  restored  the  reconquered  posses- 
sions belonging  to  the  republic,  in  the  two  Indies ;  that 
they  wish  for  nothing  more  than  to  contribute,  if  the  case 
happens,  all  in  their  pow^r  towards  the  prosperity  of  the 
French  arms,  by  virtue  of  the  alliance  subsisting  between 
the  two  States.  That  the  King  completed  his  kindness, by 
preventing,  through  his  powerful  mediations,  a  war  with 
which  the  Emperor  menaced  the  republic,  and  by  pro- 
curing a  peace  by  sacrificing  four  and  a  half  millions,  the 
four  first  instalments  of  which  the  King  has  already  paid. 
That  T.  H.  M.,  full  of  confid^iKJe  in  the  \^ords  of  the 
King*,  had  expected  the  same  payment  of  the  other 
periods  with  the  like  promptitude,  and  that  they  had 
attributed  the  delay  of  the  payment  of  the  two  last 
periods  only  to  the  circumtances  of  the  finances^  with- 
out renouncing  them.  That  it  is  true  that  one  province 
of  the  Union  made  the  proposition  to  the  States  General 
of  offering  to  the  King  two  ships  of  the  line,  but  that  the 
Resolution  was  not  t^iken  ;  that,  as  to  the  alliances  which 
T.  H.  M.  have  contracted,  they  conceive  that  an  inde^ 
jpendent  State  is  at  liberty  to  form  such  political  alliances 
ias  the  safety  of  the  country  requires,  without  being  ob- 
liged to  be  dfiswerable  to  any  one  whatever  for  its  mo- 
tives. Tliat  T.  H.  M.  havie  remarked  with  as  much 
pain  as  surprise,  that  the  King^s  Minister  has  made  use 
of  the  expression  "  that  T.  H.  M.  had  themselves  shaTcen 
the  basis  of  the  convention^  and  that  they  had  pro- 
scribed from  the  Cfovernmeht  the  persons  who  had  chief- 
ly contributed  to  form  the  alliance  with  France  J^    That 
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T.  H.  M.  disavow  this  imputation,  which  can  only  be 
the  work  of  such  as  envy  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  the  republic,  and  have  endeavored  to  abuse  the  King 
in  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  afiairs  of  the  republic. 
That  T.  H.  M.  flatter  themselves  that  the  King,  being 
better  informed  of  the  state  of  things,  will  render  jus- 
tice to  the  uprightness  of  T.  H.  M.'s  intentions,, which 
they  will  not  cease  to  convince  his  Majesty  of.  The 
remainder  of  the  memorial  respects  the  troubles  that 
have  so  cruelly  harassed  the  republic  ;  troubles  that,  like 
an  epidemical  disorder,  have  overrun  all  Europe.  T. 
H.  M.  say  that  a  cabal,  accustomed  to  bepd  every  thing 
to  their  yoke,  tyrannized  over  a  part  of  the  nation,  which 
had  since  so  clearly  expressed  its  sentiments  ;  that  it  had 
carried  its  audacity  so  far  as  to  insiult  and  offer  violence 
to  the  Princess  of  Orange,  whose  virtues  are  admired  by 
Europe,  and  who  ouglit  to  be  an  object  of  veneration  to 
all  who  profess  principles  of  honor  and  justice.  That 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  enraged  at  the  insult 
offered  his  blood,  in  the  person  of  his  august  sister,  had 
demanded  exemplary  satisfaction.,  which  had  been  refused 
him  by  the  cabal,  notwithstanding  the  representations  of 
His  Majesty  that  the  King  of  Prpssia,  having  armed  his 
troops,  entered  in  a  yery  few  days  into  the  heart  of  Hol- 
land, without  availing  himself  of  his  advantages,  and 
effected  a  revolution  that  will  form  an  epoch  in  the  annals 
of  history;  a  revolution  the  more  marvellous,  as^  in 
re-establishing  the  lawful  constitution,  it  tended,  to  ag- 
grandize no  one  person  in  the  republic.  There  T.  H. 
M.  conclude  with  painting  the  cabal  in  the  blackest 
colors  :  they  charge  it  with  having  dared  to  employ  the 
King's  military  officers  in  their  culpable  designs  (as  T. 
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H.  M.  have  showii^)  as  if  the  King  had  intended  to  have 
overiurtied  the  lawS  of  the  republic.  T.  H.  M.  repeat 
with  pleasure  the  Kibg's  reiterated  assurances  that  he 
would  not  intermeddle  in  an  armed  manner  in  the  afiairs 
of  the  republic.  In  the  last  place,  T.  H.  M.  declare 
that  they  cannot  relinquish  the  King's  sacred  word  for  the 
payment,  which  constitutes  the  principal  object  of  the 
memorial,  and  which,  if  present  circumstances  prevent  the 
discharge,  T.  H.  M.  expect  thit  a  more  fhvorable  change 
will  admit  of  it. 

r 

FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  March  15,  1789. 
Sir,  ^ 

Since  closing  my  letters  which  accompany  this,  I  have 
received  an  answer  from  London  on  the  subject  of  the 
other  volumes  of  Deane's  letters  and  accounts  suggested 
to  be  still  in  his  possession.  This  information  renders 
it  certain  that  none  such  are  in  hi^  possession,  and  proba- 
ble that  no  others  exist  but  the  two  which  1  have  pur- 
chased. I  am  in  hopesf,  therefore,  we  may  conclude 
that  the  recovery  of  these  two  volumes  finishes  that  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  N^sbitt  having  concluded  to  stay  yet  a  while 
longer,  my  present  despatchels  will  go  to  London  by  a 
private  conveyance  which  occurs  to-mofroW  morning, 
from  Which  place  Mr.  Trumbull  will,  as  usual,  find  a  Safe 
occasidd  of  forwarding  them. 

I  have  the'honor  to  be,  &c., 

THi  JEFFERSON. 
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P.  S.  March  Ifith. — ^Before  the  departure  of  my  let- 
ters, the  incideDt  became  koovyn  which  has  taken  place 
in  Sweden,  and  is  minutely  detailed  in  the  Gazette  of 
Ley  den  of  the  13lh  instant.  It  proves  that  their  King  is 
bold,  if  not  judicious.  Attacked  in  the  north  by  Russia, 
in  the  south  by  Denmark,  his  army  at  home  disgusted, 
he  has  ventured,  at  one  stroke,  to  place  his  whole  body 
of  nobles  in  hostile  opposition,  with  all  their  dependencies 
in  money  and  men.  To  those  who  do  not  know  him,  it 
will  excite  a  presumption  that  he  is  assured  the  King  of 
Prussia  will  go  all  lengths  with  him ;  but  to  those  who 
know  his  character,  it  is  only  a  proof  the  more  that  he  is 
very  fool-hardy. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   WILLIAM   CARMICHAEL. 

Paris,  Miay.  9,  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  favor  of  January  the  26th  to  March  the  2Tth 
is  duly  jreceived,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  interesting  pa- 
pers it  contained ;  the  answer  of  Don  UUoa,  however, 
on  the  subject  of  the  canal  through  tl^e  American  isthmus, 
was  not  among  them,  though  mentioned  to  be  so.  If 
you  have  omitted  it  through  accident,  I  shall  thank  you 
for  it  on  sonie  future  occasion,  as  I  wish  much  to  under- 
stand that  subject  thoroughly.  Our  American  information 
comes  down  to  the  16th  of  March.  There  bad  not  yet 
been  members  enough  assembled  of  the  new  Congress 
to  open  the  tickets.  They  e^xpected  to  do  it  in  a  day 
or  two.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  said  from  all  the  States 
that  their  vote  had  been  unanimous  for  General  Wash- 
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iagton,  and  a  good  majority  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams,  who 
is  certainly,  therefore,  Vice  President.  The  new  Gov- 
ernment would  be  supported  by  very  cordial  and  very 
general  dispositions  in  its  favor  from  the  people.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  a  list  of  the  new  Copgress.  This  delay  in 
the  meeting  of  the  new  Government  has  delayed  the 
determination  on  my  petition  for  leave  of  absence. 
However,  I  expect  to  receive  it  every  day,  and  am  in 
readiness  to  sail  the  instant  I  receive  it ;  so  that  this  is 
probably  the  last  letter  I  shall  write  you  hence,  till  my 
return.  While  there,  I  shaU  arail  Government  of  the 
useful  information  I  have  received  from  you,  and  shall 
not  fail  to  profit  of  any  good  occasion  which  may  occur 
to  show  the  difl»rence  betweea  your  real  situation,  and 
what  it  ought  to  be.  I  consider  Paris  and  Madrid  as 
the  only  two  points  at  which  Ekirope  and  America  should 
touch  closely,  and  that  a  connexion  at  these  points 
should  be  fostered. 

We  have  had  in  this  pity,  a  very  considerable  riot,  in 
which  about  one  hundred  people  have  been  probably 
killed.  •  It  was  the  most  unprovoked,  and  b,  therefore, 
justly,  the  most  unpitied  cati^trophe  of  that  kind  I  ever 
knew.  Nor  did  the  wretches  know  what  they  wanted, 
except  to  do  mischief.  It  seems  to  have  bad  no  par- 
ticular connexion  with  the  great  national  question  now 
in  agitatk>n.  The  want  of  bread  is  very  seriously,  dread- 
ed through  the  whole  kingdon).  Between  twenty  and 
thirty  ship  lo^ids  of  wheat  and  flour  have  already  arrived 
from  the  United  States,  and  there  will  be  about  the  same 
({uantity  of  rice  ses^  from  Charleston  to  this  country  di- 
rectly, of  which  about  half  has  arrived.  I  presume  that» 
between  wheal  $nd  rice,  one  hundred  ship  loada  amy  be 
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counted  on  in  the  whole  from  us.  Paris  consumes  about 
a  ship  load  a  day  (say  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons.) 
The  total  supply  of  the  West  Indies  for  this  year  rests 
with  us,  and  there  is  almost  a  famine  in  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia.  The  States  General  was  opened  the  day 
before  yesterday.  Viewing  it  as  an  opera,  it  was  impos- 
ing ;  as  a  scene  of  business,  the  King's  speech  was  ex- 
actly what  it  should  have  been,  and  very  well  delivered. 
Not  a  word  of  the  Chancellor's  was  beard  by  anybody ; 
so  that,  as  yet,  I  have  never  heard  a  single  guess  at  what 
it  was  about.  Mr.  Necker's  was  as  good  as  such  a  num- 
ber of  details  would  permit  it  to  be.  The  picture  of 
their  resources  was  consoling,  and  generally  plausible. 
I  tould  have  wished  him  to  have  dwell  more  on  those 
great  constitutional  reformations,  which  his  *^  rapport  au 
roV^  had  prepared  iis  to  expect.  But  they  observe  that 
these  points  were  proper  for  the  speech  of  the  Chancel- 
lor. We  are  in  hopes,  therefore,  that  they  were  in  that 
speech,  which,  like  the  revelations  of  St.  John,  were  no 
revelations  at  all.  The  Noblesse,  on  coming  together, 
show  that  they  are  not  as  much  reformed  in  their  princi- 
ples as  we  had  hoped  they  WouU  be.  In  fact,  there  is  real 
danger  of  their  totally  refusing  to  vole  by  persons.  Some 
found  hopes  on  the  lawer  clergy,  who  constitute  four- 
fifths  of  the  deputies  of  that  order.  If  they  do  not  turn 
their  balance  in  favor  of  the  Tiers  Etet,  there  is  real 
danger  of  a  scission  ;  but  I  "shall  not  consider  even  that 
event  as  rendering  things  desperate.  If  the  King  will 
do  business  with  the  T^ers  Etaty  which  constitutes  the 
nation,  it  may  be  well  done  without  priests  or  nobles. 
From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's madness  has  terniinated  in  an  imbecility,  which 


RHy  wrf  prid)abl7  be  of  Im^  cdatimmmc^^  ife  is  going 
whb  his  Qaeeo  to  OernMny.  EtigfaHMl  olmiilad  t9  not, 
ibt  other  pans  ol  £w>imi  Mf  P80D?«r  or  Yetda  tnm- 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o«, 

TH;  JEFFEjElSOJV- 

rjtott  Tfi0M4s  ffsivEBSOsr  TO  xOBir^Ar. 

Paris,  iVf  ay  #,  It^. 
Sir, 

Steee  myietter  of  Afiufeb  Ut,  iqr  ib^^^wdy  of  tt^r^, 
nd  tix>8&  of  Bfaich  Ifitk  Md  ISib,  bf  il|0  wty  of 
Londoni  no  opportunity  of  writing  has  occurred  till  lb# 
pikaoot  to  London. 

^^faN^]«  am  no  qriMptoffis  of.aecoitttttDdaiiotivbMlreeA 
iIm  Torks  anil^tbettwo  EmptfW)  nor  boCmoti  Itualiii  and 
Sercden.    Tfat  .fimperor  'was,  <M  ibo  m^  d(Ae  lltse 
maoek,  .ei^pe^tol  to  die  MHafioly ;  h»  Wfl»,  htrmr^,  a 
IMoi  boMT  wfa)»A  tbd^  tattt  4ew0  ctale  a#iy,  so   tbet 
bepes  *r«fe  entortwaeKl  of  bto;  tm  It  leagrdM  thtet  he 
oianotiget  the  bwier  of  Ub  dilesse  iWmaiety,  so  thut 
Im^&ntlGtut  aU  cteUntid  on.    tlie  Danes  pit><e$f,  b9 
ya^  to  cb  00'  mow  a^nlflsi  Bmidoa  thm  filwfi^  th^r 
al9f ohtMmid.    Tbe^  tfgiladoD  0f  fViliHid  is  ^  i^Iem, 
liwKiSfa  swbi^whk  fti^rat^d  byibe  lato  cb^ge-iaflie 
(hmeaaior  of  tbo  Kiagidf  ffu^ist.     H^ 'A  t^udfa  less 
tkanoaio  <iN»  tie  tm.    lOAk  is  impt^d  to  flj^  inni 
wbioli  Oie  Ea]^Mi  pm^n  mtf  W  i^e^bnally  expected  id' 

aNtMDi&aigr^  tmklth^  hdH  TofbrtiiMidii  We  W  g^t, 
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his  madnfiBS  bat  gOB6  off;  fmtihe  isileft  in  a  «tate  <rf  iqm 
bfieUitjr  and  jielttiehidjrk  Tk«y  are  gdng:  to  cftrrjr 
him  to  Hnover,  to  seo  wbether  attcli  a  j^Hirney.roay  le^ 
lieve  him.  The  Queen  accompanies  him.  If  England 
should,  by  this  accident^  be  reduced  to  inactivity,  the 
sourii^m  countries  of  Europe  may  escape  the  present 
war.  Upon  the  whole^  the  prospect  for  the  present 
year,  if  no  unforeseen  accident  happedSi  is  certain  peace 
for  the  poweiB  tiot  already  engaged,  a  probabiMty  that 
Deiupark  wiH  not  become  a  principal,  and  a  mere,  possi- 
bility that  Sweden  and  Russia  may  be  accommodated. 
Tb#  ifit<»rior,  disfAites  of  Sweden  are  ao^exactly  detailed 
h  tb<»  Leyde«  Gas^ti?,  th/U  I  have  nothing  to  add  ep 
tb«t.9Db§eet.         ,  :  ,         ^ 

The  reveluUon  of  this  country  has  tdxaaded  thus  £u: 
wifebpiit  epeOMQteri^g  toy  .thti]^  wtriohdeaacves.  to.be 
mVfii  a  ;<)|flk^d^.  ;  There  have  been  nobs^w  a  few  iof^ 
^taoc^s^itt^,  three  orib^djff3veQt;pkoe8,  hi  which  diere 
n^ay .  h^m  been  ii  (teqn  or  twenty  lives  hxt.  The  exact 
tfutb  is  npt  t/o  hcLgoi  at.  A  few  dejis  ago,  aisuiob  meie 
s^ioqs,  riot  tQC^  pbiee  in  this  city,  is  whtob^it  beoMne. 
necess^y  for.  tb^  troops. to  ei^ge  in  rsgiilar  aetien  wkh* 
ti^  nK)b,  and  pfrobably .  about  100  of.  the  kt^r^nem. 
killed  1  aoc<mnt8  nt^ry^  Iron-  twenty  to  two  hundred.  •  Tbey^ 
were  t}ie  ^bqi^  al^atidpo^.bani^t^  of  Parisi  ^id  never 
was  a  riot  >(^e  unprovoked  imd  unfttiied.  They  begaa 
un<ter  a  pret^ee:that  a  p^per  nianiifactlirer  propoied) 
in  an  assembly  V  reduce  their  weges^^  Afteen  eoaaa. 
d»y.  They>  riflepl^: faousoi  destleyed .ev^y  thing  in  U« 
magama%end  «^oi^,and  were  oe)y>  9i<v^ 
career,  of  mifebief  by  \^  camftgef  aWe  maetiimedL. 
Neither  this,  nor  any  other  cf  the  rio^^hMs.Jbed  a  pro- 


fnseS.'OoiiiieKiM'Wiifa  tbe  graatSMtiMiri  mfiniatflaci  go- 
ing ok;  ibmf  Bfei.wach^tm  btfv  bappeoed  every  few 
dittce  I  imv9.  beto:  bon^aad  as  mill  eontaaua  co  be  pro^ 
dbced  byooaraott  iacideots.  >  Tlie  States  General  were 
opened  Oft  the. 4di;  instam  by  a  speech  fiom  the  tfaronei^ 
enebjr  the  •Gkuide d^  i&eau^>and  one-firoati  M;  Neeker; 
I  bope  they  ^1  i>e  ptrnted  m  dme  to  send  you  hete* 
wMi;  lest  Ibey  ebduhl  not^  I:wiU  observe  that  thai  of 
M.  Ne<dMr  sutel  thetaal  and  ordfaory  deficit  to  be  M 
miUiona^  and  dial  he  showed,  that  (his  coidd  be  made  op 
wilboMta  new  tax,  by  eoonenies  andi  bodificationii,  which 
be  speeded.  Sevenl  ai^iclea  of  the  Istor  are  Mahle  t0 
lim  ob^tioi^  thai  the^  jire  proposed  on  hranohes  of  tb# 
tefenne,  (9iC  wU^  the  aatbn  his  demanded,  a  aoppves^ 
aieo>  He  tripped  too  dightly  over  the  great  artbies  of 
oabstilatiQoal'  teforauition, .  thpn  ibeiog  wot  as  clearly 
enouBcedtn  this  disoo«n»  u  they  were  t&  hb  ><  fqpport 
CM  res,'/  whieb  I  ntotyou  sometkne  a§pK  ">  .On  die  whole, 
bis)discpiiiae  has  net  sirtisfied  the  patrioljc  party.  It  is 
aetw  foe  the  &»t  time  tfatt  ihis^  reroluti^  is  likely  to  re^* 
eeife,  a  asrious  :ohffiQkr  and  begins  to  weair  a  ftwdol  ap*^ 
peavan^^  Thepeegiess  o^  li^t  and  liberty  in  the> 
esdet  of  the  JNe^Iesae  has  eyialled  expisotti^n  iw  Fmt 
only,  andotav^inities.  :  Tbegfeetmaea  of  dhpuries  taf 
tfapt  eiclc^whiah  cAme  ^firom  the  country,  shew  that  tfatf 
habiu  of^tyomny  mr^  the  peppb  nam  .deqply  iboted  is 
them*  Tbey  wtii  jdmaeoi,  indeed^  to  e^al  taxatiea,  hv^ 
ftmosiKChs  of.thi^  ehaoiber  are  thooght  te  he  deoMletHjr 
fiMR  retiiigiiiy  dnleif ;  so.tbitt,>faMl  ihiet:  preit  pralJmtoery 
ipMHain  rriimd  ^.  due  body,  wyah'fetmeA4wi0Mfaw 
the  sole  kojpe,  th^.  kipe  windd.  have  hem^mplmsiyi 
dflftfqpsii^aL.Seetie aid^ h^m^,  eofidf  iu  a  qnartoi 
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Qcehssitslioal  'deottoBV  waM  fanire.  been  gennn^  is  ikior 
of  the  higher  cfei^jr  ^cn  the.e»Dlniry>  the  bw^  fcltigy 
Inve  6bcamdl  fire^xtfai  of  theto  depMdioM.  Thes^ 
9ie  th^  seiis  of  pieasaotsr,' vpb&  httve  dove  aU  tfa»  <badgQ«<' 
cjr  df 'file  rsetiritev^r  teqv  tiriMty^  ansd  Ulirtf  giMbea» 
a  yeliiv  ^^  ¥^ase  f)|ipressidBs:  a»d  peboiy,  ^ebbtnisiici 
Irith  IhOn^ridQ  and.  klaniiy  of  the  br^er  dlei|^^  bittv 
«Biftdoted  them  jieeftedj^  adiipoBM  (to  hwibte  ^v^  lutter. 
Thejr  fanra'dbhe  ir^  in  tmhy  iastaiM^d^  with  a^  bbld^ 
8N9  thftf  tferb  iMmgltt  tibsiMoc^iblb.  of»  Greftt  boj^ 
ll9ve  be^n^formedi  that  iHesoAkronU  eoacw  wilh  the  Jieit$ 
SHMt  to  Tdtkig.fty  pei^sotia.  In  i«ct>  abosi  half  dif  ft]#itf 
saom^aayGl  sbdiapowd  ^faiit^bs  bisbe^siife<rmiiguiivg,«Ml 
Ufawibg  tboDd  ^mr  with)  At}  aiddmb  wUbk  bits  emt 
lyijeu^id  eackoiasiioid  lintngde. : .xTbe  depukm  :4i£  4te 
3Wi  £m^  s^eih^.aifliOBt  tD«  mam^infiaxiMy  MdetormiwaHi 
agliiitot  ifae  Vc^e  by  onfors*  1%k  id  tba  istite  of  panioi^ 
a$  i^U  as  eitti  te  judged  fmiivcdoyaisatkm^  oalyy  Atuitig 
tb«  fortdigbt  ibey  hkve  hem  aoW  Dogfetfaer.  Bat  as  M( 
basiiiel»  basr  boen  yet  begun,  nor  vdtea  as  yeltii[CT,  tfak 
ealcuktiCHi  eaiindl  ibe  icofoisicisred  as  ^mm.  A  middle  .|mk>>- 
pioaitioft  is  talked.  t)f^  to^  fooEa  the  tiro  pcirlleged  oidb» 
Into  Ditto  ebfiikdl>er.  It  ir  ilioughi  mo>e  pbsable  ^  htSla§ 
A^irsi^K)  kf^unlfae  Tiers Mai^  Anotbcir  piopoeilbii 
ii,  ^  disliDgiusbiqaBatioiia;  referring  ifaose  of  cerkaia  da*^ 
asfiiptiflnB  t6  a  votev  by  pnrsotiSy  otfaeib  to^  «  vole  ,fa^ 
oribfifs^  Tbi^  seeadis  toadnaii  of  einliesa  alteieMoa,  «aMl 
it  tho^3i«r9  Skai  iba^ itaiiifasttio tespeerfcr that^oraB^ 
ertidi^no*6batioft  wfaatbrer.  War*  tb»iia|^  q«aHiBip 
afboodipaidatcA,  I  m  bf  bpaioo  ttere  wouM  iot  oeottfc 
tfa0.1east.diffict%  YD  tbe^ait  aiidi  ossfentsalpaia^aif 
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ooQStiiloliqiMil  i^fenhiatioii*  Bttt^  d«  tlii»  frtliniovy 
question,  the  paitiets  are  jbo  irrecoAeUftUe^iJMt  k  is  inifNoti 
sHdd  l(r  formeie  what  uwe  it  wBl  h»ve<  TIm  TS^t  JDro/, 
«i.  coBftitmiog  .ibe^  Qilion^inay  propoae  la  do  tha  biisl* 
«es8  of  the.  nttioo,  ftibex  with^ot  \i^tbo«ttlw  mitoiitjaf 
is  tke  houses  of  tiio  cbfgy  and  Boiglef ^  which  ^ide  ^piik 
dien*  I0  tbtt  'Case,  if  the  Kiog  ahd^d  ageee  to  i%t  the 
majoritsea  to  tUoee  two  iiottses  wonU  ^eeada,  and  mi^i 
Insist  the  Ux^gatiiererB  ;  this  mbuld  bring  on:  a  c^tiI  wan 
On  Mother  hand,  the  privtl^ed  ocdeoB,  oAting  tosob* 
wmi  to  e^ual  taxation,  najr  propoaa.  to  tfe  'King  to  ooa« 
tiove  the  govenuneat<io  its  Ibrmer  train,  resenriqg  to 
j)iiiiself4fae  power  of  taxttion.  H^re,  tfa«  tax-gatberera 
fl9iglitl)e  vesistnd  hy  tfaa  poople*  Iir  foe,  it  is  but  too 
{wssifal& tbat,  iietwiaBB  pftrtiaasoianlitiatad,  tbe King  may 
incline  the  faaiaaceas  he  pieabea*  Hspnr  that  be  is  an 
honeet,  unBfn))kkMisiaai^  wboidaakes.neitl^  nofc 

^wor  ibr  faiouelf;  fto4  that  his-  OBOit  aperative  Miaistery 
tfaoogfa  ho  liaa  ayfewid  to  trim  a  li^b,»b  still,  in  the 
main,  a  ineod  to  poblic  iikiMy.  . 

.  I  mentioned  to«you,  in  a  firmer  latter,  the  constnicikn 
wMckoue  baqkeis  «t  Amsterdaoi  had  pat  on  the  oaeohi<> 
liott'of  OongresB  appropriadog  tbe  last.Dutdi  loan,  bjr 
wliiofa  tfae.pnoney  ftr  onr^oaptires  wouU  not  be  fiiroided 
<tin  the  end  of  the  year  if  90«%  Oidera  fireiD  the  Board  of 
Tmvofjr  faara  now  «tt}ed  tUa  ipiestioa.  The  interest 
of  the  next  month  h  to  be  first  pnid,  and,  afier  that,  the- 
aaooey  fiir  the^eapfives  and  fbaeign  officers  is  to  be  fiir* 
wabedy  before  any  other  payment  4if  interest;  this  in^ 
sarte  it  wlien  tbenant  Fel^tuuy  intarjast  tecawiaa  paya- 
Ue.  My  representations  to  theniyoo  aceoont  of:  the* 
oootracisJ  I»d  entef«i  lAto  for  nniltinf  tixe  medals^  have 
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ptodaeeA  from  them  the  money  f6r  ifaat  <A>jdct,  wfakth  'w 
to  l^  lodged  IB  the  hands  of  M.  Grand. 
,  Mr.  Necktr,  in  lus  discotlrse,  (iropdees,  among  his  bon-» 
ifications  of  revenne,  the  suppresaioil  of  oar  two  free 
ports^  Bayonne  and  L^Orient ;  which',  he  3ays>  occteion  a 
loss  of  six  bondred  tboosand  Iivres  annually  to  the'croWa, 
by  contraband.  (The  speech  being  not  yet  printed^  I 
state  this  only  as  it  struck  my  ear  when  he  delivered  it. 
If  I  have  mistaken  it,  I  beg  you  to  receive  this  as  roy 
apology,  and  to  consider  what  fdk>ws  as  written  on  tkat 
idea  only.)  I  have  pever  beeii  able  to  see  that  ihese 
free  ports  were  worth  one  copper  to  as.  ^  To  Bayonne 
our  Irade  never  swcmt)  and  it  is  leating  U Orient.  Be- 
sides, the  right  of  enirep&t  is  a  perfect  stibstilote^for  tbe 
right  of  (i«e  portv  f  he  latter  Js  a  Utde  lesfe .  troubksooie 
only  to  the  merchants  and  captains.  I.  should  think, 
therefore,  that  a  thing  sousdess  to  os,  mod  pre^ndicMd  :to 
them,  might  be  relini^Med  by  us,  on  the  common  ptin* 
dples  of  friendship.  I  know  il»  mefcbants  of  these 
ports  will  make  a  clamor,  because  the  firanobbe  coviecs 
tlieir  contraband  with  all  the  world*  flas  Bioaaieur  de 
Moustter  said  any  thing  to  yoa  on  this  sobject  2  It  .fate 
ilever  been  nadntioned  to  me.  If  not  mentioned  r  m 
either  way,  it  is  rather  an  indeoent  proceeding,  consider* 
ing  that  thi^  ri^  of  free  pott  is  liMidded  »  treaty^  L 
i^uill  ask  of  M.  de  Montmonn,'  en  the  irst  ooeaabn, 
whether  he  has  commoaicated  thirto  you  tbfough  fai» 
Minister ;  and  if  he  has  not,  I  will  endeavor  to  notice  the 
infracticNi  to  him  in  such  a  manner,  as  neither  to  reckHii 
nor  abandan  the  iigfar4>f  free  port,  but  leave  our  Govern** 
ment  free  to  do  eiiber. 
The  CteetM  <tf  Fftneeaoi  Layden/aa  tanal,  wiiU 


acoompany  this.  I  am  ro  hoorly  expectation  of  reeeiv-^ 
iDg  from  you  ray  leave  of  absence,  and  keep  my  afikirs 
so  atTatiged  that  I  can  leave  Paris  within  eight  days  after 
Mceiviog  the  permission. 

I  hiave  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON 

FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHK    JAY. 

Para,  May  1%  178S. 
'  ■    -     Sir, 

-  i  am  this  moment  returned  from  Vepsailies,  and  it  is 
ibe  last  momeht  allowed  kne  <o  write  by  this  occasion. 
The  JUn  EM  remain'tinshaken  in  their  resolution  to  do 
no  bosi^eis  with  the  other  orders,  but  voting  by  persons. 
The  ttotdes  are'  equally  determined,  and  by  a  majority 
of  fbttf ^-fifths  o^  five-dxtbis,  to  vote  only  by  orders.  Com- 
mittees of  acoommodntion  indeed  are  appointcfd,  but  with 
IkUe  prospect  of  effect.  Already  the  minority  of  the 
noUes  begin  to  talk  of  abandoning  their  body,  and  going 
to  take  tMr  places  aouHig  the  ^ZVert.  Perhaps  they 
nmy  'be  foltowed  by  the  timid  part  of  their  order.  And 
it  might  be  hoped  by  a  majority  of  the  clei^,  which 
still  remain  undebanbbed  by  the  bishops.  This  would 
form  a  States  General  of  the  wh<de  Tiers,  a  majority  .of 
the  clergy,  and  a  fraction  of  the  nobles.  This  may  be 
centered,  then,  as  one  of  the  posstMe  issues  this  matter 
may  take,  shou)d  reconciliation  be  impracticable.  I  am 
al^le  to  speak  now  more  surely  of  the  situation  of  the 
Emperor ;  his  complaint  b  pulmonary.  The  spitting  of 
Uood  is  from  the  lungs ;  the  hemorrhage  which  came  <m 


was  critM^  ^d  i^ved  hu^  ibr  tbe:  monftept,  Ihh  ibe 
relief  wi^f.  jfmmmj^  oi»ly;  tbeie  is  li^^  ^spmHAti^a 
be  9an  laajt  lopg.  The  Kiqg  of  S^giaii^'s  voyug?  H> 
Hanover  is  spoken  of  more  doubtf^Ujr :  tbis  ¥fqM  b0.  mk 
indication  tI|M  bi&  oon^p^ajllt  is  bett^ri  or,  at  least,  not 
wor$e,  ^^§nj;}^  00  rfeeiving  Mr.  Necker's  discourse  in 
print,  tbat  he  has  not  proposed^  in  direct  terms,  tp  put 
down  our  free  ports.  The  expression  is  ^^  on  se  borne  en 
ce  moment  a  votu  faire  obsarver"  fyc,  I  spoke  on  the 
subject  with  M.  de  Montmoriti  to-day,  and  he  says  they 
me^l  ai^  nMian,  to  confer  with  me  on  it  before  my  de^ 
parture.  I  spoke  to  him  also  to  bring  Schwe^bauser 
a^cj)  Jpl^br^e's.  s#j?  tQ  ^  cooqlu^i^^ :  imd  IQ  Mt  I^ie- 
vj^l  on  the  s^n^e  subject^  Tb^jr  t^U  me  tk»j  btd  joafe 
i^eivad  a,  letter  Jtqoi  the  Cquotide  la  L^zeme^  jystifyr 
JQg  tbe  detentipa  of  opr  stpr^ ;  that  ihey  wese  so  inti«h 
dissatisfied  wi^h  tbe.priqoipl^  he  advane^d,  lbil.thix 
should  tskj^  upoQ  tbems^lves  to  combat  and  protest 
gainst  them,  and  to  insist  on  a  cl^r  eaiabliabmeBt  ofi 
tji^  rule,  that  the  pfop^rty .  of  oq^  Sp>ve«Bign,  wiibin  the 
dp^iqns  of  aiiotber)  is  not  liable  t«  the  teniioriat  jtiii»« 
dicripn.,  Thjpy  batv^  aeqordiijgly  charged  om  of  tkeir 
ablest  counsel  Tyith  the  prepaviNtloo  of  a  nwMnr. to  s&h 
tablisb  this  point. 

I  have  th^  honor  i^,  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFEBSON.    : 

]P.  S^    Mr.  Nec^r's.  disoQUi^e  ^ccompf^ies  tbist 
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Pwis,  Jonc  n,  178>» 
Sif, 

Ihad  the  honor  of  CMldreisiDg^ou  01^  Ifte  &th  and  ISdt 
of,  Mayv  bjr  the  wt j  ol  Lcxidon.  This  goes  thioogh  the 
same  channel^  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Trumbull.  Havkg  re* 
ceiretf  no  letter  from  jt\xx&  kter  tee  tfaaa  the  aSih  of 
Nofieqiber^  I  am  apptoehmMVe  that  tbeie  waf  hare  huo 
mbcarriajges^  and  the  more  so^  as  I  traniy  tbrcmg^  airotfatr 
elmimel,  ^^lai  you  have  pavtiadaiiy  aas»er»d  onit  of 
November  thb  IM. 

"Bie^laatti  of  ibe  GemuI  Setgaior,  wbiah  baa  happen^ 
^»  rendeiis  the  coDtiouaace  of  the  war  oKire  piobaUey 
as  it  has  brou^  10  the  tlMroDe  a  Mksceasor  of  a  more  ae« 
tl?e  ilnd  ardeflt  temper,  and  who  m^ns  to  put  biaMeU:at 
diefaftad  of  his  armies.  He  baa  dedpured  the  Captun 
Faefaa  ba  fi^etfi^m&Mm^.  The  praspecta  for  Rossiai  ob 
^  other  hand,  are  less  enoetnpagiog.  Hear  prmoipal  aRj^ 
the  £mpeiK)r>  is  at  death's  doer,  blasung  up  a  Utile,  in* 
deed,  fiiam  tinie  to  time,  Mhe  an  expirtiig  tif^r,  b«t  cer^ 
tidoly  to  esLiJogprnsh  soon.  Dimkiark,  too,  is  Iikei}^lo  be  re^ 
strained^  by  the  threat  of  Eogtaad  aod  Frossia,  firom  coin 
tribiitipg  evte  her  stipniatwd  na^lsucoofs;  It  is  some 
time  ainee  I  hfve  been  able  to  obtain  any  ai^count  of  the 
King  of  Enf^asd^  00^  wUch  I  oap  rety  with  ceafidcnee* 
His  inelinchoiy  oentifiqes,  and  tp  such  a  degree,  as  to 
render  him  absohitely  indifibnint  to  every  tUaf  that 
pasaaa,  so  that  be  aecaos  Willlbg  to  ie)  Ins  Minntava  Jo 
eveiy  thing  tfa^  please,  proi^ideKil  tbey  uriH  let  him  alone. 
When  foieed  to  speiA,  his  eoatprtbenaien  aecaia  bettor 
Aan  it'waa  in  dieftot  mcmients  affier  his  phreilzy  went 
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off.  His  health  i$  bad ;  he  does  not  go  into  public  at  all, 
and  very^  few  are  admitted  to  see  him.  This  is  his  pre- 
sent state,  according  to  the  best  accounts  I  have  been 
able  to  get  lately.  His  Ministers  dictate  boldly  in  the 
north,  because  they  know  it  is  impossible  they  ^dtitd  be 
engaged  in  the  war,  while  this  country  is  so  completely 
palsied; 

.; You  will  haTe  sedn,  by  my  former  letters,  that  the 
question  whether  the  States  General  should  vc^e  by  per- 
sons or :  by  orders  had  stopped  thw  proceedings  ki  the 
very  first  instance  in  whidi  it  coold:occur*-4bat  is,  as  to 
the  ratification  of  their  powers ;  and .  that  they  B«id  ap^ 
pc^nted  commitleesr  ta  try  if  there  wexe  jiny  meto^  of 
accommodation.  These  could  do  nothing.  The  Kii^g 
then  proposed  they  should  appoint  others^  to  .meet  per- 
9^8  whom  he  should  name,  on  the  same  sub^:  tiiese 
conferences  also  proved  inefiectua).  He  then  proptdaed 
a  specific  mode  of  verifying.  The  clergy  accepted  it 
unconditionally ;  the  NobUise^  wiUi  such  conditions 
and  modifieations  as  did  'away  thdr  acceptance  altogether. 
The  commonr,  considering  this  as  a  refiisal,  came  to  the 
resokitkm  of  the  lOth  instant,  (which  I  have  the  honor 
to^eid  you,)  inviting  the  two  other  orders  to  coftie  and 
take  their  places  in  the  commoa  room>  and  notifying  diat 
they  should  proceed  to  the  verification  of  powers,  and  to 
the  afliirs  of  the  mtion,  either  with  or  without  them. 
{  :  The  clergy  have,  as  yet;  ^ven  no  aiiswen  A  few^of 
tbek  members  have  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  joom- 
mote,  and.  have  presented  themselves  in  tfaeir  room,  ^ 
have  tlnk  powers  verified;  but  how  many  it  ^;riU  deta«b, 
in  the  wfaole^  fiaom  that  body,  cannot  be  knoi^n  till:  to 
answer  be  decided  on.     The  Ncikfn  tdlwred  to  their 
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ibrmer  res(^tk»8';  and  even  the  miooritjri  well  dtsposed 
to  the  commons^  thought  they  could  do  more  good  ia  their 
ofwn  chamber,  by  endeavoring  to  increase  iheit  numbers, 
and  ftttering  the  measures  of  the  majority^  than  by  join- 
ing ;the  commoad.  An  intrigue  was  set  on  foot  between 
the  leaders  of  the  ihajisrity  in  that  hoose,  the  Queeu  and 
Prince.  They  persuaded  the  King  to  go  for  some  time 
to  Mariy ;  he  went.  On  the  same  day  the  leadeis  moved 
in  the  chamber  of  the  Nabkidej  that  they  should  address 
the  King,  to  declare  his  own  sentiments  on  the  great 
quesu0n  between  the  orders/  It  was  intended  that  this 
address  should  be  delivered  to  him  at  Marly,  where,  sepa* 
ratisd  fitan  bis  Ministers^  and  surrounded  by  the  Queen 
and  Princes,  be  mi^t  be  surpmed  into  a  declamion  for 
the  nobles^  The  motion  was  lost,  however,  by  a  very 
great  majority ;  that  chamber  being  not  yet  cfvste  ripe  for 
throwing  themselves  into  the  arms  of  despotism.  Necker 
and  Montmorie,  who  had  discovered  this  intrigue,  had 
Horned  some  of  the  minority  to  defeat  it,  or  they  could 
not  answer  for  \(rbat  would  happen.  These  two,  and 
St^  Priest,  are  the  on^  members  of  the  Council  in  &vor 
of  the  commons*  Lteseme,  Puy-Segur,  antf  the  dhers, 
are  high  aristocrats^  The  connnons  having  vitrified 
their  powers,  a  motion  was  made  the  day  before  y^- 
lerday  to  declare  tfaemsdves  constituted,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  I  left  them,  at  two  o'clock  yester- 
day—4he  debate  not  then  finished.  They  differed  only 
about  forms  of  expression,  but  agreed  in  the  substance, 
and  probably  dedded  yesterday,  or  wUl  decide  to-day. 
The  tiext  move,  I  fency,  will  be  to  suppress  all  taxes, 
and  insuntly  re-estaUish  tbem  till  the  end  of  their  ses- 
skm,  in  order  to  prevent  a  premature  dtssolutbn ;  and 
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then  tbey  tvill  go  (o  work  on  a  declan^ioo  of  irigtes 
and  ft  eoastitiHioii.  The  If^blesse^  I  suppose,  will  be 
employed  altc^elber  in  cquitter->operations ;  the  clergy^ 
{thKt  is  to  say,  t)ie  higher  etergy,  and  such  of  tfa* 
cmis  as  they  can  bring  over  to  their  side^)  will  be  waiting 
and  watching,  merdy  to  keep  themselVes  in  theie 
saddles.  Tbeir  deportment/  h&herto,  is  that  of  meekne^ 
uid  ctraniDg.  The  £ite  of  the  nation  depends  on  the 
eoftdactof  the  ^ing  and  bis  Mtnis!»rs.  Were  they  t» 
iideopeniy  with  the  jcommons,  the  rei^oiution  would  'be 
eomfdeted  without  a  convulsion,  by  the  estabiishmeiit  of 
a  Qonstitodon  totally  free,  and  in  which  the  distinedon 
of  noble  and  commcmer  woukl  be  suppressed.  But  this 
m  scarcely  possible.  The  Kiag  is  bone^  and  wislwEt 
the  good  of  \m  people  ;  but  the  expe(Mency  of  an  heredi-' 
niy  ^[Hstoeracy  is  too  difficuh  a  question  for  him.  On  the 
eoatrary,  his  prejudices,  his  haUts,  and  his  connexions/ 
decide  him  in  his  heart  to  support-  it.  Should  they  de- 
cide openly  for  the  Nohhss^j  the  Commons,  after  sup-f 
pressiing  taxee^  and  finishing  their  declaration  of  rights, 
would  probably  go  home  ;  a  bankruptcy  mkes  pl^K^e  in 
the  instant,  Mr.  Necker  inust  go  out,  a  resistance  to  the 
tax-gatherers  follows^  and  probably  a  oivil  wiaf.  The  con- 
sequences are  too  erolent  and  violMt  to  reader  this  issue' 
Iftely.  Though  the  Queen  and  Princes  ate  infatuated 
enough  to  hazard  it,  the  party  in  the  ministry  would 
not.  Something,  therefere^  Ufce  \Vhat  I  hinted  in  rpy 
letter  ot  May  IStb,  is  still  the  n^Dst  likely  to  take  {4ace. 
While  the  Commons,  either  with  or  witfaom  their  frfencH 
of  ihe  other  two  hduse^,  sfbatl  fo^  employed  in  ihming  a 
constitution)  perhaps  the  Government  may  set  the  other 
two  houses  to  work  on  the  same  subject ;  aod  when  the 
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tlustte  sdMsnes  ^bdl  be  tdadj.  Joint  committees  imj  be 
negotiated  to  comfmfe  them  togettaer,  to  see  id  what  pens 
tbey  sgree ;  ttd  probeUy  tfa^jr  vA\  sgree  in  all,  except 
liae  orgamsatioa  id  the  htate  Scites  General.  As  to  tbis, 
it  may  be  endetTOred,  by  tbe  aid  of  wheedlii^  and  in- 
Mttdatioti,  to  induce  the  t^o  piiidieged  ebambeis  to 
melt  themselves  into  one/and  the  Commons,  instead  of 
ohe,  So  ^ee  to  two  houses  ^f  legislation.  I  see  no  odier 
middle  grOtmd  to  which  they  oan  ht  brought. 

It  is  a  tr^ntendoos  ^ud,  indeed,  Wbfeh  borers  over 
this  Bttion,  and  he  at  the  helm  has  neither  the  ooutage 
noc  the  skill  necessary  to  weather  it.  l^bquenoe  in  a 
high  degree,  knowledge  m  matters  of  ac^oont  and  order, 
are  diortingmsiied  ttattsiil  h»  eharacfer.  Ambition  Is  hb 
first  passion,  virtue  his  second.  He  has  not  discovered  that 
sublime  truth,  that  a  bold  unequi^oeal  virtue  is  the  best 
handnbaid  even  to  eitibition,  and  would  carry  him  further, 
in  the  end,  than  the  temporizing,  wavering  policy  he  pur- 
sues. His  judgment  is  not  of  the  first  order,- scarcely 
even  6f  the  second ;  bis  resohiiiOn  fraiT ;  and,  upon  tife 
vdiole,  it  is  taife  to  meet  tn  instance  of  a  ^rson  so  tnudi 
bek>w  the  reputation  he  has  obtained.  As  this  character, 
by  the  post  and  times  in  which  ProviiJetice  has  placed 
it,  is  finportant  to  be  known,  I  send  it  to  you  as  drawn 
by  a  person  ^  my  acquaintance,  who  knows  him  well, 
lie  ts  tfotj  indeed,  fai^  friend,'  atid  aHowance  miist,  there- 
fbre,  be  made  for  the  high  coloring.  But  this  behig 
abated,  th^  fadts  and  groundwork  bfthd  drawing  are  jnst. 
If^thfe  Tkrs  sep^arirte,  he  goi^s  at  the  same  thne ;  if  they 
^tty  tdgether,  and  Sut'^ed  in  Establishing  a  constitutiod  to 
their  mmds,  as  soonfas  that  is  pfecfed  in  safety  thfey  Wifi 
abUrtrtten  hftn  t6  the  mercy  of  thte  Court,  unless  h^e  can 
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recover  the  coofidence  whioh  be  has  lost  at  {iresto,  cod: 
wh«sh|  indeed,  seems  to  be  irrecoyersUe. 

Tbe  iobabitants  of  Sl  Pommj^o,  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  GovemntH^t,  bare  choseo  and  seat  deputies  to 
the  States  GeoeraL;  The  quesfionof  their  adflnsskm  is 
to  be  discussed  by  the  States.  In  the  mean  time,  tte 
Government  bad  promised  tbem  an  assembly  in  their 
own  island,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  Tbedetth 
of  tbe  Dauphin,  so  IcHig  expected,  has  at  length;  ^appen-. 
ed.  Montmorin  told  Temantthe  otberdaytbatM.de 
Moustier  bad  now  asked  a  cmgSf  which  would  be  sent 
bim  immediately  ;  so  that,  unless  i^oybaege  of  Ministry: 
should  happen,  he  will  pri^bly  be  olbcMrwise  disposed: 
of.  The  Gi^siette?  of  Ftmce  md  Leyden  aoeompany 
tbis. 

:     ^        I  ba.ve  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c«, 

TH:  JEFFERSQN* 

p.  S,  June  18ib.— Tbe  motion  under  debate  with  tbe 
Commons,  fbr^coi^titutbg  tbeir  assembly,  passed  yester* 
day  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred  and  odd  against 
eighty  odd.  The  latter  were  for  it  in  substanqei  but 
wished  some  particular  amei^dment.  Tbey  proceeded 
ipstantly  to.  the  subject  of  taxation.  A  member,  who 
called  on  me  this  moment,  gave  me  a  state  of  the  pnK 
ceedings  of  yestejrday  from  ineroory,  wbicb  I  endos^ 
you.  He  left  the  house  a  little  before  the  question  w^ 
put,  because  he  saw  there  vras  no  doubt  of  its  passiag^; 
and  his  brother,  who  remained  till  the  decision,  informed 
liim  of  i(* ,  So  that  we  may  expect,  perhaps,  in  tbe 
course  of  to-morrow,  to  see  whether  the  Govemnfient  will 
interpose  wHb  a  bold  tiandi  or  will  begi^  a  n^p^at^.. 
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But,  in  tbe  mean  time,  ttiit  letter  must  go  off.  I  will  find 
some,  other  opportuoity,  however,  of  iuferming  you  of  the 
issue.  '  T.  J. 

Character  ofM.JNeclcer,  accomgai^g  the  preceding 
Utter. 

Nature  bestowe4  on  M.  Neeker  an  ardeat  fMssion  Cat 
glory,  without  at  the  same  time  granting  him  those  qaali» 
ties  reqiured  foe  its  pursuit  by  direct  means.  The  union 
of  a  fruitfiil  ima^natioti  with  a  Itmated  talent^  with  which 
she  has.  endowed  him,  is  always  incompatible  with  those 
faculties  of  the  mind  which  qualify  their  possessor  to  pen- 
etratei  to  combine,  and  to  comprehend,  all  tbe  relation^  of 
objects. :. 

H^  bad  probably  learned  in  Gene>«ra,  his  native  coub-> 
try,  tbe  influence  which  riches  werdse  on  the  success  of 
ambition,  w^bout  having  recourse  to  the  school  of  Paris, 
where  be  arrived  about  the  twen^-€%hth  year'  of  bis 
age.  .  A  personal  affiur  with  bb  brother,  in  whioh  tbe 
chiefs  of  the;  repubUo  conducted  themselves  unjustly  to^* 
wards. hip,  the  cireumstances  of  which,  moreover,  ex- 
posed  Urn  to  ridicule,  deterauned  Urn  to  forsake  his 
country.  On  taking  his  leave,  he  assund  bis  mother 
that  he  would  make  a  great  fortune  ifa  Psris.  On  his 
arrival,  be  engaged  himseU'  as  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  six 
fauodred  livres,^with  the  banker Hielussoni  a  man  of  ex* 
nreme  lursbnesftin  his  inletoourse  with  his  dependants. 
Tho/^ame  cause  whnh  obliged  other  derks  ta  abandon 
tbe  serviQe:ctf  l^ehissoii,  determioed  I)ieeker:to  continue 
m  it.  By  submitting  to  the  bnitality  of  his  master  *  witfe 
a  aorvi^resignaitibn,.  wtfilstattfae^anpM  time  he >deve«ed 
tbe  ny^uny^iMlling  attention^^tobis  busmess,  hotteprat^ 


iDfldded  bimielf  lo  bb  <KmfideQoe>  aD4  wa9  liJcen  into 
,  pKnueahip.  Ofdioiirjr  abHtlies  only  were  requbile  lo 
avail  binoseif  of  tbe  multitude  of  favorable  circumstances 
wbicb,  before  be  entered  into  tbe  administration,  built  up 
a  fortune  of  sisL  millions  of  livres.  He  owedmucb  of  bis 
good  fortune  to  bis  connexions  -with  the  Abb6  Terrai,  of 
whose  ignpraace  he  did  not  scruple  to  profit.  His  vidiesy 
Ms  ptofessbui  his  tables  and  a  virtQ0us>  reasonable,  ilid 
weU^inibrmed  wiie^  procured  him  the  acqiiahitaiice  of 
niany  pienons  of  distiactiobj  among  whom  were  many 
men  of  letters,  wfao  cetebrated  his  knotriedge  and  wis« 
dom« 

,  The  wbe  and  just  principtes  by  which  Turgot  aimed 
to  correct  tbe  abuses  of  tbe  administration  not  having  been 
received  with  favor,  lie  seized  tite  occasion  to  flatter  igno- 
rance and  mahgoky,  by  paUishbg  his  work  agaaost  the 
fiseedoni  of  the  corn  trade.  ^ 

He  bad  pubFisfaed,  two  years  before,  a  esdogy  onr 
Colbert.  Both  these  productions  exhibked  tbe  limited 
capacity  of  a  banker,  and,  ia  no  degree,  the.  enlarged 
views  of  ft  statettnttfi.  Notatdl  ddicate  in  the  choice 
of  liis  meails,  he  secceeded  to  his  wish  in  his  ol^ect, 
whiofa  was  tbe  estaUi^ing  bin»elf  m  public  opimoo^ 
Elevated  l^  a  iecret  cabaltotbe  direotioB  ofibefiimncesy 
he  began  by  refusing  tiie  salaiiee  0f  his  office.  He.  af- 
fected a  spirit  of  economy  and  au^erit^,  wimk  imposed 
even  on  foreigti  daltons,  and  showed  ibe  -pdssibili^  of 
making  war  without  laying^  new  taxes;  Seoh^  at  least, 
was  bie  bovst;  b«it,  ill  leeU^,  they  have  beiefi  hiereased 
ubder  his  administratkn  about  tpet^  tttilfidns,  ^^artlybjr 
a  seeretaognraataimi  of  the  AafSoi  ipd  lef  tbe^pblMcL, 
paitty bygone  ^erifioaiiensof  tibt  It^ienliedfy  nid^H^ 
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by  the  natural  progressioift,  which  is  tested  by  the  amouDt 
of  taxes  OD  coBsumption ;  the  necessary  result  of  the 
successive  increasre  of  population,  of  riches,  and  of  expen- 
sive tastes.  , 

AH  these  circumstantsm  reared  for  him  an  astonishing 
reputation,  which  his  fall  has  consecrated.  People  will 
not  reflect  that,  in  the  short  period  of  his  ministry,  he 
had  more  than  doubled  his  fortune.  Not  that  he  peau- 
lated  on  the  public  treasury ;  his  good  sense  and  pride 
forbade  A  resprt  to  this  measure  of  weak  minds  ;  but  by 
resorting  to  loans,  and  the  costly  operations  of  the  bank, 
to  provide  the  fiinds  of  war,  and  being  Istill  connected 
vnth  the  house  to  which  be  addressed  himself  for  much 
the  greater  part  of  his  negotiations.  Tiiey  have  not 
remarked  that  his  great  pripciples  of  econoboy  have 
nothing  more  than  a  false  show,  and  that  the  loans  re- 
sorted to,  in  order  to  avoid  the  imposition  of  taxes,  have 
been  the  source  of  the  mischief  which  has  reduced  the 
finances  to  their  present  alarming  condition. 

As  to  his  compte  rendu,  he  has  been  forgiven  the  nau- 
seovra  panegyric  which  he  has  passed  upon  himself,  and 
tlie  affectation  of  introducing  his  wife  into  it,  lor  the 
purpose  of  praising  her ;  and  we  are  spared  the  trouble 
of  examining  his  false  calculations.  M.-  de  Calonne  has 
under^ken  this  investigation.  Without  b^ing  able  to 
Arindicate  himself,  he  has  already  begun  to  unmask  his 
antagonist,  apd  he  promises  ta  do  it  eftctually. 

Necessity  has  recalled  this  man  to  the  ministry,  and  it 
must  be  CQitfesaed'that  he  is,  beyond  comparison,  a  less 
mischievous  Minister  than  .his  pre^«dessors«  I  would 
compare  him  to  a  steward,,  wbb,  by  his  management, 
does  not  entirely  ruin  his  master,  but  who  entiches  him- 
Vol.  IV. — ^7 
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self  at  his  expense.  The  desire  of  glory  shoiild  inspire 
him  as  much  as  possible  with  the  energy  requisite  for  the 
public  business*  \  There  is  every  likelihood  that  his  min- 
istry will  not  endure  long  enough  to  cause  it  to  feel  the 
effects  of  bis  false  principles  of  administration  ;  add  it  is 
he  alone  who  is  ahk^  if  any  one  can,  to  preserve  order 
in  the  finances  until  the  reform  is  effected,  which  we 
hop^  from  the  assanbling  of  the  Stdtes^  general.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  public  estimation  of  his  t&lents^ad  virtue 
is  not  90  high  as  it  has  been*  Tberp  are  persons  who 
pretend  that  he  is  more  firmly  established  in. public opm* 
ion  thao  l^e  ever  was.  They  deceive  themselves.  The. 
ambitious  desire  he  has  always  mswiifested  of  getting 
again  in^o  the  administration)  his  work  on  the  import* 
ance  of  religious  opinions,  and  xlmm^noirGt  ofM.de 
Calonof,  have  greatly  impaired  bis  reputadon. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  Jmiie  JM;  1789. 
Sir, 
My  letters  of  17th  and  ISlb^sttni:  gave  you  the  pr»> 
gross  of  ttoe  States  General  to  the  17thj  when  the  Tiers 
had  declared  the  legality  of  all  the  existing  tax^s;  and^ 
their  diseootiQMaQoe  (torn  the  end  of  their  present  s^<- « 
sion.    The  next  day,  bein^  a  jmir  de  fUe^  could  furaisb 
no:  indication  of  the  impressioB  that  vote  was  FdEely  to 
make  ^n  tbt  GojiFemibeot.     On  the  Idth  a  Gotfacil  was 
held  at  Marly^  in  the  afternoDn*    It  was  there  proposed 
that  the  Kipgt  shouM :  inteirpose,  by  a  declanmion  of  bis 
sentindei^  i)i  »•  sf^mceroyak*    The  dedaratfiDcn, prepsnd 
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by  M.  Necker,  jvhile  it  censured  in  genertil  the  pro- 
ceedings both  of  the  nobles  and  commons,  announced 
the  King's  views  such  as  substantially  to  coincide  with 
the  commpns.     It  was  agreed  to  in  Council,  as  also  that, 
the  seance  royah  should  be  held  on  the  22d,  and  the 
meeting  till  then  be  suspended.     While  the  Council  was 
engaged  in  this  deliberation  at  Marly,  the  chamber  of 
the  clergy  was  in  debate  whether  they  should  accept 
the  invitation  of  the  Tiers  to  unite  with  them  in  the  com- 
mon chamber.      On  the  first  question,,  to  unite  simply 
and  unconditionally,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
a'  very  small  majority.      As  it  was  known,  however,  that 
some  members  who  had  voted  in  the  negative  would  be 
for  the  afSrmftiiye  with  some  modifications^  the  question 
was  put  with  these  modifications,  and  it  was  determined, 
by  a  majority ,  of  .eleven  members,  that  their  body  should 
join  the  Tiers.     These  proceedings  of  the  clergy  were . 
unknown   to   the  Council   at  Marly,  and  those  of  the 
Council  were  kept  secret  from  everybody.     The   next 
morning,  (the  Sp^h^ythe  members  repaired  to  the  house, 
as  usual,  found  the  doors  shut  ^nd  guarded,  and  a  procla- 
mation posted  for  holding. •a  seance  royale  on  the  22d, 
and  a  suspension  of  their  meetings  till  then.     They  pre- 
sumed, in  the  first  moment,  that  their  dissolution  was  de- 
cided, and  repaired  to  another  place,  where  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Business.     They  there  bound  themselves  to 
each  other  by.  an  oath  never  to  separate  of  their  own 
accord,  till  they  had  settled  a  constitiitjon  for  the  nation 
on  a  solid  basis,  and^  if  separated  by  force,  that  they 
would  reassemble -fn  soipi^e  other  place.     It  was  intimated 
to  them,  however,  that  day,  privately,  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  seance  royale  would  be  favorable  to  them. 
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The  next  day  they  met  in  a  church,  and  were  joined  by 
a  majority  of  the  clergy.  The  heads  of  the  arbtocracy, 
viz:  the  Queen,  Count  d'Artois,  and  Prince  de  Cond6, 
saw  that  all  was  lost  without  some  violent  exertion.  The 
King  was  still  at  Marly.  Nobody  was  permitted  to  ap- 
proach liim  but  their  friends.  H^  was  assailed  by  lies  in 
all  shapes.  He  was  made  to  believe  that  the  commons 
were  goipg  to  absolve  the  army  from  their  oath  of  fidelity 
to  him,  and  then  to  raise  its  pay.  The  Queen  abandoned 
herself  to  rage  and  despair.  They  procured  a  committee 
to  be  held,  consisting  of  the  King  and   his  Ministers,  to 

which  Monsieur and  the  Count  d'Artois  should 

be  adinitted.  At  this  committee,  the  latter  attacked  Mr. 
Necker  personally,  arraigned  bis  plan,  and  proposed  one 
which  some  of  his  engines  had  put  into  his  hands — for  his 
own  talents  go  no  further  than  a  little  poor  wit.  Mr. 
Necker,  whose  chiaracteristic  is  the  want  of  firnaness,  was 
browbeaten  and '  intimidated,  and  the  King  shaken.  He 
determined  that  the  two  plans  should  be  deliberated  on 
the  next  day,  and  the  seance  royale  put  off  a  day  longer. 
This  encouraged  a  fiercer  attack  on  Mr.  Nepker  the  next 
day ;  his  plans  were  totally  dislocated,  and  that  of  the 
Count  d'Artois  inserted  into  it.  Himself  and  M.  de 
Montmorin  offered  their  resignation,  which  was  refused  ; 
the  Count  d'Artois  saying  to  Mr.  Necker,  "  No,  sir,  you 
must  be  kept  as  a  hostage;  we  hold  you  responsible  for 
all  the  ill  which  shall  happen."  This  change  of  plan  was 
immediately  whispered  without  dobrs.  The  nobility 
were  in  triumph,  the  people  in  consternation.  Wh^n 
the  Bang  passed  the  next  day  through  the  lane  they 
formed  from  the  ch4teaa  to  the  Hotel  des  Eiats,  (about 
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half  a  mile,)  there  was  a  dead  ailence.    He  was  about 
an  hour  in  the  house  delivering  his  speech  and  declara- 
tion, copies  of  which  I  enclose  you.      On   his  conning 
out,  a  feeble  cry  pf  <*  vive  le  RoV  was  raised  by  some 
children,    but    the  people   remained  sullen  and  silent. 
When  the  Duke  d'Orleaqs  followed,  however,  their  ap- 
plauses were  excessive.    This  must  have  been  sensible 
to  the  King.     He  had  ordered,  in  the  close  of  his  speech, 
that  the  members  should  follow  him,  and  resume  their  de- 
liberations the  next  day.    The  Noblesse  followed  hina,  and 
so  did  theT clergy,  except  about  thirty,  who,  with  the  Tiers j 
remained  in  the    room,    and  entered   into  deliberation. 
They  protested  against  what  the  King  had  done,  adhered 
to  all  their  former  proceedings,  and  resolved  the  inviolabili- 
ty of  their  own  persons.     An  officer  came  twice  to  order 
them  out  of  the  rooon,  in  the  King's  nan[ie  ;  but  they  re- 
fused to  ob^y.    In  the  afternoon,  the  people,  uneasy, 
began  to  assemble  in  great  numbers  in  the  courts  and 
vicinities  of  the  palace.     The  Queen  was  alarmed,  and 
sent  for  M.  Necker.  He  was  conducted  amijist  the  shouts 
and   acclamations  of  the  multitude,  who   filled  a)l  the 
apartments  of  the  palace.    He  was  a  few.minutes  only 
with  the  Queen,  and  about   three-quarters  of  an  hour 
with  the  King.     Not  a  word  has  transpired  gf  what  parsed 
at  these  interviews.     The  King  was  just  going  out  tp 
ride.  ,  H^  parsed  through  the  crowd  jto  his  carriage,  and 
into   it,  without  being   in  the    least  noticed.     As  M- 
Necker  followed  him,  universal  acclamations  were  raised 
of^^Vive  Monsieur  Necker,  vive  le  sauveur  de  la  France 
opprimee.'^     He  was  conducted  back  to  his  house  with 
the  same  demonstrations  of  affection  and  anxiety^    About 
two  hundred  deputies  of  the  T^ers,  catching  the  enthu- 
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siasra  of  the  moiueDt,  went  to  his  house,  and  extprted 
from  him  a  promise  that  he  would  not  resign.  These 
circumstances  must  wound  the  heart  of  the  King,  desi- 
rous, as  he  is,  to  possess  the  affection  of  his  subjects.  As 
soon  as  the  proceedings  at  Versailles  were  known  at 
Paris,  a  run  began  on  the  caisse  d^esconipte,  which  is  the 
first  symptom  always  of  the  public  diffidence  and  alarm; 
It  is  the  less  in  condition  to  meet  the  run,  as  M.  Necker 
has  been  forced  to  make  free  with  its  funds,  for  the  daily 
support  of  the  Government.  This  is  the  state  of  things 
as  late  as  I  am  able  to  give  them  with  certainty,  at  this 
moment.  My  letter  not  having  to  go  off  till  to-morrow  eve- 
ning, I  shall  go  to  Versailles  to-morrow,  and  be  able  to 
add  the  transactions  of  this  day  and  to-morrow. 

Jaiie  25. 
Just  returned  from  Versailles.  I  am  enabled  to  con- 
tinue my  narration.  On  the  24th,  nothing  remarkable 
passed,  except  an  attack  by  the  mob  of  Versailles  on  the 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  who  had  been  one  of  the  instiga- 
tors of  the  Court  to  the  proceiedings  of  the  seance  royale. 
They  threw  mud  and  stones  at  his  carriage,  broke  the 
windows  of  it,  and  he,  in  a  fright,  promised  to  join  the 
Tiiirs. 

This  day  (the  5}5th)  forty-eight  of  the  nobles  have 
joined  the  Tiers.  Among  these,  is  the  Duke  d'Orleans. 
The  Marquis  de  fa  Fayette  could  not  be  of  the  number, 
being  restrained  by  his  instructions.  He  is  writing  to  his 
constituents  to  change  his  instructions,  or  to  accept  his 
resignation.  iThefe  are  with  the  Tiers,  now,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  members  of  the  clergy,  so  that  the  com- 
mon chamber  consists  of  upwards  of  eight  liundred  mem- 


b^r«.  The  m^»qri^y  ^  4be  clergy,  boirover,'  eall  them- 
selves the  Cbambar  of  the  Qergy,  awi  pretend  to  go  on 
with  busiqes^  I  foiuKj  the  etreeti  of  VermUes  much 
embarr9$$ed  vMih  soldiiera.  There  was  a  body  of  about 
one  bundried  horse  drawa  up  in  froot  of  the  botd  of  the 
States,  and  a]l  the  ^v^ouos^od  doors  guarded  by  adldierd. 
Nobody  was  permitted  to  -enter  but  the  meishMs,  and 
tbi^  was  by  orde^  of  the.Klng;  ix  tiU  now  the  dooiaof 
the  pommon  room  have  been  open,  aod  at  lea^  tno 
thquusand  ^peotttora  Attending  tfa^ir  xlebates  eoistantly. 
TWy  bai^e  named  a  depuutbo  to  wait  on  dse  King,  and 
desires  femoral  of  the  soldiers  from  their  doors;  and 
seemed  4«iermioed,  if  this  was  not  complied  wkh,  to  re^ 
moiFe  tiieoiselve&  elsewhere. 

Idstead  of  heiog  dismayed  with  what  has  passed^  they 
s^m  to  rise^in  their  deinaads,  and  some  of  tbam  fo  con- 
sider tbe  erasing  every  vesdge  of  a  diffemnee  of  .ordor 
as  indispeoaaUe  to  the  establishment  iind  presert atioo  of 
a  good  constitution.  I  apprebead  there  is  more  courage 
than  calculation  in  this  project.  I  did  imagbe  that,  see- 
ing -that  M.  Neoker  and  themselves  were  involved  as 
common  enemies  in  the  hatred  of  the  aristocrats,  they 
would  hav^  been  willing  to-  make  common  cause  with 
him,  and  to  wish  his  continuance  in  office  ;  and  that  M. 
Necker,  seeing  that  all  tfa^  trimming  he  has  dsed  towards 
the  Court  and  nobles  has  availed  him  nothing,  would  en- 
gage himself  heaitily  and  solely  on  4he  popular  $ide,  and 
view  his  own  salvatioQ  in  that  atone.  Tbeooofictoce 
wbicb  the  people  place  ia  him  seems  to  merit  some  at- 
tention. I&>wever,  tiie  mass  of  the  common  chandler 
are  ahsdluiely  indifierent  .to  bis  Remaining  in  office. 
Tbey  consider. his  faead^  unequal  to  the  plamung  a  good 
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constitution,  and  his  fortitude  to  a  eo-operation  in  the  ef- 
fecting it.  He  dbmission  is  more  credited  to-daj  than 
it  was  yesterday.  If  it  takes  place,  he  will  retain  Ms 
popularity  with  the  nation,  as  the  members  of  the  States 
will  not  think  it  important  to  set  themselves  against  if 
but,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  willing  that  he  should  con- 
tinue on  their  side  on  his  retirement.  The  run  on  the 
caisse  dCescompte  continues.  The  members  of  the  States 
admit  that  M.  Necker's  departure  out  of  office  will  oc- 
casion a  stoppage  of  public  payments ;  but  they  expect 
to  prevent  any  very  ill  eflect,  by  assuring  the  public 
against  any  loss,  and  by  taking  immediate  measures  fbr 
continuing  payment.  They  may,  perhaps,  connect  these 
measures  with  their  own  existence,  so  as  to  intevest  ^the 
publioin  whatever  catastrophe  may  be  aimed  at  them. 
The  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden  accompany  this. 
During  the  continuance  of  this  crisis,  and  my  own  stay^ 
I  shall  avail  myself  of  every  private  conveyance  to  keep 
you  informed  of  what  passes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS  JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN   JAT.     . 

Paris,  June  Si9, 1789. 
Sir, 
My  letter  of  the  28tfa  gave  you  the  transactions  of  the 
l^tes  General  to  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  On  the 
next,  the  Archbishop  of  Paris  jdned  the  Tiers,  as  did 
some  others  of  the  clergy  zud  Noblesse.  On  the  27th, 
the  question  d*  the  St.  Domingo  deputation  came  on, 
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and  h  was  decided  that  it  should  be  received.  I  have 
before  mentioned  to  you  the  ferment  into  which  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  seance  royale  of  the  23d  had  thrown  - 
the  people.  The  soldiery,  also,  were  affected  by  it.  It 
b^gan  in  the  'French  guards,  extended  to  those  of  every 
other  denomination,  (except  the  Swiss,)  and  even  to  the 
body  *  guards  of  the  King.  They  began  to  quit  their 
barracks^  to  assemble  in  squads,  to  declare  they  would 
defend  the  life  of  the  King,  but  would  not  cut  the  throats 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  They  were  treated  and  caressed 
by  the  people,  carried  in  triumph  through  the  streets, 
called  themselves  the  soldiers  of  the  nation,  and  left  no 
doubt  dn  which  side  they  would  be,  in  case  of  a  rupture. 
Similar  accounts  came  in  from  the  troops  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  as  well  those  which  had  not  heard  of 
the  Seance  royale  as  those  which  had ;  and  gave  good 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  soldiery,  in  general,  would 
side  with  their  fathers  and  brothers  rather  than  with  their 
officer^.  The  operation  of  this  medicine,  at  Versailles, 
was  as  sudden  as  it  was  powerful.  The  alarm  there  was 
so  complete,  that,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  37th,  the  King 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  clergy,  the  Cardi- 
nal de  la  Rochefoucault,  in  these  words  :* 
"  My  Cousin, 
Wholly  engaged  in  promoting  the  general  good  of 
my  kingdom,  and  desirous,  above  all  things,  that 
the  assembly  of  the  States  General  should  apply  them- 
selves to  xjbjects  of  general  interest,  after  the  volun- 
tary acceptance  by  your  uidcr  of  my  declaratiou  of  th« 
23d  of  the  present  month ;  I   pass  my  word  that  my 

faithful  clergy  will,  without  delay,  unite  themselves  with 

"  I  III    ■  ■  I  1, 1 1.     I    1^  I  if_       I     I    III    I       I '       .... 

•  A  translation  is  here  given. 
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the  other  two  orders  to  hasten  the  accomplisbmeDt  of  my 
paternal  views.  Those  whose  powers  are  too  liautcd, 
may  decline  voting  until  new  powers  are  procured.  Tbw 
will  be  a  new  mark  of  attachment  which  my  idergy  will 
give  me.  I  pray  God,  my  cousin,  to  have  you  ^a  his 
lioly  keeping. 

LOUIS." 

A  like  letter  was  written  to  the  Duke  <]<8  Luscem- 
burgh,  president  of  the  Ndbksse,  The  two  chambe]^ 
entered  into  debate  on  the  question,  whether  they  should 
obey  the  letter  of  the  King.  There  was  a  cop9yerahle 
opposition,  when  notes,  written,  by  the  Cowt  d'Artois 
to  sundry  men(ibQrs,  and  banded  about  amongst  the  rest, 
decided  the  matter,  and  they  went  in  a  body  and  took 
their  seats  with  ih^  Thts,  and  thus  rendered  the  union  of 
the  orders  in  one  chamber  complete*  As  so^n  as  thii 
was  known,  to  the  people  of  Versailles,  the^  assembled 
about  the  palace,  demanded  the  King, and  Queen,  who 
came  and  showed  themselves  in  the  balcony.  They 
rent  the  skies  with  cries  of  "  v^ve  le  Roi"  "  vivc  la 
liefne."  They  called  for  the  Dauphin,  who  was  also 
produced,  and  was  the  subject  of  new  aoclamations. 
After  feasting  themselves  and  the  royal  family  with  this 
tunHiltuary  reconciliation,  they  went  to  the  bouses  of  M. 
Necker  andM.  de  Montmorin,  with  shouts  of  thankful- 
ness and  affectipn.  Similar  emotions  of  joy  took  place 
ip  Paris,  and  at  this  monjentthe  triumph  of  the  Tiers  is 
considered  as  complete.  To-Jiaorrow  they  will  recom- 
mence business,  voting  by  persons  on  all  question  ,*  and 
whatever  difficulties  may  be  opposed  in  debate  by  the 
maleofltents  of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  every  thmg  must 
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be  finally  settled  at  the  will  of  the  Tiers.  It  remains 
to  see  whether  they  will  leave  to  the  nobility  any  thing 
but  their  titulary  appellations.  I  suppose  they  will  not. 
M.  Necker  will  probably  remain  in  ofSce.  It  would 
seem  natural  that  he  should  endeavor  to  have  the  hostile 
part  of  the  Council  removed,  but  I  question  if  he  finds 
himself  firm  enough  for  thai.  A  perfect  co-operation  with 
the  Tiers  will  be  his  wisest  game.  This  great  crisis  be- 
ing now  over,  I  shall  not  have  matter  interesting  enough 
to  trouble  you  with,  as  often  as  I  have  done  lately. 
There  has  nothing  remarkable  taken  place  in  any  other 
part  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   j6hN    JAT. 

Paris,  July  19,  178?.  . 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  become  very  uneasy,  lest  you  should  have  adopt- 
ed some  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  your  letters  to 
me,  which  is  unfaithful^  I  have  none  from  you  of  later 
date  than  Nove^mber  the  S^5th,  1788,  and  of  consequence 
no  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  any  of  nunj9  since 
that  of  August  the  11th,  1788.  Since  that  period,  I 
have  written  to  you  of  the  follpwing  dates :  1788,  Au- 
gust the  aOtli ;  September  the  3d,  5th,.  24th  ;  Npvember 
the  14th,  V9tb,29ih  ;  1769,  January  the  11th,  14th, gist; 
February^  tha  4th.  March  the  1st,  Viih,  l4tb,  15th ; 
May  the  Qih;  1 1  Lb,  12th  ;  Jui>e  the.  17tb',  24th,  29th.  I 
know,  through  another  peison,  that  you  have  received 
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mine  of  November  the  29th,  and  that  you  have  written  an 
answer ;  but  I  hiave  never  received  the  answer,  and  it  is 
this  which  suggests  to  me  the  fear  of  some  general  source 
of  miscarriage. 

The  capture  of  three  French  merchant  ships  by  the 
Algerines,  under  different  pretexts,  has  produced  great  sen- 
sation in  the  seaports  of  this  country,  and  some  in  its  Gov- 
ernment. They  have  ordered  some  frigates  to  be  armed 
at  Toulon  to  punish  them.  There  is  a  possibility  that 
this  circumstance,  if  not  too  soon  set  to  rights  by  the  Al- 
gerines, may  furnish  occasion  to  the  Slates  General,  when 
they  shall  have  leisure  to  attend  to  matters  of  this  kin  d, 
to  disavow  any  future  tributary  treaty  with  them.  These 
pirates  respect  still  less  their  treaty  with  Spain,  and  treat 
the  Spaniards  with  an  insolence  greater  than  was  usual  be- 
foi*e  the  treaty. 

The  scarcity  of  bread  begins  to  lessen  in  the  southern 
parts  of  Franc^B,  where  the  harvest  has  commenced.  Here 
it  is  still  threatening,  because  we  have  yet  two  or  three 
weeks  to  the  beginning  of  harvest,  and  I  think  there  has 
not  been  three  days'  provision  beforehand  in  Paris,  ibr 
two  or  three  weeks  past.  Monsieur  de  Mirabeau,  who  is 
very  hostile  to  M.  Necker,  wished  to  find  a  ground  for 
censuring  him,  in  a  proposition  to  have  a  great  quantity 
of  flour  furnished  from  the  United  States,  which  he  sup- 
posed me  to  have  made  to  M.  Necker,  and  to  have  been 
refused  by  him;  and  he  asked  time  of  the  States  General 
to  furnish  proofs.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  imme- 
diately gave  me  notice  of  this  matter,  and  I  wrote  him  a 
letter  to  disavow  having  ever  made  any  such  proposition 
to  M.  Necker,  which  I  desired  him  to  communicate  to 
the  States.    I  waited  immediately  oh  M.  Necker  and 
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Monsieur  de  Montihorio^  satbfied  tbem  that  what  bad 
been  suggested  was  absolutely  witbout  fojundation  from 
me;  and  indeed  tbey  had  not  needed  this  testimony.  I 
gave  them  copies  of  my  letter  to  tbe  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, which  was  afterwards^^  printed.  Tbe  Marquis,  on  tbe 
receipt  of  my  letter,  showed  it  to  Mirabeau,  who  turned 
then  to  a  paper  from  which  he  had  drawn  his  informa- 
tion^ and  found  he  had  totally  mistaken  it.  He  promised 
immediately  that  he  woulc|  himself  declare  bis  errojt  to 
the  ^ates  General,  arid  read  to  tbem  my  letter;  which 
he  did.  I  state  this  matter  to  you^  though  of  little,  con- 
sequence in  itself,  because  it  might  go  ta  you  misstate 
in  the  English  papers. 

Our  supplies  to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  France,  during 
the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  were  only  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  quintals  tbirty-tbree 
pounds  of  flour,  and  forty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  quintals  forty  pounds  of  wheats  in  twenty-one 
vessels. 

My  letter  of  the  29ih  of  June  brought  down  tbe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  States  and  Government  to  tbe  reunion 
of  the  orders,  which  took  place  on  the  27th.  Within 
the  assembly,  matters  went  on  well.  But  it  was  soon  ob- 
served that  troops,  and  particularly  the  foreign  troops, 
were  on  their  march  towards  Paris  from  various  quarters, 
and  that  this  was  against  tbe  opinion  of  M.  Necker. 
Tbe  King  was  probably  advised  to  this,  under  pretext  of 
preserving  peace  in  Paris  and  Versailles,  and  saw  nothing 
else  in  the  measure.  But  bis  advisers  are  supposed. to 
have  bad  in  view,  when  be  should  be  secured  and  in- 
spirited by  the  presence  of  tbe  troops,  tp  take  acjivantage 
of  some: favorable  mpments,  apd. surprise  him  into  an  act 
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of  authority  for  establisinng  the  declaration  of  the  23d 
of  June,  and  perhaps  dispersing  the  States  General,  is 
probable.  The  Marshal  de  Brbglie  was  appointed  to 
comnland  all  the  troops  within  the  Isle  of  France — a  high- 
flying aristocrat,  cool,  and  capable  of  every  thing.  Some 
of  the  French  guards  were  soon  arrested,  under  other  pre- 
texts, but,  in  reality,  on  accoutit  of  their  dispositions  in 
favor  of  the  dational  cause.  The  people  of  Paris  forced 
the  prison,  released  them,  arid  sent  a  deputation  to  the 
Slates  General  to  solicit  a  pardon.  The  States,  by  a 
most  moderate  and  prudent  arrite^  recommended  these 
prisoners  to  the  King,  and  peace  to  the  people  of  Paris. 
Addresses  came  in  to  them  from  several  of  the  great 
cities,  ejtpr^ssirig  sincere  allegiance  to  the  King,  but  a 
determined  resolution  to  support  the  States  General.  On 
the  8th  of  July,  they  voted  an  address  to  the  King  to 
remove  the  troops.  This  piece  of  masculine  eloquence, 
written  by  Monsieur  de  Mirabeau,  is  worth  attention  on 
account  of  the  bold  matter  it  expresses  and  discovers 
through  the  whole.  The  King  refused  to  remove  the 
troops,  and  said  they  might  remove  themselves,  if  they 
pleased,  to  Noyoris  or  Soissons.  They  proceeded  to  fix 
the  order  in  which  they  will  take  up  the  several  branches 
of  their  fiiiture  constitution,  from  which  it  appears  they 
mean  to  build  it  from  the  Ijottom,  con6ning  themselves 
to  nothing  in  their  ancient  form  but  d  King.  A  declara- 
tidn  of' rights,  wliich  forms  the  first  chapter  of  their 
work,  was  then  proposed  by  the  Marqiiis  de  la  Fayette.- 
This  was  on  the  llih.  In  the  mean  time,  troops,  to  the 
number  of  about  twenty*five  or  thirty  thousand,  had  ar- 
rived, tttid  were  posted  in  and  between  ]Paris  and  Ver- 
sailles.   The  bridges  and  passes  were  guarded.    At  three' 
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o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Coani  de  la  Luzerne  was 
sent  to  notify  M.  Necker  of  his  dismisskin,  and  to  enjoin 
him  to  retire  instantly,  without  saying  a  word  of  it  to  any 
body.  He  went  honie,  dined,  proposed  to  his  wife  a 
visit  to  his  friend,  but  went  in  fact  to  hi6  country-house 
at  St.  Ouen,  and  at  midnight  set  out  from  thence  for 
Brussels.  This  was  not  known  till  the  next  day,  when 
the  whole  Ministry  was  changed,  except  Villedeuil  of 
the  domestic  department,  and  Barentra,  Oarde  des  Sceauoc. 
These  changes  were  as  follows  :  the  Baron  de  Breteuil, 
President  of  the  Council  of  Finanbe ;  and  de  la  Galai- 
siere.  Comptroller  General  in  the  room  of  M.  Necker ; 
the  Marshal  de  Broglie,  Minister  of  War ;  and  Foulon  un- 
der him,  in  the  room  of  Puy-Segur ;  Monsieur  de  la 
Vauguyon,  Minister  of  Foreign  Afikirs,  instead  of  Mon- 
sieur de  Montmorin ;  de  la  Porte,  Minister  of  Marine,  in 
place  of  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne;  St.  Priest  was  also 
removed  from  the  Council.  It  is  to  be  observed  that 
Luzerne  and  Puy-Segur  had  been  strongly  of  the  aristo- 
cratical  party  in  Council ;  but  they  were  not  considered 
as  equal  to  beat  their  shares  in  the  woric  now  to  be  done. 
For  this  change,  hbwever  sudden  it  may  have  been  in 
the  mind  of  the  King,  was,  in  that  of  his  advisers,  only 
the  second  chapter  of  a  great  plan,  of  wliich  the  bring- 
ing together  the  foreign  troops  had  been  the  first. 
He  vras  how  completely  in  the  hands  of  men,  the 
principal  am6ng  whom  had  been  noted  through  their 
lives  for  the  Turkish  despotism  of  their  character, 
and  who  were  associated  about  the  King  a^  pro- 
per instruments  for  what  was  ta  be  executed.  The 
news  of  this  change  began  to  be  known  in  Paris  about 
one  or  two  o^cteck.    In  the  afteinoon,  a  body  of  about 
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one  hundred  GercnaQ  cavalry  were  advanced  and  drawn 
up  in  the  place  Louis  XV,  and  about  two  hundred  Swiss 
posted  at  a  little  distance  in  their  rear.  This  drew  the 
people  to  that  spot,  who  naturally  formed  themselves  in 
front  of  the  troops,  at  first  merely  to  look  at  them,  but, 
as  their  numbers  increased,  their  indignation  arose  ;  they 
retired  a  few  steps,  posted  themselves  on  and  behind 
large  piles  of  loose  stones,  collected  in  that  place  for  a 
bridge  adjacent  to  it,  and  attacked  the  horse  with  stones. 
The  horse  charged,  but  the  advantageous  position  of  the 
people,  and  the  showers  of  stones,  obliged  them  to  retire, 
and  even  to  quit  the  field  altogether,  ("leaving  one  of  their 
number  on  the  ground.)  TKe  Swisfs  in  their  rear  were' 
observed  never  to  stir.  This  was  the  signal  for  univer- 
sal insurrection  ;  and  this  body  of  cavalry,  to  avoid  being 
massacred,  retired  towards  Versailles.  The  people  now 
armed  themselves  with  such  weapons  as. they  oauhl  find 
in  armorers'  shops  a^d  private  houses,  apd  with  blud- 
geons, and  were  roaming  all  night  through  all  parts  of 
the  city,  without  any  decided  and  practicable  object. 
The  next  day  thje  Stages  pressed  on  the  King  to  send 
away  the  troops,  to  permit  the  bourgeoisie  of  Paris 
to  arm  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  city,  and 
offered  to  send  a  deputation  from  their  body  to  tran- 
quillize them.  He  refused  all  their  propositions,  and  a 
committee  of  magistrates  and  electors  of  the  city  were 
appointed  by  their  bodies,  to  take  upon  them  its  govern-, 
ment.  The  mob,  now  openly  joined  by  the  French 
guards,  forced  the  prison  of  St.  Lazare,  releas^ed  all  the 
prisoners,  and  took  a  great  store  of  corn,  which  they 
carried  to  the  corn  market.  Here  they  got  some  arms, 
and  the  French  guards  began  to  form  and  train  them. 
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Tiie  cUy  c<^mitlte  detennmed  to  rabe  fortynn^  thoa- 
sand  bourgeinij  «r  rather  to  reslraio  their  nunbers  to 
ibrty-eigbt  tfaousand*  Oa  the  14th  they  sent  oae  of 
their  members  (Mooateur  de  Corny^  whom  we  knew  in 
America)  lo  (he  Hotel  de$  Invaliie$^  to  ask  afios  fer 
the  gar4U  howrgeoue.  He  was  fellowed  by^  or  he  found 
there,  a  great  mob.  The  governor  of  the  IntaKds  cam« 
out,  and  represented  the  ioipossibirity  of  hk  deUrering 
arips,  without  the  orders  of  those  from  whom  he  received 
them.  De  Corny  advised  the  people  then  to  retire, 
and  retired  himself;  and  the  peopte  took  possession  of 
th^  arms.  It  was  remarkable,  that  not  only'  the  Inva-* 
lid3  themselves  ma^  no  oppesi^n,  but  that  a  body  of 
fivei  thousand  foreign  ixoa^^  encamped  within  four  hun- 
dred yards,  never  atirred.  Monsieur  de  Corny  and  five 
others  were  then  sent 'to  ask  arms  of  Monsieur  de  Lau** 
nai^  governor  of  the  Bastile.  Hiey  found  a  great  col^ 
lection  of  people  already  before  the  jdace,  and  they 
imoiediaiely  planted  a  flag  of  truee,  which  was  answered 
by  a  like  flag  hixsted  on  the  parapet.  The  deputation 
prevaUed  on  the  people  to  fall  back  a  little,  advanced 
tbemsdves  to  make  the  demands  of  the  governor,  an# 
in  that  infi^ant  a  disehaa^  from  the  Bastile  kitted  foui* 
people  of  those  nearest  to  the  deputies.  The  deputies 
retired ;  the  people  rushed  against  the  plaee,  and  almost 
in  an  instant  were  in  possession  of  a  fdrtfficatton  defend- 
ed by  one  hundred  men,  of  infinite  strength,  which,  in 
other  times  had  stpod  several  r^hur  sieges^  and  ba# 
never  been  takenu  How  they  got  in,  bas>  as  yet,  heed- 
inipe8$iUe  to  disooter.  Those  who  pretend  to^  have 
bera  of  the  party,  tdl  so  many  -  different  stories  a? 
to  deatm^  the  credit  of  tbtni  tik.  They  ttek  all  the" 
Vol.  IV. — 8 
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arms,  discbai^d  the  prisoners,  and  such  of  the  garrl^ 
son  as  were  not  killed  in  the  first  moment  of  fury, 
carried  the  gorernor  and  lieutenant  governoc.  to  the 
Oreve,  (the  place  of  public  execution,)  cut  off  their 
beads,  and  sent  them  through  the  city  in  triumph  ta  (he 
Palais  Royal.  About  the  same  instant,  a  treacherous  cor- 
respondence  baying  been  discovered  on  Monsieur  de 
Flesselles,  Prevbi  des  Marchands,  they  seizi^d  bun  in 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  wliere  he  was  in  the  exercise  of  his 
Q6lce,  and  cut  off  his  bead. 

These  events,  carried  imperfectly  to  VersaHles,  were 
the. subject  of  two  successive  deputations  from  the  States 
to  the  King,  to  both  of  which  be  gave  dry  and  hard  an- 
suffers ;  for  it  has  transpired  that  it  had  been  proposed 
and  agitated  in  Council  to  seize  on  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  the  States  General,  to  march  the  whole  army 
down  upon  Paris,  and  to  suppress  its  tumuits  by  tbe 
sword.  But,  at  night,  the  Duke  de  liancourt  forced  his 
way  into  the  King's  bed-chamber,  andobKgied  him  to  bear 
a  full  and  animated  detail  of  the  disasters  of  the  day  ii> 
Paris.  He  went  to  bed  deeply  impressed.  The  d^capi-> 
tation  of  M.  de  Launai  worked  powerfully  through  tbe 
night  on  the  whole  aristocratical  party,  insomuch  that 
in  the  morning  those  of  the  greatest  influence  on  tbe 
Count  d'Artois  represented  to  him  the  absolute  necessi-* 
ty  that  the  King  should  give  up  every  thing  to  the  States. 
This  according  well  enough  with  the  dispositions  of  tbe 
King,  be  went  about  eleven  o'clock,  accompanied  only 
l^y  his  brother,  to  the  States  General,  and  there  read  to 
^m  a  speech,  in  which  be  asked  their  interposition  te 
re-establish  order.  Though  this  be  couched  in  terms  of 
sone  caution,  yet  the  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered 
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made  it  evident  thut  it  was  meant  as  a  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion. He  returned  to  the  chlLteau  afoot,  accompanied 
by  the  States.  Thejr  sent  off  a  deputation,  the  Marqub 
de  la  Fayette  at  their  Head,  to  quiet  Pari^.  He  had,  the 
same  morning,  been^  named  commandant-in-chief  of  the 
milice  bourgeoise,  and  Monsieur  Bailly,  former  presi- 
dent of  the  States  General,  was  called  for  as  PrSvdt  des 
Marchands.  The  demolition  of  the  Bastile  was  how  or- 
dered, and  begun.  A  body  of  the  Swiss  guards  of  the 
regiment  of  Venlimille,  and  the  city  horse  guards,  joined 
the  people.  The  alarm  at  Versailles  mcreased  instead 
of  abating.  They  believed  that  the  aristocrats  of  Paris 
were  utider  pillage  and  carnage ;  that  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men  were  in  arms,  coming  to  Versailles  to 
massacre  the  royal  family,  the  Court,  the  Ministers,  and 
atll  connected  with  them  by  their  practices  and  principles. 
The  aristocrats  of  the  nobles  and  clergy  in  the  States 
General  vred  with  each  other  in  declaring  how  sincerely 
they  were  converted  to  the  justice  of  voting  by  persons, 
and  how  determined  to  go  with  the  nation  all  its  lengths. 
The  foreign  troops  were  ordered  off  instantly.  Every 
Minister  resigned. ;  The  King  confirmed  Bailly  as  Pre- 
v6t  des  Marchands  ;  wrote  to  M.  Necker,  to  recall  him ; 
sent  his  letter  open  to  the  States  Genera],  to  be  forwarded 
by  them  ;  and  invited  them  to  go  with  him  to  Paris  the  next 
day,  to  satisfy  the  city  of  his  dispositions ;  and  that  night 
and  (he  ne^t  morning  the  Count  d'Artois  and  a  Mon- 
sieur de  Montesson,  (a  deputy  connected  with  him,)  Ma- 
Vlame  Polignac,  Madame  de  Guiohe,  and  the  Count  de 
Vaudreuily  favorites  of  the  Queen,  the  Abb6  de  Ver- 
mont, her  confessor,  the  Prince  of  Cond^,  and  the  Duke 
de  Bourbon,  all  fled| we  know  not  whither    The  King 
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came  to  Paris,  leaving  ihe  Queea  in  consternation  ibr  hi9 
return.  Oin^tting  the  less,  important  figures  of  the  pro- 
cession, I  will  only  observe,  that  the  King's  canriage  vfm 
in  the  centre,  on  each  side  of  it  the  States  General  in 
two  ranks,  afoot,  and  at  their  head  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  as  ooipn^ander-in-ehief,  on  horseback,  and  bour- 
geoise  guards  before  aAd  behind.  About  sixty  thousand 
citizens,  of  all  forms  and  colors,  armed  with  the  muskets 
of  the  Bastile  and  Invalids,  as  far  as  they  would  go,  the 
rest  with  jwstols,  5tvocds,  pikes,  pruning-hooks,  scythes, 
&c.,  lined  all  the  streets  through  which  the  procession 
passed,  and,  with  the  crowds  of  people  in  the, streets, 
doors,  and  windows,  saluted  them  everywhere  with  cries 
of  " vive  h  nation^^  but  not  a  single  " vive  le  Rot^ 
was  heard.  The  King  stopped  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 
There  M.  Bailly  presented  and  put  into  his  bat  the 
popular  cockade,  and  addressed  brm.  The  Kiog  beii)g 
unable  and  unprepared  to  answer,  Bailly  went  to  biro, 
gathered  from  him  some  scraps  of  sentences,  and  made 
out  an  answer  which  he  delivered  to  the  audience  as 
from  the  King.  On  their  return  the  popular  cries  were 
"  vke  le  Roi  et  la  nation.^^  JJe  was  conducted  by  a 
garde  hourgeoise  to  his  palace  at  V^sailleis ;  and  tbus 
concluded  such  an  amende  honorahU  as  no  spver^gn  ever 
made,  and  no  people  ever  received.  Letters,  written  with 
his  own  hand,  to  ibe  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  remove  the 
scruples  of  his  positk>n*  Tranquillity  is  now  restored  to 
the  capital ;  the  ahopa  are  again  opened ;  the  people  re- 
suming their  labors ;  and  if  the  want  of  bread  do^  not 
disturb  our  peace,  we  may  hope  a  coatinuaDoe  of  k. 
The  dee^olition  of  thf  Bastile  is  going  on,  aiid  the  wSIke 
baurgeme  oigaiii{(ipg  and  training..    The  an^t  police 
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of  tbe  city  is  nbolisbed  by  die  audibrity  of  the  people ; 
the  introduction  of  the  King's  troops  will  probably  be 
proscribed}  aad  a  watch  or  city  gaards  substituted,  Vrhich 
sliall  depend  on  the  city  alone^  But  we  cannot  suppose 
this  paroxysm  confined  xo  Paris  alone«.  The  whole 
country  must  pass  successively  through  it ;  and  happy  if 
they  get  through  it  as  soon  and  as  well  as  Paris  has  done. 
I  went  yesterday  to  Versailles^  to  satisfy  myself  what 
bad  passed  there ;  for  nothing  can  be  believed  but  what 
one  sees,  or  has  froni  ah  eye-witness.  They  believe 
there,  still,  thai  three  thousand  people  have  fallen  victinas 
to  the  tumults  of  Paris.  Mr.  Short  and  myself  have 
been  every  day  among  them^  ib  ordi^r  to  be  sure  of  what 
wAis  passing.  We  cannot  find,  with  certainty,  that  any- 
body has  been  killed  but  the  three  before  mentioned,  amt 
those  who  fell  in  the  assault  6t  defence  of  the  Bastile. 
Itow  many  of  the  garrison  wfere  killed,  nobody  pretends 
to  have  ever  heard.  Of  the  assailants,  Accounts  vary 
from  five  to  sit  hutidred.  T%e  most  general  belief  is, 
that  there  fell  about  thirty.  There  have  been  many 
reports  of  instantaneous  executions  by  the  mob,  on  such 
of  their  body  as  they  caught  in  acts  of  theft  or  robbery. 
Some  of  these  may,  perhaps,  be  true.  There  was  a 
severity  of  honesty  observed;  of  which  no  example  has 
been  known.  Bags  of  money,  ojSfered  on  various  occa- 
sions through  fear  or  guilt,  have  been  uniformly  refused 
by  the  mobs.  The  churches  are  now  occupied  in  sing- 
ing "  de  profundis^'  and  **  requiems^'  for  the  repose  of 
the  souls  of  the  brave  and  Valiant  citizens  who  have 
sealed  with  theii:  blood  the  liberty  of  their  natkm.  Mon- 
sieur de  Montmbrin  is  this  day  replaced  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  Ai^irs,  ^nd  Molisieur  de  St.  Iciest  is 
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named  to  the  Home  Department.  The  Gazettes  of  France, 
and  Leyden  accompany  this.     I  send  also  ^  paper  (called 
the   Point  de  Jour)   which   will  give  you  some  idea 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Assembly.     It  is  but  an. 
indifferent  thing ;  however,  it  is  the  best. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Jaly  21.  . 
P.  S.  M.  Necker  had  left  Brussels  for  Frankfort, 
before  the  courier  got  there.  We  expect,  however,  to 
hear  of  him  in  a  day  or  two.  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  la 
Luzerne  has  resumed  the  Department  of  the  Marine  this 
day.  Esther  this  is  an  office  of  friendship,  effected  by 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  (for  though  they  had  takeo 
different  sides,  their  friendship  continued,)  or  i^e  comes 
in  as  a  stopgap  till  somebody  else  can  be  founds  Though 
very  unequal  to  his  office,  all  agree  that  be  is  an  honest 
man.  The  Count  d'Artois  was  at  Valenciennes.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  and  Duke  de  Bourbon  bad  passed  that 
place. 

T.  J. 

•■■*»9  #•<*?*" 

FROM   TBOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN    JAY. 

Paris,  July  23,  1789. 

Sir, 

The  bearer  of  my  letters  (a  servant  of  Mr.  Morris) 

not  going  off  till  to-day,  I   am  enabled  to  add  to   their 

contents.     The  spirit  of  tumult  seemed  to  have  subsided, 

when,  yesterday,  it  was  excited  again,  by  a  pajriicular 


DIPLOMATIC  C0B|R£e!I>ONDi^CB.  119 

mclcbnt.  MoDsiear  FcmiIoo,  one  of  tbe  obnoxious  roiii-* 
istry,  who,  as  well  as  his  brethren,  had  abscpnded,  was 
taken  is  the  country,  and,  as  is  said,  by  his  own  tenants, 
and  brought  to  Paris.  Great  efforts  were  exerted  by  po- 
pular characters  to  save  him.  He  was  at  length  foiced 
out  of  tbei  hands  of  the  garde  bourgeoisCy  bung  immedi- 
ately,  his  head  cut  off,  and  his  body,  drawn  through  the 
principal  streets  of  the  pity.  The  intendant  of  PariS| 
Monsieur  de  Chauvigny,  accused  of  having  entered  into 
the  designs  of  the  same  Ministry,  has  been  taken  at  Com- 
peigoe,  and  a  body  of  two  hundred  men,  on  horseback, 
have  gone  for  him.  If  be  be  brought  here,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  save  him.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  say  at  what  dis- 
tance of  time  tha  presence  of  one  of  these  Ministers,  or 
of  any  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  the  fugitive  courtiers, 
will  not  rekindle  the  same  bloodthirsty  spirit.  I  hope  it 
is  extinguished  as  to  everybody  else,  and  yesterday's  ex- 
ample will  teach  them  to  keep  put  of  its  way.  I  add  two 
other  sheets  of  the  Point  de  Jour,  and  have  the  honor  to 
be,  §tc., 

.  TH :  JPPFERSON. 

P.  S.  I  just  now  Jeam  that  Bertier  de  Chauvigny 
was  brought  to  town  last  night,  and  massacred  immedi- 
iilely. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFF£RSON    TO   JQHN    JAY. 

Piuris,  July  29, 1789. 
Sir, 

I  ba^ve  written  you  lately,  on  the  24th  of  June,  with  a 
postscript  of  the  '^5th ;  ^n  the  29th  of  the  satQ^  month ; 
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the  19th  of  July,  with  a  postscript  of  the  21st;  and  agam 
<M  ihe  23d.  Yesterday  I  received  years  of  the  9th  of 
March,  by  the  way  of  Holland. 

M.  Necker  has  accepted  his  appointment,  and  will  ar- 
rive to-day  from  Switzerland,  where  he  had  taken  refage. 
No  other  Ministers  have  been  named  since  my  last.  It  is 
thought  M.  Necker  will  choose  his  own  associates.  The 
tranquillity  of  Peris  has  not  been  disturbed  since  ihfi 
death  of  Foulon  and  Bertier,  mentioned  in  my  last. 
Their  militia  is  in  a  course  of  organization.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  know  the  exact  state  of  the  supplies  of  bread. 
We  suppose  them  low  and  precarious,  because  some 
days  we  are  allowed  to  buy  but  half  or  three-fourths  of 
the  daily  allowance  of  our  fs^milies.  Yet,  as  the  wheat 
harvest  must  begin  within  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  we  are 
in  hopes  there  will  be  subsistence  found  till  that  time. 
This  is  the  only  source  from  which  I  shoirtd  fear  a  re- 
newal of  the  late  disorders;  for  I  take  for  granted  the 
(ugUives  from  the  wrath  of  their  country  are  M  safe  in 
foreign  countries.  Among  these  are  numbered  seven 
princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  and  six  Ministers  ;  the 
seventh  (the  Marshal  de  Broglie)  being  shut  up  in  the 
fbhified  town  of  Metz,  strongly  garrisoned  with  foreign 
soldiers.  I  observed  to  you,  in  a  preceding  letter,  that 
the  storm  which  had  begun  in  Paris  on  the  change  of  the 
Ministry,  would  have  to  ptss  over  the  whole  country^ 
and  consequently  would,  for  a  short  time,  occasion  us 
terrible  details  from  the  different  parts  of  it.  Among 
these,  you  will  find  a  horrible  one  retailed  from  Vesoul, 
in  Franche  Compt^.  The  atrociousness  of  the  fact 
would  dispose  us  rather  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  evidence 
on  whibh  it  rests,  howevei^  regular  that  appears^    There 
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is  no  question  that  ft  number  of  people  were  blown  up, 
but  tbere  are  reatons  for  suspecting  that  it  was  by  ac- 
citlent,  and  not  design.  It  is  said  the  owner  of  the  chd- 
te€tu  sold  powder  by  the  pound,  which  was  kept  in  the 
Cellar  of  the  house  blown  ilip ;  and  it  is  possible  some  one 
of  the  guests  may  have  taken  this  pccasion  to  supply 
hitniself,  and  been  too  tareless  in  approaching  the  mass. 
Many  idle  stories  have  also  been  propagated,  and  believed 
here,  against  the  English,  a?  that  they  have  instigated 
the  late  tumults  with  money  ;  that  they  had  taken,  or  were 
preparing  to  take,  Cherboai^,  Brest,  &c. ;  and  even  rea- 
sonable men  have  believed,  or  pretended  to  believe,  aH 
tbese.  Itie  British  Ambassador  has  thought  it  necessa- 
ry to  disavow  them  in  a  public  letter,  which  you  will  find 
in  one  of  the  papers  accompanying  this. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  with 
certaitity,  the  present  state  of  the  King  of  England. 
His  recovery  was  slow;  he  passed  through  a  stage  of 
profoiind  melancholy ;  but  this  has  at  length  dissipated, 
and  he  id  at  present  perfectly  re-established.  He  talks 
now  as  much  as  ever  on  the  same  trifling  subjects,  and 
has  recovered  even  his  habitual  inquisitiveness  into  the 
small  news  of  the  (amilies  about.  His  health  is  ako 
good,  though  be  is  not  as  fleshy  as  he  used  to  be.  I 
have  multiplied  my  letters  to  you  lately,  because  the 
scene  has  been  truly  interesting  ;  so  much  so,  that  bad  I 
received  my  permission  to  pay  my  projected  visit  to  my 
own  country,  I  should  have  thodgbt,  and  still  tfaink^  it 
my  duty  to  defer  it  a  while.  I  presume  it  cannot  b6w 
be  kmg  before  I  receive  your  definitive  answer  to  my  re* 
quest.  I  send  herewith  the  public  papers,  as  usual,  and 
have  the  bonor  to  be>  &o., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rROM   THOMAS    JCFITEItSON   TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  Augusts,  1789. 
Sir,  \ 

I  wrot€  you  on  tbe  19th  of  the  last  moatb,  with 
a  postscript  of  the  21st^  and  on  the  23d  and  29th.  These 
letters  went  by  private  conveyances.  This  gpes  by  the 
London  post.  Since  my  last,  spnie  small  and  momentary 
tumults  Irave  taken  place  in  this  city,  in  one  of  which  a 
few  of  the  rioterd  were  killed  by  the  city  militia.  No 
more  popular  executions  have  taken  place.  The  capture 
of  the  Baron  de  Besenval,  commander  of  the  Swiss  troops, 
as  he  was  flying  to  Switzerland^  aod  of  the  Duke  de  la 
Vauguyon,  endeavoring  to  escape  by  sea,  would  endan- 
ger new  interpositions  of  the  popular  arm,  were  they  to 
be  brought  to  P^ris.  They  are,  therefore,  confined  where 
they  were  taken.  The  former  of  these  being  unpopular 
with  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  accQunt  of  ,op- 
pressions,  occasioned  a  deputation  from  their  body  to  de- 
mand justice  to  be  done  him,  and  to  avow  the  devotion 
of,the  Swiss  troops  to  the  cause  of  the  nation.  They 
bad  before  taken  side  in  part  only.  M.  Necker's  return 
contributed  much  to  re-establish  tranquillity,  though  nqt 
quite  as  much  as  was  expected.  His  just  intercessions 
for  the  Baron  de  Besenval  and  other  fugitives  damped 
very  sensibly  the  popiilar  ardor  towards  him.  Their 
hatred  is  stronger  than  their  )ove. 

Yesterday  the  other  Ministers  were  named.  The, 
Archbishop  of  Bordeaux  is  Oarde  dts  Scmux^  M.  de 
k  Tour  Depin  Minister  of  War^  the  Prince  of  Beativon 
is  taken  imp  the  .Counqil,  and. the  feuitte  des  len^fiioes 
given  to  the  Archbishop  of,  Bordeaux.  ThesPe  are  all 
of  the  popular  party ;  so  that  themioority,  (M-de  la  In** 


DIPLOMATIC  CCmfiEOPOND^iCE.  133 

zeroe^  expected,)  and  the  Qouncil>  being  all  in  reibrma- 
tioq  priociples,  no  further  opposition  may  be  expected 
from  that  quarter.  The  National  Assembly  now  serious* 
]y  set  their  hands  to  the  work  of  the  constitution.  They 
decided  a  day  er  two  ago  the  question  whether  they 
siiould  begin  by  s^  declaration  of.  rights,  by  a  great  ma- 
jority in  the  affirniative.  The  negatives  were  of  the 
clergy,  who  fear ,  to,  trust  the  people  with  the  whole 
truth.  The  declaration  itself  is  now  on  the  carpet.  By 
way  of  corollary  to  it,  they  last  night  mowed  down  a 
whole  legion  of  abuses,  as  you  will  see  by  the  heads  of 
the  arriiS  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you.  This 
will  stop  the  burning  of  cMteaux^  and  tranquillize  the 
country  more  than  all  the  addresses  they  cou}d  send 
them«  I  expressed  to  you  my  fears  of  the  impractica- 
bility of  debate  and  decision  in  a  room  of  one  thousand 
and, two  hundred  persons,  as  soon  as  M.  Necker's  deter- 
niination  to  call  thatt  number  was  known.  ^  The  inconve* 
niences  of.  their  number  have  been  distressing  to  the  last 
degree,  though,  as  yet,  they  have  been  employed  in 
work  which  could  be  done  in  the  lump.  -They  are  now 
proceeding  to  instruments;  every  word  of  which  must  be 
weiglied  with  precision.  Heretofore,  too,  they  were 
hooped  together  by  a  common  enemy.  This  is  no  lon- 
ger the  case.  Yet  a  thorough  view  of  the  wisdom  and 
rectitude  of  this  .i^ssembly  disposes  me  more  to  hope 
they  will  find  some  means  of  surmounting  the  difficulty 
of  their  numbers,  than  to  fear  that,  yielding  to  the  un- 
manageableness.  of  debate  in  such  a  crowds  and  to  the 
fetigue  of  the  experiqoenty  they  m^y  be  driven  to  ^dopt, 
in  the  gross,  some  one  of  the  many  projects  which  will 
be  proposed.. 
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There  is  a  germ  of  scbbtn  id  the  pretensions  erf*  Paris 
to  form  its  iminicipal  establishment,  independently  of  the 
authority  of  the  nation*  It  has  not  yet  proe^ded  so  far 
as  to  threaten  danger.  The  occasion  does  not  petmi 
roe  to  send  the  public  papers,  but  nothing  remarkable 
has  tdken  place  in  the  other  parts  of  Europe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ate., 

TH: JErFERSQN. 


CftOM  THOMAS    JEFFERSON  TO   WILLlAlf   CABM ICHAEL. ' 

Paris,  August  9, 1789. 
iDeAr  Sir, 
Since  your  last,  of  March  the  27th,  I  have  only  writ- 
ten that  of  May  the  8th.  The  cause  of  this  long  silence 
on  both  parts  has  been  the  expectation  I  comtnunicated 
to  you  of  embarking  for  America.  In  fact,  I  have  ex- 
pected permission  for  thisi  every  hour  since  the  month  of 
March,  and,  therefore,  always  thought  that,  by  putting 
off  writing  to  you  a  few  days,  my  letter,  while  it  should 
communicate  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  might  be  a  let- 
ter of  adieu.  Should  iny  permission  now  arrive,  I  shodd 
put  off  my  departure  till  after  the  equinox.  They  write 
ine  that  my  not  receiving  it  had  proceeded  from  the 
66asiog  of  the  old  Government  in  October  last,  aiid  the 
organisation  of  the  higher  departments  in  the  new,  which 
had  not  yet  taken  place  ivhen  my  last  letters  came  away. 
Bills  had  been  brought  in  for  establishing  Departments 
of  Foreign  Afii^irs,  Finance,  md  Wan  The  last  would 
certainly  be  given  to  General  Knox.  Mr.  Jay  would 
probably  have  his  choice  of  the  first  and  second ;  and  it 
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was  supposed  HamiltoB.  wouI4  I>ave  that  which  Mr.  Jay 
declined.  Some  thoUghf  Mr.  Jay  would  prefer  and  ob- 
tain the  bead  of  the  law  d^^partment,  for  which  Wilsop 
wo»Id  be  a  cooopetitor.  In  such  a  case,  spme  have 
supposed  C  Thocapson  would  ask  the  Foreign  Affiiirs. 
The  Senate  and  Representatives  differed  about  the  title 
of  ibe  President.  The  former  wanted  to  style  him 
**  His  Hi|h(Bess  George  Washington,  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  Protector  of  their  liberties."  The 
lalte^F  insisted,  and  prev|tiled,  to  give  no  title  but  that  of 
office,  to  wit.:  '^George  Wasliiogton,  President  of  the 
Ufiited  States.''  I  hope  the  terms  of  Excellency,  Honor, 
Worship,  Esquire,  will  forever  disappear  from  among  us, 
from  thai  n^oment.  I  v^ish  that  of  Mr.  would  follow  them. 
In  the  impost  bill,  the  representatives  bad,  by  almost 
a  unanimous  concurrence,  made  a  difference  between 
fi9£|ions  in  treaty  wUb  us,  and  those  not  in  treaty.  The 
Senate  b^d  strucik  out  this  difference,  and  lowered  all  the 
duties.  Quefy,  whether  tlip  Representatives  would  yield  ? 
Congress  were  to  proceed,  about  the  last  of  June,  to 
propose  amendments  to  the  new  consftitution.  The  prin- 
cipal would  be,  the  annexing  &  declara>tion  of  rights,  tp 
satisfy  the  n^inds  of  all  on  the  subject;  of  tbeir  liberties. 
They  waited  %h^  arrival  of  Brown>  delegate  from  Ken- 
tncky,  to  ta]^  up  the  receiving  that  district  as  a  fbur- 
teemth  State.  Tb€f  only  objections  apprehended  were 
fiom.  the  p^i^ii^^ns  of  Veroiont^  who  might  \ms%  G^  both 
coming  tog^th^i.  lliis  would  pioduoe  a  de%,  though 
fHobftWy  not  a  lofig  one. 

Tofdotril  10,  jw  ^  emends  of  ibi§  ci<wh¥y>  wonjd 
tA^piiie  a  volnnm.  It :  woiiU  be;^iite9?,  too^  bewu w  th<*e 
pmsk  h  the  L#y4en  GM^Uy  ibm^h  opt  uiii^em^Df  trnq, 
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have  so  few  and  such  unimportant  errors  noised  with 
them,  that  you  may  give  a  general  faith  to  them.  I  will 
rather  give  you,  therefore,  what  that  paper  cannot  give — 
the  views  of  the  prevailing  power,  as  far  as  they  can  be 
collected  from  conversation  arid  writings.  They  will 
distribute  the  powers  of  government  into^three  parts' — 
legislative,  judiciary,  and  e&ecutive.  The  legislative  will 
certainly  have  no  hereditary  branch,  probably  not  even 
a  select  one  (like  our  Senate.)  If  they  divide  it  into 
two  chambers  at  all,  it  will  be  by  breaking  the  represen- 
tative body  into  two  equal  halves,  by  lot.  But  very 
many  are  for  a  single  house,  and  particularly  the  Tur- 
gbtists.  The  imperfection  of  their  legislative  body,  I 
think,  will  be,  that  not  a  member  of  it  will  be  chosen 
by  the  people  directly.  Their  representation  will  be 
an  equal  one,  in  which  every  man  will  elect  and  be  elect- 
ed as  a  citizen,  not  as  a  distinct  order.  Query,  whether 
they  will  elect  placemen  and  pensioners?  Their  legis- 
lature will  meet  periodically,  and  sit  at  their  own  will, 
with  a  power  in  the  executive  to  call  them  extraor- 
dinarily, in  case  of  emergencies.  There  is  a  conn- 
derable  division  of  sentiment  whether  the  executive 
shall  have  a  negative  on  the  laws.  I  think  they  wiH 
determine  to  give  such  a  negative,  either  absolute  or 
qualified.  In  the  judksiary,  the  parliaments  will  be 
suppressed,  less  numerous  judiciary  bodies  instituted, 
and  trial  by  jury  established  in  criminal,  if  not  in  civil 
cases.  The  executive  power  will  be  left  entire  in  the 
bands  of  the  King.  They  ^vill  establish  the  respoH- 
sibility  of  Ministers,  gifts  and  appropriations  of  money 
by  the  National  Assembly  alone ;  consequently,  a  civil 
Ibt,  freedom  of  the  press,  freedom  6f  religion,  freedom" 
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of  commerce  and  industry,  freedom  of  f>erBOD  against  ar- 
bitrary arrests,  and  modifications,  if  not  a  total  prohibition, 
of  military  agency  in  civil  cases.  I  do  not  see  bow  they 
can  prohibit  altogether  the  aid  of  the  military  in  cases  of 
riot,  and  yet  I  doubt  whether  they  can  descend  from  the 
sublimity  of  ancient  military  pride  to  let  a  Mareschal  of 
France,  with  his  troops,  be  commanded  by  a  magistrate. 
Tbey  cannot  conceive  that  General  Washington,  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  during  the  late  war,  could  have  been 
commanded  by  a  common  constable  to  go  as  his  posse 
comitatus  to  suppress  a  mob,  and  that  Count  Rocham- 
beau,  when  he  was  arrested  at  the  bead  of  his  army  by  a 
sheriff,  must  have  gone  to  jail  if  te  had  not  given  l)ail  to 
appear  in  court.  Though  they  have  gone  astonishing 
lengths,  they  are  not  yet  thus  far.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  not  knowing  how  to  use  the  military  as  a  civil 
weapon,  they  will' do  too  much  or  too  little  with  it. 

I  have  said  that  things  will  be  so  and  so.  Understand 
by  this,  that  these  are  only  my  conjectures ;  the  plan  of 
the  constitution  not  being  prepared  yet,  much  less  agreed 
to.  Tranquillity  is  pretty  well  established  in  the  capital, 
though  the  appearance  of  any  of  the  refugees  here 
would  endanger  it.  The  Baron  de  Besenval  is  kept 
away ;  so  is  M.  de  la  Vauguyon.  The  latter  was  so 
short  a  time  a  member  of  the  obnoxious  administration, 
that  probably  he  might  not  be  touched  were  be  here. 
Seven  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  and  seven  Min* 
isters,  fled  into  foreign  countries,  is  a  wonderful  event 
indeed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


128  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

FHeM  THOMAS  JBFffBHSOU  TO  JOHH  JAT.  . 

Paris,  August  12,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  19tli,  23d,  29th  of  the  last,  and 
5th  of  the  present  month.  The  last  occasions  not  having 
admitted  the  forwarding  to  you  the  public  papers,  I  avail 
myself  of  the  present,  by  a  gentleman  going  to  London, 
to  furnish  you  with  them  to  the  present  date.  It  is  the 
only  use  I  can  prudently  make  of  the  conveyance.  I 
shall,  therefore,  only  observe,  that  the  National  As- 
sembly has  been  entirely  occupied,  since  my  last,  in  de- 
veloping the  particulars  which  were  the  subjects  of  their 
resolutions  of  the  4lh  instant,  of  which  I  send  you  the 
general  heads. 

The  city  is  as  yet  not  entirely  quieted.  Every  now  and 
then  summary  execution  is  done  on  individuals,  by  indi- 
viduals; and  nobody  is  in  condition  to  ask  for  what,  and 
by  whom.  We  look  fprward  to  the  completion  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  city  militia,  as  that  which  is  to  restore 
protection  to  the  inhabitants.  The  details  from  the  coun- 
try are  as  distressing  as  I  had  apprehended  they  would 
be.  Most  of  them  are  doubtless  false,  but  many  may 
still  be  true.  Abundance  ofchdteaux  are  certainly  burnt 
and  burnipg,  and  not  a  few  lives  sacrificed.  The  worst  is 
probably  over  in  this  city ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  so  in  the  country.  Nothing  important  has  taken  place 
in  the  rest  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY   TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  June  19,  1789. 

I  have  at  length,  my  dear  Sir,  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  (though  not  officially)  that  you  have  leave  to  re- 
turn, and  that  Mr.  Short  is  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  public  affairs  during  your  absence. 

From  the  tiihe  that  your  letter  of  the  19th  November 
last  was  received,  viz.  10th  February,  to  the  time  that 
our  former  Governitient  gave  place  to  the  present  one, 
there  was  not  a  single  day  on  which  so  many  States  were 
represented  in  the  late  Congress  as  were  necessaryjto 
make  a  house. 

Directly  after  the  President  came  into  office,  I  com- 
municated to  him  your  request.  It  was  the  general 
opinion  that  the  appointments  under  the  late  Government 
expired  at  that  period,  and,  therefore,  that  the  heads  of 
the  different  departments  were  not  in  capacity  to  proceed 
without  a  new  conveyance  of  authority.  It  was  expect- 
ed that  the  different  ofi^ces  would,  without  delay,  be  estab- 
lished, and  the  business  of  them  put  in  train.  These 
circumstances  retarded  a  decision  on  yout  request. 

Although  the  departments  still  remain  in  the  same 
state,  yet  the  President,  on  the  I6th  instant,  informed 
the  Senate  that  he  had  complied  with  your  request,  and 
be  nominated  Mr.  Shorten  the  17th.  I  attended  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject,  and  yesterday  they  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion in  the  following  words,  viz : 

'•  In  Senate,  Thursday,  18th  June,  1789. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
''be  infon^ed  that  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  his 
"  appointinent  of  William  Short,  Esquire,  to  take  charge 
Vol.  IV. — ^9 
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"of  our  afiairs  at  the  Court  of  France,  during,  the  ab- 
•'sence  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  that  Court." 

For  spnie  days  past  the  President  has  been  indisposed 
with  a  headache,  attended  with  fever.  This  morning  I 
went  to  his  house  to  conamunicate  the  resolution. to  him, 
and  receive  his  orders  on  the  subject.  He  is  better,  but 
bis  physicians  thought  it  best  that,  for  thq  present,  no  ap^ 
plications  shQuliji  be  made  to.  him  on  public  affair?  of  any 
kind.  Consequently,  the  business  in  question  must  be 
postponed. 

Until  the  Office  for  Foreign  Afl&irs  is  established,  the 
papers  and  despatches  proper  on  the  occasion  cannot  be 
completejd  and  transmitted.  When  T  consider  how  long 
you  have  waited  for  the  result  of  your  application,  and 
the  sensations  which  repeated  disappointments  must  have 
oocasioned,  I  cannot  forbear  thus  informally  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  preceding  facts,  and  to  mention  to  you^  as  ■■ 
my  opinion,  that  you  may  venture  to  return ;  arid  that  the 
earliest  opportunity  will  be  taken  of  transmitting  to 
Mr.  Short  the  necessary  papers,  t  mean  to  send  you 
copies  of  this  letter  by  various  routes,  and  sincerely  wish 
that  it  may  arrive  seasonably,  and  that  I  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  pongratqlating  you  on  your  arrival  here  early 
in  the  autumn.  With  the  best  wishes,  and  my  ^sfnoere 
esteem  and  regard,  lam,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

FROM   THOMAS   JEFfEBSON   TO  JOHN   JA IT. 

.    ■  ^  .    ,,.     ,  ...  .,  Paris, August  27»  1789. 

'^■'    "Sir,   " 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  June  19th,  informing 
me  ihat  permission  is  given  me  to  make  a  short  visit  to 
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my  native  country ;  for  which  indulgence  I  beg  leave  to 
return  my  thanks  to  the  President,  and  to  yourself,  Sir, 
for  the  expedition  with  which  you  were  so  good  as  to 
forward  it,  after  it  was  obtained.  Being  advised  that 
October  is  the  best  month  of  autumn  for  a  passage  to 
America,  I  shall  wish  to  sail  about  the  first  of  that 
month  ;  and  as  I  have  a  family  with  me,  and  their  bag- 
gage is  considerable,  I  must  endeavor  to  find  a  vessel 
bound  directly  for  Virginia,  if  possible. 

My  last  letters  to  you  have  been  of  the  5th  and  12th 
instant.  Since  these,  I  received  information  from  our 
bankers  in  Holland  that  they  i;iad  money  in  hand  sufii- 
cient  to  answer  the  demands  for  the  foreign  officers,  and 
for  the  captives  ;  and  that,  moreover,  the  residue  of  the 
bonds  of  the  last  loan  were  engaged.  I,  hereupon, 
wrote  to  M.  Grand  for  an  exact  estimate  of  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  officers.  He  had  stated  it  to  me  as 
being  forty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  6fly-two  livres 
eleven  sous  six  deniers  a  year,  when  I  was  going  to 
Holland  to  propose  the  loan  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  at  thai 
sum  you  will  see  it  was  stated  in  the  estimate  we  sent 
you  from  Amsterdam.  He  now  infdrtns  me  it  was  sixty 
thousand  three  hundred"  and  piniety-three  liyfes  seven- 
teen sous  ten  deniers  a  year.  \  I. called  qn  him  for  an 
explanation.  'He  showed  me  that  his  first  information 
agreed  with  the  only  list  of  the  officers  and  sums  then  in 
his.  po^sess^on,  and  his  last  w)th  a  new  list  lately  ^ent 
from  the  Treasury  Board,  in.  which  other  officers  were  set 
dowp,  who  had  been  oQiittecf.  in  the  first.  I  wrote  to 
our  b^nlcer^  an  account  of  this  error,  and  desired  to  l^now 
whetber,  after  yeceiying  the  irioney  necessary  j^r  the 
captives,  they  weie  in  condition  to  furnish  two  hundred 
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and  ^ty-four  thousand,  livres  for  the  oflSicers.  They 
answered  me  by  sending  the  money^  and  the  additional 
sum  of  twenty-six  thousand  livres,  to  complete  the  busi- 
ness of  the  medals.  I  delivered  the  bills  to  Messrs ! 
Grand  and  Company,  to  negotiate  and  pay  away ;  and 
the  arrears  to  the  officers,  to  the  first  day  of  the  present 
year,  are  now  in  a  course  of  payment. .  While  on  this 
subject,  I  will  ask  that  an  order  may  be  forwarded  to  the 
bankers  in  Holland  to  furnish,  and  to  M .  Grand  to  pay, 
the  arrearages  which  may  be  due  on  the  1st  of  January 
next.  The  money  being  in  handy  it  would  be  a  pity 
that  we  should  fail  in  payment  a  single  day,  merely  for 
want  of  an  order.  The  bapkers  further  give  it  as  their 
opinion  that  our  credit  is  so  much  advanced  on  the  Ex- 
change of  Amsterdam,  that  we  may  probably  execute 
any  money  arrangements  w^  may  have  occasion  for  on 
this  side  the  water.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a 
copy  of  their  letter.  They  have  communicated  to ,  me 
apprehensions  that  another  house  was  endeavoring  to 
obtain  the  business  of  our  Government.  Knowing  of  no 
such  endeavors  myself,  I  have  assured  them  that  I  am  a 
stranger  to  any  applications  oq  the  subject.  At  the 
same  time,  I  cannot  but  suspect  that  this  jealousy  has 
been  one  of  the  spurs^  at  least,  to  the  prompt  completion 
of  our  loan.  The  3pirited  proceedings  of  the  new  Con- 
gress, in  the  business  of  revenue,  has  doubtless  been  the 
principal  one. 

An  engagement  has  taken  place  between  the  Russian 
and  Swedish  fleets  in  the  Baltic,  which  has  been  not  at  all 
decisive,  no  ship  having  been  lost  on  either  side.  The 
Swede3  claim  a  victory,  because  they  remained  in  tbe 
field  till  the  Russians  quitted  it.    The  latter  ejected  a 
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junction  soon  after  with  another  part  of  their  fleet ;  and 
being  now  about  ten  ships  strongest,  the  Swedes  retired 
into  port,  and  it  is  imagined  they  will  not  appear  again 
under  so  great  disparity  ;  so  that  the  campaign  by  sea  is 
supposed  to  be  finished.  Their  commerce  will  be  at  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies ;  but  they  have  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Russians  to  send  any  fleet  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean this  year. 

A  revolution  has  been  effected  very  suddenly  in  the 
bishopric  of  Liege.  Their  constitution  had  been 
changed  by  force,  by  the  reigning  sovereign,  about  one 
hundred  years  ago.  This  subject  has  been  lately  revived 
and  discussed  in  print.  The  people  were  at  length  ex- 
cited to  ai^semble  lumultuously.  They  sent  for  their 
Prince,  who  was  at  his  country  seat,  and  required  him  to 
come  to  the  town-house  to  hear  their  grievances.  Though 
in  the  night,  he  came  instantly,  and  was  obliged  to  sign 
a  restitution  of  their  ancient  constitution,  which  took  place 
on  the  spot,  and  all  became  quiet  without  a  drop  of  blood 
spilt.  This  fact  is  worthy  notice  only  as  it  shows  the 
progress  of  the  spirit  of  revolution. 

No  act  of  violence  has  taken  place  in  Paris  since  my 
last,  except  on  account  of  the  difference  between' the 
French  and  the  Swiss  guards,  which  gave  rise  to  occa- 
sional single  combats,  in  which  five  or  six  were  killed. 
The  difference  is  made  up.  Some  mbunderstandings  had 
arisen  between  the  committees  of  the  different  districts 
of  Paris,  as  to  the  form  of  the  future  municipal  govern- 
ment. These  gave  uneasiness  for  a  while,  but  have 
been  also  reconciled.  Still  there  is  such  a  leaven  of  fer- 
mentation rettiaining  in  the  body  of  the  people,  that  acts 
of  violence  are  always  possible,  add  are  quite  unpiinisha- 
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ble;  there  being,  as  yet,  no  judicature^hicb  can  venture 
to  act  in  any  case^  however  small  or  great.     The  country 
is   becoming   more   calm.     The  embarrassments  of  the 
Government,  for  want  of  money,  are  extreme.      The 
loan  of  thirty  millions,  proposed  by  M.  Necker,  has  not 
succeeded  at  all.     No  taxes  are  paid.     A  total  stoppage 
of  all  payments  to  the  creditors  of  the  State  is  possible 
every  moment.      These  form  a  great  mass  in  the  city  as 
well  as  country,  and  among  the  lower  class  of  people 
too,  who  have  been  used  to  c^rry  their  little  savings  of 
their  service  into  the  public  funds,  upon  life  rents  of  five, 
ten,  twenty  guineas  a  year,  and  many  of  whom  have  no 
other  dependance  for  daily  subsistence.     A  prodigious 
number  of  servants  are  now  also  thrown  out  of  employ 
by   domestic   reforms,  rendered   necessary   by   the  late 
events.     Add  to  this  tbe  want  of  bread,  which  is  ex- 
treme.     For  several, days  past,  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  people  have  been  without  bread  altogether ;  for, 
though  the  new  harvest  is  begun,  there  is  neither  water 
nor  wind  to  grind  the  grain.     For  some  days  past  the 
people  have  besieged  the  doors  of  ihe  bakers,  scrambled 
with  one  another  for  bread,  collected  in  squads  all  over 
the  city,  and  need  only  some  slight  incident  to  lead  them 
to,  excesses,  which  may  end  in  nobody  can  tell  what. 
The  danger  from  the  want  of  bread,  however,  which  is 
the  most  imminent,  will  certainly  lessen  in  a  few  days. 
What  turn  that  ipay  take,  which  arises  from  the  want  of 
money,  is  difficult  to  be  foreseen.      M.  Necker  is  totally 
without  influence  in  the  National   Assembly,  and,  as  I 
believe,  not  satisfied  with  this  want  of  importance.     That 
Assembly  has  just,  furnished  their  bill  of  rights.     The 
question  wijl  then  be,  whether  to  take  up  first  tl^e  con- 
^stitution,  or  the  business  of  finance. 
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No  plan  of  a  constitution  has  been  yet  given  in.  But 
I  can  state  to  you  the  outlines  of  what  the  leading  mem- 
bers have  in  contemplation.  The  executive  power  in  an 
hereditary  King,  with  power  of  dissolving  the  legislature, 
and  a  negative  in  their  laws;  his  authority  in  forming 
treaties  to  be  gi-eatly  restrained.  The  legislative  to  be  a 
single  house  of  representatives,  chosen  for  two  or  three 
years.  They  propose  a  body,  whom  they  call  a  senate, 
to  be  chosen  by  the  provincial  8(ssemblies,  as  our  federal 
Senate  is,  but  with  no  power  of  negativing  or  amending 
laws ;  they  may  only  remonstrate  on  them  to  the  repre- 
sentatives, who  will  decide  by  a  simple  majority  the 
ultimate  event  of  the  law.  This  body  will,  therefore,  be 
a  mere  council  of  revision.  It  is  proposed  that  they 
shall  be  of  a  certain  age  and  property,  and  be  for  life. 
They  may  make  them,  also,  their  court  of  impeachment. 
They  will  suppress  the  parliaments,  and  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  judicature  somewhat  like  that  of  England,  with 
trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases — perhaps  also  in  civil. 
Each  province  will  have  a  subordinate  provincial  govern- 
ment, and  the  great'  cities  a  municipal  one,  on  a  free 
-  basis.  These  are  the  ideas  and  views  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished members.  But  they  may  suffer  great  modi- 
fications from  the  Assembly  ;  and  the  longer  the  delay, 
the  greater  ^ill  be  the  modifications!  Considerable  in- 
terval *  having  taketi  place  since  any  popular  execution, 
the  aristocratic  party  is  raising  its  liead.  They  are 
strengthened  by  a  cohside'rable  dfelectbn  from  the  pa-, 
tiriots,  in  consequence  of  the  generial  suppression  df  the 
abases  of  the  4th  of  August,  in  which  many  wei*e  inter- 
ested. Anotber  faction,  too,  of  the  most  dfesperate  views, 
htis  acquired  strength  in  the  Assembly,  as  well  ds  out  of 
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iu  These  wish  to  dethrone  the  reigning  braacb,  and 
transfer  the  crown  to  the  Duke  d'Orleans.  The  mem* 
bers  of  this  faction  are  mostly  persons  of  wicked  and 
desperate  fortunes,  who  have  nothing  at  heart  but  to 
pillage  from  the  wreck  of  their  country.  The  Duke 
himself  is  as  unprincipled  as  his  followers ;  sunk  into  de- 
baucheries of  the  lowest  kind,  and  incapable  of  quitting 
them  for  business ;  not  a  fool,  yet  not  head  enough  to 
conduct  any  thing.  In  fact,  I  suppose  him  used  merely 
as  a  tool,  because  of  his  immense  wealth,  and  that  he  ac- 
quired a  certain  degree  of  popularity  by  his  fii-slt  opposi- 
tion to  the  Government,  then  credited  to  him  as  upon  vir- 
tuous motives.  He  is  certainly  borrowing  money  on  a 
large  scale.  He  is  in  undei^tt^nding  with  the  Court  of  Lon- 
douj  where  he  had  been  long  on  habits  of  intimacy.  The 
Ministry  here  are  apprehensive  that  that  Ministry  will  sup- 
port his  designs  by  war.  I  have  no  idea  of  this,  but  no 
doubt,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  will  furnish  him  mo- 
ney liberally  to  aliment  a  civil  war,  and  prevent  tthe  re- 
generation of  this  pountry. 

It  was  suggested  to  me  j  some  days  ago,  that  the  Court 
of  Yeonsailles  were  tre^^tiqg  with  that  of  London  for  a 
surrender  of  their  We^t  India  possessions,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  great  sum  of  money  to  Telieve  their  present 
distress.  Every  principle  ^  common  $ense  was  in  op- 
position to  this  fact,  yet  it  was  s6  fifflrmed  as  to  merit 
inquiry*  I  became  satisfied  the  Government  btd  never 
jMicb  an  idea,  but  th^t  the  story  was  not  without  founda- 
tion altogether ;  that  something  like  tbis  was  in  contem- 
plation between  the  faction  of  Orleans  and  the  Court  of 
London,  as  a  means  of  obtaining  i](U)]iey  from  that  Cowrt. 
In  a  cofiversatioQ  witli  the  Count  4e  Mommorio,  two 
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days  ago,  he  told  me  their  coloaies  were  speaking  a  lan- 
guage which  gave  them  uoeasidess,  and  for  which  there 
was  no  foundation*  J  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  thing  of 
what  I  bac}  just  mentioned.  He  appeared  unapprised  of 
h,  hut  to  see  at  once  that  it  would  be  a  probable  specula- 
tion between  two  parties  circumstanced  and  principled ,  us 
those  two  are.  '  I  apologized  to  him  for  the  inquiries  I  had 
made  in  this  business,  by  observing  that  it  would  be  much 
against  our  interest  that  any  onie  power  should  monopolise 
all  the  West  Indis^  islands.  ^*  ParcU  asiuremetU^"  was 
his  answer. 

The  etnandpation  of  their  islands  is  an  idea  prevaiUag 
in  the  minds  of  several  meoabers  of  the  National  Assem- 
bly, particularly  those  most  enlightened  and  most  liberal 
in  then-  views.  Such  a  step,  by  tWs  country,  would  lead 
to  other  emancipations  or  revolutions  in  the  same  quarter. 
I  enclose  you  3ome  papers,  received  from  Mr.  Carmi- 
chael,  relative  to  the  capture  of  one,  of  our  vessels  by  a 
Morocco  cruiser,  and  restitution  by  the  Emperor^  I 
shall  immediately  write  to  M.  Chiappe  to  express  a 
proper  sense  of  the  Emperor's  friendly  dispositions  to  ns. 
I  forward,  also,  the  public  papers  to  the  present  date ; 
and  have  the  ho^or  to  be,  &c.,  ^ 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOHTfiOlfAS   J6FFBRS0N   TO    JQHN  JAT. 
,  Fafi3,Septem]^]9, 1769. 

Sir,       . 
I^had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  30th  of  ^ 
tot  month.    Since  that,  I  batre  taken  the  liberty  of  coa- 
a^nuig  to  you  a  h6x  of  ciffioefs'  ntudcets,  containing 
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half  a  cbzen,  made  by' the  person  and  on  the  plan  which 
t  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  which  I  cannot  turn  to  at 
this  moment,  but  I  think  it  was  of  the  year  1795.  A 
more  particular  account  of  them  you  will  find  in  the  en- 
closed copy  df  a  Ifetter  which  I  have  written  to  General 
Knox.  The  box  is  marked  T.  J.  No.  36^  is  gone  to 
Havre,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  first  vessel 
bound  to  New  York,  by  Mr.  Nathajaiel  Cutting,  an  Arae- 
ican  gentleman  establishing  himself  there* 

Recalling  to  your  mind  the  account  I  gate  you^f  the 
number  and  size  of  ships  fitted  out  by  the  English  last 
year,  for  the  northern  whale  fishery,  and  comparing  with 
it  what  thiay  have  fitted  out  this  year  for  the  same  fisbeiy, 
the  comparison  will-  stand  thus  : 

Years.  Vessels.  Tons.  Men. 

1788.  255  75,436  10,710 

1789.  178  61,473  7,476 


Difference    77  23,963  3,234 


By  which  you  will  perceive  that  they  have  lost  a  third 
of  that  fishery  in  one  year,  which  I  think  altho^t  entirely, 
if  not  quite,  ascribable  to  the  shutting  the  French  ports 
agaitist  their  oil.  1  have  no  account  of  their  southern 
fishery  of  ihe  present  year. 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  our  bankers  had  the 
money  ready  for  the  redemption  of  our  captives,  I  went 
to  the  General  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Triiyty,  who 
retained  all  his  dispositions  to  aid  us  in  that  business. 
Ilaving  a  very  confidential  agent  at  Marseilles,  better  ac- 
cpsainted  than  himself  with  the  deuils,  he  wrote  to  hm 
for  bis  opinion  and  information  on  the  j^bjeot.    I  enetose 
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you  a  copy  of  his  answer,  the  originfll  of  which  was  com* 
xpuQicated  to  roe.  I  thereupon  have  authorized  the 
General  to  go  as  far  as  three  thousand  livres  a  head  for 
our  captives,  and,  for  this  purpose^  to  adopt  the  plaq  pro- 
posed, of  sending  pne  of  his  own  religion,  at  our  expensei 
(which  will  be  snaall,)  or  any  other  p)an  he  thibks  best. 
The  honesty  and  goodness  of  his  character  place  us  is 
safety  ia  his  bands.  To  leave  him  without  any  besita* 
tion  in  engaging  himself  for  such  a  sum  of  money,  it  was 
necessary  to  deposite  it  in  a  hapker's,  hands  here.  M. 
Grand's  wer^  agreeable  to  him^  and  I  have  therefore  de- 
sired our  banki^  at  Amsterdam  to  remit  it  here.  I  db 
pot  apprehend,  in  the  progress  of  the  presfent  revolutiony 
any  thing  like  a  general  bankruptcy^  w^iicfa  ahould  per- 
vade the  whole  class  of  bankers;  Were  such  an  event 
to  appear  imminent,  the  excessive  cau^iop  of  the  bouse 
pf  Grand  and  Company  establishes  it  in  the  general 
opinion  as  the  last  that  would  give  way,  end  consequent- 
ly would  give  time  to  withdraw  this  raopey  from  tbisic 
bands.  Mr.  ..Short  will  attend  to  this,  and  will  withdraw 
ijie  money  on  the  first  ivelUfounded  appjearance  of  dan- 
ger. He  has  asked  me  what  he  shall  do  with  it  ?  Because 
it  is  evident  that,  when  Grand  cs^[laoti^  trusted,  no  o(her 
individual  at  Paris  can ;  .and  a  general  bankruptcy  can 
only  be  tbe  effect  of  such  disiprders  aswo\i)d  render  every 
private  bouse  an  Insecure  deposite.  I  have  not  hesitated 
to  say  to  him,  in  such  an^ event,  "Pay  it  to  ihip  Govern? 
ment."  In  this  case,  it  become  only  a  i^hange  of  des- 
tination;  and  no  loss  at  all.  But  this  has  passed  between 
us  for  greater  caution  only,  and  on  the- worst  cade  sup- 
posablfe ;  for  though  a  suspension  of  payp^pt  by  Govern- 
ment might  affect  the  bankers  a  lifila^  I  doubt  if  any  of 
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them  hare  embarked  so  much  in  the  hands  of  Gov^- 
ment  as  to  endanger  failure,  and  especially  as  the/  have 
had  such  long  warning^ 

You  will  have  known  that  the  ordinance  passed  by 
M.  de  Chillon,  in  St.  Domingo,  for  opening  ports  to  onr 
importations  in  another  part  of  the  island,  was  protested 
against  by  Marbois.  He  had  always  led  the  Count  de 
la  Luzerne  by  the  nose,  while  governor  of  that  island. 
M arbois's  representations,  and  Luzerne's  prepossessions 
against  our  trade  with  their  colonies^  occasioned  him,  as 
Minister  of  that  department,  not  only  to  reverse  the  or- 
dinance, bur  to  recall  Chillon,  and  send  out  a  successor. 
Chiilon  has  arrived  here,  and,  having  rendered  himself 
very  popular  in  the  islands,  their  deputies  in  the  National 
Assembly  have  brought  the  question  before  them.  The 
Assembly  has  done  nothing  more^  as  yet,  than  to  appoint 
a  committee  df  inquiry.  So  much  of  Chillon's  ordi- 
nance as  admitted  the  importation  of  our  provisions,  is 
continued  for  a  time.  M.  de  Marbois,  too,  is  recalled ;  I 
know  not  why,  or  how.  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  conduct  will 
probably  come  under  view  only  incidentally  to  the  gen- 
eral question  urged  by  the  Colony  deputies,  whether  they 
shall  not  be  itee  in  future  to  procure  provisions  where 
they  can7)roottre  them  cheapest?  But  the  deputies  are 
disposed  to  treat  M.  de  la  Luzerne  roughly.  This,  with 
the  disgrace  of  his  brother,  the  Bishop  de  Langres,  turn- 
ed out  of  the  presidentship  of  the  National  Assembly, 
for  partiality  in  office  to  the  aristocratic  principles,  and 
the  disfavor  of  the  Assembly  towards  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
biftiself,  as  having  been  formerly  of  the  plot  (as  they  call 
it)  with  Breteuil  and  Broglie,  will  probably  occasion  him 
to  be  out  of  office  soon. 
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The  Treasury  Board  have  no  doubt  attended  to  the 
necessity  of  giving  timely  orders  for  the  payment  of  the 
February  interest  at  Amsterdam.  1  am  well  informed 
that  our  credit  is  now  the  first  at  that  Exchange,  (Eng- 
land not  borrowing  at  present.)  Our  five  per  cent, 
bonds  have  risen  to  ninety-seven  and  ninety-nine  ;  they 
have  been  heretofore  at  ninety-three.  There  are  at  this 
time  several  companies  and  individuals  here,  in  England 
and  Holland,  negotiating  to  sell  large  parcels  of  our  liqui- 
dated debt.  A  bargain  was  concluded  by  one  of  these 
the  other  day,  for  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  the 
present  state  of  our  credit,  every  dollar  6f  this  debt 
will  probably  be  transferred  to  Europe  within  a  short 
time. 

September  the  gOth. — ^The  combinatioa  of  bakers, 
and  other  mmisterial  tools,  bad  led  me  into  the  error 
(when  1  wrote  my  last  letter)  into  which  they  had  led 
most  people,  that  the  \om  lately  opened  here  went  on 
well.     The  truth  is,  that  very  little  has  been  borrowed ; 
perhaps  no^  more  than  six  or  eight  millions.     The  King 
and  his  Ministers  were  yesterday  to  carry  their  plate  to 
the  mint.     The  ladies  are  giving  up  their  jewels  to  the 
National  Assembly.    A  contribution  of  plate  in  the  time 
of  Louis  XV  is  said  to  have  carried  f^bout  eight  millions 
to  the  treasury.    Plate  is  much  more  common  npw,  and 
therefore,  if  the  example  prevail  now  in  the  same  de- 
gree it  did  then,  it  will  produCje  more.    The  contribu- 
tion of  jewels  will  hardly  be  general,  and  will  be  unpro- 
ductive.   M.  Necker  is,  on  the  25th,  to  go  to  the  Assemr 
bly  to  make  socne  propc^itipn.    Th^  hundredth  penny  is 
talked  of. 
The  Assembly  proceeds  slowly  in  the  forming  thei^ 
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coDstitution.  The  original  vice  of  their  numbers  causes 
this,  as  well  as  a  tumultuous  manner  of  dobg  business. 
They  have  voted  that  the  elections  of  the  legislature 
shall  be  biennial;  that  it  shall  be  a  single  body;  but  they 
have  not  yet  decided  what  shall  be  its  number,  or  whether 
they  shall  be  all  in  one  room,  or  in  two,  (which  they  call 
a  division  into  sections.)  They  have  determined  that 
the  Kin^  shall  hav6  a  nispensive  and  iterative  veto;  that 
is,  that,  after  negativing  a  law,  it  cannot  be  presented 
again  till  after  a  new  election.  If  be  negatives  it  then, 
it  cannot  be  presented  a  third  time  till  after  another  new 
election.  If  it  be  then  presented,  he  is  obliged  to  pass 
it.  This  is  perhaps  justly  considered  as  a  more  useful 
negative  than  an  absolute  one,  which  a  King  would  be 
afraid  to  use.  M.  Necker's  influence  with  the  Assembly 
is  nothing  at  all.  Having  written  to  them,  by  order  of 
the  King,  on  the  subject  of  the  veto,  before  it  was  die- 
cided,  they  refused  to  let  his  letter  be  read.  Again, 
lately,  when  they  desired  the  sanction  of  the  King  to 
their  proceedings  of  the  4th  of  August,  he  wrote,  in  the 
King's  name,  a  letter  to  them,  remonstrating  against  an 
immediate  sanction  of  (he  whole;  but  they  persisted, 
and  the  sanction  w^s  given.  His  disgust  at  this  want  of 
inftuence,  together  with  the  great  difficulties  of  his  situa- 
tion, make  h  believed  that  he  is  desirous  of  resigning, 
"the  public  stocks  were  extremely'  low  the  day  before 
yesterday.  The  caisse  d^esconvpte^  at  three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty,  and  the  loan  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  liiilllcins^  of  1784,  was  at  fifteen  per  cent, 
loss-  Yesterday  they  rose  a  little.  iThe  sloth  of  the 
A$seinbly  (unavoidable  from  their  number)  has  done  the 
most  senMbte  injui'y  to  the  publid  cause.     The  pa- 
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tieace  of  a  people,  who  have  less  of  that  quality  than 
aqy  other  nation  in  the  world,  is  worn  threadbare. 
Time  has  been  given  to  the  aristocrats  to  recover  from 
their  panic,  to  cabal,  to  sow  dissensions  in  the  Assembly, 
and  distrust  out  of  it.  It  has  been  a -misfortune  that  the 
King  and  aristocracy  together  have  not  been  able  u> 
make  a  sufficient  resistance,  to  hoop  the  patriots  in  a 
compact  body.  Having  no  common  enemy  of  such  force 
as  to  render  their  union  necessary,  they  have  suffered 
themselves  to  divide.  -  The  Assembly  now  consists  of  four 
distinct  parties  :  1.  The  aristocrats,  comprehending  the 
higher  mepibers  of  the  clergy,  military,  nobility,  and  the 
parliaments  of  the  whole  kingdom.  This  forms  a  head 
without  a  body.  2.  The  moderate  royalists,  who  wish 
for  a  constitution  nearly  similar  to  that  of  England.  3. 
The  republicans,  who  are  willing  to  let  their  first  magis- 
tracy be  hereditary,  but  to  make  it  very  subordinate  to 
the  legislature>  and  to  have  that,  legislature  consist  of  a 
single  chamber.  4.  The  faction  of  Orleans.  The  second 
and  third  descriptions  are  composed  of  honest,  well 
meaning  men,  difTering^  in  opinion  only,  but  both  wishing 
tlie  establishment  of  as  great  a  degree  of  liberty  as  can 
be  preserved.  They  are  considered,  together,  as  consti- 
tuting the  patriotic  part  of  the  Assembly,  and  they  are 
supported  by  the  soldiery  of  the  army,  the  soldiery  of 
the  clergy,  (that  is  to  say,  the  cur^s  and  motiks,)  the  dis- 
senters, a  part  of  the  nobility,  which  is  small,  and  the 
substantial  bourgeois  of  the  whole  na^n.  The  part 
of  these  collected  in  the  cities  have  formed  themselves 
into  municipal  bodies,  have  chosen  municipal  represen- 
tatives, and  have  organized  an  armed  corps,  considerably 
more  numerous  in  the  whde  than  the  regular  army. 


144  THOMAS  JEPFERSCW—JOHN  JA^ 

Tbey  have^  also,  the  Ministry,  such  as  it  is ;  and,  as  yet, 
the  King.  Were  the  second  and  third  parties,  or  rather 
these  sections  of  the  same  party,  to  separate  entirely, 
this  great  mass  of  power  and  wealth  would  be  split,  no- 
body knows  how.  But  I  do  not  think  they  will  separate, 
because  they  have  the  mtme  honest  views  ;  because,  each 
being  confident  of  the  rectitude  of  the  other,  there  is  no 
rancor  between  them ;  because  they  retain  the  desire  of 
coalescing.  In  order  to  effect  this,  they  not  long  ago 
proposed  a  conference,  and  desrred  it  might  be  at  my 
house,  which  gave'  me  an  Opportunity  of  judging  of  their 
views.  They  discussed  together  their  points  of  differ- 
ence for  six  hours,  and  in  the  course  of  discussion  agreed 
on  mutual  sacrifices^.  The  effect  of  this  agreement  has 
been  considerably  defeaited  by  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings of  the  Assembly,  but  I  xlo  not  know  that  it  has  been 
through  any  infidelity  of  the  leaders  to  the  compromise 
they  had  agreed  on.  Another  powerful  bond  of  union 
between  these  two  parties  is  our  friend  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette.  He  left  the  Assembly  ^ile  they  as  yet 
formed  but  one  party.  His  attachment  to  both  is  equal, 
and  he  labors  incessantly  to  keep  them  together.  Should 
he  be  obliged  to  take  part  against  either,  it  wiH  be  against 
that  which  shall  first  pass  the  Rubicon  of  conciliation 
With  the  other.  I  should  hope,  in  this  event,  that  his 
weight  would  be  sufficient  to  turn  the  scale  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  other.  His  command  of  the  armed  militia 
of  Paris,  (thirty  thousand  in  number,  and  cbmiprehending 
the  French  guards,  who  are  five  thousand  regulars^)  and 
his  influence  with  the  municipality,  would  secure  their 
city.  And  though  the  armed  militia  and  municipalities 
of  the  other  cities  are  in^^  nowise  subordinate  to  those  of 
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Pdris,  yet  they  Ibok  up  to  them  with  respect,  and  look 
particularly  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  as  leading 
always  to  the  fights  of  the  people.  This  turn  of  things 
is  sd  probable,  that  I  do  not  think  either  section  of  the 
patriots  will  venture  on  any  act  which  will  place  them- 
sefves  in  oppoistfion  to  him. 

This  being  the  face  of  things,  troubled  as  you  will  per- 
cetre,  civil  wair  is  much  talked  of  and  expected ;  and  this 
talk  and  eipectailon  have  a  tendency  to  beget  it.  What 
are  tbe  events  which  may  produce  it?  1.  The  want  of 
bre^dyVfete  it' to  produce  a  commencement  of  disorder, 
nright  ally  itself  to  more  permanent  causes  of  discontent, 
and  thus  continue  the  eflfect  beyond  its  first  caus^.  The 
scarcity  of  bread,  which  continues  very  great  amidst  a 
plenty  of  corn,  is  an  enigma  which  can  be  solved  only 
by  observing  that  the  furnishing  the  city  is  in  the  new 
municipality,  not  yet  masters  of  their  trade.  2.  A  pub- 
lie  bankruptcy.  Great  numbers  of  the  l6Wer,  as  well  as 
the  higher,  classes  of  the  cit?2ens,  depend  for  subsistence 
on  their  prbperty  in  the  public  funds.  3.  The  abscortd- 
ing  of  the  King  from  Versailles.  This  has  for  some 
limef  beefi  apprehended  as  possible.  In  consequence  of 
tl^  apprehetisfen,  a  person,  whose  information  would 
htiVe  weighty  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  conjuring 
him  tO;  prevent  it  by  every  possible  means,  and  assuring 
him  th^t  the  flight  of  the  Kinfg'woQM  be  the  signal  of  a 
St.  flarthelemi  against  the  aristocrats  in  Paris,  and  per- 
haps through  the  kitigdom.  M.- de  Montmorin  showed 
tbei^tert6*tK#Qiieen',  who  assured  him  solemnly  that 
nabd^te  ttfihg  was  in  contemplation.  His  showing  it  to 
the  Quee^,  proV^' he  entertaine^d  the  same'  mistrust  mih 
the  f^iblib;  -  Ri  iriay '  be^asKed,  what  is  the  '(^uecn  dis^ 
pdsdl  te  io^^  thfj  pfesent  situation  of  things  ?  What-  ' 
Vol*  IV.— 10 
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ever  rage,  pride,  and  fear  can  dictate  ip  a  breast  wbkb 
never  knew,  the  presence  of  one  moral  restraint. 

Upon  the.  whole,  I  do  not  see  it  as  yet  prpbable  that  ^ 
any  actual  commotion  will  take  place  i  and  if  it  does  ■ 
take  place>  I  bave  strong  confidence  that  the  patriotic 
party  will  hold  together,  and  their  party  in  the  nation  be 
what  I  have  described  it.  In  this  case,  there  would  be 
againsi  them  the  aristocracy  and  the  faction  of  Orleans. 
This  consists,  at  this  time,  of  only  the  Catilines  of  the 
Assembly,  and  some  of  the  lowest  descriptions  of  the 
mob.  Its  force,  within  the  kingdomy  must  depend  on 
how  much  of  this  last  kind  of  people  it  can  debauch 
with  money  from  its  present  bias  to  the  right  cause. 
This  bias  b  as  strong  as  any  one  can  be,  in  a  class 
which  must  accept  its  bread  from  him  who  will  give  it. 
Its  resources  out  of  the  Jcingdomstte  not  known.  With- 
out doubt,  England  will  give  money  to  produce  and 
feed  the  fire  which  should  consume  this  country  ;  but  it 
is  not  probable  she  will  engage  in  open  war  for  that.  If 
foreign  troops  should  be  fumbh^d,  it  wpuld  be  most  prp^ 
bab]y  by  the  King  d*  Prussia,  who  seems  to  ofi[er  lunoij^elf 
as  the  bull-dog  of  tyranny  to  all  his  neighbors.  He 
might,  too,  be  disturbed  by  the  cont^^on  of  the  san^ 
principles  gaining  bis  own  subjects,  as  tbey  have  done 
those  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  Ltfege,  Colpgne,  and 
Hesse-Cassel.  The  army  of  the  lattjer  Prince,  joining 
with  bis  subjects,  are  said  to  have  possessed  tbemsel?es 
of  the  treasures  he  had  anmssed.by  hiipjng  troops: tp  con- 
quer us,  and  by  other  miquities..  Fifty*four  millions  of 
livres  is  the  sum  nientioned.  But  all  these  means^  e^ter*- , 
nal  and  internal,  must  |)rove  inadequate  to  tbeir  ultima tf^ 
object,  if  the  nation  be  qnited  as  it  is  at  pnesent.  £x*> 
pectingy  within  a  few  days^  to  leave  Paris^  aj^d  ^hat  ibb 


DIPljOMATiC  CORRESPONDBNCE.  141 

is  my  last  iet^r  od  public  subjects,  I  have  indoiged  rojr- 
self  ta  gtTiQg  ydu-a  general  riew  of  things,  as  they  appear 
to  me  at  the  time  of  ray  leavii^  them.  Mr*  Short  will  have 
the  honor  of  contiouing  die  nariatioti,atid  of  conrectiDg  it, 
where  circumstances  unknown  or  unforeseen  may  ghre  a 
difenent  torn  to  events. 

-       I  have  the. honor  to  be,  bc«, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFtRSON   TO  JOHN  JAF. 

•  Havre,  S^tembor  30»  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 
No  convenient  ship  hai^  offered  from  any  port  of 
France,  I  have  engaged  one  fiom  London  to  take  n^  up 
at  Cowes,.and  am  so  far  on  my  way  tUBier.  She  will 
land  me  at  Norfolk.;  and, as  I  do. not  know  any  service 
that  would  be  rendered  by  my  repairing  immediately  to 
New  Yodc,  I  propose,  io  order  to  eeonomize  time,  to  go 
directly  to  my  own  house,  get  throng  the  business  which 
calls  me  there,  and  then  repair  to  New  York,  where  I 
shall  be  ready  to  TO'^mbark  for  Europe..  But  shoakl 
there  be  any  occasieo  for  Government  to  receive  aay  in- 
formation I  eaa  give  iimpediately  ob  my  tmval^  I  wilt 
go  to  New  York  on  receiving  your  orders  at  fiicfamond. 
They  may  probaibly  be  tben^  before  me,  a^  this  goes  by 
Mr.  Trumbull,  bound  directly  for  New  Toric.  I  eftdoee 
you  bere\ii^tth  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Assenibly 
on  Saturday  last,  n^uMc^ein  you  will  pdroeive  thai  the  com* 
mittee  had  approved  the  jpj^n  ofJd.  Nedoer.  L  can  add,, 
from  other  sure  ^informauoo  received  here,  that  tiMi  As- 
semUy  adefited  it  tbe,  samt  eveaing^    Tbia  pkm  may  . 
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possibly  keep  their  pay^nents  alire  till  their  newiQavem^ 
ment  gets  into  mcdon ;  ihoogh  I  do  not  think  it  very  . 
certain.  The  public,  stocks  lowered  so  exceedingly  the 
last  days  of  my  stay  at  Paris,  that  I  wrote  ta  our  bankeirs^ 
at  Amsterdam  to  desire  they^  would  retain,  till  further  or^ 
ders,  the  thirty  thousand  guilders,  or^o  much  of  it  as  had 
not  yet  come  on.  And  as  to  what  might  be  already  com- 
ing on,  I  recommended  ta  Mr.  Short  to  go  and  take  the 
acceptance  himself^,  and  keep  the  bill  in  his  own  hands 
till  the  time  of  payment.  He  will  by  that  time  see  what 
is  best  to  be  done  with  the  money. 

In. taking  leave  of  Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  I  asked 
him  whether  their  West  India  ports  would  continue  open 
to  ts  a  while.     He  said  they  would  be  immediately  de- 
clared open  tiU  February,  ^nd  we  tiiay  be  sure  they  will' 
be  "so  tillthe  next  harvest.     He  agreed  with  ine,  that  .^ 
there  would  be .  two  or  three  ittonthfe'rpuoVision  for  the 
whole  kingdom  wanting  for  the  ensuing  year.     The  con-« 
sumption,  of  bread  for  the  whole  kingdom  is  two  inilliotis 
of  livres  tournois  a   day.      The  people    pay^the  real 
pMe  of  their  bread  every  where,  except  at  Piiris  and 
VersaUles.     There  the  price  is  sufl^ed  to  .vary  very 
little  as  10  them,  and  Government  pays  the  dj^rence. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  this  difiereince,  for  somid  time 
past,  has  cost  a  million  a  week.     I  thought  the  occasion 
favorable  to  propt^o  to  Monsieur  de  Montmorin  the  free ' 
admissitxi  of  our  saked  provisions,  observing  to  hkn,  par- 
ticularly, that  our  salted  beef  from  the.  Eastern  Staiesr   . 
could  be  ddak  6ot  to  ibe  people  of  Paite  {br  fife  or  six . 
S0U6  tliefpoimd,.w4wcfcis.biit  half  t^e  common  price  they 
pay^lbr  fiifeh  bfeef;  that  the  Purisjan,  paying  less  for  his    ■ 
roeat^rtiigbti  pay  more  Cn*  hb  bread,  and  to  relieve  Gbt^ 
ernment  from  its  enormous  loss  on  that  article.     His 
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idea  of  th'is  resource  seemed  unfavorable.  We  talked 
oter  the  objections  of  the  supposed  unfaealtbiness  of  that 
food ;  its  tendency  to  produce  scurvy,  the  chance  of  its 
Caking  with  a  people  habituated  to  fresh  meat,  their  com- 
parative qualities  of  rendering  vegetables  eatable,  and 
the  interests  of  the  gabeUes.  He  concluded  with  saying, 
the  experiment  might  be  tried;  and  with  desiring  roe  to 
speak  with  Mr.  Necker.  I  went  to  Mr.  Necker,  but  he 
had  gone  to  the  National  Assembly.  On  my  return  to 
Paris,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject,  going 
over  the  objections  which  Monsieur  de  Montmorin  had 
started.  Mr.  Short  was  to  carry  the  letter  himself,  and 
to  pursue  the  subject. 

Having  observed  that  our  commerce  to  Havre  is  con- 
siderably  on  the  increase,  and  that  most  of  our  vessels 
coming  there,  and  especially  those  from  the  eastward, 
are  obliged  to  make  a  voyage  round  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Loire  and  Garonne,  for  salt — a  voyage  attended  wiih 
expense,  delay,  and  more  risk« — I  have  obtained  from  the 
Farmers  General  that  they  shall  be  supplied  from  their 
magazines  at  Honfleur,  opposite  to  Havre,  at  a  mercan- 
tile price.  They  fix  it  at  present  at  sixty  livres  the 
muidy  which  comes  to  about  fifteen  sous,  or  seven  and  a 
half  pence  sterling  our  bushel ;  but  it  will  vary  as  the 
price  varies  at  the  place  from  which  they  bring  it.  As 
this  will  be  a  great  relief  to  such  of  our  vessels  coming 
to  Havre  as  might  wish  to  take  back  salt,  it  may  per- 
haps be  proper  to  notify  it  to  our  merchants.  I  enclose 
you,  herewith,  Mr.  Necker's  discourse  to  the  Assembly, 
which  was  not  printed  till  I  left  Paris  ;  and  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


JOHN  ADAMS, 

ONE    OF    THE    COMMISSIONEHS    FQR    THE   TORIIATION    OF 
TREATIES   OF  AMITT  AND  COMMBRCK,  AND  MIN- 
ISTER  PLENIPOTENTIARY   TO  ENGLAND; 

WITH 

THE  ANSWERS  OF  JOHN  JAY, 

SECRETARY   FOR    FOREIGN    AFFAIRS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  MINISTER  PLENIFOTENTIART,  TO  HIS 
El^lXLENCT  TRB  PRESIDKNT  OF  CONGRESS. 

London,  November  9,  1783. 
Sir, 
About  the  14th  of  September  I  wi»  seized  at  Paris 
with  a  fever,  which  proved  to  be  a  dangerous  one,  and 
broaght  me  very  low,  so  that  I  was  unable  to  aueod  to 
any  busiuess  for  some  time;  On  the  90th  of  October,  in 
pursuance  of  the  advice  of  my  friends:,  I  set  out  from 
Auteuil)  a  village  in  the  neighborhood  df  Passy,  for 
London ;  which  city  I  reached,  by  slow  journeys,  the 
96th.  I  found  my  strength  increase  as  I  advanced,  and 
my  health  is  so  much  improved  that  I  am  persuaded  the 
last  sickness  has  been  of  service  to  me,  having  never 
enjoyed,  since  my  great  sickness  at  Amsterdam,  so  good 
health  as  at  present.  Mr.  Jay  had  set  off  for  London 
about  ten  days  before  me,  and,  since  my  arrival,  we  have 
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been  much  together,  and  have  found  every  thing  agreea^ 
ble,  notwithstanding  the  innumerable  and  incessant  lies  and 
nonsense  of  the  newspapers. 

As  I  came  here  in  a  private  capacity  altogether,  I  have 
not  visited  any  one  of  the  Ministers,  nor  any  one  of  the 
foreign  Ambassadors ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  upon 
the  whole,  that  I  shall  not,  (unless  we  should  receive  the 
commission  to  treat  of  commerce,  which  Congress  resolved 
on,  the  first  of  last  May,)  while  1  stay  here. 

The  whig  part  of  the  present  administration  are  much 
embarrassed  with  the  tory  part  and  their  refugees ;  so  that 
the  spirit  of  the  present  administration,  I  mu/U  in  duty  say, 
13  not  so  friendly  to  the  United  States  as  it  <>ught  to  be. 
For  want  of  powers,  however,  we  can  reduce  nothing  to  a 
certainty.  We  expect  every  day  to  receive  our  commis- 
sion and  instruction?, 

Mr.  Hartley  thinks  himself  empowered  to  finish  the  bu- 
siness with  us,  by  his  former  commissfon.  The  Ministry 
ar^  of  the  same  opinion,  and  it  is  no  doubt  true  ;  so  that  as 
soon  as  our  commission  and  instructions  arrive,  are  shall 
enjer  upon  the  conferences.  But  whether  we  shall  go  to 
Paris,  or  Doctor  Franklin  will  come  here,  at  preseiH  I 
know  not.  The  negotiation,  I  am  persuaded,  would  suc- 
ceed better  here  than  at  Paris.      - 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMQ. 
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FROM    JOHN    ADAMS    TO    THE    PRESIl>ENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

London,  Nov.  18,  1763. 
Sir, 

If  aaj  one  should  ask  me  wbat  is  the  ^stem  of  the 
present  admtnistraticH),  I  should  answer,  ^Uokeep  their 
plaoes."  Every  thing  they  say^  or  do,  appears  evidently 
calculated  to  that  end.;  and  do  idea  of  public  good,  no 
national  olgect,  i»  sufficteiit  tb  interfere  mih  it. 

In  order  to  drive  out  Shelbume,  they  condemned  his 
peace,  which  all  the. whig. part  of  itbem  would  have  been 
very  ^ad  to  have  made^  and  have  gidried  in  the  advan- 
tages of  it*  In  order  to  avail  tfa^nselverof  the  old  habits 
and  prejudices  of  the  mition,  they  now  pretend  to  cherish 
the  principles  of  the  navigation  act,  and  the  King  has 
been  advised  to  reconotmend  this  in  his  speech,  and  the 
Lords  have  commended  it  in  very  i^rrong  terms. 

The  coalition  appears  to  stand  on  very  strong  groum^; 
the  Lends  and  great  Coihmoners,  who  compose  it,  count 
a  great  majority  of  ■  ^  >  members  of  the  House  •  of 
Commons,  who  are  returned  by  themselves,  ev^ry  one 
of  whom  is  a  dead  vote.  They  are  endeavoring  to 
engage  the  Bedford  interest  with  them,  in  order  to 
stnengtl^n  themselves  still  more,  by  persuading  Thurlow 
to  be  again  Chancellor;  and  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  personal 
popularity  and  family  weight  with  the  natioo  is  very  de 
sirkble  for  thenp,  is  tempted  with  the  place  of  Chancellor 
of.tl^  Exdiequer,  wbicb  Lord  John  Cavendish,  from 
mere  aversion  to  business,  wishes  to.  resign.  . 
'  While  they  are  using  such  means  to  augment  their 
st^r€fflgth,  they  are  manifestly  intimidated  at  the  sight  of 
tho^e  great  national  objects  wlxicb .  they  know  not  how 
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to  manage.  Ireland  is  still  in  a  state  of  fermentatiOD, 
throwing  off  the  admiralty,  post  office,  and  every  other 
relic  of  British  parliamentary  authority,  and  contending 
for  a  free  importation  of  their  woollen  manuiactures  into 
Portugal,  for  the  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  m  as 
ample  manner  as  the  English  enjoy  these  blessings.  The 
Irish  volunteers  are  also  contending  for  a  parliaaientary 
reform,  and  a  more  equal  representation  in  their  House 
of  Commons^  and  are  assembling,  by  their  delegates,  in 
a  congress  at  Dublin,  to  accomplish  it*  This  rivalry  of 
Ireland  is  terrible  to.  the  Ministry ;  they  are  supposed  to 
he  at  work  to  sow  jealousies  and '  divisions  between  the 
Protestants  and  Catholics  in  Irdand. 

The  East  Indies  exhibit  another  sceae  which  will,  be 
formidable  to  the  Ministers.  Here  centre  the  hopes  of 
England,  and  it  is  certain  that  no  system  can  be  pursoed 
which  will  give  universal  satisfisK^bn.  Some  require  the 
Government  to  take  that  whole  country  into  their  omn 
hands ;  others  demand  aids  in  cash,  and  troops  to  the 
company*  Opposition  will  be  first  formed  probaidy  upon 
India  affiiirs. 

Public  credit  is  the  greatest  object  of  all.  The  neces- 
sary annual  expense,  comprehending  the  interest  of  the 
whole  national  debt,  funded  and  unfimctod,  and  the  peace 
establishment,  will  amount  to  near  seventeen  millions. 
The  annual  receipts  of  taxes  have  never  yet  anxMinted  to 
thirteen  millions.  Here  will  be  a  deficiency,  then,  of  near 
four  millions  a  year,  which  will  reader  an  anaoal  loan  ne* 
cessary,  until  the  debt  will  be  so  increased,  and  the  stock 
so  sunk,  that  no  man  wilt  lend  his  money.  The,  judi- 
cmus  call  upon  Ministers  for  a  remedy,  and  will  embar* 


DIPLOMAHC    CX>ltREaPONDENCE.  1S5 

rass  with  their  reproactes;  but  the  stock-jobbers  are 
more  mimeroiis  than  the  judiciousi  and  more  noisy. 
These  li?e  upoa  lodns ;  and  as  hog  as  Blioisters  horfow 
twelve  millions  a  year,  and  employ  the  siook-jobbers  to 
raise  it,  bowoFer  certainly  the  measure  tends  to  ruin, 
their- clamois  will  be  for  Mibisters.^  An  enormous  loan 
IS  the  most  popular  thing  a  statesman  can  utid^ake ;  so 
certain  is  the  bankruptcy  of  this  country.  Opposition  will 
declaim  upon  this  topic,  but  will  make  no  impression. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  another  ol]jeat  of 
debate.  If  an  opposition  shall  he  (brmed  and  concert- 
.  0d,  J  presl^me  that  one  fundamental  of  it  will  be  d  liberal 
conduct  towards  u^.  They  wHl  be  very  profuse. in  pro- 
lessions  of  respect,  and  esteem,  and  affection  for  us ;  will 
pretend  to  wish  ibr ,  measures  which  may  throw  a  veil 
.  over  the  past,  and  restore,,  as  much  as  possible,  the  an- 
cient good-will.  .  They  will  be  advocates  ibr  seme  fi-ee- 
4[om  of  communication  with  the  West  Indiesi  and  for  our 
having  an  equitable  share  of  that  carrying  trade,  &c; 

The  administration,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  eoofideitt, 
wi{],  with  great  difficulty,  be  persuaded  to  abaudon  the 
mean  contemptible  policy  which  their  proclamations 
exhibit. 

,  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  only  suitable  place  for  us 
to  negotiate  the  treaty  in,  ia  Lohdon.  Here,  with  the 
most^  perfect  ppliteness  to  the  Btinistry,  we  may  keep 
them  in  awe.  A  visit  to  a  distin^i^ed  member  of  the 
oppositic»i,  even  if  nothing  should  be  said  at  it,  would 
have  more  weight  with  Ministefs  than  all  our  arguments. 
Mr.  Jay  is,  I  believe,  of  the  same  opinion.  But  we  ahall 
not  conduct  the  negotiation  here,  unless  Poctor  Franklin 
sbouhi  come  over*    Indeed,  if  Congress  should  join  us 
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10  a  comnoissbn  to  treat  with  other  powers,  in  my  opin« 
ion,  we  might  conduct  the  business  better  here  than  in 
Paris.  I  shall,  however,  cheerfully  conform  to  the  sen- 
timents of  my  coUeagXies. 

The  delay  of  the  commis3ion  is  to  me  a  great  embar- 
rassment; I  know  not  whether  to  stay  her^,  return  to 
Paris,  or  the  Hague;  I  hope  every  moment  to  receive 
advices  from  Congrefss,  which  will  resolve  me. 

I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hartley,  with 
the  compliments  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  that  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  me,  proposing  tlie  hoUr  of  eleven  to-day  ;  whicli  I 
agfeed  to.  Mr.  Jay  saw  him  one  day  this  week*  Mr. 
Jay  made  him  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  visit  oti  bis 
'first  arrival;  they  were  tioi  at  home.  But  he  never 
heard  from  them  utitil  my  arrival^  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
after.  Informed  of  this,  1  concluded  not  to  vbit  them,  and 
did  not;  but  after  a  very  long  tinie,  and  indeed  after  Mr. 
Hartley's  return  from  Bath,  messages  have  been  sent  to 
Mr.  Jay  a«id me  that  Mr.  Fox  would  be  glad  to  se^  us. 
It'is  merely  for  form,  and  to  prevent  a  cry  against  him  in 
Pariiament  for  not  having  seen  us ;  for  not  one  word  was 
said  to  Mr.  Jay  of  public  affairs,  nor  will  a  word  be  said 
to  me. 

The  real  friendship  of  America  seems  to  me  the  only 
thing  which  can  redeem  this  country  from  total  destruc- 
tion ;  there  are  a  few  who  think  fio  here,  and  but  a  few; 
and  the  present  Ministers  are  not  among  ihem;  or  at 
least,  if  they  are  of  this  Opinion,  titey  Conceal  it,  and  be- 
have as  if  the/  thought  America  of  small  importance. 
The  consequence  will  be,  that  little  jealousies  and  rivalries 
and  resentments  will  be  indulged,  which  will  do  essential 
injory  to  this  country  >as  they  happen,  and  they  wilt  end 
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in  aaother  war,  is  which  wUl  be  tera  from  this  isiaod  al| 
her  possessions  in  Canada,  No^a  Scotia,  and  the  Ea^ 
and  West  Indies. 

With  great  respect^  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Extract  from  (he  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs^ 
JanuahfSl,  1785. 

^^  On  n^otion  of  Mi^.  R.  R.  Livingston,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pipclmey.  .   i 

JHe^hed^  That  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  be  appoints 
ed  to';repres<9nt  the  Unhed  States  of  America  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,;  and  thattli^  Seorotary  for  For- 
eign Affairs  report  instructions  (brsuoh  Mioiister*". . 

February  18,  1185. 

^[  Jtesolved,  That  no  future  eommission  of  a  Mhiister, 
either  generally  or  specially,  to  any  foreign  Court,  .Charge 
d' Affaires,  or  Secretary  to  any  foreign  Legation,  shall  con* 
timie  in  force  for  more  than  three  years  j  the  time  froin 
which  it  is  to  commence  to  be  fixed  in  the  commission.; 
at  the  expiration  of  wliioh  period,  unless,  reappointed, 
such  Minister  or  Secretary  shall  ^ease  to  exercise  suoh 
offioe  :  proTided,  always,  that  such  Minister  or  Secretary 
shall  he  totnidered  as  at  all  dmes  subject  to  ihe  recall  of 
Con^ess^  Within  the  term  limited.^ 

,         February  24,  1785.       . 

/* Congress  proceeded. to/ the  eloottcitt  of  a  MinJatW 
Plenipotentiary  to  represent  the  UdiUhI  gc^tdf  irf  Altte- 
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rioa  at  ibe  Court  of  Great  Britatti ;  and  tbo  ballots  bemg 
taken, 

The  honorable  John  Adaifns  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nomioaled  by  Mr.  Howell." 


Report  of  instructions  for  the,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  London. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affaire,     ? 
Febraaiy  5,  1785.3 

You  will,  in  a  respectful  but  firm  manner,  insist  that 
the  United  States  be  put,  without  further  delay,  in 
possession  of  ell  the  posts  and  territories  within  their 
limits,  which  are  now  held  again^  them  by  British  gar- 
risons; and  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
transmitting  the  answer  ypu  may  receive  to  this  requisi- 
tion. 

You  will  sound  the  disposition  of  the  British  cabinet 
to  join  with  the  United  .States  in  proper  pacific  measures 
for  inducing  Spain  to  cease  opposing  the  fiee  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi ;  and,  to  that  end,  a  display  of  the  com* 
mercial  advantages  .whicb  would  flow  to  them  through 
that  channel,  would  probably  prove  a  powerful  induce- 
ment. You  will  remonstrate  against  the  infiraction  of  the 
treatjT  of.  peace,  by  the  expbrtatbn  of  slaved  and  other 
American  property,  contrary  to  the  stipulations  on  that 

subject  in  the  article  of  it.     Upon  this  head  you 

will  be  supplied  with  various  authentic  papei^  and  docu- 
ments, particularly  the  correspondence  between  General 
WaaUngton  and  others  on  the  one  part,  and  Siv  Oily 
Carloton  tm  tbo  other.  ' 
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You  will  represent  to  the  British  Ministry  the  strong 
and  necessary  tendency  of*  their  restrictions  on  our  trad«  • 
to  ineapteitate  our  merchants  in  a  certain  degree  to  make 
remittaQces  to  tiem.  You  wilt  so  mimge  your  confer- 
ences with  the  Minister,  on  the  subject  of  commerce,  as 
to  discover  whether  be  b  inclined  to  a  commercial  treaty 
with  us,  and  on  what  terms ;  taking  care  not  to  enter  into 
any  engagements  without  the  previous-  approbati<)n  of 
Congress.  You  will  represent  in  strong  terms  the  losses 
which  many  of  our  and  also  of  their  merchants  will 
sustain,  if  the  former  be  unseasonably  and  immediately 
pressed  for  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  before  the 
war,  and  (if  compliance  should  appear  probable)  you 
win  solicit  the  interposition  and  influence  of  Government 
to  prevent  it.  On  this  stibject  you  will  be  furnished 
with  paf>ers  in  which  it  is  amply  discussed.- 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report  of  Secretary  Jay^^ase  of  Bhir  McGenachan. 

0£ce  for  Foreign  Affairs,        ? 
February  10,  HS^k^ 

The  Secretary  of  tbe  United  States  for  the  Department 

of  vForeign  Affairs,  to  whom,  on  the  7th  instant,  was 

referred  a  letter  from  Blair  McClenachan,  daled  at 

London,  the  l^h  October,  1784»  reports  thereu}M>n 

as  bis  opinion, 

Th^t  tb$  cause  of  tbe  actioo  at  law  commenced  against 

Mr.  McClen^chMi  ia  the  Coun  c^  King's  Btneh  in  £n^ 

land  by  J.  Brag  is  (itt  stated  in  bk  letler),  unqiiestiona* 
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h\y  ill-founded,  oot  beiog  warranted  by  the  laws  of  wtr, 
nor  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  peace  between  that 
country  and  this*  ,  But  as^K)  judgment  has  as  yet^been 
rendered  in  that  action  against  the  defendanty  and  prcdm- 
bly  vD^ver  will  be,  the  commeDcement  of  it  is  at  present 
to  be  considered  as  one  of  those  inconveniences  to  which 
every  man  in  every  country  is  constantly  and  unavoida- 
bly exposed.  It  not  being  in  the  power  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  any  map  from  bringing  suits,  wbiqh,  on 
trial,  may  appear  absurd  or  vexatious,  all  that  they  can 
do  is  to  give  judgment  against  the  plaintiff,  and  leave  the 
defendant  to  the  legal,  remedies  prescribed  for  those  who 
may  be  thus  unreasonably  and  causelessly  vexed. 

The  singular  circumstances  of  Mr.  McClenachan's 
c^e  may  perbafMi  receive  spme  light  from  tho  following 
facts,  viz:  On  the  Hth  ^arch,  1783,  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  passed  a  law  in  these  words: 

An  act  for  granting  more  effectual  relief  in  cases  of  certain  ires- 


"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
Yoric  represented  in  Senate  and  .  Aisembhfy  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy  That  it  shall 
and  n^y.be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  who  are  or 
were  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  who,  by  reason  of  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  le£t  his,  her,  of  their  place  or 
places  of  abode,  and  who  have  not  voluntarily  put  them- 
selves respectively  iqto  the  power  of  the  enemy,  since 
they  respectively  left  their  places  of  abode,  bis,  her,  or 
their  beirsy  executors  or^dooinistrators;  to  htog  ftii  action 
of  trespass  against  any  person  or  persons  wbo  mby  have 
occupied,  tipjured>  or  destroyed  his,  ber,  or  their  estate, 
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^i^3m  real  or  personal,  widnn  the  power  of  the  eD^niy/ 
or  against  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  have  purcbas-* 
ed  or  reod ved  any  such  goods  or  effects,  (x  against  his, 
her,  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  in  any  court 
of  record  within  this  State,  having  cognizance  of  the  same ; 
in  which  action,  if  the  same  shall  be  brought  against  the 
person  or  persons  who  have  occupied,  injured,  or  destroy- 
ed^ or  purchased,  or  received  such  real  or  persop^^  estate 
as  aforesaid,  the  defendant  or  defendants  shaV  oe  held  to 
bail ;  and  if  any  such  action  shall  be  brou^t  in  any  infe- 
rior oourt  within  this  State,  the  same-^all  be  finally  de- 
termiiied  in  such  coint,  and  •  everv  such  action  shall  be 
considered  as  a  traiwitory  action  That  no  defendant  or 
defendants  shall  be  admittec^^o  p'ead  in  justification  any 
military  order  or  Qomm^  whatever,  of  the  enemy,  for 
such  occupancy,  injur^^'destructioii,  purchase,  or  receipt, 
nor  to  give  the  saii^°  evidence  on  the  general  issue."    ■ 

In  pursuance  p^  ^^  '^^r  divers  suits  have  been  com- 
Hieiiced  and  ^ermined  in  ^or  of  the  plaintiffi,  and 
others  are  snH  depending  in  the  courts  of  this  State ;  and 
the  AsseoiWy  have,  by  certain  resolutions,  expressed 
their  dis^ipK^bation  of  a  judgment  of  the  mayor's  court 
pf  tb^  cicy,  in  which  a  favorable  construction  was  given 
to  the  laW)  which,  in. their  opinion,  was  not  warranted  by 
the  terms  of  it* 

Your  Secretary  considers  this  law,-and  the  operation 
of  it  since  the  peace,  as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  the  faith  of  the  treaty  between  Britain  and  the 
United  States ;  and  he  apprehends  that  the  commence- 
ment of  an  action  against  an  American  citizen  in  the 
King's  Bench  of  £ngland,  on  the  principles  and  in  the 
Vol.  IV. — 11 
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sj^rit  (^  this  law,  may  b&ve  bejen  piomptiad  by  the  eana- 
fie  set  io  this  State. 

AH  which  b  bufnbly  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Cod-^ 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the.  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Jffm%, 
March  7th,  178B. 
"  On  tho  repo«t  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Ifc. 
g^ad,  Jtfr.  Eltery,  a^d  Mr.  Hatdyj  to  whom  wew  re- 
ferred the  tetters  of  the  Sd  and  16th  of  November  bom 
M^.  Laureps, 

"  Resolved,  That  in  conlbn>4ty  to  die  repeated  wialies 
lieretofore  expressed  by  the  honiirable  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Esquire,  Minister  Plenipot^tKry  froan  the  United 
&ates  at  the  Court  of  Yevsailles,  he  b^  permitted  to  ire- 
tur9  to  America  as  soon  a&  convenient,  %||d.  that  Wed- 
nesday next  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  IV^ister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  represent  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of 
Ver^illes.  n 

"  On  motioa  of  Mr.  King,  seconded  bf  Mr,  Pioctoey^ 
^^Re$olve4,  That  it  isexpedioDt  to  appcuiit  a  fiiifiisver 
Plenipotentiary  to  succeed  Mr.  John  Adams  at  the  Court 
d*tbe  United  Netherlands^  and  that  Monday  next  be  as- 
signed for  the  election  of  such  Minister.^' 

<^  Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  thereupon  agreed  upon 
the  following: 


'^  Ltstruciions  for  ii  Minister  J^le^ipoientiary  appointed 
to  represent  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain. 

*•  Sir, 

'^  You  will,  in  a  respeo^l  \M  firm  maimer,  insist  tbal 
tfaq  United  States  be  put,  without  inrtber '  delay,  in  pos- 
session of  alt  the  posts  and  territories  within  their  limits, 
whiohare  now  hsld  by  British  gsrrispns;  and  you  will 
lake  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  the  answer 
you  may  receive. to  this  requisttion. 

^'  You  will  remonstrate  against  the  io&aotion  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  by  the  exportation  of  negroes  aad  otfa^r 
American  property,  contrary  to  the  stipulations  on  tbal 
subject,  m  the  7th  articlje  of  it.  Upon  this  head  you 
will  Jbe  supplied  with  various  authentic  pap^is  and  do- 
cuments, particularly  the  correspondence  between  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  others  on  the  one  part,  and  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  on  the,  other. 

"  You  will  represent  to  the  British  Ministry  the  strong 
and  necessary  tendency  of  their  restrictions  on  our  trade 
to  incapacitate  our  merchants  in  a  certain  degree  to  make    « 
remittances  to  theirs. 

"  You  will  represent  in  stfong  terms  the  losses  which 
many  of  our  and  also  of  ^heir  merchants  will  sustain,  if 
the  former  be  unseasppably  and  immediately  pressed  for 
the  payment  c/  debts  cc^ntracted  before  the  war.  On 
this  subject  /ou  will  be  furnished  with  papers  in  which 
it  is  amply  discussed." 
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FROII  JOHN   JAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  York,  March  15, 178b. 
Dear  Sir, 
The  enclosed  extracts  from  the  journal  of  Congress 
Will  inform  you  of  your  appoimment  to  go  as  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  London,  ani  of  Mr.  Smith  being  elected 
Secretary  of  Legation* 

I  congratulate  you  on  this  event.  It  argues  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  you  by  the  -United  States,  and,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  redound  to  your  advantage,  as  well  as 
to  your  reputation. 

The  necessary  papers  are  preparing,  and  Air.  Smith 
wUl  carry  them  to  you  by  the  next  packet. 

With  great  respect,  &c*,     , 
JOkN  JAY- 


VROM   JOHN    JAT   TO   JOHN    ADAMS. 

Office  f(V  Foreign  Affaire,  ,  > 
March  18, 1785.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, 

The  packet  not  sailing  \iniil  io-nnorrow,  has  put  it  in 

my  power  to  get  your  commii^ipn,  instructions,  and  letter 

of  credence  completed. 

You  will  find  them  herewith  enclosed.     I  also  send 

you  another  parcel,  of  which  Mr.  Randal\  is  also  to  take 

charge — the  journafs  printed  since  those  with  which  I 

understand  you  bave  already  been  furnished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

JOHN  JAY- 
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Extract  from  the  Secret  Journals  of  Congress^  March 
lith,  1785. 

Tbe  Secretary  fer  the  Depaitment  of  Foreign  Afiain 
having  reported  the  form  of  a  eommissioD  to  Mr. 
'  Adam?,  appointed  to  represent  the  United  States  al 
the  Court  of  London^  and  to  Mr.  W,  S.  SmiUi,  appoint- 
ed Secretary  to  the  said  Legation^  and  the  same  being 
amended  to  read  a?  follows : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Coegcess  assembled, 
to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Adams,  Esq.,  send 
greeting: 

^  We,  reposing  e$pecial  trust  and  Confidence  in  your  in- 
tegrity, prudence,  and  ability,  have  nominated^  constitu- 
ted, and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nomipate, 
constitute,  atid  appoint  you,  the  said  Jobki  Adams,  our 
Minister  Plenipoteodary  to  reside  at  the  Court  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  do  give  you  full  power  and  au- 
thority there^  to  represent  us,  and  to  do  and  perform  all 
such  matters  afid  things  as  to  the  said  place  or  office  doth 
appertain,  or  as  may  by  our  instructions  be  given  unto 
you  in  charge.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force 
for  the  space  of  tl^ree  years  from  this  day,  unless  sooner 
revoked. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  co  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Witness,  hb  Etcellenpy  R.  H.  Le^,  our  President,  at 

the  city  of  New  York,  this ^  day  of in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five^ 
and  of  our  sovereignly  afid  independence  the  ninth. 

The  United  States  of  Aniericain  Congress  assmnblm). 


166  J<»N  JkDEAMS-JOmr  JAY. 

to  our  trusty  atid,  beloved  William  S.  Smitb,  Esquire, 
send  greeting : 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  in- 
tegrity, prudence,  and  ability,  have  nominated,  constitu^ 
ted,  and  appoimed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate, 
constitute,  and  appoint  you,  the  said  William  S.  Smith, 
Secretary  to  our  Legation  to  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

This  commissjofi  to  cotitiilue  in  force  lot  the  spacie  of 
three  years  from  this  day,  unless  sooner  revoked. 

In  testimony  irhereof^  we  hav6  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affired* 

Witness  his  Excellency,  R.  H.  Lee,  our  President,  at 

th6  city  of  New  York,  this  — —  day  of ,  iti  the  year 

of  Ouf  Lord  on6  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
and  of  our  ^vereignty  and  itidependence  the  ninth « 

Ofisfered,  That  th^said  forms  be  referred  to  the  Scc^ 
fetary  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  take  order. 


FBOaf  JO^K  adJms  to.job^  jat. 

Bath  Hotel,  Westioiiifiter,  l^ay  29,  1785. 
DearShr, 
I  was  obliged  to  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset  to 
the  custom-house  at  Dover,  as  I  suppose,  for  the  respect 
with  which  my  baggage  was  allowed  to  pass  without  a 
visit,  and  arrived  in  Westmiiist^  on  the  2dtb,  at  evening. 
I  wrote,  lat^  at  nigbt^  to  theMarquis  of  Caermartben,  that 
I  was  airiredi  abd  denred  to  be  informed  at  what  hour  I 
rfioiild  caQ  lipon  his  Lordahtp.  The  next  flMMrobg  I  h«} 
an  answer,  that  bb  l43fdship  would  be  gltd  Co  see  me  at 
1  at  his  house,  or  at  4  at  his  office.  I  went  accord- 
iagly  at  I,  whb  CSolQoel  Smith,  wb6  very  liiokify  ar- 
rived the  evening  before  me.    We  were  received  with- 


t^ut  loss  of  timCj  «{id  treated  with  great  politeness.  I 
-showed  his  Lordship  my  original  commission^  and  left  him 
a  copy;  Colooel  Sttith  also  showed  liis  commissioD,  find 
toft  a  copy- 

Hk  liordship  then  diesifed  mo  to  call  «ipoQ  liim  at  bif 
office  on  Wednesday  next,  and  be  would  mtroduce  me  to 
his  Majesty  in  his  priTate  doset,  a&er  the  levee,  wber^ 
I  should  present  my  letter  of  credeine ;  and  that,  on  the 
next  levee  day,  according  to  the  usage,  Colonel  Smith 
would  also  be  presented  to  his  Majesty.  I  asked  his 
Lordship's  advice  whether  my  letter  to  the  King  should 
be  under  seal,  and  what  shoald  be  the  superscription.  He 
^M  he  would  niake  a  eiibute  of  it  for  me.  He  ha[s  isifice 
wriHea  to  me  that  it^must  be  under  seal,  atid  memioQe4 
the  ^aperscriptbn.  of  the  States  Gene^l,  add  added  ihHf 
k  was  customary  for  all  foreign  Ministers  to  leave  with  ihe 
Secretary  of  State  a  copy  of  their  credentiab  to  the  King 
or  Queen. 

I  sent  a  copy  accordingly  by  the  Secretary  of  Legation, 
"who  was  admiued  to  his  Lot^hip,  delivered  the  letter, 
and  received  a  verbal  approbation  of  the  proposed  super- 
sen  pUoa. 

I  ha v^  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  all  ttaie  loiters 
vriiicfa'have  pasped  beiweea  the  Secretary  of  State  anck 
me,  numbered  1,  2, 3^  4,  5,  and  lufn  sorry  I  hav^  n^ 
lime  to  write  more  fully  by  Mr;  Curson.  Qtlrt  the  dis-* 
liraetiqii  of  such  oocas^ons  is  e)^cua9  enough*  The  pwpr 
«b  of  finding  Iddgings,  a  honae,  servants,  liveries,  car- 
riage, horses,  making  and  receiving  visits,  getting  my  ef- 
fects from  Auteuil  and  the  Hague,  ^re  such  as  too  man  can 
(otm  an  idea  <^^  who  has  not  passed  through  it. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem^  &C., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FEOM    JOHN   ADAMS   TO   LORD   CAEAMARTHEK. 

Mr.  Adams  bas  the  honor  to  acquaint  the  right  hon* 
orable  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  that  he  is  just  arrived 
io  town  with  credentials  from  the  United  States  of  Anae- 
riba,  and  desires  to  be  inibrmed  at  what  hour  he  may  have 
the  honor  of  paying  his  respects  to  ^is  Lor&bip*. 

Bath  Hotel,  May  26, 1785. 


FROM  LORD  CAERMARTHEK  TO  MR.  ADAMS. 

Lord  Caermarthen  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Adams,  «nd  shall  be  glad  ta  see  Mr.  Adamd  this  day 
about  1  o'clock  in  Grosvenor  JSquare^  or  at  his  office  in 
Cleveland  Row,  about  4,  whichever  is  most  convenient 
ta  Mr.  Adams. 

Grosvenor  Square,  May  27,  1785. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  LORD  CAERMARTHEN. 

Mr.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  the  right 
honorable  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  nnd  wilt  have  tlie 
h^op  of  waiting  on  his  Lordship  in  Grosvenor  Square  at 
1,  '  according  to  his  Lordship's  proposal.  Colonel 
Smith,  the  Secretary  to  the  American  commissi^^  wttt 
have  the  honor  of  waiting  on  his  Lordsfaq>  at' the  same 
time.  / 
.  Bath  Hotel,  May  27,  1785. 
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ritOM  LORD  CAERMARTHEN  TO  JOAN  ADAMS. 

St.  James's,  May  37^  1785. 
Sir, 
I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  to-dajr,  when  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  call  upon  me  in  Grosvenor  Square,  that  it 
is  customary  for  every  foreign  Minister  to  send  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  a  copy  of  the  credential  letters  they  are 
directed  by  their  Sovereigns  to  present  to  his  Majesty,  or 
to  the  Queen.  With  regard  to  the  superscription,  I  find 
the  credentials  of  the  Ministers  from  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces  are  only  addressed  '^  au  Hoi  de 
la  Orande  Bretagn^.^*  I  believe  I  did  mention  to  you, 
Sir,  that  the  criedential  letters  are  always  delivered,  sealed, 
into  his  Majesty's  hand. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

CAERMARTHEN- 


FROM  JO9N   ADAM»  TO  L08D    CABRMARTIISN. 

London,  May  98,  1785. 
My  Lord, 
I  have  received  the  letter  your  Lordship  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  yesterday,  and  have  here  encloied 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  credence  which  I  am  directed 
by  my  Sovereign  to  present,  to  bb  Majesty.  I  am  so 
UQfQrtunat^  as  not  to  bav,e  any  for  the  Queen;  but  I 
know  the  sentiments  of  my  country,  and  of  CoBgreas, 
so  well,  as  to  be  sure  that  this  is  not  owing  to  any  want 
of  respect  to  ber  Migesty ;  probably  it  was  merely  the 
want  of  information  that  there  had  ever  been  a  prece- 
dent of  it. 


]f}e  JOHN  ADAlia^OHN  JAY. 

I  beg  leave  to  prppose  to  your  Lordship  that  the  super* 
scriplion  should  be,  "  To  his  Majesty,  George  the  Third, 
Krog  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,'*  &c.  If  your  Lordship  should  not  disapprove 
of  this,  I  should  prefer  it  to  the  address  of  the  United 
Provinces,  as  being  more  respectful. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor,  fcc, 

JOHN  ADAMi3. 


FBOM   JOHN   J^T   TO  JOHJN   AD^MS. 

Porcign. 
March  31, 178^< 


Office  for  Foreign  Affail^.     7 


Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  en- 
closed, a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  21st 
instant,  instructing  you  to  communicate  to  Mr.  St. 
Saphorin  the  high  sense  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  entertain  of  the  liberal  decision  made  by  his 
Danish  Majesty,  on  the  question  proposed  to  his  Minister 
by  you,  respectiog  the  ordination  of  American  candidates 
for  holy  orders  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  commonly  called 
tbe  Cbufcb  of  England. 

Congress  has  been  pleased  to  order  and  to  transAit 
oo|>ies  of  your  letter,  and  the  other  papers  on  this  8ob*> 
ject,  to  the  Executives  of  the  difibrent  States ;  and  I  am 
peisuaded  they  will  receive  with  pleasure  thk  mark  of 
youTitttention,  and  of  bis  Danish  Majesty's  friendly  dis^ 
position. 

I  hi^ve  the  hcmoi"  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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Extract  Jrom  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
March  21,  1785. 

**  On  th6  report  of  a  comraiuee,  consisting  of  Mr«  Hd- 
t«o,  Mr.  W.  C.  HoustODi  Mr.  Read^  Mr.  Bedford,  and 
Mr.  Hardy,  to  wbom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from 
the  MiBbters  of  the  United  States  at  foreigp  Courts, 

^^JSUsah^;  That  the  Minister  Plefiipotentiary  from  the 
United  Sutes  to  the  States  Genera)  6f  tbe  United  Ne- 
therlands be  tnstruded  to  communicate  to  Monsieur  de 
St.  Saphorin,  Envoy  Extraordinary  from  his^  Danish  Ma- 
jei^  to  tbe  States  General,  the  bi|h  sense  the  Uiriled 
SMea  ha  Congress  assembled  entertain  of  the  liberal  de- 
cWdn  made  by  bis  Majesty  on  the  question  proposed  to 
his  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Hague,  by  Mr.  Adams, 
Minister  from  the  United  States,  respecting  the  ordina- 
tioB  of  American  candidates  for  holy  orders  in  the 
E[uscopal  Church,  cooimonly  called  the  Church  of 
Engkod. 

«'  Ordered,  That  tbe  Secretary  for  Foreign  AAirs 
tratismit  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  copies 
of  Mr.  Adama's  letter  of  tbe  89d  day  of  April,  1784,  as 
well  as  of  tbe  papers  therein  enclosed,  relative  to  epis* 
copal  ordination." 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO    JOHN   ADAMS. 

New  York,  AprU  13, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  15th  March 
last,  mentioning  your  appointment  to  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don ;  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  enclosing  your 
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commission,  instructions,  and  letter  of  credence,  and  send- 
ing with  it  the  journals  of  Congress  necessary  to  com- 
plete your  set;  and  on  the  31st  March,  I  wrote  you 
another  letter,  with  an  act  of  Congress  directing  you  to 
communicate  to  Mr,  St.  Sapborin  the  high  sense  they  en- 
tertain of  the  liberal  decision  made  by  his  Danish  Ma- 
jesty on  the  question  respecting  the  ordination  of  Ame- 
rican candidates  for  holy  orders  in  the  Episcopal  Cbirch. 
Those  letters  w«re  committed  to  the  care  of  Paul  Ran- 
dall, Esq.,  who  sailed  in  the  last  French  packet. 

I  also  wrote,  by  Captain  I^amb,  a  letter  dated  the  lltb 
Bfarch,  to  yourself.  Doctor  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
enclosing  a  variety  of  papers  respecting  the  treaties  you 
are  directed  to  negotiate  and  conclude  with  the  Bafbaiy 
States. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Smith,  yoar 
Secretary;  and  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  a  number  of 
papers  respecting  the  transporttition  from  hjdnce  of  ne- 
groes, by  the  British  army,  contrary  to  the  treaty  ef 
peace;  and  also  copies  of  some  papers  on  the  subject  of 
the  debts  due  iiK)m  American  to  British  merchants.  On 
these  tT^o  subjects  your  instructions  partly  turn;  and  that 
you  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  fulfil  them,  these  pa- 
pers are  now  transmitted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  I  herewith  enclose  a  cipher. 
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PAPERS   ON   THE    DEPORTATION   OJI*   NEGROES. 

Extract  qf  a  Utter  from  Sir  Quy  CarUton  to   General 
Washington^  ofWh  May^  1783. 

^^  I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order  wbicb  I  have  given  out 
to  prevent  the  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  pro* 
perty  of  the  American  inhabitants.  I  understand,  from 
the  gentlemen  therein  namcr^,  that  they  visited  the  fleet 
bound  to  Nova  Scotia^  and  Ordered  on  shore  whatever 
canreclearly  under  the  abov^  description;  there  appear- 
ed to  be  but  little  difference  of  opinion,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  negroes,  ^bo  bad  been  declared  free  previous  to 
my  ar:rivaL  As  I  had  no  right  to  deprive  them  of  that 
liberty  I  found  them  possessed  of,  an  accurate  register 
was  taken  of  every  circumstance  respecting  them,  so  as 
ta  serve  as  a  record  of  the  name  of  the  original  proprie- 
tor of  the  negro,  and  as  a  rule  by  which  to  judge  of  his 
vatue.  By  this  open  method  of  conducting  the  business, 
1  hoped  to  prevent  all  fraud ;  and  whatever  might  admit 
of  different  constructions,  is  left  open  for  future  explana- 
tion or  compensation.  Had  these  negroes  been  denied 
permission  to  embark,  they  would,  in  spite  of  every  means 
to  prevent  it,  have  found  various  methods  of  quitting  this 
place,  so  that .  the  former  owner  would  no  longer  have 
been  able  to  trace  them,  and  of  course  would  have  lost, 
in  every  way,  all  chance  of  compensation. 

This  business,  carried  on  in  this  public  manner,  and 
the  orders  nominating  persons  to  superintend  embarca- 
tions,  puUisbed  in  the  Gazette,  I  had  00  reason  to  think 
either  the  embarcation,  or  any  circumstance  attending  it, 
could  have  been  matter  of  surprise  to  your  Excellency, 
on  the  6th  May :  I  then,  however,  learned  with  concern 
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that  tbie  embarcation  which  had  already  taken  place,  and 
in  which  a  large  number  of  negroes  had  been  conveyed 
away,  appeared  to  your  Excellency  as  a  measure  totally 
different  from  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty. 

The  negroes  in  question,  I  have  already  satdi  I  Ibund 
liree  when  I  arrived  at  New  York ;  I  h»d,  therefore,  oo 
right,  as  I  thought,  to  prevent  their  going  to  any  pan  of 
ibe  "world  they  thought  proper* 

I  must  confess  that  the  mere  supposition  that  the 
King's  Minister  would  deliberately  stipulate  ia  a  treaty 
an  engagement  to  be  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  tba 
public  faith  towards  people  of  any  complexiooj  seem^ 
to  denote  a  less  friendly  disposition  than  i  could  wish^ 
and  I  think  less  friendly  than  we  might  expect;  after  all, 
I  only  give  my  own  opinion.  Every  Aegro'$  name  is 
registered,  the  master  be  fi>rmerly  belonged  to,  with  such 
ptl^er  circumstances  as  serve  to  denote  bis  value,  thgt  it 
may  be  adjusted  by  compensation*  If  t^at  was  really  Uie 
intention  and  meaning  of  the  treaty,  restoration^  wbere 
inseparable  from  a  breach  of  public  &itbj  is,  as  the  world 
I  think  must  alk^w,  utterly  impracticable,  1  koow  of  no 
better  method  of  preventing  abuse,  and  the  carrying  away 
negroes  or  other  American  property,  than  that  I  proposed 
to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  A6airs  in  ray  letter  of  the 
14th  of  April — ^the  naming  commissioners  to  assist  those 
appointed  by  me,  to  inspect  all  embarcations^  and  I  am 
pleased  to  find  your  Excellency  has  approved  of  this 
method,  and  appointed  Egbert  Penson,  Esquire,  Ueut. 
Ck)tonel  Smith,  and  Daniel  Parker,  Esqtnre,  one  of  the 
contrai;tors  for  supplying  your  ariny  with  provisions^  ooQi" 
missioners  qd  ypur  part  for  the  purpose,"  ^ 
I  am.  Sir,  &ci, 

GUY  CARLETON. 
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Extract  from  General  Orders. 

Head  ^narlorei  ? 

New  York,  April  15,  1783.3 

*^  It  is  the  Commander«»in-chiers  orders,  that  the  fol- 
lowhig  extract  from  the  7tb  article  of  the  provisional 
treaty  between  Great  iSritain  and  the  United  States  of 
America  be  strictly- attended  to,  and  complied  with,  by 
all  persons  whatsoever  under  his  command : 

^  And  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  and  Vithout  causing  any  destruction  or  carrying 
away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American  in- 
habitants, withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets, 
from  the  said  United  States,  and  from  every  port,  place, 
and  harbor  within  the  same,  leaving  in  all  fortifications 
the  American  artillery  that  may  be  thierein ;  and  shall 
also  order  and  cause  all  the  archives,  records,  deeds,  and 
piapers>  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  States,  or  their  citi- 
zens, which,  in  the  course;  of  the  war,  may  have  fallen 
mi6  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  States  and  persons  to  whom  they 
belong/ 

^'  All  masters  of  vessels  aire  particularly  cautioned,  on 
their  part,  not  to  commit  any  breach  of  the  above  ar- 
ticle." 


Copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  9Sth  May^  1788. 

By  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled—May 26th,  1783. 
<<  Whereas,  by  the  articles  agreed  upon  the  30th  of 
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November  last,  by  and  between  tbe  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  making  peace,  and  the 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  it  is 
stipulated  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  and  without  any  destruction  or  carrying 
f  way  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American  in- 
habitants, withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,,  and  fleets, 
from  the  said  United  States,  and  from  every  port,  place, 
and  harbor  within  the  same :  and  whereas,  a  considera- 
ble number  of  negroes  belonging  to  these  States  have 
been  carried  off  therefrom,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and' 
meaning  o[  the  said  articles — 

^'Resohedy  That  copies  of  letters  between  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  other  papers 
on  this  subject,  be  transmitted  to  the  Ministers  Plenipo* 
lentiary  of  these  States  for  negotiating  peace  in  Europe, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  remonstrate  thqreon  to  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  take  proper  measures  for  ob- 
taining such  reparation  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit. 

^^  Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve  be 
transmitted  to  the  Commander-in-chief,  and  that  he  ht 
directed  to  continue  his  remonstrances  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  respecting  the  permitting  negroes  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  these  States  to  leave  New  York,  and  to  insist 
on  the  discontinuance  of  that  measure." 

CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 
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Copy  of  a   letter  from   General    Washington   to  Sir 
Quy  Carleton. 

Head  duarters,  June  2,  1783. 
Sir, 
1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  which  has  lately  been 
transmitted  to  me  from  that  honorable  body.  Tour  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  notice  the  purport  of  this  act, 
and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  consider  it  with  that  atten- 
tion which  you  shall  judge  th6  nature  of  its  object  re- 
quires'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

6.  WASHINGTON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Quy  Carleton  to  General 
Washington^  in  answer  to  his  of  the  2d  June. 

^^  I  cannoti  Sir,  but  be  satisfied  ?  that  Congress  has 
transmitted  the  case  concerning  certain  negroes  for  whose 
protection  the  public  faith  had  been  pledged,  (but  which 
is  considered  by  Congress  as  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  provisional  articles  of  peace,)  to  its 
Plenipotentiaries  in  Europe,  as  these  gentlemen  and  the 
King's  Ministers,  between  whom  these  articles  were  ne- 
gotiated, may  be  considered  as  most  competent  and 
able  to  ascertain  their  true  intent  and  meaning.'^ 

GUY  CARLETON. 


Vouiv,— 12 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  General 
Washingtofiy  in  answer  to  his  of  the  2d  June. 

New  York,  June  14,  1783. 
Sir, 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  covering 
the  act  of  Congress  o(  the  26th  ultimo ;  and  we  also  do 
ourselves  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  a  memorial  which  we  presented  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
on  Monday  last,  to  which  we  have  not  as  yet  received 
any  answer,  except  a  verbal  message  by  his  deputy  sec- 
retary, that  he  did  not  conceive  an  answer  at  this  time 
necessary. 

Your  Excellency  will  recollect  that,  in  answering  our 
claim  for  restitution  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Vanderburgh, 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  intimated  an  impropriety  in  the  claim, 
as  the  property  was  not  suggested  to  be  in  danger  of  be- 
ing sent  away  ;  this  left  room  for  an  idea  that,  possibly, 
property  about  to  be  sent  away  would  be  restored,  and 
we  apprized  your  Excellency  that  we  should  take  the 
first  fair  occasion  which  should  present  itself  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  this  point ;  knd,  with  this  view,  we  made 
the  requisition  in  behalf  of  Mr.  liOtt ;  and  we  conceive 
it  b  now  reduced  to  a  certainty,  that  all  applications  for 
the  delivery  of  property  will  be  fruitless,  and  we  shall 
therefore  desist  from  them. 

That  part  of  the  memorial  which  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
remonstrance,  is  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
fjresSf  and  your  Excellency's  letter  which  accompanied 
it. 

Yesterday  we  asiusted  in  superintending  an  embarca- 
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tion,  consisting  of  fourteen  transports  bound  to  Nova 
Scotia,  having  on  board,  as  nearly  as  we  could  estimate, 
about  three  thousand  souls,  among  whom  were  at  least 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Qegroes^  who  appeared  to 
be  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  and  as 
this  embarcation  was  made  since  we  presented  our, me- 
morial, and,  as  it  were,  in  the  face  of  it,  we  submit  it  to 
your  Excellency  whether  it  is  necessary  for  us  further  to 
remonstrate  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  against  his  permitting 
slaves,  the  property  of  American  subjects,  to  leave  this 
place,  and  could  v^ish  to  receive  your  Excellency's  di- 
rection on  that  subject. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

EGBERT  BENSON, 
DANIEL  PARKER. 


Extract  <tf  a  remonstrance  from  J%6ef^  Benson,  Wm. 
S.  Smith,  and  Daniel  Parker,  to  Sir  Ouy  Carleton. 

"  The  undersigned  commissioners,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  did,  with  intent  to  comply, 
with  their  instructions,  directmg  them  to  ^assist  such  per- 
sons as  should  be  appointed  by  your  Excellency  in  su- 
perintendipg  and  inspecting  such  embarcations  as  the 
evacuation  of  this  place  should  require,'  on  Friday  last 
assist  the  comm'issioners  appointed  by  your  Excellency 
in  superintending  and  inspecting  an  emj)arcatipn  made , 
by  direction  of  your  Excellency,  apd  consisting  of  14 
transports  in  the  pay  and  service  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  bound  for  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
having  on  board,  as  near  as  the  undersigned  could  esti- 
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mate,  at'  least  two  thousand  white  persons,  who,  a  few 
individuals  excepted,  appeared  to  be  persons  in  civil  life,, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and  having  also  on 
board  upwards  of  one  hundred  negroes,  seventy-three  of 
whom  appeared  to  be  the  property  of  Anierican  sub- 
jects not  residing  within  the  British  lines.  - 

The  undersigned,,  therefore,  in  order  to  guard  against 
improper  inferences  from  their  silence  on  this  occasion, 
and  from  their  conduct  in  future,  conceived  it  incumbent 
on  theiti  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that,  notwith- 
standing any  act  on  their  part  in  superintending  or  in- 
specting the  abovementioned  or  any  other  embarcation, 
they  do  and  shall  consider  the  permission  from  your  Ex- 
cellency to  any  negroes  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  these 
States  to  leave  this  city,  as  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  agreeably  to  their  representation  of  the  9th  inst. ; 
add  that  they  do  not,  neither  can  they,  consider  the  said 
embarcation,  or  any  other  of  a  similar  nature,  as  an  em- 
bircation  which  the  evacuatiprt  of  this,  place  requires." 

Copy  of  a  remonitrdnce  from  Egbert  Bmson^  WUliam 
S.  Smij^i  (ini  DanUlParker^  to  Sir  Ouy  Cartoon. 

New  York,  June  9,  1783. 
'^  The  undersigned,  commissioners  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  represent  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  on  Friday  last,  the  board,  composed  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  your  Excellency,  and  of  the 
undersigned,  exathined  into  the  claim  of  Mr.  Philip  Lott 
to  a  negro  named  Thomas  Francis,  now  on  board  a 
vessel  called  the  Fair  American  in  this  harbor,,  and  about 
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to  be  carried  off  to  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  that,  on  such 
examination^  it  appeared  to  the  board  t1iat  Mr.  Lott  pur- 
chased the  aforementioned  negro  from  Mr.  Elihu  Spencer, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  that  the  said  negro  came  within  the 
British  lines  the  2d  day  of  November  last,  and  was  en- 
listed by  Capt.  Thelwall  in  a  corps  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  the  Jamaica  Rangers.  Capt.  Thelwall  produced 
to  the  board  a  certificate  from  the  oomn^andant  of  this  city^ 
that  the  said  negro  canOe  within  the .  British  lines  under 
the  sanction  of  the  proclamation  respecting  negroes. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  conformity  to  that  part 
of  their  commission  whereby  they  are  required  ^  to  at- 
tend particularly  to  the  due  execution  of  that  part  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  provisional  treaty  where  it  is  agreed 
his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  withdraw  his  armies,  &c., 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any 
negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitant^,' 
do  request  of  your  Excellency  that  the  said  Captain  Thel- 
wall may  be  prohibited  from  carrying  awaly  the  said  negro; 
and,  in  conformity  to  that  part  of  their  commission  where- 
by they  are  required  ^  to  obtain  the  delivery  of  all  ne- 
groes and  other  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uniteil 
States  in  the  possession  of  the  British  forces,  or  any  sub- 
jects of,  or  adherents  to,  his  Britannic  Majesty,'  do  furtfaet 
request  of  your  Excellency  thai  the  said  negro  may  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Lott. 

The  undersigned  do  themselves  the  honor  herewith 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the 
United  States  in  Oongifess  assembled  of  the  26th  of  May 
tast,  which  has  )been  transmitted  to  them  by  his  Exc^- 
lency  Generhl  Washington,  widh  directions  to  pay  strict 
attention  to  the  injunctions  of  Congress  contained  ill  tiie 
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said  act;  and  as  the  undersigned  are,  by  their cpmmissioa, 
enjoined  to  represent  to  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
British  forces  in  this  city  every  infraction  of  the  articles 
of  peace^  it  therefore  becomes  their  duty  to  remopstrate  to 
your  Excellency  against  your  permitting  any  negroes,  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  these  States,  to  leave  this  city, 
and  to  insist  on  a  discontinuance  of  that  measure. 

EGBERT  BENSON, 
WILLIAM  S.  SMITH, 
DANIEL  PARKER." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Confess. 

Head  Q,oarteis,  ? 

June  28, 1783.3 

Sir, 

I  think  it  expedient  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween our  commissioners  for  superintending  embarcations 
in  New  York,  and  myself.  From  their  several  reports, 
memorials,  and  remonstrances,  Congress  will  be  informed 
of  the  almost  total  inefficacy  of  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  for  carrying  the  7th  article  of  the  provisional 
treaty  into  effect. 

Finding  that  merely  (he  superjntendei^ce  jo(  embarca- 
tions, (and  that,  only  when  called  upon  by  the  British,) 
without  the  power  of  restraining  the  property  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  from  being  carried  away, 
could  he  of  Httle  utility;  having  been  a.l6o  informed  that 
the  departure  of  all  negroes,  (who  choose  to  go  away,)  in- 
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Jmcrimikiately  and  without  extotoationi  in  privnte  ireisfls^ 
is,  if  not  publicly  tUowed,  at  least  conniyad  at ;  and  coa- 
ceiviog  this  is  the  only  species  of  property  that  can  at 
present  require  aitentiony  I  cannot  think  there  will  be  much 
advantage  in  continuing  our  comniissioQers  any  longer  at 
New  York|  and  I  take  the  liberty  therefore  to  suggest 
whether  it  would  not  be  eligible  to  reveke  the  commis- 
sion. Indeed,  I  should  have  thought  myself  authorised 
to  decide  upon  this  point,  had  I  not  apprehen^M  it  might 
eventually  involve  consequences  of  ceosii^prable  national 
concern:  it  was  on  thb  account  I  deemed  it  more  expe- 
dient to  lay  the  state  of  thb  business  before  Congress,  and 
to  a$k  thefir  fiiitther  orden  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  WASHINGTON. 


PAPERS  RESPECTING  THE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  NEOROCS 
FROM  NEW  YORK  RY  THE  RRITISH  ARMY,  CONTRARY  TO 
THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  the  honor ahle 
Robert  R  .Livingston,  Esquire. 

New  Ycak,  April  14, 178a. 
Sir, 
As  I  observe  in  the  7th  article  of  the  prQvisioiiAl 
Upeaty,  it  is  agreed,  after  stipulating  tba(  all  prisonera,  on 
both  sidejs,  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  that  :^' his  .Britannic 
Majesty  shall,  with^  aU>  convenient  sp^ed,  and  without 
causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  aw^y  any  negroes  or 
other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all 


l^i  JK>HK  ADAM&-J(mN  JAY. 

bis  armies,  garrisopff^  and  fleets,  from  the  United  States, 
and  from  eveiy  port,  place,  and  harbor  within  the  same,'^ 
&Ci ;  and  as  embaications  of  persons  and  property  are 
on  the  point  of  being  made,  I  am  to  request  that  Con- 
gress would  be  pleased  to' empower  any  person  or  per- 
sons on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  be  prc^sent  at  New 
York,  and  to  assist  iBuch  persons  as  shalfbe  appointed  by 
me,  10  inspect  and  superintend  all  embaroations  wUch 
the  evacnaiion  of  this  place  may  require ;  and  they  mi 
he  plei^ed  to^epresent  to  me  every  infraotion  of  tbe 
letter  or  spirk  of  the  treaty,  that  redress  ^nay  be  imme* 
diately  ordered. 

GUY  CARLETON. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Pre- 
sident  of  Congress. 

Orange  Town,  May  8, 1783. 
Sir, 

The  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  21st  April  to  his  Excel- 
lency Sir  Guy  Carleion,  with  a  copy  of  his  reply  to  me, 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency, 
will  have  informed  Congress  that  the  5th  of  this  month 
was  agreed. upon  between  us  for  an  interview  at  this  place. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  I  arrived  here  on 
the  4th.  The  contingencies  of  a  water  passage  in  a 
frigate  prevented  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  arrival  until  the 
evening  of  tbe  5tb ;  on  the  6th  our  interview  todc  place 
at  my  quarters,  about  three  m3es  from  the  river.  Oor 
conversation  upon  the  different  subjects  to  which  my  in^ 
structions  pointed  sfie  was  dMSise  and  desultory,  and 
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closed  with*  a  pioposition  on  my  part,  and  aeeed«d  to  on 
the  part  of  General  Caileton,  that  the  poiois  of  dncos- 
SJOQ  should  be  reduced  to  writing* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter^bich 
I  wrote  to  Sir  Guy  Garleton  the  evening  of  o«r  confer- 
ence, and  to  which  I  expected  to  receive  his  answer, 
being  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day  on  l)oard  the  frigate. 

Coming  on  board  the  ship,  I  found  Sir  Guy  under  a 
severe  fit  rf  fever  and  ague,  (a  previous  fit  of  which  he 
had  experienced  the  day  of  his  arrival.)  In  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  wanting,  as  be  said,  to  have  recourse  fo 
some  papers  in  New  York  previous  to  making  an  answer 
to  my  letter,  and,  at  the  same  time,  urged  by  the  exi- 
gency of  other  business,  he  bad  determined  to  return 
immediately  to  New  York ;  apologizing  to  me,  and  pro- 
mising that  I  should  heat  from  him  soon  on  the  subject  of 
my  proposition.  Thus  I  find  myself  without  an  answer 
to  my  letter,  or  such  an  issue  to  our  biterview  as  I  had 
wished;  and  the  ship  is  this  mornipg  gone  down  the 
river. 

In  this  situation,  willing  to  give  Congress  every  infor- 
mation in  my  power,  I  have  desired  the  gentlemen  who 
were  present  at  the  conversation  which  jpassed  on  our 
first  interview,  to  recollect  and  put  in  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  it.  This  they  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  do, 
and  a  copy  of  it  is  enclosed. 

As  soon  as  I  am  possessed  of  a  reply  ifirom  General 
Carletbtt  to  my  letter  of  the  fith,  I  WiH  do  thyself  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy  to  )'our  Exceltency,  without 
delay.  .    . 

his  mydtttyalso  to  inform  Congress,  that,  m  cohse- 
qoence  of  thrir  resolutions  of  the  16th  of  April,  ahd 
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refor&aCQ  to  me  of  the  loiter  of  Sir  Gay  Carletoa:d'  the 
14th  of  April  to  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  not 
thinking  it  proper  to  suffer  any  forther  delay,  I  have  ap- 
pointed Daniel  Parker,  Eisquire,  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire, 
and  Lt.  Col.  William  S.  Sn[iith,  as  comtnissoners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  attend  and  inspect  the  em- 
barcations  that  may  in  future  be  made  at  New  York, 
previous  to  the  final  evacuation  of  that  city.  The  pow- 
ers with  which  these  gentlemen  are  vested  will  appear 
from  a  copy  of  their  appointment  and  in$tructions  which 
are  enclosed,  and  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


Copy  of  a  Utter  Jrom  General  Washington  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton. 

Orange  Town,  May  6,  1783.  ^ 
•  Sir, 
In  ray  letter  of  the  2lst  April,  I  enclosed  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th, 
instructing  me  in  three  points,  which  appeared  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  terms  of  the  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in- 
formed you  that  such  part  as  rested  on  my  decision,  and 
which  regarded  the  release  of  prisoners,  bad  been  deter* 
rained^  and  was  then  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion. Upon  the  other  two  points,  as  they  respected  the 
receiving  possession  of  the  posts  in  occupation  of  the 
British  troops,  and  the   carrying  away  any   negroes  or 
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Other  property  of  the -Ameri«an  iohs^bltants,  and  both 
being  within  your  control,  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  a 
personal  interview  wi^h  yo^ur  ExceUenoy,  that  the  sub- 
jects might  be  freely  discussed,  and  that  measures  might 
be  agreed  upon  for  carrying  into  execution  those  points 
of  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty,  .agreeably  to  their  true 
intent  and  spirit. 

Having  been  favored  this  day  with  a  personal  confer- 
ence, I  have  now,  to  prevent  misapprehension  and  mis- 
construction, and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  fulfil^my  instruc- 
tions with  fidelity  and  with  candor,  the  honor  to  propose, 
agreeably  to  our  conversation,  that  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  give  me,  in  writing,  information  of  what 
means  are  adopting  on  your  part  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution that  point  of  the  treaty  which  regards  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  posts  now  in  possession  of  the  British  troops, 
and  under  your  Excellency's  command ;  and,  also,  at  what 
time  it  is  probable  those  posts,  or  any  of  them,  may  be 
relinquished,  and  the  fleets  and  armies  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  withdrawn. 

Respecting  the  other  pomt  of  discussion,  in  addition 
to  what  I  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  I  took  occasion,  in  our  conferences,  to  inforni  your 
Excellency,  thai,  in  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  of  April  to  R.  R.  Livingston,  Esquire,  Congress 
had  been  pleased  to  make  a  further  reference  to  me  of 
that  letter,  and  had  directed  me  to  take  such  measures 
as  should  be  found  necessary  for  carrying  into  efiect  the 
several  matters  mentioned  by  you  therein.  In  the  course 
of  our  conversation  upon  this  point,  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  you  mention  that  an  embarcation  bad  already  taken 
place,  in  which  a  large  number  of  negroes  had  been  car- 
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tied  away.  Whether  this  conduct  is  conswiaot  to,  or 
bow  far  it  may  be  deemed  '  an  infraction  of,  tbe  treaty,  it 
Is  not  for  me  to  decide  ;  I  cannot,  bowever,  conceal  from 
your  Excellency  tbat  my  private  opinion  is  that  the 
measure  is  totally  different  from  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  treaty.  But,  waiving  the  discussion  of  the  point,  and 
leaving  its  decision  to  onr  respective  sovereigns,  I  find  it 
my  duty  to  signify  my  readiness,  in  Conjunction  with 
your  Excellency,  to  enter  into  any  agreement,  or  take  ^ny 
measures,  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  prevent 
tbe  future  carrying  away  any  negiroes,  or  other  property 
of  the  American  inhabitatits. 

I  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  reply,  and  I 
bave  the  hortor  to  be,  fee, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTdN* 


Extract  from  the  substance  of  the  conference  between 
Oeneral  Washington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton^  at  an 
interview  at 

OraAge  Town,  M&y  6,  1783. 
'^  General  Washington  opened  the  cooference  by  de- 
serving that  he,  he)retofore,^bad  transmitted  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  tbe  vesoliitions  of  Coibgress  6f  tbe  I5t!b  ultiino  ; 
that  be  conceived  a. personal  conference  w6iild  b^  th^ 
most  9peedy  and  ^dsfactory  mode  of  discussmg  rad^ 
nettling  tbe  business ;  and  that,  ther^ire,  be  bad  reqaest* 
€d  the  interv<iew.  Tlmt  the  resolntkntt^  Congress  Tehled 
to  tl^ee  distinct  niatters,  namiely,  the  setting  at  liberty 
tbe  prisoners^  tbe  receiviiorg  possession  of  tbe  posts  occn<> 
pied  by  tbe  British  troojps,  and  tbe  tybtiining  tbe  delivery 
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of  all  negroes  and  other  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States,  in  the  possession  of  the  forces  or  subjects 
of,  or  adherents  to,  his  Britannic  Majesty.  That,  with  re* 
spect  to  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners,  he  had,  as  far  as 
the  business  rested  with  him,  put  it  in  train,  by.roeetipg 
and  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  concert- 
ing with  him  the  proper  measures  for  collecting  the 
prisoners  and  forwarding  them  to  New  York ;  and  that  it 
was  to  be  optional  with  Sir  Guy  whether  the  prisoners 
should  march  by  land,  or  whether  he  would  send  trans- 
ports to  convey  them  by  water;  and  that  tl)e  Secretary 
at  War  was  to  communicate  with  Sir  Guy  Carleton  on 
the  subject,  anfl  obtain  his  determination.  With  respect 
to  the  other  two  matters  which  were  the  objects  of  the 
resolutions.  General  Washington  requested  the  sentiments 
of  General  Carleton.  Sir  Guy  then  observed,  that  his 
expectations  of  a  peace  had  been  such,  as  that  he  had 
anticipated  the  event  by  very  early  commencing  his  pre^ 
parations  to  withdraw  the  British  troops  from  the  coud- 
try,  and  that  every  preparation  which  his  situation  and 
circumstances  would  permit  was  still  continued ;  that 
an  additional  number  of  transports,  and  which  were 
expected,  were  necessary  to  remove  the  troops  and 
stores ;  and,  as  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  time 
when  the  transports  would  arrive,  their  passages  depend- 
ing on  the  casualties  of  the  seas,  he  was  therefore  una- 
ble to  fix  a  determinate  period  within  which  the  British 
forces  would  be  withdrawn  from  the  city  of  New  York  ; 
but  that  it  was  his  desire  to  exceed  even  our  own  wishes 
in  this  respect,  and  that  he  was  using  every  means  in 
his  power  to  effect,  with  all  possible  despatch,  an  evacua- 
tion of  that  a|id  every  post  within  the  United  Stat^s^ 
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occupied  by  the  British  troops  under  his  direction.  That 
he  considered  as  included  in  the  preparations  for  the 
final  departure  of  the  British  troops,  the  previously 
sending  away  those  persons  who  supposed  that,  trom 
the  part  they  had  taken  in  the  present  war,  it  would  be 
most  eligible  for  them  to  leave  the  country;  and  that 
upwards  of  six  thousand  persons  of  this  character  had 
embarked  and  sailed ;  and  that,  in  this  embarcation,  a 
number  of  negroes  were  comprised.  General  Washing- 
ton thereupon  expressed  his  surprise  that,  after  what 
appeared  to  him  an  express  stipulation  to  tlie  contrary  in 
the  treaty,  negroes,  the  property  of  inhabitants  of  these 
States,  should  be  seifit  off.  To  which  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
replied,  that  he  wished  to  be  considered  as  giving  no 
construction  of  the  treaty.  That  by  property,  in  the 
treaty,  might  only  be  intended  property  at  the  time  the 
negroes  were  sent  oflF.  That  there  was  a  difference  in 
the  mode  of  expression  in  the  treaty.  Archives,  papers, 
&c.  were  to  be  restored ;  tiegroes  and  other  property 
were  only  not  to  be  destroyed  or"  carried  away.  But 
he  principally  Insisted  that  he  conceived  it  could  not 
have  been  the  ipt^ntibn  of  the  British  Government,  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  to  reduce  themselves  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  violating  their  faith  to  the  negroes,  who  came  into 
the  British  lines  under  the  proclamation  of  his  predeces- 
sors in  command.  That  he  forbore  to  express  his  sen- 
timents on  the  propriety  of  those  proclamations  ;  but  that 
delivering  up  the  negroes  to  their  former  masters,  would 
be  delivering  them  up,  some  possibly  to  execution,  and 
othei*s  to  severe  punishments,  whjch,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  a  dishonorable  violation  of  the  public  faith  pledged  to 
the  negroes  in  the  procIamatif>n.     That  if  the  sending 
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off  the  negroes  should  hereafter  be  declared  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  treaty,  compensations  must  be  made  by  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  the  owners.  That  he  had 
taken  measures  to  provide  for  this,  by  directing  a  register 
to  be  kept  of  all  the  negroes  who  were  sent  off,  specify- 
ing the  name,  age,  and  oocupaticm  of  the  persons,  and 
tbe  name  and  place  of  residence  of  his  former  master. 
GreneralWashington  again  observed,  that  he  considered 
this  conduct  on  the  part  of  General  Carleton  a  departure 
from  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  articles  of 
peace;  and  particularly  mentioned  a  difficulty  that  would 
arise  in  compensating  the  proprietors  of  negroes,  admiti> 
ting  this  infraction  of  the  treaty  could  be  satisfied  by 
such  compensation  as  Sir  Guy  had  alluded  to,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  slaves  from  any 
fact  or  circumstance  which  may  appear  in  the  register, 
the  value  of  the  slave  consisting  chiefly  in  his  industry 
and  sobriety;  and  General  Washington  mentioned  a 
further  difficulty  which  would  attend  identifying  the 
slave,  supposing  him  to  have  changed  his  own  name, 
or  to  have  given  in  a  wrong  name  to  his  master.  In 
answer  to  which,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  said,  that  as  the. 
negro  was  free,  and  secured  against  his  master,  he  could 
have  no  inducement  to  conceal  either  his  own  true  name 
or  that  of  his  master.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  then  observed,  that 
by  the  treaty  he  was  not  held  to  deliver  up  any  property, 
but  was  only  restricted  from  carrying  it  away ;  and  there- 
fore, admitting  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  as  ^en 
by  General  Washington  to  be  just,  be  was  notwithstand- 
ing pursuing  a  measure  which  would  operate  most  for 
the  security  of  the  proprietors ;  for  if  the  negroes 
were  left  to  themselves^  without  care  or  ccmtrol  from 
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bim,  oumbeis  of  them  woald  very  probably  goioff,  and 
not  return  to  the  parts  of  the  country,  from  wbetice'  they 
came,  or  clandestinely  get  on  board  the  transports  in 
such  manoeri  as  would  iK)t  be  in  bis  power  to  prevent ; 
in  eitiief  of  which  eases,  an  inevitable  loss  would  intire  to  < 
the  proprietors;  but,  as  the  bumness  was  now  conducted, 
they  had  at  least  a  chance  for  compensation.  Sir  Guy 
concluded  ^  the  conversation  on:  this  subject,  by  saying, 
that  he  imaging  that  the  mode  of  cprnpensating,  as 
well  as  the  accounts  and  other  points^  with  respect  to 
which  there  was  no  provision  made  jn  the  treaty,  must 
be  adjusted  by  comimssioners  to  be  hereafier  appointed 
by  the  two  nations." 

We,  having  bisen  pi^esent  at  the  conference,  do  certify 
the  above  to  be  trae. 

GEORGE  CLINTON, 
JNO.  M/ SCOTT, 
EGBERT  BENSON, 
JONA.  TRUMBULL. 

Copy  of  the  appointment  and  instriLQtions  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  inspect  and  superintend  embarcations  in 
New  York. 
By  his   ExQeJlency    George    Wasliington,    Esquird, 

General  and  Commander-4n-^hief  of  the  forces  of  the 

United  States,  &c. 
To  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  Attorney  General  of  the 

State  of, New  York,  William  S.  Smith,  Esquire,  Lieu* 

tenant  Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and* 

Daniel  Parker,  Esquire. 
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Wbereasi  his  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carletoni  Cpm- 
«nander-ip-chief  of  the  British  troops  in  the  posts  now 
occupied  by  his  Bricaonio  Majesty  contiguous  to  the 
Atlantic,  did,  on  the  14th  of  April  last,  write  to  the 
honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston,  one  of  the  American 
Ministers,  '}n  the  words  following,  viz : 

#  #  *  *  #  # 

Wbeieas,  Congress  did«  on  the  24th  of  April,  1783 
refer  the  said  letter  to  me,  with  directions  to  take  such 
oieasures  for  carrying  inta  effect  the  several  mauers 
therein  mentioned  as  to  me  should  seem  expedient: 
and  whereas,  I  have  thought  it  expedient  and  necessary 
that  conunissioners  should  be  appointed  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  I  to  carry  fully  into  execution  the  instruc- 
tions of  Congress  "  for  obtaining  the  delivery  of  all  ne- 
groesi  and  other  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  in  the  possession  of  the  British  forces,  or  any 
subjects  of,  or  adherents  to,  his  Britannic  Majesty  :" 

I  do,  therefore,  in  virtue  of  the  ppwers  vested  in  me 
as  aforesaid,  hereby  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint 
you,  the  said  Egbert  Benson,  William  S.  Smith,  and 
Daniel  Parker,  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned ;  and  you  are 
to  attend  particularly  to  the  due  execution  of  that  part 
of  the  seventh  article  of  the  provisional  treaty,  where  it 
is  agreed  that  bis  Britannic  Majesty  shall  withdraw  his 
armies,  &;c.  from  the  United  States,  ^'  without  causing 
any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other 
property  of,  the  Ameripan  inhabitants  ;"  and  you^  the 
aforesaid  Egbert  Benson,  William  S.  Smith,  and  Daniel 
Parker,  or  any  two  of  you,  are  hereby  fully .  authorized 
and  empowered  to  be  present  at  New  York,  and  to 
Vol.  IV.— 13 
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assist  such  persons  as  shall  be  appbiDted  by  the  Cofn- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in  New  York,  ta 
inspect  and  superintend  all  embarcations  which  the 
evacuation  of  that  place  may  require ;  and  you  are  to 
represent  to  the  said  Commander-iU'chief  every  infrac- 
tion of  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  aforesaid  treaty,  to  the 
end  that  redress  may  be  obtained ;  furnishing  me,  at  the 
same  time>  with  duplicates  of  all  such  representations  or 
communications  as  may  be  made  by  you  on  the  subject, 
with  the  result  thereof ;  and  making  a  general  report  of 
your  proceedings  at  the  termination  of  this  commission.  !| 

Relying  on  your  patriotism,  fidelity,  and  abilities,  I  do 
hereby  furtheir  authorize  and  empower  you,  in  transact- 
ing the  aforesaid  business,  to  act  in  conformity  to  your 
own  judgment  and  discretion  in  all  such  matters  and 
things  relative  thereto  as  are  not  particularly  specified 
herein.  This  commission  to  continue ,  in  force  until  the 
evacuation  of  New  York  shall  be  completely  effected, 
unless  sooner  revoked. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Orange  Town,  this 
iBth  day  of  May,  1783. 


FBOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

London,  May  30,  1785. 
t)ear  Sir, 
I  have  redeemed  a  moment  from  a  multitude  of  avo- 
cations at  this  critical  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
l)y  Colonel  Smith,  of  your  letters  of  the  31st  of  March, 
with  the  resolution  of  Congress  enclosed  of  the  21st  of 
March.  As  M.  de  Si.  Saphorin  is  many  months  ago  re- 
called from  the  Hague,  I  shall  make  inquiry  after  him, 
and,  if  I  cannot  find  where  he  is,  I  shall  comniunk^te  a 
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copy  of  the  resolution  lo  the  Daoisb  Minister  bere^  by 
whom  it  will  be  transmitted  to  his  Court,  which  I  sup- 
pose will  be  an  execution  of  my  instructions  as  near  the 
spirit  of  th^em  as  it  is  now  practicable.  Tl^e  liberal  de- 
cision of  his  Danish  Majesty  respecting  the  ordination  of 
American  candidates  for  bdy  orders  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  called  the  Church  of  JSngland,  as  soon  as  it.wa3 
known  in  England,  produced  a  more  liberal  spirit  and 
decision  .here  than  had  prevailed  before ;  so  that  I  hope 
that  respectable  body  of  our  fellqw-citizens,  who  are  in- 
terested in  it,  have  derived  a  benefit  from  it.     I  am  much 

.  d>liged  to  Congress  for  this  instaace  of  their  approbation, 
and  for  the  honor  they  have  done  me  in  transmitting  an 
account  of  it  to  the  E^ecatives  of  the  States. 

I  have  received,  too,  your  letter  of  I3th  pf  April,  1785, 
with  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  14th  February,  1785, 
empowering  your  Ministers  to  apply  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  the  use  of  treating  with  Mo- 
rocco, &c.  But  I  have  heard  notfamg  of  Captain  Lamb, 
or  the  papers  by  him.  What  my  colleagues  will  judge 
prpper  to  do,  I  cannot  say ;  but  the  advice  of  the  French 
Court  was  Qonformable  to  tbe  opinipn  of  us  all — that  it 
will  be  indispensable  for  Congress  to  send,  a  Consul  with 
full  powers. 

I^  received  at  Auteuil  my  commission,  instructions, 
and  letter  of  credence  to  the  *  Court  of  Great  Britain, 

,  and  have  now  received,  by  Colonel  Smitb>.tbe  papers  seint 
by  him. 
I  received  at  Auteuil  tbe  ratification  of  the  last  loan 

Jn  Holland,  which  I  trai^mitted  immediately  to.  Amster- 
dam, where  it  has  been  received,  registered,  and  coa^nui- 
nicated  to  the  lenders  of  the  money,  and  has  given  them 
satitftcuoa;  fkioe, which,  1  have  received  from  you,  Sir, 


196  JOHN  ADAMS-JOHN  JAY. 

a  duplicate  and  triplicate  of  the  same  ratification.    The 
cipher  is  received,  add  shall  be  attended  to. 

Yonr  Ministers  have  written,  monthly,  an  account  of 
their  proceedings.  Not  one  packet  has  been  missed ;  but 
when  I  left  Auteuil,  we  had  no  certain  evidence  that 
any  one  of  our  letters  had  been  received.  We  supposed 
that  this  was  because  Congress  had  not  completed  their 
instructions  upon  any  of  them ;  but  I  must  beg,  the  favor 
of  you.  Sir,  barely  to  mention  the  receipt  of  my  letters, 
and  their  dates,  although  you  may  not  be  prepared  to 
answer  them,  without  this  one  loses  the  chain  of  corres- 
pondence. I  have  been  visited  by  some  gentlemen,  who 
I  suppose  had  seen  the  Ministers,  and  learned  from  them 
what  to  say  to  me ;  they  said  that  the  Ministry  and  the 
King  considered  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  as  a  proof 
of  a  conciliating  disposition  ;  that  it  was  a  relief  to  them 
from  an  anxiety,  &c.;  and  that  they  were  fully  deter- 
mined to  receive  me  in  all  respects  like  all  the  other 
foreign  Ministers.  This  I  believe  is  true  ;  but  we  must 
be  cautious  what  consequences  we  draw  from  it.  It  by 
no  means  follows  that  they  are  determined  to  do  what 
their  honor  and  their  public  faith  oblige  them  to  do, 
'  according  to  our  ideas  of  their  obligations.  It  by  no 
means  follows  that  they  will  surrender  the  posts,  restore 
the  negroes,  relieve  the  debtors,  or  make  an  equitable 
treaty  of  commerce.  I  hope  they  will  do  all  these 
things,  but  I  can  ascertain  nbthing  until  my  character  is 
acknowledged  by  a  public  reception  and  audience  of  his 
Majesty,  made  my  visits  to  his  Ministers,  and  had  time 
to  enter  into  a  candid  discussibn  of  these  questions.  Tou 
'shall  be  punctually  informed  fix)m  step  to  step. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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P.  S.  This  morning  Sir  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer, 
master  of  the  ceremonies,  called  upon  me,  to  inform  roe 
that  he  was  ordered  to  attend  me  to  court  on  Wednes- 
day, as  he  did  on  all  foreign  Ministers  at  their  first  pre- 
sentation, to  show  them  the  way.  through  the  apart- 
ments, &c. 

FROM   JOHN    ADAHS    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

BaUi  Hotel,  Westn^ter)  Jane  I,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

Id  my  letter  of  the  28th  ult.  I  epclosed  copies  of  the 
letters  which  had  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  myself,  wherein  this  day  was  fixed  upon  for  my 
introduction  to  his  Majesty ;  agreeably  to  that  arrange- 
ment, the  master  of  ceremooies  waited  on  nie  alone,  and 
accompanied  me  to  the  Secretary's  office,  fi*om  whence 
Lord  Caermanhen  accompanied  me  to  the  palace.  I  was 
in  a  very  short  time  introduced  to  the  King's  closet, 
where,  with  the  usual  ceretnony,  I  presented  my  letter  of 
credence  to  his  Majesty,  and,  after  a  few  minutes  conver- 
sation, retired.  I  have  only  time  to  observe.  Sir,  that  I 
was  introduced  with  every  necessary  formality,  and  re- 
ceived with  some  marks  of  attention. 

The  door  being  now  opened^  I  may,  perhaps,  soon  have 
it  in  my  power  to  form  some  opinion  respecting  the 
general  disposition  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  relative 
to  the  objects  of  my  mission,  of  which  you  may  expect 
the  earliest  communication. 

I  am,  &c.,      i 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN   ADAMS   TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Bath  Hotel,  Westmifister,  June  %  17S5. 

Dear  Sir, 

During  ray  interview  \^th  the  Marquis  of  Caerrt)arthen; 
/he  told  me  that  it  was  customary  for  every  foreign  Min- 
ister, at  his  first  presentation  to  the  King,  to  make  his 
Majesty  some  compliments  conformable  to  the  spirit  of 
bis  credentials ;  and  when  Sir  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer^ 
the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  came  to  inform  me  that 
be  should  accompany  me  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and 
to  Court,  he  said  that  every  foreign  Minister  whom  he 
had  attended  to  the  Queen  had  always  made  an  hsrrangue 
to  her  Majesty,  and  he  understood,  though  he  had  not 
been  present,  that  they  always  harangued  the  King. 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  the  Baron  de  Lynden  called 
upon  me,  and  said  he  came  frota  the  Baron  de  Nolfceuj 
and  had  been  conversing  upon  the  singular  situation  I 
was  sent  in,  and  agreed  in  opinion  that  it  was  indispensa- 
ble that  I  should  make  a  speech,  and  that  it  should  be 
as  complimentary  as  possible.  All  this  was  parallel  to  the 
advice  lately  given  by  the  (jount  de  Vergennes  to  Mr. 
Jefferson ;  so  that,  finding  it  was  a  custom  established  at 
both  tliese  great  Courts,  and  that  this  Court  and  the 
foreign  Ministers  expected  it,  I  thought  I  could  not  avoid 
it,  although  my  fim  thought  and  inclination  had  been^  to 
deliver  my  credentials  silently,  and  retire. 

At  one,  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  June,,  the  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  called  at  my  house,  and  went  with 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  in  Cleveland 
Row,  where  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  received 
me^  and  introduced  me  to  bis  under  Secretary,  Mr. 
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l^razier,  wlio  has  been^  as  bis  Lordsbip  said^  uninter* 
rupted  m  that  t)ffice,  tbrough  all  the  cbaoges  ia  admiois- 
iration  for  thirty  years,  having  first  been  ttppoioted 
by  the  Earl  of  HoidernesSt  After  a  short  coDversa- 
tiop  «poH  the, subject  of  jmporlittg  my  effects  from) 
Holland  and  France  free  of  d«ty,  which  Mr.  Frazier 
himself  introduced^  Lord  Caermarthen  invited  n)e  to 
y)  with  him  iahis  coach  to  Court.  When  we  arrived  in 
the  ante-Ghamber,  the  (Eil  de  BcRvf  of  St.  James'^, 
the  master  of  the  ceremonies  met  me^  and  attended  me, 
ivbile  the  Secretary  of  State  went  to  take  the  comms^nds 
of  t^e  Kiog.  While  I  stood  in  this  place,  where  it  seem£(. 
all  IMUnisters  s^and  upon  such  c^ccaBiQns,  always  attended^ 
hy  the  master  of  ceremonies,  the  rpom  very  full  of  Min- 
isters of  State,  Bishops,  and  all  other  sorts  of  courtiers, 
as  w^ell  as  the  next  room,  which  is  the  King's  bed-cham- 
ber, you  may  well  suppose  I  was  the  focus  of  all  eyes^ 
1  was  relieved,  however,  from  the  embarrassment  of  it, 
l^y  the  Swedish  and  Dutch  Ministers,  who  came  to  me, 
and  entertained  me  in  a -very  agreeable  conversation* 
•daring  the  whole  tifne^  Some  other  gentlemen,  whom  I| 
had  seen  b^ipre,  came  to  make  their  compliments  to  me^ 
until  the  Marqijiis  of  Caermarthen  returned  and  desired, 
me  to  go  with  him  to  his  Majesty.  I  went  with  his. 
Lordship  through  the  levee  room,  into  the  Eang's  closet. 
The  door  was  shut,  and  Iwas  left  with  bis  Majesty  and 
the.  Secretary  of  Sttite  «Ione.  i  made  the  three  reverr 
ences,  one  at  the  doer,  another  about  half- way,  and  the 
third  before  the  presence,  according  to  the  usajge  estab- 
lished at  this  s^d  aM  the  northern  Coijyrts  of  Europe,  and 
then  addressed  myself  to  his  Majesty  in  the  foUowin|^ 
words: 
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"Sir, 

"  The  United  States  of  America  have  appointed  me 
their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  your  Majesty,  and  have 
<firected  me  to  deliver  to  your  Majesty  this  letter,  which 
contains  the  evidence  of  it.  It  is  in  obedience  to  their 
express  commands  that  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  your 
Majesty  of  their  unairimoos  disposition  and  desire  to 
cultivate  the  most  friendly  and  liberalintercourse  betweenr 
your  Majesty's  subjects  and  their  citizens,  and  of  thenr 
best  wishes  for  your  Majesty's  health  and  happiness,  and* 
that  of  your  royal  family.  The  appointment  of  a  Min- 
ister from  the  United  States  to  your  Majesty's  Court  wil! 
form  an  epoch  in  the  history  of- England  and  of  America. 
I  think  myself  more  fortunate  than  all  my  fellow-citizens 
in  having  the  distinguished  honor  to  be  the  first  to  stand 
in  your  Majesty's  royal  presence  in  a  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, and  shall  esteem  myself  the  happiest  of  men  if  1 
can  be  instrumental  in  recommending  my  countrjr  more 
and  more  to  your  Majesty's  royal  benevolence,  and  of 
restoring  an  entire  esteem,  confidence,  and  affi?ction,  orj  in 
better  words,  the  old  good  nature  and  the  old  good 
humor  between  people  who,  though  separated  by  an- 
ocean,  and  under  diflTerent  Governments,  have  the  same 
language,  a  similar  religion,  and  kindred  blood: 

"  I  beg  your  Majesty's  permission  to  add,  that  although 
I  have  some  time  before  been  intrusted  by  my  country,  it 
was  never  in  my  whole  life  in  a  manner  so  agreeable  to 
myself." 

The  King  listened  to  every  word  I  said  with  dignity, 
but  with  an  apparent  emotion.  Whether  it  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  interview,  or  whether  il    was  my  visible 
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agitation,  (for  I  felt  tnore  than  I  did  or  could  express,) 
that  touched  him,  I  cannot  say ;  but  he  was  much  affect- 
ed, and  answered  me  with  more  tremor  tlnin  I  had  spoken 
with,  and  said : 

"Sir, 

The  circumstances  of  this  audience  are  so  extraordi- 
nary, the  language  you  have  now  held  is  so  extremely 
proper,  and  tfae  feelings  you  have  discovered  so  justly 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  that  I  must  say  that  I  not  only 
receive  with  pleasure  the  assurance  of  the  friendly  dis- 
positions of  the  United  States,  but  that  I  am  very  glad 
the  choice  has  fallen  upon  you  to  be  their  Minister.  I 
wish  you,  Sir,  to  believe,  and  that  it  may^  be  understood 
in  America,  that  I  have  done  nothing  in  the  late  contest 
but  what  I  thought  myself  indispensably  bound  to  do, 
by  the  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  people.  I  will  be  very 
frank  with  you.  I  was  the  last  to  consent  to  the  separa- 
tion ;  but  the  separation  having  been  made,  and  having 
bcfcome  inevitable,  I  have  always  said,  as  I  say  now,  that 
I  would  be  the  first  to  meet  the  friendship  of  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  pt)wer.  The  moment  I  see 
such  sentiments  and  language  as  yours  prievail,  and  a 
disposition  to  give^  to  this  country  the  preference,  that 
moment  I  shall  say,  let  the  circunistances  of  language, 
religion,  and  blood  have  their  natural  and  full  effect." 

I  dare  not  say  that  these  were  the  King's  precise 
words,  and  it  is  even  possible  that  I  may  have  in  some 
particular  mistaken  his  meaning;  for  although  his  pro- 
nunciation is  as  distinct  as  I  ever  heard,  he  hesitated 
some  time  between  his  periods,  and  between  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  same  periQd.    He  was  much  affected,  and  I 
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was  not  les$  so ;  and  therefore,  I  cannot  be  certain  that  I 
was  80  attentive,  heard  so  clearlyi  and  understood  so  per^* 
feetly,  as  to  be  confident  of  all  his  words  or  sense ;  and 
I  thiqk  that  all  which  he  said  to  me  should  at  present;  be 
kept  a  secret  in  America,  unless  his  Majesty  or  his 
Secretary  of  State  should  judge  proper  to  report  it.  This 
I  do  say,  that  the  foregoing  is  bis  Majesty's  meaning  as 
I  then  understood  it,  and  his  own  words  as  nearly  as  I 
can  recollect  tb^n)«  The  King  thea  asked  me  whether. 
I  came  last  from  France,  and,  upon  my  answering  in  th^ 
affirmative,  he. put  on  an  air  of  familiarity,  and,  smiling, 
or  rather  laughing,  said,  '^  There  is  an  opinion  among 
some  people  that  you  are  not  the  most  a(tacl)ed  of  all 
your  countrymen  to  the  manners  o(  France."  I  was  sur- 
prised at  tbis,  because  I  thought  it  ao  nidiscretion  and  a 
departure  from  true  dignity.  I  was  a  little  embarrassed^ 
but  determined  not  to  deny  the  truth  on  oqc  hand,  nor 
leave  him  la  infer  from  it  any  attachment  to  England  on 
the  otben  I  threw  off  as  much  gravity  as  I  could,  and 
assumed  an  air  of  gayety,  and  a  tone  of  decision,  as  far  as 
was  decent,  and  said,  '^  That  opinion,  Sir,  is  not  mistaken ; 
I  odust  avow  to  your  Majesty  I  have  no  attflcKment  I^Mt 
to  my  own  country."  The  King  replied^,  as  quk;k  as 
lightning,  ''An  honest  man  wilt  never  have  any  other." 
The  King  then  said  a  word  or  two  to  the  Secretary  of 
States  which,  being  between  them,  I  did  not  bear;  and 
then,  turned  and  bowed  to  me,  as  is,  customary  with  all 
Kings  and  Prinoest  whe&  they  give  the  signal  to  retire. 

I  retreated,  stepping  backward,  as  is  the  euquette?  aad^ 
mftking  my  last  reverence  at  the  door  of  the  chamber,  I 
went  my  way. 

"Bie  master  of  the  oetemonies  jomed  me  Uie  monoeot 
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of  my  cotniDg  out  of  the  King's  dotet^  and  aecompraied 
me  through  the  apffrtments  to  my  capptage.  I  have  been 
thus  miiifcite,  as  it  may  be  U9eful  toothers  hereafter. 
'  The  conversation  with  the  King,  Congress  will  form 
their  own  judgment  of.  I  may  expect  from  it  a  residence 
less  painful  than  I  once  expected,  as  so  marked  an  atten- 
tioti  frotn  die  King  wilt  sileneemany  grumblers ;  but  we 
can  infer  nothing  fKim  all  this  concerning  the  success  of 
my  mission.  There  are  a  train  of  other  ceremonies  to  go 
through  :  the  Qpeen,  and  visits  to  and  from  Ministers  and 
Ambassadors,  which  will  take  up  much  time,  and  i&tei>: 
rupt  me  in  my  endeavors  to  obtain  what  1  have  at  heart^-^ 
the  object  of  my  instructions.  It  is  thus  the  essence  of 
things  are  lost  in  ceremony  in*  every  country  of  Europe. 
We  must,  submit  to  what  we  cannot  aher.  Patience  is; 
the  only  remedy.  - 

With  great  respect,  fee, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Bath  Hotel,  Westminster,  June  6, 17^5. 
Dear  Sir, 
Colonel  Smith,  on  the  dd  of  this  month,  informed 
me  that  Colonel  Forrest  had  been  with  him,  in  behalf 
of  two  gentlemen  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  Calquhoun,  pri^ost 
of  th'at  city,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Brown,  who*  were  de- 
puted by  the  merchants  of  that  place  who  bad  debts  in 
America,  to  confer  with  the  creditors  in  Londbn  concern- 
ing an  application  to  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  toobtaii^ 
their  interposition  for  the  recovery  of  their  daims ;  but  that 
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haviQg  heard  of  the  uppoidtroent  to  a  Miaister  of  thb 
Court,  a&d  of  my  arrival,  they  were  desirous  of  seeing  me. 
I  desired  Colonel  Smith  to  inform  them  that  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  them  the  next  morning.  Accordingly,  on  the 
4th  they  came,  and  Mr.  Calquhoun  informed  me  of  ha 
errand,  and  said  that  he  was  very  glad  that  Congress  had 
appointed  a  Minister,  because  he  hoped  that  the  article  of 
debts  would  now  be  accommodated  to  mutual  satisfaction, 
without  any  application  on  their  part ;  and  he  shpuld  be 
glad  to  return  to  Scotland  without  m.akiog  any,  provided 
he  could  be  furnished  with  a  rea:soQable  apcount  to  give 
of  himself  to  his  constituents. 

I  told  him  I  was  obliged  to  him  for  having  given  me 
an  opportunity  to  see  him ;  that  the  merchants  of  Glas- 
gow must  be  sensible  we  were  but  just  emerged  from 
an  impoverishing  war,  in  which  there  had  been  a  gireat 
interruption  of  agricultupe  and  commerce^  and  a  still 
greater  destruction  of  property,  which  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult for  any  debtor,  and  impossible  for  many,  to  db- 
charge  their  debts  forthwith  ;  that  I  was  persuaded  there 
was  a  general  disposition  to  discharge  the  debts  as  fast 
as  it  could  be  done^  but  that  time  and  patience  were  as 
much  for  the  interest  of  the  creditors  as  the  debtors ; 
that  if  there  had  been  any  interposition  of  the  Govem- 
oaents  in  America,  it  had  been,  as  I  presumed,  solely 
with  a  view  of  giving  time  to  negotiate  an  explication  of 
the  article  of  the  treaty,  and  to  prevent  ^  the  imprudence 
of  hasty  creditors  from  hurting  themselves  as  well  as  the 
debtors,  to  no  good  end ;  that  one  principal  object  of 
my  mission  was  to  negotiate  this  affair  with  the  Minister ; 
and  although  I  was  not  authorized  by  the  debtors,  and 
could  not  be  ecpppwered  by  Congress,  to  treat  wit)i  the 
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ifnerdfaants  of  London  and  Glasgow,  they  might  depend 
upon  my  devoting  a  full  pmportion  of  my  time  to  this  sub- 
ject with  the  Ministry,  and  should  be  always  ready  to  hear 
any  proposals,  explanations,  or  arguments,  even  from 
individuals,  and  to  transmit  them  to  Congress,  if  they 
were  such  as  merited  attention ;  that  it  was  thought 
very  hard  and  unreasonable  in  America  that  interest 
should  be  insisted  on  during  the  war;  and  that  if  the 
creditors  could  be  brought  to  Consent  to  reKnquish  it, 
and  that  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed,  I  thought 
the  whole  might  be  arranged  to  niutuil  benefit  and  satis- 
faction ;  that  creditors  sliould  consider  that  there  was 
a  great  demand  for  clothing,*  ^tock,  and  utensils,  to  repair 
the  waste  of  war,  and  to  put  estates  into  a  condition  to 
produce,  and  to  set  commerce  in  motion ;  that  this, 
together  with  the  zeal  to  pay  as  much  of  their  debts  as 
possible,  had  already  raised  the  interest  of  money,  even 
to  an  alarming  height ;  that  it  must  be  better  to  allow 
ihe  debtor  time  to  turn  himself,  that  he  might  pay  all, 
rather  than  press  him  suddenly,  so  that  he  might  not  be 
able  to  pay  more  than  a  part;  that  if  property  were 
seized  upon  now,  it  might  i^ot  produce  half  its  value; 
whereas,  }eft  in  tlie  bands  of  the  present  posrsessor,  it 
would  enable  him  to  employ  it  to  such  advantage  as  to 
pay  his  debts  in  time.  .  . 

Mr.  Calquhoun  made  no  particular  reply  to  the  sub- 
ject of  interest,  but  said  the  merchants  of  Glasgow  were 
fully  sensible  of  the  circumstances  I  had  mentioned,  and 
*  were  vet*y  willing  to  wait,  and  they  were  desirous  of 
entering  into  some  agreement  that  the  debts  sliould  be 
paid  in  fiv6  years,  by  instalments,  one-fifth  in  a  year.  But 
they  were  alarmed  at  the  spirit  of  migration  into  Ae 
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wilderness  in  Aiuerica^  they  thought  it  wrong  to  be  re- 
strained from  arresting  the  person^  or  attacl;)ingjhe  pro- 
perty of  a  debtor,  whom  they  saw  about  to  remove  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  other  places,  where  they  pould  never  be 
come  at.  I  told  him  that  this  was  new  to  me,  but  that 
Kentucky,  and  all  other  new  settlements,  were  under 
the  laws  and  jurisdictioQ  of  some  State,  as  I  supposed ; 
and,  therefore,  the  debtor  and  bis  property  would  be 
within  the  reach  of  the  creditor  as  much  as  if  he  re- 
mained in^  the  cities  and  old  settlements ;  and,  as  those 
removals  commonly  advanced  the  fortunes  of  the  emi- 
grants, it  miglu  be  rather  a  benefit  totheir  creditors,  by 
increasing  the  ability  to  pay.  I  subjoined  that  there  were 
two  things  which  fell  very  hard  upon  the  debtors  in  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  J>Iew  York,  (for  be  had  mentioned 
these  particularly ;)  one  was,  the  great  number  of  negroes 
which  had  been  carried  away.  If  these  negroes  bad 
been  restored  according  to  the  treaty,  they  would  have 
been  at  work  to  earn  money  to  pay  their  masters'  debts. 
But  the  carrying  them  off  was  a  double  loss  to  the  owner ; 
and  the  holding  possession  of  the  po8t$  upon  the  frontiers 
had  kept  out  of  our  hands  a  valuable  tr^de,  which  would 
have  gone  a  great  way  to -enable  us  to  pay  our  debts. 

He  said  he  thought: it  a  very  foolish  thing  to  hold 
possession  of  the  posts,  &c. ;  that  he  would  venture  to 
return  to  Scotland,  and  would  take  no  more  jneasures 
about  applying  to  Parliament,  which  he  was  sensiUe 
must  excite  a  clamor;  and  he  hoped  the  merchants  of 
Glasgow  would  be  contented  to  wait.  He  seemed  to  be 
.well  pleased  with  the  conversation,  and  took  his  leave 
in  good.'hvimor ;  so  that  I  thipkit  very  lucky  that  so  noisy 
m  business  as  a  petitioa  to  ParHament  should  be  so  easily 
diverted  at  this  critical  moment. 
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But  I  am  unfortunate  in  another  respect,  as  my  Lord 
Caermartfaen  is  ill  of  a  fever,  so  that  I  shall  not,  I  fear, 
be  able  to  commence  conferences  with  him  upon  busi- 
ness so  soon  as  hoped.     No  time  shall  be  lost  by  me. 
Witb  gte^ii  and  sincere  esteem,  &c-, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


raOM  JOHN  J  AT  TO  >OHN  AVAMS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
Augusts,  1785.3 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  communicate  to 
Congress,  your  letters  of  the  15th  December,  1784,  13th 
and  24th  6f  April,  4th,  6tb,  7th,  8th,  13th,  29th  May, 
(which  enclosed  your  correspondence  with  Lord  Caer- 
mai^faen,)  30tfa  May,  and  1st  June. 

April  24th. — Congress  are  pleased  to  bear  that  you 
have  completed  the  Joan  in  Holland  ;  but  have  not  direct- 
ed me  to  say  any  thing  of  opening  a  new  one.  I  wish 
I  could  answer  you  that  the  Exertions  bf^he  States  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts  were  pro- 
portionate to  the  public  exigencies;  at  present,  they  are 
not;  but  we  flatter  ourselves  that  our  expectations  on 
chit  head  will  yet  be  realized,  and  that  tlie  different  legis- 
latures, at  their  ensuing  sessions,  Wilt  see  tlie  necessity  of 
adopting  more  efficient  measures  4han  have  Uiherto  been 
taken. 

I  am  entirely  of  opihIoQ  with  you;  that  the  people  of 
this  country  should,  by  a  pooetilioQs  observance  of  the 
treaty,  enaUe  you   to  insist  with    more  propriety  and 
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energy  on  |ts  being  kept  with  equal  good  faith  by  Bri- 
tain. The  case  of  the  refugees  is  a  delicate  sobject,  and 
my  sentiments  respecting  it  perfectly  correspond  with 
yours. 

The  obliging  terms  in  whiph  you  mentioned  my  ap* 
pointn>ent  to  this  office  demand  my  wai^mest  acknowledg 
ments.  Be  assured  my  endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting  so 
to  conduct  the  business  of  this  departmept,  as  to  confirm 
the  opihion  you  entertain  of  my  attention  to  it. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  demand  of  Mr. 
Longchamps  will  not  be  persisted  in. 

May  4th. — ^I  presume  you  will  not  receive  a  letter  of 
recall  from  your  legation  to  the  Hague,  until  a  successor 
shall  be  appointed.  Governor  Livingston  was  elected, 
but  declined  ;  and  the  answer  of  Gofemor  Rutledge,  who 
has  since  been  appointed,  b  not  yet  arrived.  Perhaps 
circumstances  may  admit  of  your  making  a  trip  to  the 
Hague,  to  take  leave  in  form  ;  if  not,  a  letter  mentioning, 
in  general  t^rms,  ihe  obstades  which  detain  you,  would 
probably  be  satisfactory  to  their  High  Migbtioesses. 

The .  calamities  experienced  and  apprehended  by 
France,  from  the  unseasonable  weather  of  the  late  spring, 
are  severe,  and  must  naturally  have  the  tendency  you 
remark.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  this  country  enjoys 
a  plentiful  harvest.  .  .       . 

May  8th. — ^If  Britain  should  object  to  the  powers  of 
Congress  to  form  treaties  of  commerce,  it  will  probably 
be  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  There  is  no  reason  to 
suspect  that  the  different  States  even  wish  to  send  Min- 
isters to  foreign  powers  in  any  other  way  than  the  one 
directed  by  the  confederatioD.  Nor  is  it  more  probable 
that  Congress  will  refer  their  proper  business  to  tlie 
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deliberation  and  discussion  of  the  different  legislatures; 
for  such  references  would  sap  the  foundation  of  federal 
goyernment.  Whether  any^  and  what,  measures  may  be 
neces^ryto  obriate  the  difficohies  you  allude  to  on  those 
points,  will  best  be  decided  when  the  nature  and  extent 
of  them  can  be  ascertained.  Your  conferences  with  the 
Minister  will  soon  put  you  in  capacity  to  remove  all 
doubts  on  that  h^ad. 

May  13tb. — ^The  attention  paid  you  by  the  Duke  of 
Dorset  strikes  nle  as  marks  of  his  good  sense ;  and  the 
caucious  manner  in  which  be  compared  notes  with  yoo 
shows  that  much  is  not  to  be  expected  from  his  frank- 
ness ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  intentions  of  his  Court 
as  to  our  frontiers,  &c.|  and  in  whatever  degree  of  silence 
and  mystery  they  may  wish  to  involve  their  designs, 
your  first  conversation  with  the  Minister  on  those  heads 
must  furnish  you  at  least  with  a  clew  to  them. 

The  expenses  of  the  presentation  of  yourself  and 
family  will  doubtless  be  considerable,  and  I  have  long 
been  of  opinion  that  your  salary  is  not  equal  to  what  the 
expenses  of  a  Minister  ought  to  be ;  for  custom  and 
fashion  often  exact  a  tribute  which,  however  just  and 
virtuous  to  refuse,  is  often  very  expedient  to  pay.  In 
short,  y<Kir  salary  is  more  than  what  a  private  gentlendan 
may  with  care  live  decently  upon,  but  is  less  than  is 
neeessary  to  enable  you  to  live  as  other  Mioisten  usually 
and  generally  do.  Whether.  Congress  will  maker  any 
alterations  io  this  respect,  is  very'  uncertain.  There  are 
men  in  all  the  Scites  who  make  a  merit  of  saving  money 
in  atnall  matters,  without  suffioientty  attending  to  the 
comsequenoes  of  it. 

May  29tb«-^  congmtukite  you    tincer^  on  your 
Vol.  IV.— 14 
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arrival  4n  London,  and  think  you  were  very  right  in 
settling  all  matters  of  etiquette  v«fitb  the  Marquis  of  Caer- 
marthen  previous  to  your  presetttation^  A  letter  of 
credence  to  the  Queen  was,  I  believe,  neither  hearcl  nor 
thought  of  here.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  make  fur- 
ther inquiries  respecting  that  matter  ;  so  that  we  may 
form  some  judgmisnt  of  the  usual  tenor  and  contents  of 
such  letters.  I  wish  you  had  informed  me  whether  such 
a  letter  could,  with  propriety,  yet  be  sent  you,  or  whether 
it  would  be  better  to  be  silent  about  the  omission,  and 
only  take  care  not  to  repeat  it  on  a  future  occasion. 
Your  opinion  would  be  the  more  decisive,  because  you 
may  learn  with  certainty  whether  such  a  letter  is  yet 
expected  from  Congress.  At  any  rate,  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  give  assurances  that  the  onrission  proceeded 
not  from  want  of  respect,  but  for  want  of  information ; 
for  that,  undoubtedly,  was  the  fact.  . 
,  May  30th. — Your  comtpunicating  to  the  Danish-Min- 
ister a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  2lSt  March  was 
rendered  very  prpper  by  M*  de  St;.  Sapborin's  having 
been  recalled. 

.  On  the  25th  March  last,  the  papers  )H)u  alluded  to, 
respecting  the  Morocco  business,  were  forwarded  to  Cap- 
tain Lamb,  by  a  messenger  whom  he  sent  for  them.  At 
what  time  exactly  he  sailed,  I  am  not  informed  ;  though 
I  am  persuaded  it  must  have  been  very  soon  after  the 
return  of  his  messenger* 

V  June  1st.— rlt  gives  nie  pleasure  to  hear  that  your 
reception  at  St.  James's  wjis  3uch  as^you  represent  it.  I 
6atter  myself  .that  the  difficulties  you  expect  to  encoun- 
ter will  be  surrhounted,  by  the  like  address  apd  temperate 
perseverance  which  gave  success  16  yoor  negotiations  in 
Holland. 


DlPLOldATIC  COBRESPONDEICCE.  211 

I  hope  by  tbe-n^xt  conveyance  to  be  enabled  to  com- 
municate to  you  some  directions  of  Congress  respecting 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  yourself  and  the  other 
public  Ministers  and  servants  in  Europe.  I  made  t 
report  on  that  subject  to  Congress  the  1st  April  last, 
which  is  still  under  their  consideration. 
*  You  will  receive  some  of  our  latest  newspapers>  and 
the  journal  of  Congress  from  the  1st  March  to  19th 
June  last. 

I  have  the  horror  to  be,  &c.,  i 

,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN   Ai>AMS   TO   JOHN   JAV. 

Bath  Hotel,  Westminster,  June  10, 1785. 
Sir, 
Yesterday,  the  9th  of  the  month,  I  was  presented  to 
the  Queen,  by  my  Lord  Aylesbury,  her  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain,  having  been  attended  to  his  Lordship  and  introduced 
to  him  by  the  master  of  the  ceremonies.  The  Queen 
was  attended  by  her  ladies,  and  I  made  my  compliments 
to  her  Majesty  in  the  following  words : 

"Madam,  ^ 

^'  Among  the  many  circumstances  which  have  rendered 
my.  niission.  to  bis  Majesty  desirable^o  me,  I  have  ever 
considered  it  as  a  principal  one,  that  I  should  have  an 
opportunity; of  making  my  court  to  a  great  Queen,  whose 
royal  virtues  and  talents  have  ever  been  acknowledged 
and  admired  in  Ameried,  as  well  as  in  all  nations  of 
Europe  j  as  an  example  to  Princesses  and  the  glory  of 
her  sex.    Permit  me.  Madam,  t0  recommend  to  ycnir 
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Majesty's  royal  goodness  a  rising  ea(ipire  and  an  ihfiint 
Tkgin  world.  Another  Europe,  Madam,  is  rinng  in 
America.  To  a  pbilosopliioal  mind  like  your  Majes- 
ty's, there  cannot  be  a  more  pleasing  conlemfda&m 
than  this  prospect  of  doubFing  the  human  c^eoies,  and 
augmenting,  at  the  same  time,  their  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. It  will  in  fatnre  ages  be  thd  glory  of.  these  king- 
doms to  have  peopled  that  country,  and  to  have  sown 
there  those  seeds  of  science,  of  liberty,  of  virtue,  and 
permit  me.  Madam,  to  add,  of  fuety,  which  alone  consti- 
tute the  prosperity  of  nations^  and  the  happiness  of  the 
haman  race. 

^^  After  venturing  upon  such  high  insinuations  to  your 
Majesty,  it  seems  to  be  descending  too  far,  to  ask,  as  I  do, 
your  Majesty's  royal  indulgence  to  a  person,  who  is 
indeed  unqualified  for  courts,  and  who  owes  his  eleva- 
tion to  his  distinguished  honor  of  standing  before  yQur 
Majesty,  not  to  any  circumstances  of  illustrious  birth, 
fortune,  or  abilities,  but  merely  to  an  ardent  devotion  to 
his  native  country,  and  some  little  industry  and  perse- 
verance in  her  service." 

The  Queen  answered  me  in  these  words :  "  I  thank 
you.  Sir,  for  yonr  civilities  to  me  and  my  family .  and  am 
glad  to  see  you  in  this  country." 

The  Queen  then  asked  me  if  I  had  provided  myself 
with  a  house.  Lanswered,  I  have  agreed  for  one.  Madam, 
tiiis  morning.  She  then  made  her  courtesy,  and  I  made 
my  reverence  asid  retired  into  the  drawing-room,  when 
the  King,  Queos,  Princess  Hoyal,  and  the  younger  Prio-* 
tess,  her  sister,  all  spoke  tx)  me  very  obli^ogly.  I  at- 
tended until  the  drawing-room  was  over,  and  then  r^cam- 
ed  home*  .  w 
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It  has  been  necessary,  in  order  to  guard  against  false 
reports  aad  malicious  fictions,  to  reduce  to  writing  what 
was  said  in  my  audience  of  the  King  and  Queen  ;  and  ii 
ib  the  custom  of  all  Ministers  to  transmit  these  complimenta 
to  tlieir  Courts. 

,  I  transmit  them  to  you  in  cipher,  that  they  may  b^ 
exposed  to  as  lotle  criticism  as  possible.  Aa  stbe  Court 
kaew  very  well'ibat  the  ^yes  of  all  nations  were  fixed 
Upon  these  audrences,  it  may  be  f^rly  conchided  from 
them  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  royal  family  and  of 
Ministers  to  treat  America  like  other  foreign  powers ;  but 
our  inferences  can  go  no  farther.  We  cannot  tnfer  front 
thi3  thdt  they  will  relax  their  navigation  act  for  us,  fmf 
taore  than  for  France.  We  are  sure  of  one  thing :  that  a 
navigation  act  is  in  our  power,  as  Well  as  in  theirs,  and 
that  ours  will  be  mor6  hurtful  to  them  than  to  us.  la 
short,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  calculate  to  what  a  height 
of  naval  power  a  liavigation  act  will  raise  the  United  States 
in  a  few  yean?. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FHOM   JOHN   ADAMS   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Westminster,  ivLvie  17, 1785. 
Sir, 

At  tfiree  o'clock,  accprdmg  ;o  appointment,  I  went  to 
the,  Secretary  of  State'^  office,  in  Cleveland  Row,  St. 
James's,  and  was  immediately  received  by  the  Marquia 
of  Caermarthen. 

His  Lordsliip  began  the  cpnversation,  by  saying 'that 
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he  could  answer  for  himself,  and  he  believed  for  the  rest 
of  the  King's  servants,  that  they  were  sincerely  desirous 
of  cultivating  the  most  cordial  friendship  with  America, 
and  for  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  for  dissipating 
every  little  animosity  that  might  remain  among  indivi- 
duals. In  return,  I  told  his  Lordship  that  I  was  glad 
to  hear  such  assurances  from  him  and  the  other  Minis- 
ters, and  that  1  was  very  conBdent  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  had  correspondent  dispositions,  and  that  I 
had  sanguine  hopes  that  in  a  short  time  all  remaining 
difficulties  would  be  amicably  settled  ;  that,  to  this  end,  I 
tras  charged  by  Congress  with  several  particularrs,  which 
had  hitherto  given  some  uneasiness,  but  which,  upoa  a 
candid  discussion,  might  be  easily  accommodated,  aid  I 
hoped,  to  mutual  satisfaction.  That  there  were  six  prin- 
cipal points  to  be  discussed  with  his  Lordship  :  the  first, 
and  perhaps  the  most  pressing,  was  the  posts  and  terri- 
tories within  the  limits  of  tiie  United  States,  which  were 
stni  held  by  British  garrisons;  the  exportation  of  ne- 
^groes,  and  other  American  property,  which,  by  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  not  to  be  exported; 
the  tendency  of  the  restrictions  on  our  trade  to  inca- 
pacitate our  merchants  to  make  remittances  to  theirs ;  the 
losses  of  our  merchants,  as  well  as  tl^eirs,  if  we  were 
unseasonably  pressed  for  the  payment  of  debts  contract- 
ed before  the  war ;  the  construction  of  the  armistice  of 
20th  January,  1783,  and  the  decision  of  questions  of 
captures  made  after  the  expiration  of  the  month ;  and 
the  liquidation  of  the  charges  of  prisoners  of  war. 
These  were  the  general  heads.  The  great  question  of 
the  commerce  between  the  countries  involving  so  many 
interests,  and  those  of  so  important  and  so  permanent  a 


nature,  roight  be  attended  with  the  most  difficulties,  aod 
require  the  longest  time  to  be  adjusted ;  but  all  the 
others  appeared  to  be  so  clear  and  easy,  that  1  hoped 
they  might  soon  be  finished ;  that,  however,  having  barely 
opened  to  bis  Lordship  the  principal  matters  of  negoti- 
ation, I  should  not  enlarge  upon  all  of  them  at  present. 
-  That  the  debts  seemed  to  be  a  leading  point,  because 
thf  y  were  intimately  connected  with  all  the  others.  The 
withholding  the  posts,  the  exportation  of  so  many  ne 
groes,  the  restrictions  on  our  trade,  the  misconstruction  of 
the  amKistice,  and  the  delay  of  liquidating  the  chaises  of 
prisoners,  had  all  contributed  very  much  to  obstruct  o^r 
merchants  in  their  honest  exertions  to.  discharge  th^ir 
debts  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain ;  that  it  could 
not  be  unknown  to  his  Lordship,  that  the  withholding  the 
posts  had  withheld  from  our  merchants  a  very  profitable 
fur  trade,  which  we  justly  considered  as  our  right ; 
that  the  Airs  which  would  have  been  obtained,  if  the 
posts  had  been  in  our  hands,  would  have  come  to  England 
in  payment  of  debts  to  the  amount  probably  of  several 
hundred  thousand  pounds;  and  his  Lordship  must  be 
sensible  th^t  one  hxindr^d  thousand  pounds  a  year 
nf)orc  would  have  gone  a  great  way  towards  contenting 
the  creditors  of  this  country  ;  that  it  was  impossible  to 
say  what  a  difiS^ence  bad  been  made  by  carrying  away 
the  negroes,  which  belonged  chiefly  to  the  southern 
States,  and,  if  the  treaty  had  been  observed,  would  have 
been  at  work  on  their  masters'  plantations;  so  that  ioot 
Hxdy  their  ^ original  value,  but  their  Ubor,  had  been  lost; 
all  of  which  n^ight  arid  ought  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
payment  of  debts;  that  it  was  well  known  that  a  num«- 
jser  of  vakiable  vessels  had  been  taken  upon  the  coast  of 
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America,  after  ihe  expimtion  of  the  inonlh,  and  9$  yejt 
withheld  frono  the  owners,  who  were  all  probably  debtr 
ors,  whifch  had  incapaQilated  them   so  far  10  pay  ;   that 
there  was  supposed  to  be  a  large  balance  in  our  fevor  19 
iiie  account  of  the  chargesof  prisoners,  which,  being  with- 
held, operated  still  to  disable  us,  to  that   amount,  to  do 
as  we  desired  to  do ;  that  from  all  that  I  might  be  sup- 
posed  to  know  of  the  character  of  the  people  of  the 
Uoited  States,  and  from  all  the  intelligence  Icould  gather 
from  all  parts  of  them,  I  was  persuaded  that  nothing  lay 
with  greater  weight  upon  their  minds  than  the  payment 
of  their  debts;  that  they  thought  their  moral  characters^ 
and  their  reputation  as  men,  fis  well   as  tl>eir  credit   as 
merchants,  concerned  in  it;   that   their  zeal    to  make 
remittances  had  been   such  as   to  raise  the  interest  of 
money  to  double  its  usual  standard  ;  to  advance  the  price 
of  bills  of  exchange  to  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par, 
and  to  raise  even  the  prices  of  the  produce  of  the  country 
to  almost  double  its  usual  standard ;  that  bis  Lordship 
well  knew  we  had  no  other  mines  of  gold  and  silver  than 
our  lands  and  seas ;   that  large  sums  of  the  circulating 
cash  we  had,  have  been  remitted  to  England  in  specie, 
and  as  much  produce  as  could   be  purchased   at   almost 
any   rate,  .but  that  this   produce   lay   in   magazines  in 
London,  because  it  would  not  fetch  the  price  that  was 
given   for  it  in  America ;   that  the  people   of  America 
were  m'neteeri-twentietbs  of  them  farmers  ;  that  these  had 
sold  their  produce  dearer,  and  purchased   the  manufac- 
turei  of  Europe  cheaper,  ^inqe  the  peace,  than  ever ;  but 
that  the  situation  of  the  merchants,  both  in  America  a(Kl 
m  England,  had  been,  and  continMed  lo  be,  very  distress- 
ing.    No  political  arrangements  having  been  made,  they 
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bad  all  expected  that  the  tr^de  would  return  t6  its  old 
cbaonels,  a&d  nearly  under  tbe  same  regulations.  But 
they  had  been  ,  disappointed ;  Britbh  merchants  had 
made  lar^  advaoces,  and  American  merchants  coutracted 
krge  debts,  both  depending  upon  remittapces  in  the  usual 
artioles^and  upoa  the  old  terms ;  but  both  had  found  them* 
selves  disappointed,  and  it  was  much  to  be  feared  that 
tbe  consequence  would  be  numerous  fiiilures.  That  the 
cash  and  bills  had  been  chiefly  remitted,  to  the  great  lost 
and  danger  to  the  country  ;  that  remittance?  could  not  be 
mAde  as  heretofore,  by  reason  of  obstructions,  restrictions, 
afid  imposts  laid  by  Great  .Britain  on  our  exports  to  Great 
Britain ;  that  neither  rice,  tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  turpen- 
tine, ships,  oil,  nor  other  articles,  the  great  sources  of 
remittances  formerly,  could  now  be  sent  as  heretofore ; 
and  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies,  formerly  a  va§t  source 
of  remittance^  was  now  obstructed;  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, if  the  debtor  should  be  imtnediately  pressed 
by  his  British  creditor,  it  would  be  a  certain  loss  to 
both  ;  that  it  was  apprehended,  among  a  number  of  cred* 
itors,  there  might  be  some,  perhaps  many,  influenced  by 
strong  passions,  by  keen  avidity,  or  by  personal  resent- 
metit,  who  might  rashly  make  use  of  the  law  to  the  ruin 
of  bis  debtor,  without  being  able,  however,  to  recover 
much  of  his  debt.  Here  bis  Lordsbip  interrupted  me, 
and  said,  ^'I  have  seen  one*  jremarkable  instance  of  tbe 
violence  and  unreasonableness  of  private  resentment, 
when  Mr.  Chase  was  here  from  Maryland,  in  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Maryland  stock;  Mr.  Chase  produced 
from  tbe  Legislature  of  Maryland  authority  to  m$ke  fiiU 
compensation  to  a  relation  of  that  trustee  from  an  estate 
that  had  been  confiscated ;  but  he  would  not  accept  it, 


218  JOHN  ADAMS— JOHN  JAY. 

though  I  toW  him  he  would  not  be  ^ble  to  prevent  the 
claim  of  Maryland,  but  would  probably  hurt  his  own 
interest  or  that  of  his  relation."  I  told  his  Lordship  I 
had  yesterday  rec^eived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Paca,  the 
Governor  of  Maryland,  relative  to  the  claim  of  that 
State,  and  should  be  glad  to  do  them  any  service  with 
his  Liordship  or  elsewhere,  respecting  that  affair ;  that 
^f  his  Lordship  gave  their  full  weight  to  all  these  con- 
siderations, he  mast  see  the  motives  and  the  necessity  of 
restraining  the  impetuosity  of  creditors.  His  Lordship 
then  read  me,  from  a  late  petition  to  him  from  the  mer- 
chants, an  account  of  a  bill  lately  brought  into  the  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia,  for  paying  the  debts  by  >  instalments, 
which  he  undertood  had  been  lost  by  a  sudden  storm  or 
frost.  The  merchants  complained  of  the  cutting  off  the 
interest  during  the  war,  of  the  long  term  of  year^  and 
of  the  restraint  from  preventing  the  alienation  of  pro- 
perty, or  of  removal  of  debtors  into  the  wilderness. 

His  Lordship  heard  me  very  attentively,  and  said  that 
be  hoped  we  should  be  able,  with  patience  and  time,  to 
adjust  all  these  things,^  that  we  should  probably  meet 
with  many  rubs  in  our  way ;  that  passion  and  private 
interest  would  sometimes  be  in  out  way,  on  both  sides  ; 
but  while  the  Ministers  on  both  sides  could  keep  right, 
he  should  think  we  might  succeed;  for  his  part,  he  was 
for  attending  to  every  consideration,  and  giving  it  Its  just 
weight,  and  he  desired  me  to  give  him,  in  writing,  some- 
thing to  be^n  upon.  He  thought  the  affair  of  the  posts 
the  most  pressing,  and  wished  I  would  begin  with  that. 
I  told  his  Lordship  that  I  would  let  him  know,  betT^en 
him  and  me,  that  I  had  instructions  to  require  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  posts  and  surrender  of  all  our  territory,  but 
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Wished  to  conduct  the  business  with  all  the  delicacy  that 
was  possible,  and,  therefore,  I  wished  rather  to  inquire 
6(  his  Lordship  what  were  the  intentions  of  his  Majes- 
ty*s  Ministers,  and  whether  they  had  already  expedited 
Orders  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  &c.  His  Lord- 
ship said  I  must  give  him  my  inquiries  in  writing,  that  he 
might  have  a  ground  for  making  those  inquiries  himself, 
as  it  was  an  afiair  in  another  department.  I  agreed, 
accordingly,  to  niake  an  office  of  it. 

I  shall,  at  first,  confine  myself  to  decent  inquiries 
concerning  the  orders  given,  or  to  be  given;  and  if  I 
receive  positive  assurances  that  explicit  orders  are  gone 
to  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  Canada 
to  evacuate  all  the  posts  and  territories,  I  shall  content 
myself  to 'wait;  but  if  I  do  not  obtain  such  explicit  as- 
surances, I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  present  a  memorial, 
with  a  decent  but  firiq  requisition.  I  shall  transmit  to 
you.  Sir,  every  step  of  my  progress;  but  I  find  it  very 
tedious,  and  fear  you  will  find  it  more  so,  to  transmit 
particular  circumstances  in  detail ;  when  one  looks  over 
again  a  letter  in  which  he  has  attempted  it,  he  finds  a 
multitude  of  things  omitted,  or  but  half  represented. 
With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  a  circumstance  of  some  conseiquence. 
His  Lordship  said  he  had  seen  In  the  gazettes  some 
proceedings  at  Boston,  which  he  was  very  sorry  to  see ; 
I  answered,  that  I  had  seen  them  in  the  same  gazettes, 
as  I  supposed,  and  had  no  more  authentic  account  of 
them;  that  thad  no  authority  to  say  any  thing  officially 
about  tbem,  but,  as  an  individual,  I  might  say  that  the 
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observatioDS  I  had  just  had  the  honor  to  make  to  his  Lord- 
ship conceroiog  the  state  of  the  commerqe  between  the 
two  countries^  would  be  sufficient  to  explain  to  his  Lord- 
ship the  motives  to  those  proceedings,  and  to  cQoVii^ce  his 
Ijordship  of  the  probability  of  such  sentiments  and  pro- 
ceedings becoming  general  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  alienating  the  commerce  of  that  country  from  this, 
either  by  increasing  manufactures  in  America,  or  opening 
new  channels  of  commeice  with  other  countries,  which 
might  easily  be  done,  unless  some  arrangements  were, 
made  which  might  facilitate  remittances.  It  was  so  ob- 
viously the  true  policy  of  this  country  to  facilitate  remit- 
tances from  America,  and  to  encourage  every  thing  we 
could  send,  as  the  Americans  think,  that  when  they  find 
remittances  discouraged,  impeded,  and  even  prohibited, 
it  was  natural  to  expect  they  would  be  alarmed,  and 
begin,  to  look  out  for  other  resources;  that  my  fellow- 
citizens  were  very  confident  they  had  the  power  in.  their 
own  hands  to  do  themselves  justice,  as  soon  as  they 
should  find  it  denied  them  here ;  but  I  hoped  the  diffi- 
culties would  all  be  removed  here.  The  whole  confer- 
ence was  condupted  with  perfect  good-humor,  and,  on 
the  part  of  his  Lordship,  with  perfect  politeness. 

■—"»»»#  e 

FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHJJ  ADAMS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     \ 
(     ^  August  26,  1785.  y 

Dear  Sir, 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  your  letters  of 
Sd,  Mii  and.nth  Juite  last,  hjive  been  received,  and  were 
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this  day  laid  hefate  Congress,  who,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
read  them  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  I  have  dooe. 
You  have  been  in  a  situatk>n  that  required  much  circum- 
spection. I  think  you  have  acquitted  yourself  in  a  roan- 
ner  that  does,  you  honor. 

The  vessel  that  is  to  carry  this  sails  in  the  mominfg ; 
so  that,  at  present,  I  can  only  add  my  best  wishes,  and 
assure  you  that  ' 

I  am,  &«M 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report  of  Secretary  Jay^  on  his  letter  of  instruction  to 
the  American  Minister  at  London. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     "> 
June  2»,  1785.  3 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  his  letter  of 
the  I9th  ult.,  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, reports  thereupon. 

That,  in  bis  opinion,  it  would  be  advisable  to  permit 
your  Secretary  to  write  a  letter  of  the  following  tenor,  in 
ciphers,  and  by  a  private  band,  to  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  London, 
viz: 

Sir, 

It  is  roQTe  than  probable  that  this  letter  will  find  you  in 
London. 

The  manner  of  your  reception  at  ihat  Courts  and  its 
temper,  views,  ^  dispositioB  respecting  American  objects, 
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are  matters  concerning  whioh  particular  information 
might  be  no  les&  usefal  than  it  is  interesting.  Your  let- 
ters will,  I  am  persuaded,  remove  all  suspense  on  those 
points. 

While  men  or  States  are  influenced  by  their  passions 
and  their  interests  alternately,  without  having  reduced 
their  pursuit  of  either  to  system,  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
dict which  of  those  motives  will  [preponderate  on  certain 
occasions,  and  render  certain  combinations  of  chcum- 
stances. 

Hence  it  is  uncertain  how  far,  and  in  what  instances, 
the  national  ill  temper  of  Britain  towards  this  country 
may  lead  that  kingdom  to  gratify  it,  at  the  expense  of  a 
more  conciliating  and  advantageous  policy. 

It  is  well  known  that  these  countries,  prior  to  the  late 
war,  carried  on  a  valuable  trade  with  Honduras  and 
Campeacby,  and  employed  above  one  hundred  vessels 
in  exchanging,  at  the  Etiglish  settlements,  beef,  pork, 
and  other  kinds  of  provision,  for  logwood,  mahogany, 
sarsaparilla,  &c. 

It  being  the  policy  of  Spain  to  keep  other  nations 
at  a  distance  from  their  American  dominions,  she  beholds 
these  settlements  with  pain  and  jealousy. 

The  uneasiness  which  subsists  at  present  between 
those  two  nations  on  that  subject,  seems  to  offer  us  an 
opportunity  of  negotiating  with  the  English  for  a  partka- 
pation  in  their  right  to  cut  logwood,  or  at  least  to  trade 
with  them  ^s  formerly. 

They  may  perhaps  think  it  expedient  to  strengthen 
their  footing  in  those  parts  by  interesting  us  in  the 
advantages  resulting  from  their  continuing  to  maintain  it. 

It  would  not  l)e  difficult  for  you  to  sound  the  Minis- 
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ter  so  effectually,  and  yet  circumspectly,  on  this  head,  as 
to  enable  you  to  discern  his  disposition  and  sentiments 
on  the  one  hand,  and  yet  avoid  committing  either  Con- 
gress or  yourself  on  the  other,  as  the  experiment, 
whether  successful  or  not,  can  cost  little ;  as,  in  the  one 
event,  it  may  produce  good,  and  in  the  other,  no  inconve- 
niences can  follow,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  make 
it..  "^  . 

.  Various  considerations,  of  which  I  am  sUre  you  are 
apprized,  reader  it  necessary  to  manage  this  matter  with 
caution  and  secrecy,  as  well  on  account  of  those  with 
wboiQ  you  may  have  to  negotiate,  as  of  those  who  may 
eventually  be  affected,  or  think  themselves  so,  by  the 
issue.  ' 

The  English  and  their  Minister  do  not  like  us;  and 
you  know  dislike  and  disgust,  whether  well  or  ill  founded^ 
always  oppose,  and  frequently  exclude,  both  confidence  and 
candor ;  In  such  cases,  thereforoi  constant  provision  and 
much  circumspection  are  requisite. 

Your  knowledge  of  Spain,  and  the  politi<^al  relation  in 
which  she  stands  to  us  and  to  others,  make  it>  unnecessary 
to  observe  that  the  measure  in  question  would,  if  hoown, 
meet  with  strong,  if  not  open,  opposition  from  that,  and 
probably  from  other  quarters. 

I  shall  write  another  official  letter  to  you  by  this  con- 
reyance,  aQd  am,  with  great  respe(?t  and  esteem,  Sec, 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congjress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Bath  Hotel,  Westminster,  June  2^,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  the!  ninth  article  of  the  confederation,  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  have  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  and  power  of  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances, 
provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  madcf, 
whereby  the  legislative  power  of  the  respective  States  shall 
be  restrained  from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on 
foreigners  as  their  own  people  are  objected  to,  or  from 
prohibiting  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  species  of 
goods  or  commodities  whatsoever. 

I  have  ventured,  Sir,  in  some  former  letters  to  you, 
notwithstanding  the  delicacy  of  tampering  with  the  con- 
federation, to  suggest  to  your  t^onsideration'  whether  it 
may  not  be  necessary  fdr  the  States  to  reconsider  this 
proviso,  and  give  to  Congress  unlimited  authority  to  en- 
ter into  treaties  of  commerce  with  foreign  powers,  at  least 
for  a  limited  term  of  years.  1  have  also  inquired  whether 
it  might  not  be  necessary  for  the  States  to  confer  upon 
Congress  authority  to  regulate  the  external  commerce  of 
all  the  members  of  the  confederation  for  a  like  ter»  of 
years. 

If  the  States  sluyuld  hesitate  at  this,  I  atn  persuaded 
they  would  readily  comply  with  recommendations  of 
Congress  to  this  effect.  For  example,  if  Congress 
should  recommend  to  the  Le^atures  of  the  States  to 
lay  duties*— heavy  duties — upon  all  British  vessels  enter- 
ing into  or  clearing  out  of  their  ports,  especially  upon  all 
vessels  coming,  from  or  bound  to  the  West  India  islands, 
Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  or  Newfoundland,  and  upon  all 
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iperGbandises  hnported  from^  or  erported  tO;  any  ports 
of  the  Britisli  domioioDS,  I  caa.  seareeljr  doubt  that 
every  legislature  would  imme^jliately  comply ;  and^  by 
this  means,  our.  own  navigaiioQ  would, be  encouraged, 
Slid  the  British  discouraged,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  com- 
pel the  British  Government  to^  enter  into  an  equitable 
treaiy.  Nay,  I  cannot  doobt  the  readiness  of  the  States  to 
conaply  with  a'  recotnmendation  of  Congress,  wholly  to 
prohibit  British  vessels  and  merchandises* 

Although  I  have  been  received  here,  apd  continue  to 
be  treated,  ^ith  all  the  distinction  wbieb  is  due  to  the 
rank  and  title  you  have  given  me,  tiiere  is,  nevertheless, 
a  reserve,   which   convinces  nte  that  we  shall  bare  no 
treaty  of  commerce  until  this  nation  is  made  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  it.     I  am  every  day  astonished  at  the  igno- 
rance of  all  ranks  of  people  of  the  relation  between  this 
country  and  ours.     Cui  bona  1  they  cr)'.     To  what  end  a 
treaty   of  commerce,   when  we  are  sure   of  as.mucb 
American  trade  as  we  have  oooasion  for,  without  it  ?   The 
experiment  has  been   tried,  and   the   American's   have 
found   that  they  cannot  supply  themselves   elsewhere. 
There  must  be  jMidjiro  gtw>;^and  what  have  the  United 
States  to  give  in  exchange  for  the  liberty  of  going,  in 
their  own  ^hips  to  Our  sugar  colonies,  toA  bur  colonies 
upon  the  continent?     These  smart  reasoners  are  answer- 
ed: The  Americans  allow  Britons  to  come  in  their  own 
vessels  to  all  their  port^  in  the  United  States,  and  this  is 
more  than  a  quid  for  your  ^t<e;    This  is  the  true  reci- 
procity ;  and  while  we  alk>w  you  this  liberty,  we  have  a 
right  to  demand  it  in  return.    But,  replies  the  Briton, 
you  cannot  avoid  this ;  you  have  no  .G(^emnient ;  you 
cannot  agree  to  prohibit  oor  thipeand  goods,  or  to  lay 
Vol,  IV. — 15^ 
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doties  on  them.  Then,  says  tbe  Amerioftn,  you  ^ve  up 
the  argument  of  recipiocity ;  you  confess  that  you  ato 
not  willing  to  idlow  us  a  ^id  for  your  quo,  and  that  you 
are  disposed  to  take  adv^age  of  our  supposed  diauniooy 
to  get  unequal  benefits  from  u$ ;  but  you  will  find  .yooxv. 
selves  disappointed  in  tbis  disunion  that  you  bfiiki  m 
much  upon,  i  nothing  but  too  much  good  nature  to  you, 
and  too  high  tn  opinion  qf  your  wisdom,,  has  prevented 
the  States,  hitherto,  from  uniting  in  a  reciprocal  discour* 
agement  of  your  ships  and  goods ;  but  when  the  Ameri- 
cans find  themselves  deceived,  you  will  sooq  see  tfaeoi 
too  much  united  for  your  purposes.  Such  have  been  the 
dialogues  in  conversation  for  a  year  or  Iwo,  and  thesis 
ignorant  sophisms  of  the  Britons  will  never  be  confined 
to  any  efiect  until  vigorous  nieasures  are  taken  by  a)l 
the  States  in  concert.  Whatever  measures  are  taken,  I 
shouM  recommend  them^  to  be  taken  gpop  this  express 
proviso-^to  continue  in  force  only  antil  things  sh^U  be 
otherwise  settled  by  a  treaty  of  commerce. 

I  receive  sometimes  unexpected  vbits  from  persons, 
who  I  suppose  are  sent  on  purpose  to  say  tbinga  to  o^e, 
which  they  wish  no  doubt  to  have  transmitted  to  you. 
Since  the  appearance  of  tbe  resolutions  of  tbe  merchants, 
traders,  and  mechanics  of  Bostoui  I  l^ve  several  limes 
fallen  into  company  with  persons,  whps^  connexions.  I 
knew,  and  who  have  assumed  very  grave  faces^  and 
inquired  abo^  tbe  dsstuj^anees;  at  Bostgn,  (a^  tbey  call 
ihem,)  and  given  very  sage  hints  of  their  fears  that  those 
proceedings  would  tibstruct  my  sii^cqess.  A,  f^w  days 
stnce,  my  servant  announced  I;iord  Hood  would  be  glad 
to  sea  me^  if  I  was  at  leisure.  I  desired  his  Lordship 
migbt  walk  up.     I  vms  surprised  that,  among  so  many 


visits  of  cererooDj,  his  Lordship  should  not  be  coDtent 
with  leaviQg  his  card.  BdC  io  .  the  year  1768  I  bad 
appeared  before  him,  then  Commodore  Hood,  in  a 
special  Court  of  Admiralty  lor  the  trial  of  four  sailors 
for  killing  Lieutenant  Panton  in  defending  themselves 
from  bis  press-gang.  His  Lordship  took  a4vantag6  of 
this  very  trai^sient  acquaintance  of  seventeen  years  scandr 
ing  to  mal^eme  a, friendly  visit;  he  soon  began  a  conver- 
sation about  tti^  Boston  proceedings  ;  it. is  not  necessary 
to  repeat  what  was  said,  as  it  v«ras  of  no  conseq^uence  for 
you  to  know,  excepting  tl^at  his  Lordship  was  very 
sorry  to  sect  the  account  of  those  proceedings ;  was  very 
much  afraid  tbey  would  obstruct  the  return  of  friends 
ship,  and  prove  a  bar  to  what  he  wished  to  se&-*a  good 
treaty. of  qpmmerce.  I  told  his  Lordship  that  those  pio- 
ceediogs  were  prefoced  with,  ;'^  whereas  there  is  no  treaty 
of  commerce,"  and,  as  1  understood  them,  they  were 
not  to  be-in  force  any  lonjgar  than  there  should  be  no 
trefaty  of  commerce.  His  Lordsl^  cpnolucfed  by  spying 
that  the  sooner  such  a  treaty  was  made^  the  better.  I 
had  no  doubt  then,  and  have  been  confirmed  by  others 
since  in  tb&r  opinion,  that  his  .Lordship  did  not  come,  of 
M?  own  bead. 

All  parties  are  upon  the  reserve  respecting  American 
affairs;  they  are  afraid,  of  e^ch  other,  and  it  is.  my  cl^^ar 
opinion  t)iat  it  is  Congress  and  the,  $|atesj^  and  they 
Qime,  who  csm  enab]p  me  to  do  tmy  thing  eSkc^^ai;  I  n^ay, 
«e^on  till  {  die,  ta  no  purpose.  It  is  ui^nimity,,ip. 
America,  in  measures,  which  ^  shall  confute  the  British 
sopbiszns,  and,  ipak^  them  feel,  which  wjll  eyex.  prod^e 
a  fair^r^ly  of /cpipaiierpe. 

lyjth  grpa^  esjteem,,  tec,, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM   JOHN   JAY   TO   JOHN  ADAMS. 

Od^ce  for  Foreign  Affairs,         7 
September  6,  1785.5 

Dear  Sir,  ' 

•  My  last  to  you  was  of  the  26th  uliitno,  in  which  I  men* 
tioned  the  dates  of  the  letters  with  which  you  had  honor- 
ed me,  and  the  receipt  of  which  then  rienrrained  unac- 
knowledged ;  none  from  you  have  since  arrived. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transnoitting  to  you,  heretvjtii 
enclosed,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  ultimo; 
It  contains  a  correspondence  between  the  (Jovemor  of 
Massachusetts  and  Captain  Stanhope,  tlie  commander  of 
a  British  frigate. 

'The  style  of  the  Captain's  letters  being  very  repre- 
hensible, occasioned  the  application  to  Congress,  which 
produced  the  act  in  question ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  views  of  Congress,  in  diirecting  it  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  British  Minister,  will  be  promoted  by  the 
manner  in  which  you  will  do  it. 

The  frequent  solecisms  observable  for  some  years  past 
in  the  pofitics  of  the  Court  of  London,  render  it  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  divine  how  they  will  think  and  act  under 
almost  aiiy  given  circumstances. 

It  is  manifestly  as  much  their  interest  to  be  well  with 
us,  as  for  us  to  be  well  with  them;  and  yet  the  gratifica- 
tion of  resentments,  occasioned  by  disappointment,  seems 
to  tftke  the  lead  of  more  elevated  and  useful  principles  of 
action. 

They  expect  much  from  the  trade  of  America,  and  yet 
they  take  pains  to  cut  off  every  source  withm  tbelr  reach, 
by  which  we  make  remittances.    It  is  strange  that  they 
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should  wish  us  to  buy,  and  yet  be  s<»  ioditstrious  to  put  it 
4mt  of  our  power  to  pay.  Sueba  system  most  cause  lots 
:^  nioitey  lo  their  mercbalots,  and  loss  of  reputation  to 
•ours.  I  wish  fsost  sincerely  that  oredit  was  at  an  end) 
4iBd  that  we  could  purchase  nothing,  abroad  but  for  re^y 
money.  Our  exportaticns  would  then  be  -equally  profitr 
able,  and,  as  our  impoAtatiobs  would  be  dimmished,  we 
should  have  less  to  pay  ;  dooiestic.  mtnufactufes  would 
4ben  be  more  encouraged,  and  frugality  aad  economy  be- 
come more  pitevaleot. 

What  impression  tlie  conduct  of  Captain  Stanhope 
iiiay  .make  on  the  Minister,  to  me  appean^  ulocertain-; 
.«ectain,  however,  it  is^  that  'mmual  ciiviiilgr  and  respeot 
invist,  in.the  nature  of  tbinga,  precede  mutual  benevolence 
-ftiid  kindness.  Tbe  maoQer  ofvyour  rectptioii  and  tteatr 
ment  indicates  their  attention  iO  this  conaiderfttion ;  and 
yet  the  detention  of  the,  posts,  tbe  stretigtheoing  their 
garrisons  in  our  neighborhood,  the  enooufagemeot  said  to 
be  giiren  to  ^ttlers  m  these  parts;  and  various  other  oir- 
<2«mstances,  speak  a  language  verydiierent  from  that  of 
ikindneas  and  gobd-if  ilU  . 

They  may  hold  the  posts,  but  they  will  hold  them  as 
fdedges^  of  enmity;  and  tbe  linae  nnist  and  ^11  come 
when  the  seeds  of  discontent,  resentment,  and  hatred, 
•winch  such  nteasures  always  sow,  will  produce  very  hit- 
ter fruit.  I  am  well  informed  thai  booob  of  the  loyalists 
advise,  and  warmly  press,  the  detenliw  of  posts.  It  is 
strange  that  men  who,  for  ten  years,  have  done  nothing 
but  deceive,  should  still  retain  any  credit.  I  speak  of 
them  collectively.  Anx)ng  them  there  are  men  of 
merit ;  but,  to  my  knowledge,  some  of  tbe  most  violent, 
the  most  bitter  and  implacable,  and  yet  hiost  in  credit. 
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are  men  vrh6  endeavored  to  play  between  both  parties^ 
and  vibrated  fVom  sid^  to  side  as  the  appearances  of  sne- 
cess  attracted  them.  Nay,  the  very  accouMs  of  losses 
wkffch  many  of  tbem  have  presented,  afibrd  conclosife 
evidence  of  their  inattention  to  truth  and  common  deeeo- 
ey.  Spch^  lx>wever,  has  been  the  infatuation  of  J^ritkh 
councils,  that  what  was  manifest  to  others  was  prdblema- 
tica!,  if  not  entii^ly  dark,  to  them. 

As  to  their  presetit  Mmister,  be  has  nekber  been  long 
enough  in  administration,  nor  perhaps  in  tbe  world,  fi)r 
a  decided  judgment  to  be  formed  either  of  bis  private  or 
public  character.  He  seems  to  possess  firmneis  as  well 
as  abilities ;  and  if  to  these  be  added  information  and  cioi»- 
pirehensive  as  well  as  patriotic  views,  be  may  be  wonby 
of  bis  fatber.  England  will  probably  be  much  the  better 
e*  much  the  worse  for  him. 

Mte  are  anxious  to  r^eive  letters  from  you  on  the  sqIh 
ject  of  tbe  posts,  that,  in  either  event,  we  may  be  prepar- 
ed. In  the  one  case,  I  should  think  it  very  justifiable  in 
Congress  to  take  a  certain  step  that  would  be  longer  and 
more  sensibly  felt  by  Britain  than  the  iodepenchnice  of 
these  States.^ 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  been  elected  to  the  vaeant  pkee 
at  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

'  Governor  Ruiledg^  dedines  going  to  HoUaofd.    The 
afiair  of  Longcbamps  is  adjusted — he  slays  where  ho  is; 
With  gre(tt  respect  and  esteem,  &c.,    '     ^ 

JOHN  JA¥- 
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Extract  from  tha  S^crei  J^nmd,  Augmt  17,  J785* 

The  Delegates  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts having  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  8th, 
from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  that  State,  together 
with  a  copy  of  letters  from  Captain  Stanhope,  comman- 
der bf  the  British  frigate  Mercury,  to  his  Excellency 
James  Bowdoin,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  his  Excellency's  answers 
to  the  first  two  of  those  letters — the  same  were  I'eferred 
to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  Reported  thereon. 
The  letters  and  report  are  as  follows  : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,         7 
Boston,  August  8,  1785.  § 

Gentlemen  9 

Whatever  conceiiQS  the  honor  of  one  of  the  United 
States,  does,  in  effect,  in  certain  cases,  concern  the  honq^* 
pf  allpfibem,. 

This  geimral  ob$ervatiaa  applies  to  the  cpnduq.t .  of 
Captain  Slan^ope,  commander  df  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty'5  frigate  Mero|]ry,  who,  apprehending  hioaself  insqlted, 
applied  by  his  Jetter  to  me  for,redres$«  In  which  letter, 
he  ^'  recommends  .to  me  to  actopt  such  measures  as  may 
<f  dispover  the  ringleaders  of  the  party  that  ^^i^ssioat^d 
",bira."  (Si3e  letter .Na.  1.),  On  receivinj;  it,  th^  Council 
being  adjourned  to^a  distant  day,  I  sent  for  the  only 
geoUen^an  of  that  board  ki  town,  the  honorable  Mr. 
Adams^  with  whom  I  consulted  on  the  affair.  In  coose- 
quence  of  the  coqsultaHoB,  I  sent  Captain  Sttabope  an 
answer  the  same  dfty.  The  answer  points  oat  to  him 
tbiB»only  wty^of  rad»es»  which  oi«r  la^«  a«d.  constitute 
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admit,  and  which  I  myself,  in  a  like  case,  if  1  took  any, 
must  have  taken.     (See  letter  No.  2.) 

This  answer,  however,  did  not  comport  with  Captain 
Stanhope's  high  idea  of  himself,  who  seems  to  have 
thought  that  some  special  mode  of  process  was  due  to  a 
person  of  his  importance. 

In  consequence  of  that  idea^and  after  two  days'  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  he  sent  me  a  letter,  which  you 
may  probably  think  may  be  justly  called  a  very  insolent 
one;  in  which  (but  in  his  own  mode  of  expr|ession)  he 
declares  I  gave  him  positive  assuraiice  of  affording  him 
and  his  officers  protection;  that  ray  conduct  contradicted 
that  assurance  and,  his  expectations;  that  it  doeis  not 
satisfy  him,  nor  does  credit  to  myself;  that  he  never 
received  a  letter  so  insulting  to  his  senses,  and  that  it 
was  an  evasion  ofjiis  requisition;  with  a  great  deal 
more  abuse,  both  expressed  and  implied.  (See  letter 
No.  3.) 

The  only  part  of  the  declaration  it  concerns  me  to 
notice  is  that  in  which  my  conduct  is  said  to  have  con- 
tradicted the  assurance  I  had  given  him  of  protection. 

This  occasions  a  recurrence  to  two  conversationis  I  bad 
with  him,  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  here;  from 
which  time,  until  the  1st  instant,  I  had  been,  as  I  pre- 
sumed, in  the  good  graces  of  Mr.  Stanhope.  In  one  of 
those  conversations,  which  were  principally  relative 
to  the  recovery  of  a  favorite  servant,  who,  he  said,  had 
deserted  from  him  about  a  year  before,  he  mentioned  that 
lie  bad  been  iijfornfied  he  should  probably  meet  with 
some  insuh  before  his  departure,  and  said  he  should 
rely  on  my  protection.  I  told  him  he  might  depend  on 
every  protection  in  my  power  to  lifford  him ;  but  that  in 
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this  country,  as  ia  England,  the  Ikw  is  every  man's  pro-* 
tection,  and  that  he  would  be  as  much  entitled  to  h, 
during  his  stay  4>ere,  as  any  man  in  the  Commonwealth; 
and,  in.  conformity  to  this  idea,  my  letter  to  him  was 
written. 

I  have  here  mentioned  no  more  of  the  conversation 
than  was  needful  to  a&rd  you  some  idea  of  the  assu- 
rance, he  says,  I  gave  him  of  my  protection.  But  in 
the  course  of  it  I  told  him  farther,  that  he  must  know, 
from  bis  own  observation,  that  in  lai^e  seaport  townsj 
where  there  is  a  resort  of  all  kinds  of  people  and  cbar-^ 
acter^,  quarrels  and  disturbances  frequently  happened; 
and  that  the  rseaport  towns  in  England  were  remarkable 
for  them.  That  he  must  be  sensible  that  the  newregu* 
lations  of  trade  in  England,  wbieh  would  finally  operate 
to  her  own  detriment,  had  disgusted  the  Americans  in 
general,  and  had  induced  them  to  take  measures  to  conn* 
teract  those  regulations;  and,  therefore,  it  was  natural  to 
expect  he  would  hear  sentiments  thrown  out  which 
might  not  be  agreeable  to  him;  but  that  I  had  no  appre- 
hension that  ^ny  insult  would  be  offered  either  to  him  or 
his  officers.  These  observations,  and  many  more,  I 
thought  proper  to  make,  which  a  man  of  any  discern- 
ment, and'  of  the  least  goodness  of.  disposition,  mrglH 
have  applied  to  his  own  benefit^  and  to  the  exciting  and 
promoting  good*4iumor  in  the  people  among  whom  he 
happened  to  be; 

As  be  says  my  conduct  contradicted  bis  expectations, 
it  is'  probable  be  ^peded^  a  proclamation  should  have 
been  issued.  This  measure  was  thought  of,,  but  I  did 
not   think  the  occasion  required  it.      His  ccmduct  for 
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three  days  ^fter  the  'affront,  to  the  tinie  of  bis  g<xng 
with  ha  ship  down  to  Nantasket  on  the  eveoiog  of  tiro 
3d  instant,  manifested  that  be  was  under  nd  ap|»«- 
hension  of  any  attack  qpon  him,  ibr,  ducbg  that  time, 
be  and  his  officers  went  about  the  town  and  in  ifae 
country  as  usual,  and  witb  as  much  freedom  as  any  per- 
sons whatever.  Knowing  that  the  whole  of  my  eon- 
duct,  both  public  and  private,  bad  been'  such  as  merited 
at  least  a  decency  of  bebayior.  on  bis  part,  and  senti- 
ments very*  different  from  those  expressed  in  ^  his  s^id 
letter,  I  wrote  to  him  a  short  answer  ta  it,  which  you 
will  see  in  No.  4;  to  which  be  sent  the  reply  contaiiffid 
in  No*  5,  justifying  and  repeating  bis  insolence;  and 
this  finishes  the  correspondence.  I  have  only  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  conceived  tha  honor  and  dignity  of  this 
Commonwealth,  ind,  through  it,  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  United  States  id  general,  are  essentmlly  wounded  by 
the  insolence  of  Captain  Stanhope  towards  tlie  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  ibfxner ;  dwt,  unless  it  be  properly  resented, 
every  Brkish  officer  of  evety  Britbh  vessel,  however  in- 
significant, wiU,  whenever,  an  opportunity  shall  offer,  in- 
sult the  Government  of  every  Slate  in  the  Uni<m;  and 
that  a  tafneness  under  insult  must,  in  the  estimation  of  all 
foreigners,  effectually  destroy  the  national  character  and 
iofiiportance  of  the  United  States.  If^  aftear  readii^  the 
annexed  copy^  of  letters  which  passed .  between  the  said 
Stanhope  and  me,  you  should  be  of  that  opinion,  yon  will 
please  to  lay  the  same  before  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  that  tfaey  may  take  such  measures  con- 
cevnilig  it  as  tbeir  wisdom  and  a  ^ense  of  their  own  honor 
shall  di^«le«     ^ 
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Wiih  the  most  perfect  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 
The  honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holton,  Rufus 

King,  Esquires,  Delegates  in  Congress  for  the  Com- 

motowealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[The  letters  from  Captain  Stai^ope  were,  on  the  caver 
of  each  of  them,  thus  superscribed :  "  On  bis  Britannie 
Majesty's  service. — ^To  his  Excellency  Governor  Bow- 
doin,  &c.  be.  .&;c.  Boston/'] 

No.  I. 

Meirenxy,  Boston  Harbor,  Atlgnst  1, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  represent  to  your  Excct- 
leocy  the  continued  insubs  and  disgraceful  indignities 
offered  by  hundreds  in  this  town  to  me  and  my  officers, 
which  hitherto  we  have  winked  at,  as  well  as  the  moat 
illiberal  aod  iodeoeni  language  with  which  the  newspa- 
pers have  been  filled ;  nor  should  I  have  troubled  you 
now,  had  I  not  been  pursued,  and  my  life  as  w^ll  a^  that 
of  my  officers  been  Endangered,  by  the  violent  rage  of  a 
mob  yesterday  evening,  without  provocation  of  any  sorl. 
I  trust  it  needless  to  recommend  io  your  Exjcelleooy  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  discover  the  rio^l^ers  of 
the  party  that  assassinated  me,  add  bring  them  to  public 
justice,  as  well  as  protect  us  from  further  insult. 
I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  iac.y 

HENRY  stanhope;. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c.  fac. 
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No.  2. 

Boston,  August  1, 1785. 


Commonwealth  of  Massacbusetts^     ? 

5.  j- 


Sir, 

Your  letter  of  this  date  is  now  before  me.  It  is  a 
great  misfortune  ^that  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  difterent 
countries  which  have  been  at  enmity,  cannot  easily  re- 
cover that  degree  of  good'bum'or  whach  should  induce 
them  to  tresit  each  other  with  proper  decorum,  when  the 
Governments  to  which  they  respectively  belong  have  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  sheathed  the  sword ;  but 
you  must  have  observed  that  disturbances  arising  from 
this  source  too  frequently  happen,  especially  in  populous 
seajport  towns.  If  you  have  been  insulted,  and  your  life 
has  been  endangered,  in  manner  as  you  have  represented 
to  me,  I  must  inform  you  that  our  laws  afford  you  ample 
satti^action.  Foreigners  dre  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  law,  as  well  as  amenable  to  it,  Equally  with  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  while  they  continue  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  this  Commonwealth.  Any  learned  practitioner 
of  the  law,  if  applied  to,  will  direct  you  to  tbe  mode  of 
l^al  process  in  the  obtaining  a  redress  of  injdry,  if  you 
have  been  injured,  and  the  judiciary  courts  will  cause  due 
inquiry  to  be  made  touching  riotous  ^nd  unlawful  assem- 
Uies  9nd  their  misdemeanors,  apd  inflict  legal  punish- 
ment Ob  sucbas  by  verdict  of  a  jury  may  be  found  guilty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 
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No.  3. 

Mercury,  Boston  Harbor,  August  2,  1785.  • 
Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  applying  to  your  Excellency 
to  discountenance  the  disgraceful  attacks  made  upon  me, 
and  the  officers  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Mercury, 
under  my  command,  and  to  afford  us  your  protection^  it 
was  tippn  your  positive  assurance  to  that  effect,  in  their 
presence,  I  rested  ray  liope.  How  much  your  conduct 
contradicts  both  that  and  my  expectation,  is  too^  obvious 
either  to  satisfy  me,  or  even  to  do  credit  to  yourself.  For 
your  Excellency  ipust  excuse  me  when  I  remark,  that 
1  never  received  a  letter  so  insulting  to  my  senses  as 
your  answer  to  ray  requisition  of  yesterday.  I  am,  how- 
ever, pleased  in  finding  a  much  better  disppsition  in  the 
first  class  of  inhabitants,  whose  assistance  I  am  happy  to 
acknowledge  as  the  more  acceptable  after  your  apparent 
evasion  from  the  substance  of  my  letter ;  and,  however  well 
informed  your  Excellency  may  believe  yourself  upon  the 
laws  and  customs  of  nations  in  similar  cases^  allow  me  to 
assure  you  there  is  not  one — no,  not  even  the  ally  of  these 
States — that  WQuld  not  most  severely  Reprobate  either  the 
want  of  energy  in  Government,  or  disinclinatien  of  the 
Governor,  to  correct  such  notorious  insults  to  public  char- 
acters, in  which  light  only  we  can  desire  to  be  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  niost  obedient  huml)le 
servant,^ 

HENRY  STANHOPE. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Bowdoin. 

'■  "^  ■'-•'■ "" —  '        ■ '         .        ■■ 

•  This  was  gent  Atigust  3,  P.  M. 


336  XOHN  ADAMS-^OHK  JAY. 

No.  4. 

Boston,  August  3,  1785,  6  o'clock  P.  M. 
Captain  Stanhape, 
Tour  letter  bearing  date  the  2d  instant  was  delivered 
to  me  by  your  lieutenant,  Mr.  Nash,  at  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon.  I  hereby  let  you  know  that,  as  the  letter  is 
conceived  in  terms  of  insolence  and  abuse  altogether  un- 
provoked, I  shall  take  such  measures  concerning  it  as  the 
dignity  of  my  station  and  a  just  regard  to  the  honor  of  this 
Commonwealth,  connected  with  the  honor  of  the  United 
States  in  general,  shall  require. 

JAMES  BOWbOIN. 


No.  5. 

Merci] 
Aagost  3,»  1785,  at  half-past  12. 


Mercury,  Nantasket  Road,         7 

i,A.M:y 


Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  this  moment  received  ;  and  have  to  assure  you  that 
1  shall  most  cheerfully  submit  to  the  worst  consequences 
that  can  arise  from  our  correspondence,  which  I  do  not 
conceive  on  my  part  to  have  been  couched  in  terms  of 
either  insolence  or  abuse,  which  is  more  than  I  can  ven- 
ture to  say  of  yours.  And  however  exalted  your  Excel- 
lency's station  is,  I  know  not  of  any  more  respectable 
than  that  I  have  the  honor  to  fill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  STANHOPE. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

^Jx  sboald  bav:t  been  A«gi9!^,  i* 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Umted  States  for  the  Departmeot  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  8tli 
instant  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Massa* 
eb^etts  to  the  Delegates  of  that  ComnK)nwealth  in 
Congress,  reports : 

That,  in  his  opinion,  the  answer  of  the  Governor  to 
Captain  Stanhope's  first  letter  was  perfectly  proper  ;  that 
the  Captain's  reply  was  highly  disrespectful;  and,  being 
so,  that  such  measures  might  have  been  adopted  as  the 
laws  prescribe  for  asserting  the  dignity  of  Government  in 
such  cases. 

He  is  further  of  opinion,  that  two  things  are  essential 
to  the  respedi^hiiity  of  Government:  1.  That  it  should 
be  always  in  the  right ;  and  2.  That  it  should  never  be 
opposed  or  ill-treated  with  impunity.  To  these  ends, 
its  own  internal  power  (m  such  cases  as  the  present)  is, 
or  ought  to  be, adequate ;  and  therefore  a  recurrence  to  a 
foreign  Sovereign  to  resent  and  punish  affronts  to  such 
Government,. committed  under  its  eye  and  within  its  ju- 
risdiction, appears  to  your  Secretary  a  departure  from  that 
self-respect  which,  on  such  occasions,  should  invariably 
be  observed,  except,  indeed,  where  such  indignities  are 
o&red  by  Ambassadors*    . 

If  tiiese  principles  are  well  Ibunded,  then  it  will  follow, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  no  complatnilor  appli- 
cation for  redress  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  on  the  subject  in  question. 

But  as  America  and  Britain  are  at  peace,  and  in  that 
sense  friends,  it  i$  to  be  presumed  that  disrespect  to  one 
from  officers  of  the  other  must  be  offensive  to  the  Sove- 
r^n  of  such  officers ;  inasniuch  aa  such  cooduct  tend)s 
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lo  irritate  and  alienate  the  good-will  of  the  other.  Under 
lliis  view  of  the  matter,  your  Secretary  thinks  it  would 
be  proper  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  to  instrtict 
him  to  communicate  them  to  the  British  Minister,  and  to 
assufe  him, 

1.  That  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid  increasing  the 
irritation  wliich  the  late  war  may  have  produced  in  the 
two  nations  could  have  restrained  the  Governor  from  re- 
senting the  indecedt  conduct  of  Captain  Stanhope  in  a 
severe  and  exemplary  manner. 

2.  To  assure  him  that  Congress  are  persuaded  that 
such  behavior  must  give  no  4es5  disple^asure  to  bis 
Majesty  than  it  does  to  them;  and  that  as  all  Sovereigns 
must  in  a  certain  degree  be  affected  by  the  conduct  of 
their  servants.  Congress  think  that  the  justice  due  to  bis 
Majesty  calls  upon  them  to  lay  this  information  before 
him. 

3.  That  Congress  flatter  thenriselves  that  this  instance 
of  delicacy  and  moderation  will  be  a$cribed  to  its  proper 
motives,  and  be  considered  as  eviticive  of  a  desire  to  pre- 
vent animosity  and  promote  mutual  good-will. 

Your  Secretary  also  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  this  report  to  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  to  assure  him  that  Congress  consider  .the  dig.- 
tiity  of  each  of  the  States  as  inseparably  connected  with 
that  of  the  Union  ;  and^  therefore j  that  it  shall  oti  every 
occasion  experience  their  care  and  attention. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  report,  together  witb  the 
foregoing  letters,  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  Uie 
several  States.. 
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FROM   JOHN   ADAMS    TO    JOHN    JAY. 

Ghfoavenor  Square,  Westminster,  July  19,  1785.  / 
Dear  Sir, 

Give  me  leave  to. propose  for  your  considerattoD,  and 
to  request  you  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  Congress, 
wl^ther  ijt  would  not  be  proper  that  some  measures 
should  be  taken  to  furnish  your  Ministers  abroad  with  the 
laws  of  the  several  States,  and  more  especially  with  such 
laws  as  may  have  a  relation  to  external  commerce,  or  any 
other  foreign  affitir^ 

Information  of  this  kind  will  be  wanted  at  every  Court, 
hut  more  particularly  here,  and  at  this  critical  period. 
Qur  fellow-citizens  here,  from  aU  the  States,  have  been 
very  civil  to  me  in  furnishing  me  with  all  the  lights  in 
their  power,  and  this  wHl  ever  be  the  case,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  wherever  you  have  a  Minister ;  yet  all  the  lights 
which  individuals  abroad  can  furnish,  will  be  imperfect, 
though  ever  so  carefully  collected  by  a  Minister,  without 
the  continual  assbtance  of  Congress  and  the  States.  I 
have  -been  lately  obliged  to  a  fellow-citizen  (Captain  C. 
Millar)  for  the  laws  of  New  York  of  tlie  second  meet- 
ing of  the  eighth  session  of  the  legislature,  amongst 
wfiich,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  I  find  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  vested,  for  fifteen  years,  with 
powers  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  firom 
being  imported  into,  or  exported  from,  any  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  vessels  belonging  to,  or  navigated  by,  the  sub- 
jects of  any  power  with  whom  the  *  *  *  *  States  shall 
not  have  formed  treaties  of  commerce;  and  also  with 
pawers  of  prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  State, 
Kingdom,  or  Empire  (unless  authorized  by  treaty)  from 
Vol.  IV.— 16  ' 
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importing  into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandises  which  are  not  the  produce  or  roanufactare 
of  the  dominions  of  the  SqvereigD  mhoBe  subjects  they 
are. 

I  read  this  act.  with  pleasure,  because  it  is  very  nearly 
all  that  is.  wanting.  The  le^siature  of  New  York  have- 
avoided  giving  to  the  United  States  the  power  of  impos- 
ing equaliziag  br  retaliating  duties ;  and  I  cannot  say 
that  they  are  not  ngfat  in  this,  although  it  is  very  proba- 
ble such  duties  will  be  indispensable.  Such  duties,  if 
laid  by  any  State,  should  be  laid  by  all ;  aad  if  the  States 
vifill,  in  spch  cases,  respect  the  recommendations  of  Con- 
gl^ss,  thb  may  be  sufficient*  If  we  enter  into  treaty 
with  England,  how  shall  vi:e  manage  this  subject  ?  shall 
we  stipulate  that  Britain  sfaall^yay  in^uJr  ports  no  higher 
duties  than,  the  most  favored  motions  shall  pay,  19  re* 
turn  for  hec  stipulating  thit  Americans  slmll  pay  in  bar 
j^ru  no  h^ber  duties  than  the  most  iavoied.  nation  pays  ? 
TJiis.  would  be. unequal,  because  the  most  favored  nation 
pays  in  Briti^  ports  much  greater  imposes  than  the 
nation  the  most  favored  by  the  United'  States  pays  in  our 
ports.  If  we  enter  into  suck  stipulation,  the  conse>- 
quence  will  be^  that,  in  order  to  form  an  equality,  we 
must  tnipose  enormous  duties,  not  only  upon  British 
subjects^  but  upon  all  other  nations.  For. example: 
the/most  favored  nation  pays^  in  England,  upon  oil, 
eighteen  piounds  three  shillings  sterling,  per  ton.  If 
we.  attempt  to  equalise  and  retaliate,  we  most  lay  oa 
the  ^amount  of  this  upon  the  importation  of  goods  firom 
all  other  nationsrra  measure  that  inay>  be  very  incon» 
venmit  to  us.  Should  we  not,  tken^  endeeror  to  obtaia 
ajtipujationtljftt  AmenciBS  tii^  pay.  ^ia^Bntisb  ports. 
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no  higher  duties  xhm  British  subjecis?  No  doobt^  to 
obtain  this,  we  must  stipulate  that  Britons  shall  pay  in 
our  ports  no  higher  duties  than  our  citizens;  and  even 
this  will  be  unequal,  because  that  duties  in  general  are 
higher  in  England  than  in  America.  This,  howerer, 
calnnot  bo  avoided ;  and  as  it  is  our  felicity,  we  have  less 
cause  to  repine  at  it.  But  if  the  British  Ministry  should' 
refuse  to  go  fiirther  than  the  mutual  privilege  of  the 
most  favored  nati6n,  we  shall  have  no  ^medy  but  hi 
equalising  duties,  which  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  lay  on,  in  order  to  do  ourselves  justice.  This  cannot' 
be  done,  but  by  a  concert  of  all  the  States;  if  such  a 
concert  can  be  effected  by  recommendations  of  Congress, 
so  much  the  better;  if  it  cAnnot,  I  see  no  other  remedy 
but  to  give  Congress  the  pbwen 

This  nation  relies  upon  it  that  our  States  can  devei^ 
accomplish  such  a  concert,  either  by  giving  Congi^ss  thfe 
power,  or  by  complying^  with  their  recommendations,* 
Proofs  of  this  are  innumerable :  Lord  Sheffield's  writings*; 
the  constant  strain  of  all  the  writings  in  the  newspapers  * 
the  lanjguage  of  conversation;,  the  report  of  the  Cowf 
mittee  of  Council;  but,  above  all,  the  system  adopted  by 
the  Duke  of  Ponland's  administration,  and  uniformly 
pursued  by  him  and  his  successor,  Mr.  Pitt,  are  a  demon- 
station  of  it;  for,  although  many  express  a  contempt  of 
the  American  commerce,  (and  L  am  sorry  to  say  that' 
even  Lord  Camden  has  lately  said,  that  while  they  had^ 
a  monopoly  of  the  American  trade,  it  was  a  valuable 
thing;  hot  bow  they  had  not,  he  thought  very  little  of  it ;) 
yfet  those  of  the  Ministry  and  nation  who  understand' 
any  thing  of  the  subject,  know  better,  and  build  all- 
their  hopes  and  schemes  upon  the  supposition  of  such' 
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divisions  in  America  as  will  forever  prevent  a  combrna* 
tion  of  the  States,  either  in  prohibitions  or  retaliating 
duties.  It  is  true  that  the  national  pride  is  much  inflated 
at  present  by  the  course  of  exchange,  which  is  j»ucb 
in  their  favor  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  disposes 
them  to  thmk  little  of  American  commerce.  Tl^ey  say 
that  the  progress  of  fine  arts  in  this  Idngdom  has  given 
to  their  manufactures  a  taste  ancl  skill,  and  to  their  pro- 
ductions an  elegance,  cheapness,  and  utility,  so  superior 
to  any  others,  that  the  den^and  for  their  merchandises 
from  all  parts  of  Europe  is  greater  than  ever ;  that  even 
Lord  North's  prohibiting  bill  has  contributed  to  this 
advantage,  by  occasioning  a  demai^d  amongst  foreigners 
during  the  war,  for  goods  to  supply  America.  The 
knowledge  and  taste  for  British  manufactures^  they  say, 
has  been,  by  this  means,  spread  all  over  Europe,  and  the 
demands  for,  them  multiplied,  which  has  turned,  the 
balance  so  much  in  their  favor,  and  caused  such  an 
extraordinary  influx  both  of  ps^h  and  bills  of  exchange 
into  these  kingdoms.  Those  who  reflect  more  maturely 
upon  this,  however,  see  that  this  advantage  is  but  tem- 
porary, (if  it  is^ne ;)  they  say  that  the  long  stagnation  of 
business  by  the  war  had  filled  the  country  with  manu- 
factures ;  that,  upouvthe  peace,  extraordinary  eflforts  were 
made  to  dispose  of  them,  by  sending  lactors  abroad,  not 
only  to  America,  but  to  all  parts  of  Europe ;  that  these 
factors  have  ppt  only  sold  their  goods  at  a  low  price,  but 
have  dent  home  cash  and  bills  at  a  high  one ;  so  that 
their  own  factors  have  turned  their  course  of  exchange 
in  their  favor  (in  appearance,  and  for  the  present  mo- 
loent  only)  at  their  expense ;  ^or  the  loss  both  upon  the 
sale  of  goods  and  the  pu^hase  of  remittances  is  theirs. 
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If  these  conjectures  are  Hgbt,  the  present  appearance  of 
prosperity  will  be  succeeded  by  numerous  failures  and 
grecit  distress^  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  present  appearance 
has  produced  a  sei^sufficiency  which  will  prevent  for 
some  time  any  reasonable  arrangement  with  us.  The 
popular  pulse  seems  to  beat  high  against  America. 

The  people  are  deceived  by  numberless  falsehoods 
industriously  circulated  by  the  gazettes  and  in  conversa- 
tion J  so  that  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  if 
this  nation  had  anOitber  hundred  millions  to  spend,  they 
would  soon  force  the  Ministry  into  a  war  against  us. 
The  Court  itself,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  it,  appears 
at^pres€»)t  to  be  the  principal  barrier  against  a  war,  and 
the  best  disposed  towards  us ;  but  whether  they  are 
restrained  by  any  thing  beside  their  own  poverty,  may  be 
justly  questioned.  Their  present  system,  as  far  as  I  can 
penetrate  it,  is  to  maintain  a  determined  peace  with  all 
Europe,  in  order'  that  ihey  may  war  singly  agajnst 
America,  if  they  should  think  it  necessary. 

Their  attachment  to  their  navigation  act,  as  well  as 
that  of  all '  other  parties  here,  is  grown  so  strong,  and 
their  detefnrnination  to  consider  us  as  foreigners,  and  to 
-undermine  6ut  navigation,  and  to  draw,  away  our  seamen, 
is  so  fixed,  in  order  to  prevent  us  from  privateering  in 
case  of  a  war,  that  I  despair  of  any  equal  treaty,  and 
therefore  of  any  treaty,  until,  they  shall  be  made  to  feel 
th6  necessity  of  it;  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  earnestly 
recommended  to  dll  the  States  to  concur  With  the  State 
of  New  York  in  giving  to  Congress  full  power  to  make 
treaties  oT  commerce,  and,  in  short,  to  govern  all  our 
external  commerce  ;  for  I  really  believe  it  must  come  to 
that.    Whethcfr  prohibitioiis  or  high  duties  will  be  most 
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politic,  is  a  gr^at  question ;  duties  may  be  *  tai^,  whicb 
will  give  a  clear  advantage  to  our  navigation  and  seamen, 
9nd  these  would  be  laid  by  tbe  States,  upon  tbe  recom- 
mendations of  Congress,  no  doubt,  as  soon  as  tbe  princi- 
ple is  admitted  that  it  is  necessary  that  our  foteign  com- 
merce should  be  under  one  direction.  You  will  easily 
infer  from  all  this,  that  I  have  no  hopes  of  a  treaty 
before  next  spring ;  nor  tbeti,  without  the  most  tmani- 
mous  concurrence  of  a)l  our  States  m  vigorous  measmm 
which  shall  put  out  of  all  doubt  their  power  and  their  wHt 
to  retaliate. 

Witb  great  esteem,  I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM   JOHN    AI>JkMS    TO   JOHN   J  AT. 

Grosyenor  Square,  Wcatminstcr,  July  29^  1785.^ 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
Jtfarquis  of  Caermarthen,  of  the  14th  July;  another  of 
the  27th,  with  a  projet  of  a  declaration  conceining  tbe 
construction  of  an  armistice ;  and  another  of  this  date, 
with  a  projet  of  a  treaty  of  commerce.  It  is  high  time 
something  should  be  done  to  turn  tbe  attention  of  ad- 
ministration to  the  relation  between  this  coumry  and  the 
United  States,  and  it  seemed  most  advisable  to  lay  tbe 
projet  of  a  treaty  directly  beibr^  the  Ministry,  rather 
than  first  negotiate  the  appointment  of  any  other  Minis- 
ter to  treat  with  me  than  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen 
himself.-  If  I  had  first  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
Minister,  they  would  have  procrastinated  the  business 
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for  six  montlis,  and  perhaps  twelve,  before  I  could  have 
communicated  any  thing  to  them ;  now,  they  can  have 
no  exjcusie.  The  6Ser  h  made ;  and  hereafter  they  may 
repent  of  their  error,  if  they  do  not  accept  it,  or  some- 
thing nearly  like  it,  raimediaiely.  1  am  very  Sensible  it 
wiU  greatly  embarrass  the  administration,  because  most 
<$f  thdm.,  I  believe,  are  sensible  that  some  such  treaty 
mtfst  be  one  day  agreed  to^  und  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
^gree  to  it  now ;  biit  they  are  afraid  of  oppositions  from 
many  quarters.  I  must  not,  however  disguise  my  real 
sentiments.  The  j^rfeent  Ministry  are  too  much  under  the 
fiifluence  of  Ofaalmers  and  Smith,  and  others  of  that 
stamp,  and  have  been  artfully  drawn  imo  do  many  mani- 
feistations  of  a  deteraunation  to  maintain  their  navigation 
laws  relatively  to  the  United  States,  and  of  a  jealousy 
of  our  naval  power,  small  as  it  b,  that  I  fear  they  have 
committed  themselves  too  ftr  to  recede.  Their  New- 
foundland act,  as  well  as  their  proclamations,  and  the 
fourth  of  their  Irish  propositions,  are  in  this  style.  I 
have  iib  expectation  that  the  proposed  treaty  will  be 
90on  agreed  to,  nor  that  I  shall  have  any  counter-projet, 
or  indeed  any  answer,  for  a  long  time;  it  b  very  appa- 
rent that  We  shaH  neter  have  k  satisfactory  arrangemient 
vHth  this  country,  until  Congress  shall'  be  made  by  the 
States  supreme  in  matters  of  foreign  commerce  and 
treaties  of  comnierce,  Imd  ufitil  Congress  shaH  have  ex- 
erted that  smprem^i^  with  a  decent  firmness. 
1  urn,  with  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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PBOif  ^OHN  ADAMS  TO  LOAD  CAERMARTHEN. 

Grosvenor  Squarct,  July  14,  178&. 
My  Lord, 

The  twenty-second  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty  o( 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  signed  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1783,  is  in  these  words,  viz:  "In  order 
^o  prevent  all  causes  of  complaint  and  dispute  which 
may  arise  on  account  of  prizes  that  may  be  taken  at  sea 
after  the  signing  of  these  preliminary  articles,  it  is  reci- 
procally agreed,  that  the  vessels  and  effects  which  may 
be  taken  ip  the  channel,  and  in  the  norti^  seas,  after  die 
space  of  twelve  days,  to  be  computed  /rom  the  ratifica- 
tion of  these  preliminary  articles,  shall  be  restored  on 
each  side.  That  the  term  shall  be  one  month  from  tht 
channel  and  the  north  seasy  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands^ 
inclusively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean; two  months  from  the  said  Canary  islands,  as  far 
as  the  said  equinoctial  line  or  equator ;  and  lastly,  five 
months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  ex- 
ception, or  any  other  distinction  more  particular  of  tim^ 
and  place^"  .         . 

In  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  stipu- 
lated in  the  same  manner.  Oa  the  s^me  20th  of 
January,  it  was  agreed  between  the  Minister  Plenipotea^- 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  ,the  one  part,  and  the 
Alinisters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
on  the  other,  that  the  subjects,  citizens,  and  possessions 
of  both  powers  should  be  comprised  in  the  suspension  of 
arms  above  mentioned,  and  that  they  should  conse- 
quently enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
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at  the  same  periods,  and  in  the  9ame  manner,  as  tile 
three  Crowns  aforesaid,  and  their  subjects  and  posses* 
stoQs,  respectively.  It  appears,  however,  that  many 
vessels,  which  were  uken  after  the  expiration  of  one 
indnth  from  the  3d  of  February,  1783,  the  day  of  the 
ratification  of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  within  that  part 
of  the  ocean  which  lies  between  the  channel  and  •  north 
seas  aod  the  Canary  islands,  have  not  been  restored ;  but, 
CO  the  contrary,  in  some  instances,  such  vessels  have  been 
condemtied  as.  lawful  prizes,  upop.  an  opinion  that  the 
words  "  as  far  as,^'  said  to^  be  used  in  the  preliminary 
articles,  meant  the  distance  ffom  Paris  tto  the  southern^* 
most  part  of  the  Canaries. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship  that  this  con- 
structk)n  is  extremely  foreign  from  the  intention  of  the 
contracting  parties,  who  never  bad  Paris  in  contempla- 
tion as  a  boundary  t»f  the  region  of  one  month,  nor  as 
any  limit  of  a  measure  of  distance ;  the  channel  and 
north  seas  being  expi'essly  marked  as  the  Northern 
boundary,  and  the  southernmost  Canary  as  the  south- 
erti ;  and  every  part  of  the  ocean,  from  the  channel  and 
north  seas,  up  to  the  Canary  islands,  inclusively,  is  com* 
prehended. 

Indeed,  the  words  <^  as  far  as'^  are  scarcely  a  proper 
translation  of  the  wor<Js  "^Wjti'ttua?,"  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty.  The  original  words  are  "  depuis  la  Mamohe  et 
ieamersdu  nordjiuqu'aux  isles  CStinar»e«,"  and  not  **dc' 
puis  Paris  jusqu^aux  ishs,^'  fyc.  SfC,  . 

The  intension  of  the  contracting  parties  is  so  clear, 
and  their  expression  so  .plain,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  ac* 
count  for  tJbe  misinterpretation  of  them ;  but  as  many  law- 
suits are  depending  upon  the  point,  and  several  Ameri- 
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ctns^are  now  in  Loodon  waitiog  the  docbioo  of  tbem,  I 
do  mysdr  the  booor  to  propose  to  your  lioodsbip  a  ptr- 
ticular  ^onveotioo  to  detcnoiDe  all  tbose  contrpyermes^ 
CD  both  sidcs^  by  rafterting  the  words  ^^jtkqu'a  h  laii' 
tude  des  isles  Canaries,^^  mstead  of  ^^jusqu^aux  isles 
Canaries ;"  aod  also  the  words  ^^defuis  la  latitude  des 
dites  isles  Canaries j^  instead  of  '* dts  dit^  isles  Cana- 
ries  f  it  being  apparent  from  the  mention  <^  Medttem- 
nean^  as  in  the  same  stage  of  one  month  between  the 
channel  and  north  seas,  on  the  north,  and  the  Canari^ 
on  the  sonth,  and  the  equinoctial  ^line  as  the  next  itage, 
that  the  line  of  latitude  of  the  southern  Canary  was  in- 
tended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

JOHN  ADASIS, 


FKOUJOHN  AD4tfS  TO  ^ORD  CAERMARTHEN. 

Orosvenor  Sqoaze,  Ja^  37,  1285. 

My  Lord, 

Since  the  letlier  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write 
to  your  Lordship  relative  to  the  construction  of  the 
armistice,  I  have  received  further  inrormation  from 
America,  which  I  b^  leave  to  communicate  to  your 
Lordship. 

The  first  judgment  rendered  on  a  paistakea  interpreta- 
tion of  the  armistice  appear^  to  have  been  at  New  York, 
where  all  American  vessek  taken  within  the  second 
month  were  condemned  as  lawful  prize  by  the  Judge  of 
Adaniralty.  The  fivme  of  these  decrees  haviag  reached 
OoDBecticat  and  Rhode  Island,  it  is  said  that  simaar 
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docreed  were  rendered^  bjr  the  inferior  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty there^  against  British  Tessels.  Tbere  is,  taj  Loid, 
a  Court  of  Admiralty  id  each  of  Uie  Unitod  States;  but 
by  our  constitution  an  appeal  lies  £rom  all  of  them  to  a 
court  appomted  by  the  United  States  in  Ccragress 
assembled}  for  receiving  and  ctetermiinog  fina%  appeals 
in  all  cases  of  capture. 

K  the  parties  inteiresced  in  the  decrees  in  Connectiout 
and  Rhode  Island  bad  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
ihcm  deorees  would  certainly  have  been  reversed; 
because  every  came  which  aver  came  before  that  courc, 
upon  the  point  in  question,  has  been  decided  in  favor  of 
the  BrHbh  owner  of  the  vessel ;  and  should  a  declara- 
tion be  now  made  of  the  true  intention  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  the  British  owners,  against  whom  the  decrees 
were  rendered  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  may 
still  appeal  and  have  justice,  if  the  time  limited  is  not 
passed;  if  it  is,  by  an  applieation  to  the  legislatures  of 
those  States.  There  is  no  doubt  to  i)emade  that  an  appeal 
would  1)0  gran^  under  the  present  ciicumstances,  not- 
withstanding the  lapse  of  time. 

The  decisions  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Massa- 
chosetta,  and  all  other  States,  have  \mea  eoDfbrraable  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  d*  Appeals ;  that  is 
to  say,  c^onbrmable  to  the  true  intention  of  the  armistiea ; 
and  it  is  with  pleasure-that  I  add,  the  judgments  of  bis 
Majesty^s  Court  oif  Admnralty  at  Halifax  hare  been  the 
eame  way* 

The  words  ef  the  armistice  are  sopposed  to  be  the  same 
vrhich  %ave  been  constantly"  used  in  every  treaty  oif 
peace  kx  the  last  buodred  y&htt^  land  it  n  not  known 
that  there  ever  was  before  any  doubt  or  diflbrence  of 
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opinion  concerning  the  construction  of  them.  In  order 
to  establish  con6dence  between  the  tivo  eoantries,  my 
Lord^  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a  mutual  con* 
fidence  in  each  other's  tribunab  of  justice,  which  can 
hardly  exist  while  such  various  interpretations  are  given  of 
so  plain  a  point,  by  different  courts  in  each  nation. 

In  order  to  settle  all  disputes  upon  this  subject  upon 
one  principle,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  Ldrd- 
sbtp  that  a  declaration  should  be  made  in  the  form 
enclosed,  or  to  the  same  efiectin  any  otiier  form  which 
to  your  Lordship  may  appear  more  proper. 
With  great  respect,  &c.,  ^ 

JOmi  ADAMS. 


DECLARATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  first  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty 
of  peace,  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Crown  of  France,  signed  at  Versailles,  on  the  90tii 
of  January,  1783,  it  was  stipulated  in  these  words, 
viz: 

"As  soon  as  the  preliminaries  shall  be  signed  and  rati* 
fied,  shicere  friendship  shall  be  re-eshiblished  between 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  bb  Britannic  Majesty, 
their  kingidoms,  states,  and  subjects,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
in  all  pacts  of  the  world  J  orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  ar- 
mies apd  squladrons,  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  ^f  the  two 
powers,  to  stop  all  hostilities,  and  to  live  in  the  most  per- 
fect union  ;  to  forget  the  past,  their  Sovereigns  showing  the 
e%tm|>le;  and  for  the  execution  of  this  article,  sea* 
passes  shall  be  given  on  each  side  for  the  ships  which 
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shall  be  despatched  to  carry  the  news  of  Jt  to  the  posses^ 
sions  of  the  said  powers." , 

And  by  the  HSid  artic]e<6f  the  same  treaty,  it  was  stipu- 
lated in  these  words  : 

^^  Id  order  to  prevent  all  causes  of  complaint  and  dis- 
pute which  may  arise  on  account  of  prizes  that  may  be 
taken  at  sea  after  the  signing  of  these  preliminary  articles, 
it  is  reciprocally  agreed  that  the  vessels  and  effiscts  whicb 
may  be  taken  in  the  channel  and  in  the  north  seas,  after 
the  space,  of  twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from  the  ratifi- 
cation of  these  preliminary  artk^les,  shall  be  restored  on 
each  side;  that  the  term  shall  be  one. numih  from  the  chafi" 
nel  and  the  north  seas^  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands, 
inchisively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  two  months  from  the  said  Canary  islands,  as  far  as 
the  said  equinoctial  line  or  equator ;  and,  lastly,  five 
months  ia  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  exr 
ception,  or  any  other  distinction  more,  particular,  of  time 
and  place." 

And  whereas,  on  the  said  20th  day  of  January,  1783, 
it  was  agreed,  and  by  instruments  signed  by  the  Mims-> 
ter  Plenipotejitiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  behalf 
of  bis  Majesty,  on  one  part,  and  by  the  Minister  Pleni- 
poteotiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ameviea,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  United  States,  on  the  other ;  it  was  mutual- 
ly declared  that  the  said  United  Sutes  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, their  subjects,  and  their  possessions,  ^nd  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  his  subjects  and  possessions,  should  be 
comprised  in  \he  suspension  of  arms  above  mentioned, 
and  that  they  should  consequently  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  at  the  same  periods  and  in  the 
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stmemaBoeras  the  Crowns  aforesaid,  and  their  subjects 
and  possessions,  respectively :  And  whereasya  doubt  has 
arisen,  and  a  question  bas  been  made,  concernifig  the  seose 
and  intention  of  the  high  contracting  parties  by  the  words 
'*'  fPun  moii  dqmu  la  Manche^^  les  mere  in  nord  jusqu? 
aUx  tilts  Canaries^  indusivemtntf^*  and  by  the  words 
^^  de  dmx  m&is  depuis  les  diU$  tiles  Ckmaries  jusqu^a  la 
l^ne  equinoxitde :'' 

Now,  in  order  to  remove  all  suck  doubts  and  questions, 
and  to  the  end  that  the  same  rule  of  justice  may  take 
(dace  in  aU  the  courts  of  justice,  in  y^cfth  nations,  it  is 

hereby  agreed  and  declared  by ,  in  the 

name  and  behalf  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  6reat  Bri* 
tain,  and  ^    —-^^ — ,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
on  the  other,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  United 
States,  that  the  line  of  latitude  of  the  southernmost  Ca«- 
i^ary  island  was  btended  by  the  said  bontracting  parties, 
and  that  the  armistice  aforesaid  ought  to  be  everywhere 
understood  and  construed  in  the  same'manner  as  if  the 
woi'ds  had  been,  ^*  from  the  channel  and  the  north  seas  to 
the  latitude  of  the  Canary  islands  inclusively,*^  and  **  from 
the  latkude  of  the  said  Canary  islands  to  the  equinoctial 
line;"  and  that  al^  judgments  and  decrees  of  courts  of 
justice  of  either  d*  the  parties  to  this  declaration,  rendered 
upon  any  different  construction  of  the  armistice  aforesaid, 
ought  tb  be  reversed.    ^ 

Done  at  Westminster,  the  — — 
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FROM   JOHN   ADAMS   TO   LORD    CAERMARTHEN. 

GJrosvenpT  Sqaaie,  Joljr  29,  .1785. 
My  l^rd. 
The  course  of  commerce  since  the  peace  between 
Gmat  Britai|i.  and   the   Unked   States  of  Aonerica  has 
t»een  such  as  to  have  produced  many  ioconveoieqoes  to 
the  persons  concerned  in  it  on  both  sides,  which  become 
Q^v^ry.  day  more  and  more  sensible.  The  zed  of  Americans 
to  ipake  remittapces  to  British  merchants  has  been  suoh. 
as  to  raise  the  interest   of  money   to  double  its   usual 
stanxkrdi  to  inc/e^se   the    price  of  bills  of  exchafige 
to  eight  or  ten  per  centum  abpve  par,  and  to  advance 
ttie  price  of  thia  prod^c^^of  the  country  ta  almost  double 
tbe^usual  rate*  Large,  som^  of  the  oirculatmg  cash,  and  as. 
mucb  pn}diice  as  could  be  f>urchftsed>  at  almost  any  rate, 
have  been  rem.itted  to  England;  but  much  of  thia  pro- 
duce liea  in  st^re  here,  because  it  will  not  fetch,  by 
reason  of  the  duties  9i>d  restfietioas  on  it,  the  price  given 
for  it  in  Amerioa*    No  political  arrangements  having  been 
made,  botjbc  the  British  imd  Amerioan  merchants  expected 
t(iat  the  trade  would  l^ave  returned  to  its  old  cbanneki 
and  neatly  under  the  same  regulations^  fovnd  by  long 
experience  to  be  beneficial*    B«»t  they  have  been  disap^ 
pointed  4  the  former  have  made  advances,  and  the  latter 
cQotradted  debts,  both  depending  upop  o^ittanees  iii  tbe 
usiiial articlea,  and  upon  the  aneient  terms;  bui  both  have 
fouled  themselves  mistaken^  und  it  is  nmah  to  be  feared 
that  cl^  con#equei|ices  will  be  numerous  failures.    Cash 
mi  b'^  have  been  chiefly  remitted ;  neither  rice^  tobacr 
CO,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  shipai,  oil»  nor  many  otjber^rttclea^ 
tbe>greftt.sQiir!;fe»^  of  remittances  fimneily,  c^n  now  be 
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sent' as  heretofpre,  because  of  restrictions  and  imposts 
which  are  new  in  this  commerce,  and  destructive  of  it ; 
^nd  the  trade  with  the  British  West  India  islands, 
formerly  a  vast  source  of  remittance,  is  at^  present 
obstructed. 

These  evils,  roy  Lord,  as  for  as  they  merely  afiecl  the 
Udited  States,  should  not  be  ofiered  to  your  Lordship's 
consideration  ;  they'  are  proper  subjects  for  the  deli- 
berations of  Congress  and  the  legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral States ;  but  as  far  as  they  afl^ct  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  as  far^as 
they  afiect  the  general  system  of  commerce,  revenue, 
and  policy  of  the  British  empire,  your  Lordship  will 
undoubtedly  give  them  their  due  weight.  There  is  a 
literal  impossibility,  my  Lord,  that  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  countries  can  continue  long  to  the  advan- 
tage, of  either,  upon  the  present  footing.  The  evils 
already  experienced  will  be  much  increased,  and  more 
severely  felt,  if  the  causes  of  them  are  permitted  much 
longer  to  operate.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  citizens  of  tl)e 
United  States  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  intercourse 
with '  the  King's  subjects,  and  it  will  be  with  regret 
that  they  shall  see  the  necessity  of  searching  fdr  other 
resources,  as  substitutes  for  British  commerce,  either  in 
other  countries  or  in  manufactures  at  home.  Whether 
it  is  not  pulling  at-  hazard  too  material  an  interest  to  risk 
an  alienation  from  these  kingdoms  of  the  American  com- 
merce, or  any  considerable  part  of  it,  for  the  sake  of  the 
advantages  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  present  restric- 
tions on  it,  is  a  question  vdiich  must  be  submitted  to 
your  Lordship's  consideration. 

In  order  to  bring  this  subject,  so  momentous  to  both 
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c^ntries,  under  a  oaociid  disensaion,  I  do  myeelf  the 
honor  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  propose  to  tbe 
considefatioQ  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  a  pro)at  dt  a 
&ir  and  eqpitable  treaty  of  commerce  bQt<(?eea  his  Ma*^ . 
jesty  and  the  United  Swes  of  Amerioay  prepared  ik 
coi)forn)ity  to  the  instructions  of  Coogness,  and  submii  U 
^tirely  to  your  Lordahip  to  d6cide  whether  the  nego-» 
ti^tion  $k^\\  he  CQpdqcted  with  your  Lordship,  or  witft 
any  other  person,  to  be  invested  with  powers  equal  to 
iQJne,  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose.  . 

-      With  great  respect,  ito^ 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Mi^^dsUr  PhnipqtenUary  from  the  Vniied  St^Uiof 
America  U^  the  Court  of  Qrtat  Britain^ 

Draught  of  a  treaty  of  dmity  and  commerce  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  parties  being  willing^to  6x,  in  a  pertiifttiest  anj 
equUable  ^nner,/the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  cool* 
noerce  they  desire  to  establish  between  their  respective 
countries,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  cannot  foe  better 
obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect  equality  ;9Ad 
reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement;  on  these 
priociples,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  i^are  agrei^  to 
the  foUowjog  articles :  -  . 

.  Artujuj  I..  There  shall  be  a  ^*tn^  invioliihle,  and 
universal  peace  and  sincere  jGri^dship  between  his  Bri^ 
tannic  Maj^ty,  his  hein^  suc^^ois^  and  sMb^ccts  on  0ie 
one  part,  and  the  United  States  of  An^ema  and  dKJr 
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citifisens  on  the  other,  without  exception  of  {persons  e>r 
places. 

'  Article  ii.  The  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
may  frdquedt  all  the  cooists  and  countries  of  the  United 
States,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorta  of  produce, 
manufactures,  and  merchandise,  and  shall  pay  within  the 
said  United  States  of  America  no  other  or  greater  duties, 
charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  than  the  diizem  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States  tkethsehes  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and 
they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges^  and  exemptions 
in  navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  citizens  of  the 
said  United  States  themselves  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  hi.  In  like  manner,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  may  frequent  all  the  coasts 
and  countries  of  his  E^ritannic  Majesty^  and  reside  and 
trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and 
9)e.rchandise,  and  shall  pay  in  the  dominions  of  bis  said 
Majesty  no  other  or  greater  duties^  charges,  or  fees 
whatsoever,  than  the  natural  born  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  themselves  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay;  and 
they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions 
in  navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  natural  born  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

^BTicLB  IV.  More  especially,  each  party  shall  have  a 
right  v>  carry  any  kinds  of  produce,  manufactures,  and 
merchandise,  oV  whatever  place  they  be  the  growth  or 
manufacture,  in  iheir  own  or  any  other  vessel,  to  any 
ports  or  dominions  «C  the  other,  where  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  all  persons  freely  i^  purchase  them,  and  thence  to 
talce  produce,  manufactures^,  and  merchandise,  of  whatever 
ptabe  or  growth,  whidh  all  persons  shall,  in  like  manner, 
be  free  to  sell  them ;  paying  in  both  cases  such  duti^, 
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charges,  and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the 
natural  bom  subjects  or  citizens.  Nevertheless,  each 
party  reserves  to  itself  the  right,  where  any  nation  re- 
strains the  transportation  of  merchandise  to  the  vessels 
of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the  growth  or  manufactdre, 
to  establish  against  such  nation  retaliating  regulations ; 
and  also  the  right  to  prohibit  in  their  respective  coup- 
tries  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  species  of 
goods  or  commodities  whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  state 
shall  require  it.  In  this  case,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 
oither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  not  import  nor  ex- 
port the  merchandise  prohibited  by  the  other;  but  if 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  person  of  their 
own  or  any  other  nation  to  import  or  export  the  same 
merchandise,  the  citizens  or  subjects  oi'  the  other  shall 
immediately  enjoy  the  same  liberty. 

,  Article  v.  All  mercb^^^s,  commanders  of  vessels, 
and  other  subjects  and  citizens  of  each  party,  shall  have 
free  liberty,  in  all  f»laces  within  the  dominion  or  juris- 
diction of  the  i>£fter,  to  manage  their  own  business  them- 
selves, or,  lo  epoploy  whomsoever  they  please  to  manage 
the  wM^^o^  any  part  thereof  for  them;  and  shall  not 
be  obliged  to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  broker,  or 
other  person  Whatsoever^  npr  to  pay  them  any  salary  or 
feeSf  unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of  them.  Moreover, 
they  shall  not  be  obliged)  in  loading  dr  uploading  their 
vessels,  to  make  use  of  those  workmen  who  may  be 
Appointed  by  public  authority  for  that  purpose;  but  it 
«hall  be  entirely  free  for  ihem  to  load  or  unload  them  by 
themselves,  or  to  make  use  of  such  persons  in  loading  or 
unloading  them  as  they  shall  think  fit^  without  paying 
any  fees  or  salary  to  any  other  whomsoever.     Neither 
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sh^U  they  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  noercfaacdise 
into  any  other  vessels,  or  to  receive  them  into  their  own^ 
or  to  wait  for  their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please* 

Article  vi.  That  the  vessels  of  either  party  loading 
within  the  ports  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other  may  not  be 
uselessly  harassed  or  detained,  it  is  agreed  that  ail 
examinations  of  goods  required  by  the  laws  shall  bt 
made  before  they  are  kden  on  board  the  vessel,  and 
that  there  shall  be  no  examination  after;  nor  shall  the 
'  vessel  be  searched  at  any  time,  unless  articles  shaii  have 
been  laden  therein  clandestinely  and  illegally ;  in  wbicfa 
case,  the  person  by  whose  order  they  were  carried  on 
board,  or  who  carried  them  without  order,  shaH  be  liable 
to  the  hws  of  the  land  in  which  he  is.  But  no  other 
person  shall  be  molested,  nor  shall  any  goods  nor  the 
vessel  be  seized  or  detained,  for  that  cause. 

Article  vii.  Each  party  ^ball  endeavor,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  to  protect  t^d  defend  all  vessels 
and  other  effects  belonging  to  the  d^jzens  or  subjecU  of 
the  other,  which  shall  be  within  the  ^tent  of  their 
jurisdiction  by  sea  or  by  land,  and  shall  ute  all  their 
efibrts  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  Oie  right 
owner,  their  vessels  and  effects  which  shall  be  tiJcen 
from  them  within  the  extent  of  their  said  jarisdiction. 

Article  viii.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  * 
of  either  party  coming  on  any  coast  belonging  to  the  other, 
but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or,  being  entered  into 
port,  and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  break 
built,  shall  have  liberty  to  depart  and  pursue  their  voy- 
a'ge  without  molestation,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
pay  any  duties,  charges,  or  lees  whatsoever,  or  to  render 
any  account  of  their  cai*go. 
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Article  ix.  When  aoy  vessel  of  either  party  sh 
be  wrecked,  fbunderedy  or  otherwise  damaged,  on  the 
coasts  or  withiQ  the  dotBinioQ  of  the  other,  their  respec- 
tive subjeats  or  citizens  sliall  receive,  as  well  for  them- 
selves, as  for  their  vessels  and  effects^  the  same  assistance 
which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitabts  of  the  country 
where  the  damage  happens ;  and  shall  pay  the  same  charges 
and  dues  only  as  the  said  inhabitants  would  be  subject  to 
payin  a  like  case ;  and  if  the  operations  of  repair  shaH 
require  that  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  cargo  be  mi" 
loaded,  they  shall  pfiyno  duties,  charges,  or  fees  on  the 
part  which  they  shall  relade  and  carry  uway.. 

The  ancient  and  barbarous  right  to  wrecks  of  the  sea 
sh^ll  he  entirely  abolished,  with  respect  to  the  subject?  or 
citizens  of  Ihe  two  contracting  paptieSii 

.  Article  x.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  party  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  witl^in  the 
jurisdiction  of  tKe  other,  by  testament,  donation,  or  other- 
wise ;  and  their  representatives^b^ing  subjects  or  citizens  of 
the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to  tlieir  said  personal  goods« 
whether  by  testament  ot  akiniestatoi  and  may  take  pos- 
session thereof,  either  by  themselves,  or  byx>thers  acting 
for  th^m,  and  dispose  of  the  s^me  at  tbeir  will,  paying 
such  dues  only  as  tbo  inhabitants  of  the  couiHry  wherein 
the  said  goodi  are  shall  be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  abaeiice  of  the  representative,  sutch 
care  shall  be^  taken  of  the  said  goods,  aqd  for- so  lotjg  a 
time,  as  would  be  taken  <>t  the  goods  of  a  native  in  like 
case,  until  the  lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiv- 
ing th^n;^  and  if  que3tions  shall  arise  among  several 
datmants  to  which  of   them    the  said   goods  belo&g, 

the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  >tbe  laW3  and  judges 
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of  the  land  wberein  the  said  goods  are ;  and  wlierc,  on  the 
death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within  the  territo- 
ries of  the  one  party,  such  real  estate  would,  by  the  laws 
of  the  land>  descend  on  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  other, 
were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  such  subject  shall  be 
allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  same,  and  to  with- 
draw the  proceeds  without  molestation. ' 

Article  xi.  The  most  perfect  freedom  of  conscience 
and  of  worship  ts  granted  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
either  party  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,- witl^out 
being  liable  to  molestation  in  that  respect  for  any  cause 
other  than  an  insult  on  the  religion  of  others ;  moreover, 
when  the  subjects  or  citizcnis  of  tbe  one  party  shall  die 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  their  bodies  shall  be 
buried  in  the  usual  burying  grounds,  or  other  decent  and 
suitable  places,  and  shall  be  protected  from  violence  or 
disturbance. 

Article  xn.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parlies  should 
be  engaged  in  a  war  with  any  other  power,  the  free  inter- 
course and  commerce  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
party  remaining  neutral  with  the  belligerant  powers  shall 
not  be  interrupted ;  on  the  contrary,  in  that  ease,  as  in 
full  peace,  the  vessels  of  the  h^utral  power  may  navigate 
freely  to  and  from  the  ports  and  on  the  coasts  of  tbe  bel- 
ligerant parties,  free  vessels  making  free  goods  ;  insomuch 
that  all  things  shall  be  adjudged  free  which  shall  be  on 
board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  although 
such  things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the  other ;  and  the 
same  freedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall  be 
on  board  a  free  vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies 
to  tbe  other  party,  unless  they  be  soldiers  or  pobKc  char- 
acters in  actusal  service  of  such  enemy.  On  the  other  hand, 
enemy  vessels  shall  make  enemy  goods  ;  insomuch  that, 
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whatever  shall  b^  fiound  in  t,be  vessels  of  an  eoeny  shaU 
be  confiscated^  without  distinction,  except  such  goods  an4 
merchandise  as,  were  put  on  board  such  vessel  before  th^ 
declaration  of  war,  or  within  six  months  after  it,  which 
shall  be  free. 

Article  xui.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other 
power,  to  prevent  all  the  difficulties  and  misunderstanding 
that  usually  arise  respecting  the  merchandise  beretofpre 
called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
stores  of ; every  kind,  no  suc^  ai'ticleis,  carried  in.tlie  ves* 
sels  or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties,  td 
tlie  eneipies  of  the  other,. shall  be  deemed  coQtraband  9p 
«»,  to  induce  confiscation  or  condemnation,  and  a  loss  of 
propeily  to  individual^.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  stop  such  vessels,. and  to. make  them  unlade  such  arti* 
cles  in  the  nearest  port,  putting  them  under  safe-keeping, 
or  to  detain  Vhem  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors 
may.tfainlj^  necessary  to  prevent,  the  inconvenience  or 
daaaage  that  might  ensqe  from  their,  proceeding;;  paying, 
however,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  such 
arrest  shall  oc(^ioa  to  the  proprietors:  or  it  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  use,  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  wh9le  or 
a»y  part  of  the  miUtaiy  stores  so  detained,  paying  th^ 
owners  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  current  price  at  the  place  of  its  destination.  But  in 
\i^  c^e  of  a  vessel  so  $ti9^pe4  for,  articles  berefoforf 
deemed  contraband, .  if  the  master  wijl  deliyer  out  the 
goods  soppcMsed  to  be  of  contraband  nature,  he  shall  be 
admit^d  to  doit,  and  the  vessel  shall  not,  in  that  ca$e, 
b^  cflurri^d  it^toany  port,  nor  further  detained,  but  shall 
be  alloffed  tp  proceed  on  her  voyeg?^  nor  shall  any  sucl^ 
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irttcles  fee  mibject  to  be  taken  or  dehyed  io  any  ca^,  if 
fliey  be  not  in  greater  quantity  than  mary  be  necessary 
for  tbe  use  of  the  ship,  or  of  the  persons  in  it. 
'    Abt^cle  XIV.     And  in  the  same  case,  wbere  one  of 
tbe  parties  is  engaged  in  war  with  another  power,  that 
Hie  iPess^s  of  tlie   neutral   party   may  be  readily  and 
certaioty  known,  it  is  agreed  that  they  shall  be  prorided 
with  sea-letters   or   passports,  trtibh  shall   express  the 
name,  tbe  property,  and  burden  of  tbe  vessel,  as  also 
die  name  and  dwelling  of  the  "master ;  wbich  passports ' 
shall  be  made  out  in  good  and  due  fomls,  to  be  settled 
tyy  convention  between  the   parties  whenever  occaskjB 
ihall  require,  shall  be  renewed  as  often  as  the  vessel 
lAiali  return  into  port,  and  shall  be  exhibited  whenever 
irequired,  as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port.      But>  if 
iJie  said  vessel  be  under  convoy  of  one  or  more  vesseb 
df  war  belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  the  simple  de- 
claration of  the  (^cef  commanding  the  convoy  that  the 
*aid  vessel  belongs  to  the  party  of  \^hicb  he  is,  shall  be 
considered  as  establishing  the  fact,  and  shaH  relieve  both 
parties  from  the  trouble  of  further  examination. 
'Article  xv.     And   to  prevent  entirely  all  disorder 
and  violence  in  such  cases,  it  ii  stipulated  that  when  tbe 
vessels  of  tbe   neutral   party,   sailing  without  convoy, 
lihall  be  met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or  private,  of 
fhe  other  party,  su(Jh  vessel  of  war  sball  not  approach 
n^ithin  cannon*«hot  of  the  eaid,  neutral  vessel,  nor  send 
more  than  two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the 
same,  to  examine  her  sea-letters  or  passports ;  and  all  per- 
sens  belonging  to  any  vessel  of  war^  piibKe  or  private, 
who  sball  tnolest  or  injure  in  any  manner  whatever  the 
people,  vessel,  dr  effects  of*  th«l   other  party,  shall  be 
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responsible  \n  therr  persons  and  property  for  damages 
and  interest;  strfficient  security  for  which  shall  be  given 
by  all  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels,^  before  they 
are  commissioned. 

Article  xvi.  It  is  agreed  that  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  their  vessels 
and  effects,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any' embargo  or  deten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  other,  for'ahy  itiilitary  expedition, 
or  other  public  or  private  purpose  whatsoever ;  and  in 
all  cases  of  seizure,  detention,  or  arrest'  for  debts  con- 
tracted, or  offences  committed  by  any  citizen  or  subject 
of  the  one  party,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the 
same  shall  be  made  and  prosectited  t^  order  atrd  author- 
Tty  of  law.  only,  and  accor^g  to  the  regular  cour^  off 
proceedings  usual  in  such  cases* 

AiiTtcLte  XVII.  If  any  vessd  or  effects  of  the 
neatral  power  be  taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  other,  or 
by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  that  other,  they  ^aH  be 
brought  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  de- 
livered into  the  custody  of  the  officers  Mjf  that  port,  in 
order  to  be  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  sbon 
as  due  proof  shalLbe  made  concerning  the  property 
thetedf. 

AnttciM  tYUi.  If  the  cll^eiis  or  stibj^cts  of  either 
party,  in  -danger  from  tempests,  pirates,  enetnies,  or  other 
accident,  shall  take  refiige,  with  tlieir  vessels  or  effects, 
within  the  harbors  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  fhey  shall 
be  received^  piotebted,  and  lir^led  with  humanity  ^nd 
kindness,  and  shall  %e  permitted  to  fumFsh  t4i«(DS(6tves, 
kt  reasonable,  prices,  with  aft  refresbments,  provision^f,  and 
other  things  fiecessaiy  for  tjijrir  sustenance,  health,  and 
8i0iS9minodatbn,  a^d  for  the  tepdir  of  theif  vesseb. 
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Aeticle  XIX,  The -vessels  of-  war,  public  and^  pri- 
vate, of  both  parties,  shall  carry  freely,  wbere$oev.«r 
they  please,  the  vessels  and  effects  taken  from  their 
enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges, 
or  fees  to  officers  of  admiralty,  of  the  customs,  or  any 
others ;  nor  shall  such  prizes  be  arrested,  searched,  or 
put  under  legal  process  when  they  con^  to  or  enter  the 
ports  of  the  other  party  ;  but  may  freely  be  carried  out 
^gain  at  any  tiine,  by  their  captors,  to  the  places  expressed 
in  their  commissions,  which  ,the  commanding  officers  of 
such  vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  show.  But  no  vessel, 
which  shall  have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  bis 
Most  Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  sliall  have 
a  right  of  asylum  in  the  ports  or  havens  of  the  United 
States :  and  if  any  such  be  forced  therein  by  tempest  or 
dangers  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties 
existing  between  his  said  Most  Christian  Majesty  and 
the  said  United  States.  ^ 

Article  XX.  No  citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  take  from  any  power,  with  which 
the  other  may  be  at  war,  any  commission  or  letter  of 
marque  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  agaunst 
the  other,  on  pain  of  be^^g x punished  as  a  pirate;  nor 
shall  ^itlier  party  hire,  lend,  or  give  any  part  of  their 
naval  or  military  Ibrcejo  the  enemy  of  the  other,  to  aid 
then)  offensively  or  defensively  against  Ibal  other. 

Article  xxi.  If  the  two  contracting  parties  sbould 
be  engaged  in  war  against  a  common  ^nemy,  the  ibllow* 
ing  pciints  shall  be  observed  between  them :  1st..  If  a 
vessel  of  one  of  tlie  partif  s,  retaken  by  a  privateer  of 
the  other,  shall  not  have  been  in  poseasion  of  the  enes^ 
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more  than  twenty^four  hours,  she  shall  be  restored  to 
the  first  owner  ibr  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo ;  but  if  she  shall  have  been  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy^  she  shall  beloiig 
wholly  to  the  recaptors.  2d-  If,  in  the  same  case, 
the  recapture  we^e  by  a  public  vessel  of  war  of  the  one 
party,  r^itution  shall  be  made  to  the  owner  for  one- 
thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  if 
she  shall  not  have  been  iq  possession  of  the  enemy  more 
than  twenty-four  hours;  and  one-tenth  of  the  said  value, 
where  she  shall  have  beenjonger;  which  sums  shall  be 
dJ3Hib»ted  in  grattiiti^s  to  the  recaptors.  .  3d.  The 
reetiiution,  in  the  cases  aforesaid,  shall  be  after  due  proof 
of  prppjBrty,  and  surety  given  for  the  part  to  which  the 
recapt<)rs  are  entitled.  4th.  The  vess^els  of  war,  public 
and  private,  of  the  two  parties,  slmll  be  reciprocally  ad- 
mitted, with  their  prizes,  into  the  respective  ports  of , 
each;  but. the  said  prizes  shall  not  bi^ discharged  nor 
sold  there^  until  their  legality  shall  have  been  decided 
according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  State  to 
which  the  captors  belong.  5th«  It  shall  be  free  to 
each  party  to  make  such,  regulations  as  they  judge  ne- 
cessary foir  the  conduct  of  their  respective  vessels  of 
war,  public  or  private,  relative  to  the  v^aals  which  tl)^y 
shall  take  and  carry  into  the  ports  of  the  two  parties,.  • 

AKTjejiE  XXII.  Where  the  parties  shall  have  a 
common  enemy,  or  shall  both  be  neutral,  the  vessels  of 
war  of  eajch  sh^ll,  upon  all  occasions>  take  under  their 
protection  the  vQs^els  of  the  other  going  the  same  course, 
and  shall  defend  such  vessels,  as  long  as  they  hold  the 
same  coui^e,  agninst  all  %6^  and  violence,  in  the  same 
noatmer  as  they  ought  to  project  and  defend  v^sds 
belonging  to  the  party  of  which  they  are. 
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Article  xxiii.  If  a  war  sliouid  Qrise  between  the 
two  contracting  parties,  the  merchants  of  either  Coontf}', 
then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remam 
nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their  affairs, 
and  m«iy  depart  freely,  carrying  off  nil  their  effects, 
withoQt  molestation  or  hinderance ;  and  all  wotnen^nd 
children,  artisans,  scholars  of  every  faculty,  cultivators  of 
the  earth,  manufacturers  and  fishermen,  unarmed  ami  in- 
habiting unfortified  towns,  villages,  dr  placei^,  whose  occti* 
pations  are  for  the  common  subsistence  and  benefit  of 
mankind,  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  their  respective 
employments,  and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  persons, 
nor  shall  their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt  or  otherwfee 
destroyed,  nor  their  fields  wasted  by  the  armed  force  of 
the  enemy  into  whose  power,  by  the  events  of  war, 
they  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  if  ahy  thing  is  necessary 
to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  use  &f  such  armed  ibrce, 
the  same  shall  b^  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price;  and  aU 
merchant  and  trading  vessels  employed  in  exchanging 
the  products  of  di^ent  places,  and  thereby  rendering 
the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts  of  human 
tife,  more  edsy  to  be  obtained'  and  more  general,  shaU  be 
allowed  to  pass  free  and  nnmolested;  and  neither  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commission 
to  any  private 'armed  vessels,  en^p<H^ring  them  to  take 
or  destroy  such  trading  vessels,  or  interrupt  «ucb  com- 
merce. 

Article  xxiv.  And  to  prev^t  the  destruction 
of  prisoners  of  war>  by  sending  them  into  distaiit  and 
inclement  countries,  or  by  crcrtvdhig  them  into  ck)8e  and 
tioxious  places,  the  two  Qpntracting  pwties  solemnly 
pledge  thems^es  to  each  other,* and  to  the  world,  that 
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they  will  not  adopt  aoy  such  practice  ;  that  tbey  neitlier 
will  send  the  prisoners  whom  they  may  take  froin  the 
oUier  into  the  East  Indies^  nor  any  other  parts  of  Asia, 
nor  Africa;  but  they  shall  be  placed  in  some  part  of  their 
dominions  in  Europe  or  America,  in  wholesome>  siuia^ 
tioBs;  that  they  shall  not  be  confined  in  dungeons,  prisoi^- 
Bl)ips,  nor  prisons,  nor  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor 
jotfaerwise  restrained  in  the  use  of  their  limbs ;  that  the 
xifficers  shall  be  enlarged  on  their  paroles  within  cpnver 
oient  districts,  and  have  comfortable  quarters,  and  th^ 
common  men  be  disposed  in  cantonments  open  and  ex«^ 
tensive  enough  for  air  and  exercise^  and  lodged  in  bar^ 
racks  as  roomy  and  gdod  as  are  provided  by  the  party 
in  whose  power  they  are  for  their  own  troops ;  that  the 
officers  shall  also  be  daily  furnished  by  the  party  in 
whose  power  they  are,  with  as  many  rs^tions,  and  of  the 
same  articles  and  quality,  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either 
in  kind  or  by  commutation,  to  officers  of  equal  rank  in 
their  own  army,  and  all  others  shall  be  daily  furnished  by 
them  with  such  rations  as  they  allow  to  a  common  soldier 
io  their  own  service ;  the  value  wjiereof  shall  be  paid 
by  the.  other  party  on  a  mutual  adjustment  of  account^ 
for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  war^ 
and  the  said  accounts  .shall  not  be  mingled  with,  or  set 
off  against,  any  otliers,  nor  the  balances  due  on  them  be 
withheld  as  a  satisfection  pr  xeprisal  for  any  ether  article, 
or  for  any  other  cause,  real  or  pretended,  whatever. 
Tb^t  each  party  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  commissary 
of  prisoners. of  their  own  appointment,,  with  ev^ry  sepa- 
rate cantonment  of  prisoners  in  possession  qf  the  other, 
3i^]|icb  eomn^issary  shsdl  s^,  the  prisoners  as  often  a^  he 
{ijeasei^  shall  be  ftllowed  to  receive  apd  di?t£ibate  wbati- 
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ever  comforts  may  be  sent  to  them  by  their  friends,  and 
shall  be  free  to  make  his  reports,  in  open  letters,  to  those 
who  employ  him ;  but  if  any  officer  shall  break  bis  parole, 
or  any  other  prisoner  shall  escape^  from -tbe  limits  of  his 
cantoiynent,  after  they  shall  have  been  designated  to  him, 
such  individual  officer  or  other  prisoner  shall  forfeit  so 
much  of  the  benefit  of  this  article  as  provides  for  bis 
enlargement  on  parole  or  cantonment.  And  it  is  declared, 
that  neither  the  pretence  that  war  dissoljires  all  treaties, 
nor  any  other  whatsoever,  shall  be  considered  as  annul- 
ling or  suspending  this  and  the  next  preceding  article  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  slate  of  war  is  precisely 
that  for  which  they  are  provided,  and  during  which  ihey 
are  to  be  as  sacredly  observed  as  the  most  acknowledged 
articles  in  the  laws  of  nature  or  nations. 

Article  xxv.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to 
each  other  the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissa- 
ries of  their  own  appointment,  whose  functions  shall  be 
regulated  by  particular  agreement,  whenever  either  party 
shall  choose  to  make  such  appointment;  but  if  any  such 
Consuls  shall  exercise  commerce,  they  sball  be  submitted 
to  the  same  laws  and  usages  to  which  the  private  indivi- 
duals of  their  nation  are  submitted  in  the  same  place. 

Article  xxvi.  If  either  parly  shall  hereafter  grant 
to  any  other  nation  any  particular  favor  in  navigation  or 
commerce,  it  shaH  immediately  become  common  to  the 
other  party,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such 
other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation  where  such 
nation  does  the  same. 

Article  xxvir.  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America  agree  that  this  treaty  sball  he 
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in  force  during  the  term  of years  from  tlie  exchange 

of  ratifications;  and  if  the  expiration  of  that  term  should 
happen  during  the  course  of  a  war  between  them,  then 
the  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation  of  their  con- 
duct during  such  war  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  which  shall  re-establish  peace  ;  and 
that  this  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged,  within  one  year  from  the  day  of 
its  signature. 


OdSce  for  Foreign  AJairs,         > 
^  Febraary  2,  1786-3 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  draught  of 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  said  States,  which  was  transmitted  by 
Mr.  Adams,  together  with  his  letters  that  accompatiied  it, 
reports  : 

That,  in  his  opinion,  the  United  States  may  safely  en- 
ter into  treaty  with  Britain,  on  the  terms,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tenor  of  said  draught ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  should  be 
Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  the  said  draught ; 
and  that  in  the  blank  left  for  the  term  of  the  duration  of 
the  treaty  be  inserted  twenty  years. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  it  would  be  expedient  to  refer 
the  letters  above  melntioned  to  the  same  comnrtittee  to 
whom  other  letters  from  Mr.  Adams  were  yesterday  com- 
mitted. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Ofllce  f o^  Fortign  Affairs,     1 
Ai^ustS,  1785.  j" 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  en- 
closed, a  copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  Carter  to  the  honorable 
D.  Howell,  Esq.,  of  19th  April,  1785;  and  also  a  copy 
of  my  report  on  that  letter,  which,  having  been  approved 
by  Congress,  was  referred  to  me  to  take  order. 

These  papers  respect  the  detention  of  Americans  cap- 
tured during  the  war ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  nothing 
on  your  part  will  be  wanting  to  restore  those  brave  men 
to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  their  country,  who  have 
done  and  suffered  so  much  for  both. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report  of  John  Jay  relative  to  American  prisoners. 

Office  (br  Foreign  Affairs,     ? 
June  9,  1785.  j 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afeirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
John  Carter  to  the  honorable  David  Howell,  Esquire^ 
of  the  19lh  April  last,  respecting  Mr.  Richard  liow 
and  other  Americans,  who,  having  been  made  prisoners 
by  the  British  during  the  late  war,  are  not  yet  relea$ed, 
reports : 
That,  in  his  opinion^  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  should 

be  transmitted  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
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Unked  States  at  the  Court  of  Loilt]on,  with  instructions 
to  lay  the  same  before  thie  Minister,  and  .to  demaild  thai 
orders  be  Immediately  given  ibr-the  release  and  discharge 
of  all  su6h  Aisierican  soldierj^,  seamen,  and  citizens,  as, 
kiving  been  captured  during  the  late  war,  may  ybt  be 
cktaioed  in  bis  Britannic  Majesty's  prisons^  garrisons^  ar- 
mies, or  ships. 
All  which  is  sutoiitted  to  the  vti^dom  of  Congress. 
-  JOHN  JAY. 


FXOX  iORN    CAKYCR- TO   I>AVU>    HOWXfA. 

Prdridcttce,  ApriTlS,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  e&cts  of'  the  late  war  are  still  severely  felt  by 
individuals,  as  well  as  by  the  States  at  large ;  antl  there 
is  reason- to  believe  that  many  of  our  citizens  are  still  de- 
tained on  bojard  bis  BritaoniQ  B|iuestj/s -ships  of  war.  Hu- 
manity, as  well  as  policy,  ^dictates  that  a  demand  should 
be  made  of  them,  that  they  may  be  restored  to  their 
couQiry  ai^.o(H?^x!iQPS. 

Colonel  Jokua  Jl*Ow,  qf  War^riofc, -fa^.  rqquefifff^d  m^ 
to  write  you  ptfifeularjy/  in;  INwlf.  of  his  $oai  ^. 
Richard  Low,  who,  in  the  year  1776,  wa:a  captured. ii^ 
an.isoarB^d  merbh^nt  sjoop,  by  th^  Niger  frigaie^  an4" 
ironjedi^ly .  put  to  duty  on  bo^rd  bef.  Tba  N%ftr 
afterwards  convoyed  a  fleet  from  New  York  xo  Engird, 
and  from  the^  satjted  for  the  Jamaica  ^tafipp^  where 
the  ranained.  Qb<]j^,  fbr#e  y^ftfs.  Af r.  Lofw  was/tbeo. 
tiirliedon  board  aootfi^r  abjp^  aiM  «i>M#4  a  second  timo. 
for  England,  whejr^,  on  his  arrival,  be  wa»  dritygjrted  with. 
Vol.  IV.— 18 
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a  pijreber  of  other  Araenc2«is,  QQd  pul  on  board  Che  f)e- 
(»j^,  of  §Qi?eik|y-jour  guos.  The-  I>©fence  soon  aftct 
suited  foif  tbiB  JEiftst  Indies^  and  QoIo&qI  Liow  has  lately 
received  a  ^  leHer  froia  his  5ori>  daled  *t  Bombay,  m 
imw^fYj  1784*  He  iofonns  that  the  sdup  was  to  9^ 
fee  Eflgland  in  October,  and  would  probably  arrivie  in  the 
present  month  of  "April. 

He  lifts  ev^  earnestly  wished  to  be  peitnilted  to  remm 
to  his  c^otry  and  friends ;  and  Colonel  Low  entreats  that, 
in  the  next  public  despatches  for  Europe,  his  son's  case 
may  be  stated  to  the  American  Minister  or  commissioner, 
that  the  prqper  steps  eaay  be  pmsaed  to  obtaia  his  re- 
lease, after  so  long  and  so  painful  a  captivity. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.,     ,     ^ 

JOHN  CARTER: 


"       '  Ncur  Ybrk/^ctober  14,  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  date  of  ray  last  to  you,  ^/^iMi  wae  the  6fh 
9d{)temberjast,  I  tavis'b^n  hoflored^witb  yoars  of  tbe 
10th  atod  26th  Jmie,  ^nd  I9th  and  Si9lti  Jul/,  with  the 
j^peis'^ntidned  to  be  enclosed ;  they  are  now  before 
Congress^  and  I  am  persuaded  tftat  the  stro»g  marks 
tb^  bea^  of  industry  m4  altcntidft  •  will  give  them  plea- 
sure* 

I  perfiectiy-^fiGur  with  you  m  semiment  respecting 
i«feat  ought  «> 'be  the  conduct  and  pdl^j  of  the  Ufaittsct 
Sftlltys,  ittid  f  Jtei  nbt  will^6ut  hcq)e8lhirth6y  l^iB  gradu- 
iffy  petty ve  %n4  pttrsue  iheir  true  IWereals.     T^herfe 
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dsnainly  IS  itiucfa  temper  as  well  as  talents  in  Congraas ; 
and  although  it  is  not  in  their  power  todo  all  ttet  should 
bo  done,  yet  they  are  willing  and  industrious  to  do  what- 
ever depends  upon  them. . 

Your  letters,  I  wca  sure,  are  useful ;  tfaey  disseminate- 
and  enforce  those '  federal  ideas,  which  cannot  be  too 
forcibly  inculcated  or  too  strongly  impressed.  Our  Federal' 
Gbxrernment  is  incompetent  to  its  objects,  and  as  it  is  the 
injlBsest  of  our  country,  so  it  is  the  duty  of  her  leiadio^ 
characters,  to  co-operate  in  measure  for  enlarging  and 
invigor^tiDg  it.    The  rage  for  separations  and  new  States 
is  mischievous ;  it  wiM,  unless  tsfaeclc^d,  scatter  bur  re-' 
soixrces^  and  in  every  view  enfeeble  the  Union.     Your 
testimony  against  such  licentious,  anarchial  proceedings, 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  have  great  weight. 

Yoor  letters,  as  yet  are  silent  respecting  the  evacuation 
of  out  frontier  posts.  1  d6  not  mean  to  press  you  either 
to  do  or  say  any  thing  wutcksoncMy  about  it,  for  there' 
aretiiBes  and  tides  in  human  a0birs  to  be  watdhed  and 
observed.  I  know  your  attention,  and  thefeibre  rest- 
satisfied  that  we  shsrft  bear  from  you  on  this  interesUng^ 
sahject  as  soon  as  you  ought  to  write  abput  it.  During' 
the  ensuing  sessions  of  ^  legislatures;  t  ^ball  watch' 
tbeir  acis^  and  endeavior  to  %&A  yoosuch  as  may  respect' 
the  incer^s^  of  tfaeUnbn.  I  find  it  extremely  id^ulc 
to  collect  them.  When  I  first  came  into  this  office,  Iwroie 
a  oiioular  letter  to  the  Governors)  requestkg  them,  among 
ocber  thkigs^  to  send  win  fnxn^timct  to  time  printed  copw^s^ 
of  liieir  acts ;  but  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  ir 
has  so  happened  that,  except  in  two  or  tiivee  instances,  * 
this  request  lia^  b«n  entkriy  Mgleeted. 

With  the  news|kpers  herewith  sent,  you  will  find  the 
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requisition  of  Congress.    What  its  success  will  be,  cannot 
yet  be  determined. 

The  Algerines,  it  seems,  have  declared  war  against 
us  ;  if  we  act  properly,  I  shall  not  be  very  sorry  for  it.. 
In  my  opinion,  it  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  navy,  and 
tend  to  draw  us  more  closely  into  a  federal  system.  On 
that  ground  only  we  want  strength;  and  could  our  people 
be  brought  to  see  it  in  that  light,  and  act  accordingly,  we 
should  have  little  reason  to  apprehend  danger  fronr  any 
quarter.  Monsieur  de  Marbois  has  left  us,  and  is  gone  to 
St.  Domii>go,  where  be  has  \sn  intendancy.  Mr.  Otto 
succeeds  him,  and  appears  well  disposed. 

As  yet,  your  place  at  the  Hague  is  vacant.  Sefveiik) 
gentlemen  ^re  in  nomination,  among  whom  I  bear  are 
Mr.  I^ard  and  Mr.  Madison.       -        , 

Doctor  Franklin  is  happy  at  Philadelphia.  Both  parties 
are  assiduous  in  their  attentions  to  him,  and  it  is  thought 
more  than  probable  be  will  succeed  Mr.  Dickinson.  1 
fear,  in  the  language  of  our  farmers,  that  a  day  so  re» 
markably  fine  for  the  season  may  piove.a  weather  breeder; 
that  is,  that  he  will  &id  it  >  difficult  to  manage  both  par* 
ties ;  f(^,  if  he  gives  himself  up  to  one,  he  most  expect 
hostility  from  the  other.  I  wbfa  he  Bray  he  able  to  re- 
concile them,  and  thereby  restore  that  State  to  the  degree 
of  strength  and  respectabitity,  whbh,  from  ks  population^ 
fertility,  and  commerce,  it  ought  to  possess. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  •  issue  c£  your  discussian 
wi^b  th^r  High  Mightinesses  f  Mf.  Dumas  gave  us  an 
ajccount  of  it,  and  we  are  all  pleased  to  fitid  that  it  ter- 
minated  as  it  did. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  &c,, 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  August  6,  X785. 
Dear  Sir, 

!  find  the  spirit  of  the  times  very  difFerent  from  that 
Ti^hich  you  and  I  saw  when  we  were  here  together,  in 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  1783. 

'Then,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  had  not  ful- 
ly returned  to  these  kingdoms;  then,  the  nation  had  not 
digested  its  system,  nor  determined  to  adhere  so  closely 
to  its  nsivigation  acts  relatively  to  the  United  States;  then, 
it  was  comrhon  in  conversation  to  hear  a  respect  and 
regard  for  America  professed,  and  even  boasted  of. 

Now,  the  boast  is  that  our  commerce  has  returned  to 
its  old  channels,  and  that  it  can  follow  in  no  other ;  now, 
the  utmost  contempt  of  our  commerce  is  freely  ex- 
pressed In  pamphlets,  gazettes,  coffee-houses,  and  in 
common  street  talk.  I  wish  I  could  not  add  to  this' the 
discourses  of  Cabinet  Counsellors  and  Ministers  of  State, 
as  well  as  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  national  judgment  and  popular  voic6  is  so  decided 
in  &vor  of  the  navigation  acts,  that  dehher  administra- 
tion nor  opposition  dare  avow  a  thought  of  relaxing  them 
farther  than  has  been  already  done. 

This  decided  cast  has  been  given  to  the  pubKc  opinion 
and  the  national  councils  by  two  facts,  or  rather  presump- 
tions. The  first  is,  that  in  all  events  this  country  is 
sure  of  the  American  commerce.  Even  in  case  of  war, 
they  think  that  British  manufactures  wiH  find  their  way 
to  the  United  States,  througli  France,  Holland,  the  Aus- 
trian Low  Countries,  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden,  the  French 
ami  Dutch  West  Indies,  and  even  through  Canada  and 
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Nova  Scotia.  The  second  is,  ihat  the  Amertcan  State* 
are  not,  and  cannot,  tw  united  ;  the  landed  interest  will 
never  join  with  the  commercial  interest,  nor  the  southern 
States  with  the  northern,  in  any  measures  of  retaliation,  or 
expressions  of  resentment.  These  things  have  been  so 
often  affirmed  to  this  people  by  tlie  refugees,  and  they 
have  so  often  repeated  them  to  one  another,  that  they  now 
fully  believe  them,  and  I  am  fiimly  persuaded  they  will 
try  the  experiment  as  long  as  they  can  maintain  tlie  credit 
of  their  stocks.  It  is  our  part,  then,  to  try  our  str<uagtb. 
You  know,  better  than  I  do  whether  the  States  will  give 
Congress  the  power,  and  whether  Congress,  when  fhey 
have  the  power,  will  j<jdg6  it  necessary  or  expedient  to 
exert  it  m  its  plenitude. 

You  were  present  in  Cqngress,  Sir,  in  1774,  when 
many  members  discussed  in  detail  the  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States,  (then.  United  Colonies,) 
and  Oreat  Britain,  Ireknd,  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
all  other  parts  of  the  British  empire,  and  showed  to 
what  a  vast  amount  the  wealth,  power^  and  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  affected  by  a  total  cessation  of 
exports  and  imports.  The  British  revenue  is  now  ho  so 
critical  a  situation,  that  it  might  be  much  sooner  and 
more  essentially  affected,  than  it  could  be  then.  You 
remember,  however.  Sir,  that  tdtbough  the  theory  was 
demonstrated,  the  practice  was  found  very  difficult. 

Biitain  has  ventured  to  begin  commercial  boslilities.  I 
call  them  hostilities,  because  their  direct  object  is  not.  so 
much  the  increase  of  their  own  wealth,  ships,  or  sailors^ 
as  the.  diminution  of  ours.  A  jealousy  of  our  naval  power 
is  the  true  motive,  the  real  passion  which  actuates  them ; 
ihey  consider  the  United  States  as  their  rival>  and  the 
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most  dangerous  rival  they  have  in  the  world.  I  see  clear- 
ly they  are  less  afraid  of  an  augmentation  of  French 
ships  and  sarlofs  than  American. 

They  think  they  foresee  that  if  the  United  States 
had  the  same  iSsheries,  th^  SMne  carrying  trade,  and  the 
same  maiit^  hv  ready  built  ships,  which  they  had  ten 
years  ago,  they  would  be  itx  so  respectable  a  posture,  and 
90  happy  in  their  ch^umstances,  that  their  own  seamen, 
tnanufacUurer?,  and  merebants  too,  would  hurry  over  to 
them. 

If  Congre^  should  enter  in  earnest  mto  this  commer- 
ekil  War,  k  must  necessarily  be  a  long  one  before  it  can 
ftlly  obtain  the  >  victory,  and  it  m&y  excite  paeons  on 
both  sides  which  may  break  out  into  a  military  war.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  people  and  their  coun- 
cils wift  proceed  with  all  the  teftip^rance  and  circumspec* 
lion  whi^h  such  a  slate  ^  things  ^equirfes.  1  would  not 
advise  to  this  commercial  struggle,  iM  couM  see  a  prospect 
of  justice  without  k.  But  I  do  not ;  every  appearance  is  on 
the  contrary. 

I  have  not,  indeed,  obtained  any. direct  evidence  of  th^ 
intentions  of  the  Ministry,  b^ause  I  have  received  no 

answer  to  any  of  my  letters  to  Lord  Caermarthen  ;  and  it 
eeems  to  me,  to  press  them  at  this  juncture,  whh  any 

great  appearance  of  anxiety,  would  not  lie  good  poBcy. 

Let  them  hear  a  little  more  news  from  Ireland,  France, 

jlnd  perhaps?  Spain,  as  well  as  Anierica,  wRibh  I  think 

will  operate  in  our  favor* 

With  greirt  respect,  fee*, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Squaare,  Westminster,  Aogaai  S,  1785.  . 
Dear  Sir, 
It  would  be  of  little  consequence  to  \xs  whether  there 
was  a  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  or.  not, 
or  whether  Mr.  Pitt's  twenty  propositions  are,  accepted 
or  not,  provided  both  the$e  countries  should  be  allowed 
to  trade  with  the  United  Stated  upon  free  apd  equal 
terras ;  but  the  design  is  too  apparent,  at  least  too  suspi- 
C40USI,  of  drawing  Ireland  into  the  shackles  of  the  navi- 
gation acts,  in  order  that  the  three  kingdoms  may  be 
made  to  act  in  concert  in  maintaining  that  system  c£ 
monopoly  against  us. 

Several  speakers  in  Parlitiment,  and  fnaqy  writers, 
have  lately  thrown  out  hi^ts  of. a  union  with  Ireland; 
and  a  certain  printer  and  bookseller^  is  now,  employed  in 
reprinting  Daniel  Defoe's  book  upon  the  union  with 
Scotland,  to  which  he  has  engaged  Mr.  De  Lolme  to 
write  an  introduction.  This  is  ail  a  ministerial  operation, 
aixd  is  intended  ^o  be  pushed,  if  Mr.  Pitt's  twenty  pro- 
positions should,  either  be  rejected  by  the  Irish  Ps^Iia- 
ment,  or  give  too  mu^^discontent  to  the  volunteers. 

The  twenty  propositions,  and  the  bill  which  is  grounded 
on  them,  ,betrjyr  top  clearly  the  intentions  of  the  Minis- 

.  *<  Whereas,  it  is  highly  and  equally  iajportaAt  to  the 
interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ^nd  essential 
to  the  objects  iOf  .the  present  settletoent,  that  the  laws 
for  r^vda)ing  frade  and  navigation;  so  far  as  relates  to 
securing  exclusive  privileges  to  the  ships  and  mariners  of 
Great  Britain   and   Ireland,   and   British   colonies  and 
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pUntfttioDs^and.so  far  as  relates  to  the  regulating  abd  re- 
strainiitg  the  trade  of  the  British  coloniea  and  plantations, 
sbqiild  be  the  ^me  in  Gr^t  Britajn  and  Ireland,  and  that 
aU  50ch  lam,  in  both,  kingdoms,  should  impose  the  same 
reatraints,  and  coiner  the  same  benefits  on  the  subjects  of 
both,  which  can  only  be  effected  by  the  laws  to  be 
passed  in  the  Parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  (the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  being'  alone  competent  to  bind  tb^ 
peqple  of  Great  Britain  in  any  case  whatever,  and;  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  being  alone  competent  to  bind  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  any  case  whatever ;)  therefore,  be 
it  dMbred,  that  it  shall  be  bdd  and  adjudged  to  be  a  fmr- 
dannental  and  essential  condition  of  the  present  settle- 
flOMDt,  that  the  laws  for  regulatmg  trade  and  navigation, 
so  far  as  the  said  laws  relate  to  the  securing  exclusive 
privileges  to  the  ships  and  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
Ifiod,  and  the  British  colonies  isai  plantations,  shall  be 
the  same  in  Great  Britain  aad  Irelaiid,  and  shall' impose 
tb^.  aame  reaCraint^,  and  confer  the.  same  benefits,  on  the 
subjects  of  both  kingdom*.*' 

'^  Tliat  all  priviltg«s,  advantages,  and  immunities, 
which  a^re  Dow  gradt^d,  or  shall,  by  any  law^  to  be  passed^ 
by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  be  hereafter  granted, 
to  ships  built  in  Great  Britain,  or  to  ships  bebnging  to 
any  of  bis  Majesty's  subjects,  reading  in  Great  Britain, 
or  to  ships  n^f^nned.  by  British  seamen^  or  to  ships  man- 
ned by  cert^a  proportions  of  British  seamen,  shall,  to  all 
intents  a^  purposes  whatever,  be  enjoyed  ip  th^'  same 
mjft|[^ier^jpd  under  the  $SMa?e  regulations  and  restrictipns, 
respectively,  by  ships  built,  in  Ireland,  or  by  ships  be- 
longing to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjectsi  residing  in  Ire- 
land, or  by  ships  manned  by  Irish  seamen^  or  by  ships 
aii0nped:by  oertain  proportion^  of  Irish  a^men." — **  Tbit 
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it  shall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  AmitiBeDtal  md 
essential  condition  of  the  present  settlement,  thst  suofa 
re^uhtions  as  are  now,  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  (otc^,  l>jr 
lanr  passed  or  to  be  passed  in  the  ParKaixieiit  of  Great 
Britain,  for  securing  exclusive  privileges,  adv«ntageB,«fi4 
imtnunities  as  aforesaid,  to  the  ships  and  mariners  of 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  colonies  and 
plantations,  shall  be  established  in  Ireland  for  the  same 
time,  and  m  the  same  manner,  as  in  Great  BritatQ,  bj 
laws,  to  b^  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Irdand,  wiibin 

months,,  be. :  provided  that  the  lawa  sO  to  be  passed 

in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  porp<Ms 
albresaid,  shall  Impose,  the  same  restraints,  and  confer 
the  same  benefits,  QB  tbe  subjects  of  Great  Britain  attd 
Ireland." 

^^  That  it  shall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  foada- 
mental  and  essential  condition  of  the  present  setikment, 
that  Irish  sail-<^b  shall  be  deemed  British  sail-cloch 
within  the  meaning  of  19  Geo.  3,  or  any  other  act  or  acts 
of  Parliament  respecting  the  fumi^ing  of  ships  with 
British  sail-clotfa ;  and  that  Irish  sail*oloth  shall  be  entitled 
to  equal  preference  and  advantage  as  British,  for  tbe  use 
of  the  British  navy."  - 

^*  That  it  shall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  ftinda- 
mental  and  essential  condition  ef  the  present  settlement, 
that  all  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manulacture  of 
any  British,  or  of  any  foreign  odony  in  America,  or  in 
the  We$t  Indies,  or  of  any  of  the  British  or  foreign  set- 
tlements (Xk  tbe  coast  of  Alfiriea,  and  aU  pettry,  rttin, 
train  oil,  and  whale  Jinsy  being  the  groivth,  produce^  or 
mami£tcture  pf  the  countries  belonging  to  the  .United 
States  of  America,  ^r  being  the  produce  of  the  fisfberies 
earried  on  l^  tbe   subjects  of  the  United    Sttte»  et 
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America,  shall,  Mi  importation  into  Ireland,  be  made 
sobjeet  to  the  same  dtKies  aod  regulations  as  the  like 
goods  are,  or  from  time  to  time  sbnU  be  sulject  to,  on 
impoitation  isto  Ghreat  Britain;  or,  if  prohibited  from 
being  imported  into  Great  Britaio,  shall  in  like  manner, 
he  prohibited  from  being  imported  into  Ireland." 

These  extracts  from  the  bill  for  finaliy  regulatrng  the 
intercourse  and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
.Ireland,  nK>ved  in  the  Hous6  of  Commons  by  the  Cban- 
oeUpr  of  the^  Excheqoei;,  are  sctffioient  Evidence  of  a 
•design  to  draw  Ireland  mto  a  combination  against 
America. 

This  jealousy  of  our  ships  and  mariners,  Sir^  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  English ;  the  French  are  equally  possessed 
of  it,  and  both  are  infected  with  it  to  such  a  degree, 
that  I  am  confident  that  each  of  these  nations  had  rather 
t)ontribute  to  the  increase  of  the  other^s  ships  and  marf- 
ners  than  thbse  of  the  United  States.  It  would  not 
«irprise  me  at  all,  if  these  two  Coarts,  which  can  agree 
in  nothing  else,  should  combine  together  to  exclude  us 
from  every  branch  of  the  carrying  trade,  and  every  ad- 
vantage of  tlie  whale  fishery. 

What  shall  we  do  to  defetid  ourselves  ?  Shall  we  con- 
fine the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  United  Slates 
i»  the  ships  and  mariners  of  the  United  Stdtes?  To 
increase  the  En^ish  navy,  the  statute  of  th^S  Ric.  8, 
c.  3,  enacted  that  ^'none  of  the  King^s  liege  people 
fdioold  ship  any  merchandise  out  nf  or  into  the  realm, 
hot  only  in  the  ships  of  the  King's  liegeanoe,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting."  If  the  United  States  were  able  and  willing 
lo  imitate  this  sutote,  and  confine  alt  our  exports  and 
imports  la  ships  bniit  in  the  United  States,  and  naitigktttd 


384  JOHN  ADAMS— JOHN  JAY. 

with  American  seamen^  or  three-quarters  AmericaD  sea- 
men,  or  pDe-halT,  or  eveu  one-third  American  seamen, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  We  should  not  have 
at  first  enough  either  of  ships  or  seamen  to  export  the 
produce,  and  import  what  would  be  wanted  from  abroad  ; 
but  we  should  see  multitudes  of  people  instantly  em- 
ployed in  building  ships,  and  multitudes  of  others  imme- 
diately becoming  sailors^  and  the  time  would  not  be  long 
before  w^  should  have  enough  of  both.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  have  shown  .themselves  capable  of  glreat 
exertions,  and  possessed  of  patience,  courage,  and  perse- 
verance, and  willing  to  make  large  sacrifices  to  the  general 
interest. 

But  are  they  capable  of  this  exertion  ?  Are  they  pos- 
sessed of  patience,  courl^ge,  and  perseverance  enough  to 
encounter  the  losses  and  embarrassments^  which  would, 
at  first,  be  occasioned  by  an  exclusion  of  foreigq  ships? 
I  wish  I  could  know  the  number  of  foreign  ships  which 
have  entered  the  ports  of  the  United  States  since  the 
peace;  iocljyiding  English,  French^  Dutch,  Italian,  and 
Swedish  vessels,  tb^  number  must  be  very  great.  If  all 
these  ships  and  seamen  were  American,  what  materiak 
would  they  furnish  for  a  navy,  in  case  of  need!  How 
would  this  be  received  by  foreign  nations  ?  Spain  iiod 
Portugal  would  say  nothing,  because  they  have  no  ships 
in  our  trade ;  France  has  few ;  Italy  wpuld  have  no  right 
to  object;  nor  Germany,  Russia,  Sweden,  or  Denmark* 
It  would  be  laying  an  axe  at  the  root  of  the  British  com- 
merce, revenue,  and  naval  ^wer,  however  slightly  they 
fnay  think  of  us.  Whether  a  heavy  duty  upon  aU 
foreign  vessels,  such  as  should  operate  as  a  decisive 
enoouragemefit  to  American  ships,  wodd  not  answer  the 
end  as  well,  I  am  not  able  to  judge. 
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The  provisions  of  the  act  of  navigation  12  Car*  a,  c. 
18,  would  not  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  If  the 
United  Slates  should  agree  in  a  law  that  no  goods  should 
be  suffered  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States  in  any 
other  than  an  American  bottom,  (navigated  by  an  Ameri- 
can master,  and  three-fourths  of  the  seamen  American,) 
or  in  the  ships  of  that  European  nation  of  which  the  mer- 
chandise imported  was  the  genuine  growth  or  manufac- 
itsre,  this  would  not  accomplish  our  wish  ;  because  British 
atid  Irish  ships  would  desire  no  other  than  to  import  into 
our  States  the  manufacture  of  the  British  empire,  and  to 
export  our  produce  in  th6  same  bottoms.  Some  of  the 
British  statutes  prohibit  foreigners  to  carry  on  the  coasting 
trkde;  that  is,  to  go  from  one  port  to  another  in  Great 
Britain  ^  and  this  regulation  will  now  be  extended  to  Ire- 
land, if  the  twenty  propositions  are  accepted.  A  similar 
regulation  might  be  adopted  by  the  United  Slates ;  and 
this  would  be  a  Vast  encouragement  to  our  navigation,  for 
the  intercourse  bietween  one  State  and  another,  and  be- 
tween one  port  and  another  of  the  same  State,  will  now 
be  so  frequent  and  considerable  as  to  employ  many  ships 
and  mariners ;  and  in  these  the  greatest  strength  of  a 
country  consists,  because  they  are  always  at  home,  ready 
to  ^ht  for  the  defence  of  their  firesides. 

If  ^e  should  get  over  our  aversion  to  monopolies  and 
exclusions,  and.  adopt  the  selfish,  unsocial  principles  of 
the  European  nations,  particularly  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, we  should  astonish  the  world  with  a  navy  in  a  very 
few  years,  (not  more  than  eight  or  ten,)  equal,  perhaps,  to 
the  third  maritime  power  in  Europe.  Tiiis  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  our  defence.  European  statesmen 
know  it  better  than  we  do,  and  dread  it  more  tbail  we 
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desire  \{f  because  they  think  that  from  thai  period  all  the 
West  India  islaojls^  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  Fiori- 
(k&  and  Meiuco^  too,  would  be  made  to  join  us.  Why, 
then,  will  Elogland  pursue  measures  which  will  force  us 
to  try  experiments  against  our  incliuations  ?  There  is  J30 
answer  to  be  given  to  this  question,  but  the  same  which 
has  been  given  to  another :  Why  did  she  ibioe  us  iota 
independence  ?  The  nation  is  in&tuated,  and  every  suc- 
cessive Minister  roust  be  infatuated  too,  or  lose  his  popu- 
larity and  hb  plape.  Nor  is  France  much  less  infatuated 
in, her  system  of  politics  relative  to  AmericsL*  The  jea- 
lousy of  our  navigation  is  so  stroi^,  and  so  cofimion  to 
both,  that  1  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  France  should, 
agree  that  England  should  carry  her  point  io  IreJand^ 
draw  her  into  the  navigation  moaopoly,and  agree  together 
to  keep  peace  with  one  another,  and  force  us,  if  they  can, 
out  of  every  nursery  for  seamen.  I  ^ijow  that  Freoeb 
noblemen  are,  in  England^  and  English  geuitlemeii  iu 
France,  preachiog  up  to  each,  other  a  terror  of  our  naval 
power ;  and  even  the  late  arret  agaipst  British  maui^^- 
tures  may  be  but  a.  blind  to  cQver  very  difieirent  designs* 
Both  Courts  are  capable  of  such  di$simi4lat40u,  apd  th^y 
are  now  acting  in  concert  in  Germany,  so  ratuch  tp  the 
disgust  of  the  two  Imperial  Courts,  that  I  confess  I  do  ilot 
admire  this  appearajice  of  friendship  auy  more  than  I  e|n 
account  for  it. 

It  will  require  ail  the  wisdom  and  all  the  firmness  of 
Congress  and  the  Statesio  plan  and  execute. the  measures 
necessary  to  countefact  all  these  wiles. 

With  great  and  sinoerd  esttam,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS* 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosrenor  Square,  Westminster,  At^st  10,  1785. 
Dear  Sr, 
.The  arret  of  the  King  of  France,  ia  his  Couneii  of  the 
lOKh  of  July »  has  a  preamble  whicb  deserves  to  be  well 
considered  in  America.  The  iDcreasiDg  liberality  of  sen* 
linnet  among  pfailosop^rs  and  oaen  of  letcers,  in  various 
oations^  bas'  for  some  ume  given  ,reas(m  to  iiope  &r  a 
r^formathm  Of  kind  c£  pMtB^antinnm  the  comfnerciaL 
ajrst^m  oftbe  world;  but  I  beKeva  that  this  arret  is  the 
fixit  act.  of  any  Sovereign  ildiich  has  openly  avowed  com 
meiciaL  principjks  ao  generoofs  aiid  noble.  '^  Nothing 
could  appear  to  the  King  more  desirable  and  suitable  to 
his  own  principles  than  a  general  liberty^  wbioh,  freeing 
from  all  kind  t>f  fetters  the  circalation  of  all  productions, 
and  goods  bf  dtfiereiu  coimtries,  would  make  of  all  na- 
tions, as  it  were,  but  one,  m  point  of  trade  ;  but  as  tong  as 
thfat  liberty  cannot  be  universally  admitted,  and  every* 
where  reciprocally,  the  bterest  of  the  kingdom  requirea 
of  his  Mf^esty^s  wisdom  that  he  should  exclude  from  it, 
orsuffertb  he  imported  by  the  nation  only,  those  foreign 
goods,  the  free  importatioQ  of  whicb  would  be  hurtful  lo 
hth  hin^m  and  manu&ctories,  and  might  make  the  ba]<- 
a4B0e  of  trade  to  be  against  him." 

The  United  States  of  Amenea  hate  done  more  tlxan 
all  the  economists  in  France  towards  propagating;  in  the 
w«nrld  that  magnanimous  sentiment.  Btit  tliey  have  m^re 
cause  than  the  Coart  of  France  to  complain  that  liberty 
is.  not  umversally  and  vecaprotelly  admitted^  They  have 
oause  to  xotiq>lain  against  Fnmcel  herself,  io  iottie  de* 
gree,  but  more  against  Great  Brilaua ;  for  France,  iti  some 
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degree,  calculates  all  her  policy  towards  us  upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  England  pursues  more  steadily^ — a  princi- 
ple not  so  properly  of  enriching  and  strengthening  her- 
self at  our  expense,  as  of  impoverishing  aftd  weakening 
us,  ;even  at  her  owii  expense,  ^mple  selfishness,  which 
is  only  the  absence  of  benevolence,  is  mueh  less  unamra- 
ble  than  positive  malevolence.  As  the  French  Coiirt  has 
condescended  to  adopt  our  principle  in  theory,  f  ana  very 
much  afraid  we  shall  be  obliged  to  imitate  their  wisdom 
in  practice,  and  exclude  from  the  Uni^d  States,  or  suf- 
fer ta  be  imported  by  our  nation  only,  and  in  their  own 
ships,  those  foreign  .goods  which  would  be  hurtful  to  tbe 
United  States  and  their  manufactori^,  make  tbe  balance 
of  trade  to  be  against  them^  or  annihiko  or  dimtnish  tbeir 
shipping  or  mariners. 

We  have  hitherto  been  the  bubbles  of  our  own  philo- 
sophical and  equitable  liberality  ;  and,  instead  of  meet- 
ing corre;spondent  sentiments,  both  Fraidce  and  England 
have  shown  a  constant  disposition  to  take  a  selfish  aod 
partial  advantage  of  us,  tecause  of  them ;  nay,  to  turn 
them  to  tbe  diminution  or  destruction  of  our  own  means 
of  trade  and  strength.  I  hope  we  shall  be  the  dupes 
no  longer  than  we  must.  I  would  venture  upon  monopo- 
lies and  exclusions,  if  they  were  fiwind  to  be  the  only 
arms  of  defence  against  monopolies  and  exolusioi^,*  mtk* 
out  fear  of  offending  Dean  Tucker  or  the  ghost,  of  Doc- 
tor Queqay.  . 

I  observe  further,  wi^th  pleasure,  in  the  preamUe,  that 
the  King  '^  is .  particularly  occupied  with  the  means  of 
encouraging  the  industry  of  his  jsubjects,  &nd  of  poc^- 
gaiing  tbe  extent  of  tbeir  trade,  and  reviving  their  manu- 
faaories."    Great,  tbkigs  may  be  dos»  in  this  way  fer 
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1)96  benefit  of.  America;  as  well  as  of  France^Jf  tbe 
measures  are  calctilated  upon  .the  faoi^t  M  prineiple 
of  **'  live  and  let  live*"  Bui  if  auotber  maxim,  is  adopt- 
ed, *^  I  will  live  upon  your  meaae  of  living/'  o«  another 
still  worse,  '<  I  will  half  starve,  that  you  maj^  (jjuiite  starve/' 
iqi^tead  of  rejcn^ipg  s^t  it,  we  must  k)ok  out  for  means  of 
pceser^i^ing  ogrselves;*  Ti^ese  meai^  can  never  "be  secur- 
ed entirely,  uniil  Congress  sl^ll  be  mude  supreoie  i» 
fureigp  comfnpro^yjUii  j^bH  bave  ^g^stdd  at  plan  for  all 
tb^  S^fes.  But  if  aijy  of  tlie  St«09  conAi»cie,toflMu$e 
their  assent,:!  bope  tbat^  individual  Stales  "wiU  take  it 
separately  upon  tbom^elve?,  ,aud  ooafiqe  tbeir  exporis^md 
imports,  wholly. to  ffadpsaj^d  mafij^rs  qf  the  l^fnite^i  States, 
Of  even  ^  their  owf^  Mf^  ^  ^^riners  of  tbe  Uoited 
S(aieS]  or,  which  is  best  of  all,  ip  tt^  sbips^  tl^d  n^arioers 
of  those  Sl;ate|5  which  wiU.  a(dopt  tlie  same  regulations.; 
JstK)uld  be  entresm^ly  sorry,  however,  that  there  ever 
should  be  a  necessity  of  ^malpng  apy,  distinction  beftween 
the  ships  ^nd  n^rii^era  of  di^ent  ,.S|atef».  ;  It  would  be 
infinitely  J:>etter  to  hajveaU  An^rican  ships  and  seamea 
entitled  to  equal  priyUeg^s  ia  all  the  ibirteen  Sca^  ;,but 
their  privileges  should  be  made  much  greater  tbfan  those 
^  foreign  ships  and  909iakeia*    ; 

With  greai  respect^  &e*, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


^  FBOM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHK, AJUMS. 

New  Yorky  November  1, 178S. 
Dear.  Sir,     . 
My  last  to  you  wa^  of  tbe  Hv^^It^  by  the  ship  Betsey;; 
Captain  Thomas  Watson  ;  since  thaftttime^I  have  had  tl^^ 
Vol.  IV.— 19 
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{Pleasure  of  receiving,  and  laying  before  Congress,  your 
despatches  of  the  6tb,  Stb/add  1 0th  August  last. 

We  concur  so  perfectly  in  sentiments  rejecting  publte 
affairs,  and  what  ought  to  be  done,  that  I  find  no  occasion 
to  enlarge  on  those  beads. 

In  a  late  report,  I  have  called  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  this  serious  question,  viz :  whetheir  tbfe  United 
States  should  withdraw  their  attention  from  the  ocean, 
and  leave  foreigners  to  fetch  and  carry- fbt*  them;  or 
whefther  it  is  mor^  their  interest  to  look  forward  to  naval 
sltrengtb  and  maritime  iniportanee,  and  io '"  take  and  per- 
severe in  the  measures  proper  to  attairi  it. 

The  diversity  of  opinions  on  thi^  point  renders  it 
necessary  that  it  sbouW  W  well  coniiidered  and  finafly 
decided;  The  eastern  and-*roiddle  States,  are  generally 
for  the  Mtet  system  ;  and  though  this  others  66  ndt  open- 
ly avow  their  preferring  the  former,  yet  they  are  evident- 
ly iricTrned  to  it.  -Hence.it  is,  (bat  tbe  most  leading  men 
in  Congress  from  that  quarter  do  not  only  iiot  promote 
measures  for  vesting  Congress  \«^tb  power  to  regulate 
trade,  but,  as  the  common  phrase  is,  thibw  cold  water  on 
aB  such  ideas. 

Having  few  or  no  ships  of  (heir  own,  tbey  are  averse  t<x 
such  duties  on  foreigp  ones  as  will  greatly  advance  the 
price  of  freight;  nor  do  tbey  seem  much  disposed  to 
sacrifice  present  profits,^  for  the  sake  of  their  neighbors 
who  have  ships  and  wish  to  have  more. 

We  hear  much  of  the  Algerines  having  declared  war 
against  the  United  States;  none  of  our  advices  are 
official,  but  as  the  intelligence  comes  directly  from 
Nantes,  Bordeaux,  and  UOrieht,  there  sieems  to  be  much 
reason  to  fear-lbat  it  is  true. 
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The  public  papers^  herewith  sent,  will  iaform  you  of 
our  common  occurrences ;  and  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  tell  you  what  Congress  mean  to  do  respecting  many 
matters  on  which  they  are  to  decide. 

The   representation  is  at  present  slender^  and  will,  I 
suspect,  continue  so  tiHthe  new  members  come  on. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

,  ;  New  York,  November  1,.  X785.  . 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  en- 
closed, an  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  ujt.,  respecting 
British  claims  and  encroachments  on  our  ea^teiQ  bounda- 
ries, and  instructini;  and  authorizing  you  to  take  proper 
measures  for  amicably  settliof  the  disputes  thence  arising. 
You  will  also  find,  herewith  enclosed^  the  several  papers 
and  documents  referred  to  in  the  act,  aod  of  which  a  list 
is  hereto  siibjoincfd. 

It  also  appears  to  me  expedient  to  send  you  copies  of 
two  reports  whiok  I  have  made  to  Congress  reacting 
these  matters,  npt  for  your  direction,  but 'that  you  may 
thereby  be  fully  infotmed  of  my  sentiments  on  this^  in- 
teresting subject. 

With  great  and  sincere  regard,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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Ldst  of  papers  heretpith  enclosed.         ^ 

No.  1.    Resolution  of  Congress,  13lh  October,  1785. 

No.  2.  Copy  of  a  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  21st  April,  1785. 

No.  3.  Copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chuseus,  6th  and  7th  July,  1784. 

No.  4.  Copy  of  the  report  of  Generals  Lincoln  and 
Knox,  19th  October,  1784. 

No.  5.  Copy  of  the  deposition  of  John  Mitchel,  9tb 
October,  1784. 

No.  6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Adams,  Esquire, 
to  Lieutenant  Governor  Cushing,  25th  Oc- 
tober, 1784.    ^ 

No.  7.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Hancock  to 
Governor  Parr,  of  12th  November,  and  Go- 
vernor Parr's  answer,  of  7th  December, 
1784.  ' 

Na.  8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Rufus  Putnam,  Esquire, 
to  the  eomimittee  of  Massachusetts,  24th 
December,  1764. 

No.  9.  Copy  of  the  deposition  of  Nathan  Jones,  of  17lh 
March,  naSS.        ' 

No.  10.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Carleton  to 
Governor  Hancock. 

No.  If  •  Copy  of  a  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affitirs,  22d  September;  1785. 

No.  12.  Copy  of  a  letter  frotn  James  Avery,  Esquire, 
to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  33d  Au- 
*  gust,  1795, 

No.  id.  Copy  of  an  act  of  the  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts, 9th  September,  1785. 
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No.  14*  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts fo  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
9th  September,  1785, 


FROM  THOMASi  CARLETON    TO  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

Bu  J(Am%  New  Brunswick,       7 
June  21, 1785.  S 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  your  Excellency  to 
the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  has  been  transmit- 
ted to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  respecting  the  boundary 
between,  this  province  and  the  State  oC  Massachusetts 
Bay,  I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  your  excellency  that; 
the  great  St.  Croix,  called  the  Scboodic  by  the  Indians^ 
was  not  only  considered  by  the  Court  of  Great  j^ritain 
as  the^river  intended  and  agreed  apoa  by  the  treaty  to, 
form  a  part  of  that  boundary,  but  a  numerous  body  of 
the  loyal  refugees,  imtnediately  after  the  peace,  built  the 
town  o(  Sl  Apdrew's  on  the  eastern  bank  thereof;  and, 
in  fact,  it  is  the  only  riyer  on  that  side  of  the  provnice^  of 
eitlier  such  magnitude  or  extent,  as  could  have  led  to  the 
idea  of  proposing  it , as  a  lijnit  between  two  large  and 
spacioua  countries. 

In  making  this  communication;  concerning  a  point  of 
great  public  importance^  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  Sir, 
of  your  Eyoellency '3  concurrence  with  me,  in  contribut- 
ing to  the  conoplete  observance  of  the.  treaty  subsisting 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  far  as  may,  in  any  instance,  immediately  respect  the 
State  of  Maaaapbusetta  and  the  Province  of  N^w  Bruns- 
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wick ;  and  I  hope,  aod  am  pecsuaded,  that  if  any  {iirtber 
question  on  this  subject  shotild  arise  between  us,  it  will 
be  considered  on  both  sides  with  atenoper  and  attention 
essential  for  the  preservation  of  national  peace  and  bar- 
mony.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  .fee, 

THOMAS  GARLETON. 
To  his  Excellency  Governor  Hancock. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
October  13,  1785. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  fr6m  Alassacfausetts, 
Resolvedy  That  copies  of  the  papers  and  documents 
received  from  the  Governor  of  the  St^te  of  Massachu- 
setts, respecting  the  encroachment  n^de  by  certain  sub- 
jects of  his  Britannic  Majesty  upon  the  territories  of 
that  State,  and  withm  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  be  transmitted  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  London,  to  the  end 
that  effectual  measures  should  be  iitimediately^  taken  to 
si^tle  aH  disputes  with  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  rela- 
tive to  that  line. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Minister  Ptenipk>tei»tiairy  be, 
and  hereby  is,  instructed  to  present  a  proper  representa- 
tion bf  this  case;  and  if  an  adjustment,  consistent  with 
the  true  meaning  of  the  definitive  articles  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  cannot,  by  such  representation,  be  Obtliined  in 
the  ordinary  mode  of  negotiations,  that  he  propose  a 
settlement  and  final  d^ision  of  the  said  dispute  by  com- 
missaries mutudly  ajipointed  for  that  puffrt>se ;  foi-  the 
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appoiatmeDt  of  wbocp,  aqd  for  all,  purposes  iocident  to 
tlie  final  determiDation  of  the  said  dispute  by  commissa- 
ries, conformably  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  said  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  is  hereby  vested  with  full  powers  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Report  of  John  Jay,  respectiriLg  tjie  Eastern  Boundary 
of  the  United  States, 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     ( 
AprU  21,  1785.  J 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 

of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers 

herewith  enclosed,    respecting  the   eastern  boundary 

line  of  the  said  Stages,  reports : 

That,  in  his  opinion,  effectual  measures  should  b^  im- 
mediately taken  to  settle  all  disputes  with  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  relative  to  that  line. 

He  thinks  that  copies  of  the  said  papers  should  be 
transmitted  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  that  Court,  with  instructions  to  present  a  pro- 
per; representation  of  the  case,  and  to  propose  that  com- 
missioners be  appointed  to  hear  and  finally  decide  those 
disputes. 

If  this  measure  should  appear  expedient  to  Congress, 
ypur  Secretary  would  suggest  the  folbwing  hints  on  the 
.subject,  viz: 

That  the  number  of  commissioners  should  be  six,  or 
.eight,  or  ten,  or  twelve,  ,?it  th^,  elec^ioq  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty.  , 

That  two  .con^missions.of  the  like  tenor, Jo  be  agreed 
upon  between  our.  and   their  Ministers,  be  issued  to  the 
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.whole  number,  viz :  one  by  the  United  States,  stnd  the 
other  t)y  bis  Britannic  Majesty. 

That  each  party  shall  name  the  one-half  of  the  whole 
number. 

That  they  shall  all  be  foreigners,  or  all  be  persons  of 
the  two  nations,  at  the  election  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ; 
it  is  not  important. 

If  he  should  prefer  having  them  of  the  two  nations, 
then  that  he  shall  name  the  one-half  of  them  being  in- 
habitants of  any  of  his  dominions,  except  those  which 
are  situated  in  and  to  the  west  and  south  of  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence ;  and  that  the  United  States  shall  name 
the  other  half,  from  any  of  their  countries  except  Mas- 
sachusettsl 

That  the  commissioners,  if  of  the  two  countries,  shall 
sit  in  North  America;  but  if  foreigners,  in  Europe,  at 
any  place  which  may  be  agreed  upon  by  our  and  their 
Ministers.  That,  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  busi- 
ness, they  shall,  respectively  take  an  bath  fairly,  im- 
partially, and  justly,  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  to 
hear  and  decide  the  said  matters  in  difference,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  understanding,  agreeably  to 
the  directions,  true  intent,  and  meaning  of  the  said  com- 
mbsions. 

That,  in  case  of  the  death,  or  refusal  to  act,  of  any  of 
the  said  commissioners,  previous  to  their  opening  and' 
proceeding  to  execute  the  said  commission,  (but  not 
afterwards,)  the  place  of  such  so  dying  or  refusing  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  party  who  named  him ;  and  that  a 
certificate  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  Great  Britain,  or  of 
the  United  States,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  directed  to  the 
said  commissioners,  by  the' style  of  "  1 1)0  Commissioners 
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(brisettling  the  boundary  Kne  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
latter,'^  Shall  be  ftdl  evidence  of  such  appointment. 

That  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum  for  every  purpose  committed  to  them  expressly,  or 
necessarily  implied  in  their  commissions  ;  such  as  choos- 
ing their  chairman ;  lappdnting  secretaries  and  survey- 
ors;  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  or  for  a  longer  term, 
which  should  not  exceed  ten  day^  ;  deciding  on  matters 
of  evidence,  and  finally  determining  the  matters  in  diflfer- 
ence,  fee.  ' 

That  they  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceeding ; 
that  ^  evidence,  whether  oral  or  written,  be  entered  at 
large  in  them  ;  that  copies  of  all  maps  and  surveys  ad« 
netted  as  evidence  be  made  and  kept  with  their  papers ; 
that  their  chairman  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to 
administer  oaths ;  that  contempt^  oflfered  to  the  board, 
while  convened  and  sitting  on  the  business  of  the  commis- 
sion, shall  be  punished  as  contempts  committed  in  a  court 
bf  justice  jiind  that  a  certificate  by  the  chairman  of  such 
contempt  delivei'ed  to  any  civil  magistrate,  shall  make  it 
the  duty  of  sfuch  magistrate  to  apprehend  and  commit  the 
oflfend^r  to  prison,  there  io  remain  until  thence  delivered 
in  due  course  of  laiv. 

That  both  parlies  shall  hstve  free  access  tp  the  public 
o9$ces  and  records  of  the  other,  and  be  supplied  with  co* 
pies  dr  exemplifications  of  any  parts  ibereof,  on  paying 
the  accustomed  fees.  '       - 

That  both  the  parties  shall  produce  to  the  board  what- 
ever they  may  have  to  dfifer  withih  three  months  after 
the  opening  of  the  feaid  commission  by  a  quorum  of  the 
commissioners,  at  the  place  to  be  appointed,  who  shall  sit 
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and  ha  ready  to  do  business  dunog  the  whole  of  xbat  teroo, 
uoless  the  parlies  shall;  by  writing,  under  the  bands  of 
their  agent  or  agents,  sooner  declare  that  they  have  no- 
thing fuither  to  offer. 

That,  on  receiving  such  declarations  from  both  the  par- 
tiesi,  if  within  tlxe  said  thi;ee  moptl)?,  or,  from  and  imme- 
diately after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  (whichsoever  of 
those  events  shall  ficst  happen,)  the  commissionecs. shall, 
within  two  days  thereafter,  deliver  iheir  judgment  in  writ- 
ing^ under  their  hands  and  seals,  or  the  hands  i^qd  seals 
of  a  majority  of  them,  to  the  agents  of  both  parties,  viz : 
one  copy  for  each. party;  and  that  the  said  jufigment 
$ball  he  absc^ute^  final,  and  qoaolusive  between  the  said 
parties. 

That,  on  having  given  judgment  as  aforesaid,  or  as  soon 
as  may  be  within  two  months  tlrereafter,  thay  shall  an- 
nex transcripts  of  all  their  minutes,  proceedings,  and  maps, 
or  surveys  above  mentioned,  to  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sions; and  under  their  hands  and  seals,  or  the  hands  and 
seals  of  a  majority  of  them,  shall  return  the  same,  the  one 
issued  by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  bis  Britannic  Majes- 
ty ;  and  the  one  by  the  United  States,  io  the  United  States 
in  Cpngress  assen^blec} ;  and  that  the  delivery  of  the  same 
to  their  respective  agents  shall  be  deeiQed  and  adjudged 
to  be, a  good  and  sufficient  return.  That  the  allowance 
to  be  majie  the  said  xommissioners,  for  service  and  ex- 
penses, be  fixed  by  our  and  their  Ministers,  and  each  par- 
ty pay  the  one-half  thereof. 

^  That,  it  be  expressly  stipulated  that  hi^  Britsnotiic 
Majesty  shall,  within  six  nionths  aft^r  the  day  on  w)ucb 
the  judgment  sbfill  be  delivered  to  the  agents  ^s  afore- 
said, cause  the  United  Stajtes  to  be  p^t  in  full  possesfipn 
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of  all  the  t^rritjOffea^  lands^  and  isb^ds  which  by  the 
soid^gin^tj^ay  be  adjudged  to  the  said  States,  tad 
then  being  in  tliepossessioD  of  bi$  Majesty;  aad  on  the 
other  band,  tliat  the  Ui>tted  States  shsdl,  within  six 
months,  after  the  day  on  wbiQh  the  judgo^nt  shall  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  cause  bis  Britannb  Majesty  to  be 
put  JO  full  possession  of  all  the  territories,  lands,  and 
islands  whicbi  by  the  said  judgment,  may  be  adjudged  to 
biiQ,  and  then  being  in  tl^  pQ3Session  of  the  United 
States. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress* . 

JOHN  JAY* 

Papers  referred  to  in  the  aforegoing  report  of  Slst  April ,_  178S. 

Respite  of  th^  Legislature  of  the  Staie  (^f  Massuchwetis. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  7 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  July  6, 1784.  > 

Whereas,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
on  the  29th  day  of  January  last-  past,  recommended  to 
the  Governor  of  this  Commonweahh  to  cause  inquiry  to 
be  made  whether  encroachments  had  actually  been  made 
on  the  territories  6f  this  State  by  the  subjects  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  from  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia ; 
and  it  appearing  that  great  encroachqients  have  been 
made  on  the  said  territories, 

Resolved,  That  three  gentlemen  be  appointed  by  the^ 
General  Court,  whose  duty  and  business  it  shall  be  to 
repair  to  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  and  there  inform 
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themselves  wb&t  efifcroaohmeats  have  been  made  by  his 
said  BritaDDiG  Majesty's  subjects  ob  the  territories  of  the 
CommoQwealth ;  and,  if  they  find  soch  have  been  made, 
that  they  make  represeatation  thereof  to  the  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  request  him,  in  a  friendly  manner, 
and  as  a  proof  of  that  disposition  for  peace  and  harmony 
which  i^iould  subnst  between  neighboring  States,  to  re- 
call from  off  the  said  territory  the  said  troops  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  so  fonnd  to  have  encroached  thereon ; 
that  they  receive  any  communications  which  may  be 
made  by  the  said  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  make 
report  of  their  proceedings  herein  to  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  make  a 
commission,  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the 
agents  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  transact  the  said 
business,  and  transmit  to  Ahe  said  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia 
a  copy  of  these  resolves. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Henry  Knox^  and 
George  Partridge,  Esqs.,  be,  and  are  hereby,  appointed 
agents  for  the  business  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  re- 
solves*      ' 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

SAMUEL  A-  OTIS^  Spedket. 

.In  Senate,  July  7,  1784. 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS,  President. 
Approved:  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

AtSi?^^'   I  •'''"''  -*'''^''^*  ^'-^  Secretary. 
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rROM  JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  JOHN  PARR. 

(Referred  to  ii\  the  RepQrt  of  21st  April,  1785.) 

Boston,  November  12, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a 
resolution  and  proclamation  of  Congress,  respecting  the 
i>oundary  \me  at  the  ea^cea-n  part  of  this  Cenomoiiweaith, 
and  am  to  kiforoi  you  that,  agreeaUy  to  the  said  reso* 
j^tion,  an  inquiry  has  been  made  by  a  respectable  com- 
«Eiiltee  appointed  by  this  Government  for  that  purpose, 
who  have  reported  that,  upon  almost  careiui  examina- 
i^  of '  the  evidence  reipeeting  the  ancient  boondary 
between  Nova  Scotia^  and  this  State^  tbey  feund  the 
n^ost  eastedy  of  the  three  rivers  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy  to  be  the  aacient 
line,  and  now  the  boundary  established  by  the  said  treaty 
so  happily  concluded  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  these  States.  The  committee  also  report,  that 
the  subjects  of  hi^  Britannic  Majesty  have  made  en- 
croachments upon  the  territory  of  this  Commonwealth,  a 
large  number  of  whom  are  now  possessing  themselves  of 
lands  pn  the  western  side  of  the  said  river. 

The  Governme^nt  of  this  Satte,  Sir,  b  no  less  desirous 
than. the  Unired  States  in  Congress  assembled^  of  cul- 
tjvaUng  that  peace  and  liarmony  which  I  hope  will  ever 
subsist  between  the  cili^seps  of  the  Statea  and  the  sub- 
ject f>f  bis  Majiesty  ;  wherefore,  i»  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solution of  Congress,  I  am  to  request  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  recall  from  off  the  said  territory  those 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  who  have  removed  themselves 
from  his  dominions,  and  planted  themselves  within  this 
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Commonwealth.  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  give  irorne- 
diate  attention  to  such  communications  as  your  Elxcel- 
lency  shall  be  pleased  to  make  upon  this  or  any  other 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 

T  had  the  honor  of  ^  verbal  messa^  (tc^  your  Ex- 
cellency by  Mr.  Gregory  Townsend,  respecimg  the 
probate  papers  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hutchibson,  at 
HalifaXi  that  they  were  packing  up,  and  would  be  s6ttt 
by  the  first  opportunity.  I  have  since  received  no  tidings 
of  them.  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  Excellen- 
cy's Idm)  interposition  that  they  may  be  forwarded  before 
the  bad  season  comes  on ;  more  especially  as  they  are 
papers  of  great  consequence,  and  are  rmich  wanted. 


FROM  JOHN  PARB  TO  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

Halifax,  December  7,  1784. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  dated  the  '12th  Novem- 
ber, enclosing  a  copy  off  resolution  of  Congress,  29th 
January  last,  with  a  prodardation  dated  14th  of  the 
same  month  ;  all  which  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  New  Bhinswick,  within  whose  government  are  the 
lands  in  dispute  ;  and  Ihave  transmitted  copies  of  them 
to  Lord  Sidney,  Otoe  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secreta- 
ries of  Stiie. 

^        I  haVethe  honor  to  be,  fee, 

J:  PARR. 
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JExiract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Adams' to 
Lieut.  Governor  Gushing ,  dated  Auieuil,  near  Paris, 
October  25,  1784* 

In  writing  upon  the  subject  of  the  line  between  Massa- 
cbusetls  and  Ni6va  Sc&tid,  he  obsen^ed  as  follows : 

"  We  had  before  us,  through  the  whole  negotiation,  a 
variety  of  maps,  but  it  Was  Mitcheys  map  upon  which 
were  marked  out  the  whole  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  river  St.  Croix,  whiob  we  fixed  on, 
was  upon'  that  map  the  nearest  rivdr  to  St.  Jofati^s ;  so 
that,  in  all  equity,  good  conscience^  and  honor,  the  river 
next  to  St.  John's  should  be  the  boundary. 

^^  I  am  glad  the  Greneral  Court  are  taking  early  mea- 
sures,-and  hope  they  will  pursue  them  steadily,  until  the 
point  is  settled,  which  it  may  be,  now,  amicaWy  ;  if  ne- 
glected long,  it  may  be  more  diflScult.*' 

Attest:    JOHN  AVERY,  Jr.,  ^Secre/ffry. 


Deposition  of  Nathan  Jones. 

I,  Nathan  Jones,  of  Goldsborou^h,  in  the  county  pf 
Lincoln  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Esquire, 
testify  and  say :  That  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  Iwas  employed  by  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  then 
Governor  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay>  as 
commander  of  a  party  employed  to  explore  the  woods 
and  view  the  rivers  and  bays,  particularly  that  of  Passa- 
maquoddy,  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  said  province,  and 
to  ascertain  the  river  St.  Croix  dividing  the  said  province 
froni  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  to  perform  a 
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survey  thereof.  Accordingly,  we  proceeded  and  assembM 
upwards  of  forty  of  the  Indians  on  an  island  called  La 
T6te,  and,  after  having  fully  and  freely  conversed  with 
them  upon  the  subject  of  our  mission,  the  chief  commis- 
sioned three  Indians  to  show  us  the  said  river  Si.  Croii^, 
which  is  situated  nearly  six  miles,  north,  and  about  three 
degrees  east  of  the  harbor  La  T^e,  and  east^^ti^rtbeast 
of  the  bay  or  river  Scboodic,  and  distant  from,  it  about 
nine  miles,  upon  ^  right  line. 

The  ^foresaid  three  Indians,  afier  bafving  shown  us  the 
said  river,  and  being  duly  informed  of  the  nature  and 
importance  of  an  oath,  did  make  soienip  oath  to  the  truth 
of  their  information  respecting  tbe  identity  of  ibo  said 
river  St.  Croix,  aod  that  it  was  the  river  known  amongst 
them  by  tbat  name^  which  river  is  tbe  eastern  river  in 
tiie  bay  of  Passanaiu)uoddy,aDd  now  iuiQwn  by  the  name 
of  the  Maggacadava  ;  we  [H:oceeded  according  to  this  in- 
formation in  our  snrteys,  and,  agreeably  thereto,  in  Au- 
gust following  made  return  of  our  doings  to  the  said  Gov- 
ernor Bernard. 

NATHAN  JONES. 

Stiffolk,  «f ;  ) 

Boston,  March  17,  1785.  ] 

The  above  named  Nathan  Jones  peisonally  appeared, 
and  on  oath  declared  tbat  the  above,  by  him  subscribed, 
is  true. 

Before  me, 

ezek:iel  price, 

Jtutke  qfihe  Ptau^ 
^esr    ^    \  ^^^^  Avery,  Jr.  Secretary. 
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i,  the  subscriber,  and  iohabitaDt  of  Chester,  in  t^e 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  voluntarily  make  the  follow- 
ing declaration,  to  wit : 

Tbat  I  was  employed  by  bis  J^c^l^ncy  Frapcis  fiai^- 
i^rd,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  April,  1*^64,  asf  a  sufveyor,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Israel  Jones,  as  ray  deputy,  Mr.  Nathan  Joties, 
as  commanding  officer^of  a  party  of  troop^,  and  Captain 
Fletcher,  as  I^ndian  interpreter,  to  repair  to  the  bay  of 
Passamaquoddy,  to  assemble  the  Indians  usually  residing 
there,  and  from  them  to  ascertain  the  river  known  by 
the  name  of  the  St.  Croix. 

We  accordingly  assembled  upwards  of  forty  of  the 
principal  Indians  upon  an  i^lfiuU.  then  called  L'Atereal, 
in  the  said  bay  of  Passamaquoddy. 

After  liairinis  foUy  r  aad '  freely  :Oimfex§ei  ^witii  tboM 
upon  the  subject  of  our  nripiiQiv  itbe  chief  commissioned 
three  Indians  to  show  us  the  said  river  St.  Croix,  which 
is  situated  nearly  six  miles  north,  and  about  three  de- 
grees east,  of  harbor  La  Tete,  c^nd  east-norlheasj  of 
the  bay  or  river  ScHoodic,  and  distant  from  h  about  nine 
miles  upon  a  right  line,  't'he .  aforesaid  tbre,e  Indians, 
after  havings  shown  us  the  river^^and"  feeing  dul^  informed 
of  the  nature  and  importance  of  an  oath,  did,  in  a 
solemn  manner,  depose  to  the  tr^itfa  of  their  information 
respecting  the  indentity  of  the  sai^  river  St.  Croix,  and 
that  it  was  tlse  ancient  and  only  river  known  amongst 
^heoi  by^  that  name.  We  jprobejeded,  conformably  to 
this  ioformation^  in  our  surveys  ^  and,  in  August  follow- 

VolIiv:— 2d  •  "  ^'*"  ■■•" 
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ing,  I  delivered  to  Governor  Bernard  three  plans  of  the 
said  river  St.  Croix,  and  the  said  bay  of  Passamatjuoddy. 
JOHN  MITCHEL,  iSurpcyor. 

Suffolk,  ss: 
Boston,  October  9,  1784. 

The  above  named  John  Mitcbel  personally  appeared, 
and  on  solemn  oath    declared   that   the  above,  by  h\za 
subscribed,  is  true.    Before  me, 
.    ^  EZEKIEL  PRICE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

'^Tttest^^'    ^JoHN  AvEBr,  ir.  S$cr4tary. 


mOM  Rt^ruS   WtVkH     TO    THE     COQUllTTBK  ^F   IUi6A* 

■         •  '    OVU8STT8.  • 

Rutland,  December  27,  1784.  ' 
.  Gentlemen, 

As  the  plan  I  furnished  you,  on  my  return  from  th^ 
eastern  country,  was  much  more  extensive  than  what 
was  barely  necessary  for  the  delineation  of  the  lands 
which.  I  surveyed  for  Government,  comprehending  so 
much  of  the  Passamaquoddy  country  as  I  thought  suffi- 
cient to  give  s^  pretty, clear  idea  of  the  grounds  in  dis- 
pute between  this  Commonwealth  and  Nova  Scotia, 
respqcting  our  eastern  boundary  ;  if  it  is  not  ray  diily  as 
a  servant  of  the  public,  t  ask  their  indulgence  as  a 
citizen,  to  mention  several  matters  by  way  of  information 
and  explanation  of  my  plan,  and  also  to  make  a  few 
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(^MervitiQOs  on  iba  respec^ite  ohiiiis  of  ike  two.  nttions 
in  that  quarler. 

;  From  Mr.  Jon^,  who  IS  the  principal  surveyoremploy- 
ed  by  the,  British  in  that  quftrter;  since  the  peace  took 
phce,  I  learned  tlnit  they  ^consider  the  Schoodic  as  the 
St.  Crqix  iBt^ed  in  the  treaty;  that  they  fix  the 
oioutb  of  thqt  riv^r  at  the  Devil's  Head^  which  you  will 
s«e  marked  in  township  Ho.  Y.Jn  my  plan  ;  and  the  bays 
of  Schoodic,  St.  Aodrew!s,  Cobb^scooJc,  &c.  &c.,  for- 
merly comprehended  und^r  the  general  name  of  Passa- 
maquoddy?  they  consider  as  arms  of  the  sea  or  parts  of 
the  bay  of  Fundy.  Here,  then,  say  they,  (that  is,  at  the 
Deuirs  Head,^)  tbe  following  description  in  the  treaty 
begins,  viz:  bounded  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  Uie  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  |he 
b^y.-of  Fandy  to  its  source.  Again,  a  line  drawa  from  the 
iiKNitb  of  StrCrqix,  at  Devil's  Qead,  to  the  mouth  of 
St.  Jilary?s  river,  between  Geoj^ia  and  East  Florida,  they 
coc^ider  as  a  boundary  to  the  eastward  of  which  we 
hav^  no  claim  on  the. main  land,  among  the  islands,  nor 
yer  ta  the  islands  westward  of  such  a  line,  ei^cept  they 
li^.  within  tweU:^  leagues  of  the  seacoast  or  main  land, 
Md  have  nQt  been  gjranlisd  by^  the  Government  of  Nova 
Sdotia. 

Again,  in  consequence  of  their  claiming  tlie  Schoodic 
ri^er  for  the  St.  Crpix,  all-  th^  lairds  to  the  eastwiird  of 
if,. as  high  as  the  &rst  f^tk  above  Mill  island,  markfid  in 
my  plan^  are,  surveyed  and  granted  to  the  refugees  and 
Otberi^^ter  &  judgment  of  escbe^at  being  passed  on  them, 
(for  they  .were  formerly  granted  to  others,  as  may  be  seen 
in  the  copy  of  the  Halifax  plan.) 
.  A  sif figtit  line^  says  Mr*  Jones^  drawn  from  tbe  Devil's 
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Head,  t6  ibe  moulb  of  St.  Mary's  river,  as  above  mea- 
tioned,  will  fall  on  the  seacoast  or  north  shore  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  about  tbeonouth  of  Little  Machias  river; 
the  direction  of  this  line  iacross  my  plan  is  niarked  ob 
the  southern  edge  of* it;  and,  in  cdnsequence  of  their 
claiming  such  a  line,  not  only  all  the  istou^^  ia^  the  bay 
of  Passamaquoddy,  whether  granted  beibrie  (he  peace  or 
since,  they  claim  as  theirs,  but  the  island  of  Grand  Ma9^ 
nana  has  been  granted  by  the  Governor  of  Nova  Seotift 
to  certain  proprietors ;  and,  on*  the  isame  principld,  4  few 
days  before  I  left  the  country,  Mr.  Jones  began  tbe survey 
of  Soward's  Neck.  .         . 

Their  settlements  keep  pretty  equal  pace  with  tbeif 
surveys ;  the  island  of  Grand  Mannana  has  seveitnl  set* 
tiers  on  it  already,  as  well  as  a  number  of  smaller  iskiWte 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Passamaquoddy  bay;.  The  tofvii 
of  St.  Andrew's  has  between  two  and  three  hundred  houses; 
and  a  town  at  present  called  Schoodic,  near  the  head  of 
navigation,  has  near  one  hundred  hbuses  ;  besides  wbieb, 
there  is  a  township  at  the  head  of  Oak  bay  granted  to  a 
company  of  asscJciates,  at  the  head  of  which  is  d  Mr* 
Norwood  ftom  Cape  Ann ;  aricrtber  township  west  of  this 
is  surveyed  for  a  company  from  Conneciicttt ;  and  these 
companies  obtain  the  same  supplies  of  provisions  as  the 
i^efugees  do. 

The  reason  why  they  ha>e  made^  no  surveys  dn  tfce 
inafiff  land  between  the  DeviPs  Heiad  and  Pleltsant  Vdni^ 
or  dn  Moose  island,  I  presume,  is,  because  they  consider 
those  lands^  as  the  property  of  Sir  Francia  Bernaid  and 
his  associates,  and  that  no  judgment  of  esclieat  respectkig 
them  has  yet  taken  place. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  the  Maggtcadava  riftr^  or 
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eastern  St.  Croix,  from  the  falls,  niakes  a  north  course 
up  to  its  source,  and  the  river  Scboodic  does  the  same 
from  tiie  upper  pond  marked  in  my  plan,  then  the  trac^ 
tof  land  between  the  two  rirer^,  in  dispute,  will  be  ia  el* 
tent,  east  and  .west,,  nearly  thirty-six  miles,  and  by  a 
London  map,  pubUsbed  immediately  after  the  peace,  &t 
least  oaef  hundred  and  twenty  miles  north  and  south; 
so  that  the  two  rivers,  in  all  probability,  aiake  a  diffef* 
jence  ^f  one  hundred  and  twenty  townships,  of  six  miles 
square,  within  which  there  is,  np  doubt,  a  great  quantity 
of  good  tends. 

Again :  to  draw  a  line,  as  tfcey  propose,  from  the 
Devil's  Head,  IviH  cut  ^  a  quantify  of  land  equal  to 
•four  or  five  townships  of  six  miles  square,  besides  the 
idand  of  Great  Mannana  and  the  small  islands  on  the 
southern  side  of  it,  whteb  are  equal  to  three  or  four 
aueli  townships,  together  with  Moose  island  and  some 
Others,  whose  quantities  are  marked  in  my  plan  or  report. 
But,  b^des  the  value  of  the  lands  cut  off  by  this  pro* 
|K)sed  ime,  it  is  well  to  consider  that  the  remainder  of 
the  lands  bordering  on.  the'  Scboodic  and  Cobbescook 
rivers  will  be  of  little  value  to  thidir  owners,  If  they  have 
no  communication  with  the  sea  Isut  what  depends  on 
the  courtesy  of  their  British  neighbors.. 

The  bay  of -Paasamaquoddy,  at  present,  affords  great 
plenty  of  fish;  but,  if  we  are  to  possess  no  islands  in 
cfajat  bay  Ibr  curing  them,  it  tnmt  prove  very  injurious  to 
die  subjects  of  America  who  are,  or  may  be,  employed 
in  taking  fish  in  ttiat  quarter.  The  island  of  Grand 
MiniKina  hi»  a  good  harbor,  towards  the  southeast  part 
of  it }  and  its  squd^ni  shore  is  lined  -with  a  number 
of  small  islands,  among  which,  and  in  the   vicinity  of 
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ibem,  great  plenty  of  fish  are  taken;  and  the  quality  of 
the  lands  in  Great  Marinana  and  some  of  those  smaller 
blands,  it  is  said,  is  not  inferior  to  those  in  the  bay  of 
Passamaquoddy ;  so  that,  in  respect  of  bc^h  farming  and 
fishing,  these  islands  are  of  no  small  consequence. 

But  where  the  gentlemen  of  Nova  Scotiai  have  got 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  are  bounded  by  a  line 
drawn  through  ihe  Atlantic  ocean,  from  the  mouth  of 
St.  Mary's  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  is  hard 
to  conceive ;  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot   find  a  single 
hint  of  such  a  boundary  in  all  the  treaty ;  yet,  as  absurd 
as  this  idea  appears  to  be,  not  only  Mr.  Jones  and  other 
refugees  are  fallen  into  the  mistake,  but  Governor  Parr 
must  have  done  so  too,  or  otherwise  he  would  not  hav6 
patented   the  island   of  Grand  Mdnnana,  for,    as   Mr. 
Jones  told  me  it  never  had  been  granted  before,  it  can- 
not now  possibly  belong  to  Nova  Scotia,  on-  any  other 
principle  but  the^  establishment  of  such  a  line.     With 
respect' to  the  islands,  the  words  of  the  tv^ty  are  these: 
''  comprehending  all   islands  within  twenty   leagues  of 
any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying 
between  lines  to   be  drawn  due   east   from  the  poinU 
where  the  aforesaid  boundary  between  Nova  Scotia  on 
the  ene  part,  and  Ekist  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respect- 
ively touch  the  bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
excepting  such  islands,"  &c.     Now,  whenever  we  can 
find  that  point,  viz :  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Croix  river  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  we  are  to  draw  a 
line  due  east  fn»n  that  spot ;  and  all  islands  lying  to  the 
south  of  such  line,  and  to  the  northern  mouth  of  a  line 
drawn  due  east  firom  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  Si. 
Mary's  river,  and  within  twenty  leagues  of-  the  shore  or 
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jmmi  Itftd  of  th«  VmeA  Smw^  are  by  tlie  treaty  ceded 
|i»  themf  '*  except  aoch .  islands  aa  ^ow  are,  or  heretofore 
have  beeii^  ^tbia  the  Umila  of  said  proviuce  of  Nova 
Spoua*" 

Now»  altbough  at  .present  ii  may  be  uncertaio  where 
iofix  this  poiot,  viz^  the  middle  <»f  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
C«MX>  in  the  bay  of  FiMidy;  yet,  if  we  attend  to  the  bear- 
ing of  Grand  Maeoani,  from  the  west  passage,  as  marked 
io  the  plan,  it  is  certaio  that  if  ypu  $x  it  anywhere  about 
the  bay  of  Pa^samaqitoddy)  a  line  drawn  due  east  from 
tbence  will  leave  the  whole  island, of  Grand  Mannana  to 
ibe.  setoUi;  and  this  island,  lying  within  much  less  tliaa 
9Q  lefigiie%  of  tbe  shore  or  Q»ain  land,  of  course  beloqg^ 
to  the  Umted  States;. therefore,  Governor  Parr  could 
Rf yer  grant  this  island  on  any  other  principle  but  the  one 
I  baye  meaiionpd.  The  survey,  then,  made  on  Soward's 
IMee^,  tx^y  be  of  a  much  more,  ^rious  nature  than  was 
at  fiist^  appreben()ed.  If  the  Schoodic  be  the  St.  Croix 
ipiteeded  ia  ^  the  treaty,  I  agree ,  with  the  Nova  Scotia 
gentlemen,  that  the  real  mouth  oC  that  river  is  at  the 
I^vil's  Head  ;  but  I  by  ao  means  admit  this  to  be  the 
mouth  Intended  by  the  commissioners  who  formed  the 
treaty ;  for,  to  draw  a  line  due  east  from  thence,  not  only 
drosses  oy^r  a  tract  of  n^ain.land  before, it  touches  the  bay 
^f  Fuady  froper^  wA  would  give  .every,  island  in  the 
.Passamaq^oddy  to  the  United  States,  but.  also  all  tl|f| 
islands  along  the. shore  to  the  eastward  of  Passamaquod. 
dy,  for  several  leagues,  wJbich  I  can  by  no  means  sup* 
jKMse  %o  be  imepd^d;  and  if  we  fix  this  point  in  the  real 
oouth  of  the  Maggacadava,  or  eastern  St.  Croix,  we 
fihall,  be  Jnvelved  in  the  same  difficulties  as  before.  Sp 
ibat, .  ii^ichever  be  the,  St.  Croix  intended^  th^  poix^ 
mintjeaed  in  the  tjreaty  must  be  in  some  other  plape  than 


31Q  JGBN  AJyAMB^omSf  SKT. 

either  or  those  I  jiare  memioiied;  aed  ibe  mwt  i»riK. 
sible  opinion  I  have  been  able  to  form  of  the  iiMi«t«r  ii, 
that  the  comnaisisioners  considered  the  whole,  bay  <il 
Passamaquoddy  as  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Cmz^ 
and  that  their  ^eal  intention  was>  that  a  line  begioniiig  in 
the  middle  of  this  mouth,  at  a  point  where  it  jdns  ti» 
bay  of  Fundy,  (that  is,  on  a  line  drawn  from  the  west 
to  the  east  cape  or  bead  land  that  forms  the  bay  of  Pa^^ 
samaquoddy,)  and  from  thence  drawd  throtTgh  the  niiddie 
of  this  bay  or  mouth,  and  along  the  middle  of  the  Bt. 
Croix  to  its  source,  fee.  be,  should  be  onr  eastern  boan* 
<fary.  My  reasons  for  this  opinion  are  these :— -freni  thi» 
point  (wherever  it  is)  a  line  is  ta  be  drawn  due  east,  hi  or* 
der  to  determine  what  islands  belong  to  the  United  S^tes, 
and  what  not.  Now,  to  draw  sueh  a  line  frora<  any  point 
within  the  eastern  cape  or  head  land  must  cfo»  over  a 
tract  of  main  knd  before  it  can  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy 
proper,  and  involve  us  in  all  these  difficulties  respecting 
(he  islands  near  the  eastern  shore  beyond  PassamU* 
qooddy,  which  I  have  before  mentioned.  Again :  tbe  bay 
of  Passamaquoddy  is  not  mentioned  in  ail  the  treaty,  al- 
though noticed  in  MttchePs  map,  and  all  the  maps  of  that 
country  in  the  Ameri(;an  atlas.  '  Wherefore,  the  commis- 
dioners,  I  conceive,  must  consider  it;  as  a  part  of  tbe  bay 
of  Ftihdy,  or  as  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix.  We  have 
already  observed  the  absurdity  of  considering  it  as  a  part 
oif  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  fixing  the  month  of  tbe  St. 
Groix  at  the  DeviKs  Head,  or  any  where  else  within  tbt 
eastern  cape ;  therefore,  they  mtist<  consMer  it  as  the 
itiouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  or  they  could  have  no  lespeot  le 
it  whatever.  But  if  we  carefully  inspect  Bfitchel^  majHHMJ 
those  in  tbe  American  atlas,  and  eompare  these  drau^hu 
with  the  whole  description  of  our.  eastern  bouttdary,  a»y 
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faypoihetis  appears  tome  the  orijr  uileHi^ble  and  con- 
abetent  one  that  oao  take  [dace.  For  instance :  if  we 
txnanit  Mkehel'a  map^  a  ime  drawn  ftopn  ihe  eaeteni  and 
western  capes/aiid  bisected  in  the  middle,  atrUcea  mo  as 
the  identieal  peint  intended  by  tbe  commiesioners ;  from 
heDoe> aline drawn>di»e  east  escapes  tfa»  eaatem cepe, and 
deiermibes  to  whom  the  idands  bdong,  in  a  rational  and 
eeosistent  manner ;  from  bence,  abo,a  line  drawn  throug|i 
tbe  middle  of  the  bay,  and  up  tbe  St.  Chmx,  will  mifce 
a  pr^ty  equal  division  of  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy 
and  the  islands  therein,  which  it  is  natnrai  to  suppose  wis 
iftiended ;  and  if  we  inspect  the  seTeral  maps  in  tbe 
American  atlas,  the  $Bme  ideas  i^turally  arise ;  and  upon 
this  prioeiple,  most,  if  net  all  C&mpobelto,  and  a  great 
part  of  Deer  island,  belong  to  as,  for  the  exceptions  afe 
respecting  those  islands  only  which  are  situated  between 
lines  drawn  due  east  from  certain  points  mentioned  in 
tbe  treaty.    , 

With  respect  to  the  river  intended  by  the  oommis* 
sioners  as  the  boaodary  between  us  and  Nova  Scotia, 
I  think  they  alone  mast  determine  ;  ibr  as  they  are  entire- 
ty silent  with  respect  to  any  description  but  the  bare 
name  of  Si.  Croix,  and  as  tbe  Passfamaquoddy  and  Mag<- 
gaeadava  have  both  obtained  that  name,  I  think  it  impose 
siMe  to  determine  which  is  the  river  mtended  by  tbe 
description  th^y  bate  given  us.  It  may,  hdweveri  1)e 
well  to  observe,  that  the  river  Schoodic,  or  a  river  by  tbfe 
name  of  SchoodiQ,  is  not  to  be  found  on  Mitchel's  map, 
the  American  atlas,  or  any  other  draught  that  I  have  seen. 
Mitchel,  at  the  bead  of  St.  Croix,  has  a  l^e  which  he 
calls  Koneaki.  This  is  evidently  an  Indian  name,  but  is 
not  the  name  of  either  of  the  lakes  or  ponds  on  the 
Schoodic  that  I  have  heard  of.  ' 
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'  Mr.  Jeflbrs,  aatbor  of  the-  Atnericafi.  atlas,  iq  one  o( 
bis  maps,  wbicb  he  tells  us,  is  a  new  one,  nrndefrom 
various  surveys,  and  conreetftd  from  divers  astronooiical 
observatioaS)  has  gmn  us  two  rivers  by.  the  name  of  St. 
Croix.  The  eastern  one  be  has  oooiended  as  the  dividing 
line  betvreen  us  and  Nova  Scotia^  apd  is  undoubiediy 
(he  Maggacadava ;  the  western  river  he  calls  Passaroa* 
quoddy,  or  St.  Croix.  You  will  please  to  observe  th^t,  in 
my  plan,  just  above  tlie  last  falls,  I  have  marked  the 
n^outh  of  a  river  coming  in  on  tlie  right,  nearly  as  large 
as  the  Schoodic,  called  by  the  natives  Pasaamaquoddy. 
Now,  if  the  treaty  should^  be  explained  to .  intend  tbe 
western  St.  Croix,  yet  the  boundary  line  cannot  follow 
the  river  now  known  by  tb6  name  of  the  Seboodic  to  Jts 
source,  but  must  be  Qoqfined  to  tbe  Pasaaloaquoddyi  or 
eastern  branch  of  the  western  St.  Croii^;  for  with  what 
propriety  they  should  claim  beyond  this,  apd  follow-  the 
Schoodic  (a  river  not  known  in  any  map)  ^above  ihe 
forks,  I  cannot  conceive.  And  1  think  it  btgbiy  probable 
that  tbe>name  of  Schoodic  was  by  tbe  natives  originally 
confined  to  tbe  westera  branch,  and  that  tbe  jname.of 
Passaitiaquoddy  extended  from  the  fprks  quke  down  to 
tbe  bay  of 'the  same  name;  for,  otherwise,  there  is  no 
connexion  between  the  river  and  the  bay  wbiob  hear  tbe 
jiaine  name,  and  wbidi  probably  were  denvied  the  ofte 
from  the  other,  which  is  commonly,  if  joot  always,  the 

I  am,  gtnilemen,^(o«i 

RUFUS  PUTNAM- 

To  Messrs,  Phil^^^^^^^  |  6«mi«ee. 

'^Atte^r*     I  John  Avery,  Jr.  ^cretary. 
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WRO}^  GENERALS  LINCOLN  AND  KNOX    TO   THE    GOVERNOR 
OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston,  October  19,.  1784. 
Sir, 

Ia  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commission,  bearing 
date  July  12th,  1784,  tbe  subscribers,  two  of  the  commis- 
aioBers  named  therein,  proceeded  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
gust to  this  bay  oT  Passamaquoddy,  and  there  endeavored 
to  inform  themselves  of  what  encroachments  had  been 
onade  by  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  ter*- 
litorks  of  this  Commonwealth. 

They  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Elxcellency  that  a  very 
considecable  number  of  British  subjects  are  settled  at  a 
place  called  St.  Andrew V,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river 
Scboodic,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commiasioners,  is 
clearly  within  the  limits  of  this  States 

By  yoiir  Excellency 'a  leave,  tlxey  will  recite  a  short 
state  of  facts  on  which  this  opinion  was  forcned. 

There  are  three;  very  considerable  rivers  which  empty 
tbem^lves  into  tbe -bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is 
from  five  to  seven  leagues  wide.  The  eastern  river  falls 
into  the  bay  about  a  league  from  the  head  of  it,,  and 
perpendicular  to  the  eastern  side.  The  middle  river 
falls  into  the  bay  far  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  head  of 
it,  and  in  a  direction  parallel  therewith.  Tbe"^  western 
river  falls  into  the  bay  about  six  leagues  from  tbe  head 
of  it,  on  the  westerly  side,  and  neariy  perpendicular  to 
it.  All  pf  which,  in  late  British  maps,  are  called  St> 
Croix.  The  first  is,  by  the  Indians,  called  Maggacadava, 
tbe  second  Scboodic,  ^nd  the  third  Cobbescook.  From 
every   information  the   subscribers   could  obtain,  on  an 
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inquiry  pf  the  Indians  and  others,  the  eastern  river  was 
the  original  St.  Croix  ;  this  is  about  three  leagues  east  of 
St.  Andrew's,  where  the  British  inhabitants  have  made  a 
settlement* 

Soon  after  the  subscribers  received  their  commissions, 
they  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay,  requesting  bim  to  give  them  in- 
ibrmation  whether  the  comnusstoaeris  for  negotiaittng  the 
peace  confined  themselves,  in  tracing  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States,  to  any  particular  map ;  and,  if  any  one, 
to  what.  Since  their  return,  they  received  his  answer, 
menticmbg  that  MitcbeFs  map  was  the  only  one  thtt 
the  commissioners  used  ;  and  on  that  they  thiced  tb« 
boundaries  agreed  to.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  sub- 
scribers, b  a  fact  which  must  facilitate  an  equitable  de- 
cision of  the  matter,  though  Mitchel's  map  is  not  accu- 
rate^ at  least  in  the  description  of  the  eastern  part  of  this 
State.  He  has  described  but  two  instead  of  three  rivers, 
which  empty  themselves  into  the  bay  of  Pnssamaquoddy. 
The  eastern  of  those  he  has  placed  at  the  bead  of  the 
bay,  near  the  centre  of  it,  atid  calls  it  St.  Croix.  The 
western  river  he  has  called  by  the  name  of  Passamaquod* 
dy.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that,  though  the  map  is  inacco- 
rate,  yet  the  eastern  river,  which  empties  itself  into  the 
bay,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  Mhchel,  the  St.  Croix.  This 
opinion  is  further  supported  by  the  deposition  of  Mr. 
Mitchel,  accompanying  this  report. 
'  The  subscribers  are  infonned  that  the  Mr.  Jones 
mentioned  in  tbe  deposition  is  soon  expected  in  this 
town,  who  will  depose  to  the  same  facts.  The  subscribers 
fiirtber  represent,  that  tbey  find  in  the  maps  of  a  -quarto 
volume,  published  in  Paris  in  1774,  from  Chartevoie*s 
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Voy tge^  tx^  North  Amarica,  made  in  1694,  two  riviers 
ddlinested  at  the  bead  of  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy^ 
the  westem  of  wbbfa  is  called  Passahmquoddy,  the  easi^ 
ern  St.  Croix.  Although  the  mouth  of  the  river  Se. 
Croix  is  but  little  more  than  three  leagues  east  of  the 
bftnks  of  the  SohoocRc,  oq  wbiqh  the  British  subjects  are 
settled,  yet,  from  the  different  courses  of  the  two  rivers, 
the  source  of  the  western  branch  of  the  3choodic  is  nearly 
a  hundred  miles  fi:om  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix. 

From  a  view  of  the  rapid  improvements  made  by  the 
British  subjects  on  the  banks  of  the  S^oodic,  the  ^b- 
scM^ibiBrs  ooulfij^Pt  but/SupposQ  that  the  \dea  of. their  re- 
enoval  would  always  embarrass  a  settlement  of  the  line 
agreeatiy  to  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Tbey^  tbereibre^  have  tboughit^  it  their,  duty  to  suggiest 
the  propriety  ef  quietinj;  aucb  British  settlers  in  their 
paai43flsioiis,:wboiare  desiroqi  of  becoming  inhabitants^  of 
tbCi  pniled  Slates,         , 

Itiat  the  General  Cmn  might  have  tjrae  to  take  this 
mfitt0r  iotf>  tbeir  Gonsiderauon,  tjiey  h^ve .  deferred  writ- 
it«g  t0  the  Goveriior  of  Nova.  Scotia,t  thoagh  they  co^ld 
not  have  diQdiie  this  until  within  a  few  days  past,  from  the 
necessary  delays  wjiich  have  ajttended  the  prociiring  the 
evidence  relative  to  thejincieni  St«  Croix. 

WiK^t  of  health  prevented  tlie  attendance  of  Mj;. 
Partridge., 

,         We  hai^  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

B.  LINCOI^N, 
H.  KNOX. 
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Bji^  desire  of  the  Secr^ary  of  Sitte,  tbe  ptpers  re* 
corded  herein,  from  page.293ta  p^e  317,  inclusive,  were 
ibis  day  re-examined  by  me,  and  rendered  conforroeble 
to  tbe  origmals. 

GEO:  TAYLOR, 
Ckief  Clerk  in  the  Department  iof  Stait* 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
Siptember  92^  1785.3 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Departme&t 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  to   whom   were  referred   certain 
official  papers  delivered  to  Congress. by  the  delegates 
of  Massachusetts,  on  the  19th  inst«,  relattve  to  attempts 
of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  to  extend  their 
jurisdiction  to  Moose  island,  &c.,  reports  : 
That,  in  his  opinion,  the  advice  given '  by  the  CoiHiei| 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Massachnsetts,  On  tbe 
9th  instant,  was  proper;  and  that  as  one  udopposed  en- 
croachment always  paves  the  way  for  another,  tbe  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  be  advised  by  Congress  to 
proceed,  without  noise  or  delay y  to  garrison  wch  plaoee 
in  their  actual  possession  as  may  be  most  exposed. 

Your  Secretary  propoises,  by  these  garrisons,  to  sup- 
port the  inhabitants  in  their  allegtanee,  and  to  overawe 
New  Brunswick  peace  officers,  whom  impunity  might 
tempt  to  be  insolent  and  troilUesome.  'He  thinks  these 
garrisons  should  not  be  so  large  as  to  give  alarm  ;  that 
they  should  be  under  select  and  discreet  officers ;  that 
they  should  be  formed  by  inunediate  detachments  from 
the  militia  of  some  of  the  other  counties,  be  at  conti- 
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nental  charge/ dnd  be,  as  soon  as  may  be,  relieved  by 
dfetlBlebracnts  from  ihe  cdntinental  trob|>s*  raised,  or  ioie 
fiHs€d,'for  ike  fioriXiers;  that  they  shoold  be  ordemd 
never  to  pass  our  Kmks,  and  to  act  only^  on  the  defen** 
sive,  of  when  called  upob  to  support- the  cml  aulfiortly* 
Hotreirer  d^lteate  this  mev^ure  may  sppear^  h  sMiy,  m 
the  opinipn  of  your  Secretary,  be  safely  cotifided  to  the 
prudence  of  the  Governor  and  Coudi^  of  fifassaQbli- 
setts.  <     '     '    ^-        . 

Nothing  should  be  done  to  provoke  hostilities,  on  the 
one  hand;  and  on  the  other,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
too  great  and  manifest  reluctance  to  assert  our  rights  by 
arms,  usually  invites  insult  and  offence. 
'  Your  Secretary  isi  very  apprebeqsive- that  to  pnrmit 
these  disputes  to  remain  unsettled,  will  be  to  risk 
mutual  acts  of  violeiice,  which  may  embroil  the  two 
nations  hi  a  war.  He,  therefore,  takes  the  liberty  of 
calltQg  thef  attentbti  df  C6ngres8  to  a  report  be  imd  the 
honor  of  ttiaking  to  Ck^ngnHs  on  this  subject  \h%  21st 
April  last.  i»        .  .  ■.,.'.:.  r 

•  Tour  Seeretaty  thmks^  that  no  nation  can,  cciasistefti 
Wrth  ihfe  ^pei^fence  of  all  »ges,  expect-  to  enjoy  peace 
and  security  any  loifger  than  they  nuiy  aSmdnw  prepmred 
ibr  w^r;  and  be  bannot^  forbear  expi«BSfog  his  feirs  tbH 
the  United  Stites  are  bot  at  preseot  in  that  desirabk; 
Mtuation.  .  .  v  \ 

•  As  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  he* 
iween  his  Most  Chri$tiiBn  Mi^esty  and  the  United  S^tes 
contaiiV9  an  •  explicit  .and  perpetual  guaran^  ^  aU  the 
possessioiis  of  the  latter,  ^yonr  Seer^ary  tbiiiks  it  would 
be  advisable  to  apprise  the  Court  of  France  of  the  dfi»- 
pntes  in  que^on^  that  his  Majesty. mnyeoroparkte  wld) 
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tb^  Uniied  Slates  ia  measufes  pro^  to  bripg  abool  a 
settlement  of  then.  Ib  tis  opiuioDy  tbase  measores 
sboold  be  focmeci  asd  puistied  'm  coocert  wkb  Fiance^ 
and  IB  such  a  maiiDer  as  that  sbe  m^y  have  no  just 
cause  to* be  dissatisfied,  or  to  say  that,  as  wealed  witb- 
oat  bef  coDCttcreBce,  we  ajone  are  tQ  be  rfvpoosible  fm 
the  oonstttiueaees. 

All  wUch  is  ^ubmitced  to  the  wisdo|n  of  CSoo^ess. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Officud  papers  an  which  the  preceding  Report  was 
founded. 

WBOm  JAflEB    AVBBY,   ES%.,  TO  Ti|E   GOVS^OB^  OF   VAS- 
SJM:HtJS£TTS<r 

^aamnaqaoibly,  AMgust  09,  >7a6. 

asr, 

'  Beii%  at  tbis  place  oo  soQie  private  bmne^  ^  «^y 
pvtn,  I  was  iofofmed  thai  Uie  GovenuDent  of  New  Bfuos* 
wick  had  asserted  their  claims  to  Moose  island^  Dodlef 
aadFred  isles^  idl  lying  to  the  westward  of  Sc^KX^di&xfrer. 
These  bdi^s  were,  surveyed  last  sea^oa  by  QeoaraJ 
Putnani)  by  onder  of  ihe  Coaalnittee  on  Eastern.  Laadsi 
iHid  tfae  two  last  fliemboed  sold  by  tb^^  to  C^oloBel 
Allen,  who  Ias,  wiib  M.  de,  Isi  DenMei«i  a^ed  tbere9ii» 
built  houses  and  stores,  and  cleared  qp  the  lands  at  |^Mt 
expenses  Moose  istepd  is  Im^e^  and  w^l  6it^aled'  for 
tmde,  add  has  a  Mwoberol  wertiiy  injbabiieits  seitled 
ott;  it.  A  fair  days  ago,  Mr.  Wy^>  bigb  sbeiiff  Sw 
Cbaflotie  cotintyy  peeled  up  an  ftdt^isesiant  on  Aloope 
klaQd,'  (ficeetiA§  tht  ittl^abttants  4e  attend'  tbe  ^^ourts  9t 
fk:-Aenim9's.Bs  yvtym^l  thi$.a)Mp^  l^erwI^biMiBtSy 
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ts  ili«y  were  threatened,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  be  de» 
prived  of  tbeir  estates :  some  weak  and  designing  n^inds 
were  for  complying ;  others  determined  not,  at  all  events. 
Application  was  made  to  me  by  Colonel  Allen,  the  naval 
officer.  Colonel  Crane,  Major  Trescott,  with  a  number  of 
olher^  principal  gentlemen,  to  do  something  to  counter- 
act the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Wye r,  as  it  would  be  very 
detrimental  to  the  claims  of  our  Government,  in  set- 
tling the  boundary  in  regard  to  the  islands,  for  the  in- 
habitants to  obey  and  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of^ 
Great  Britain ;  therefore,  I  went  on  to  the  island,  and 
warned  them,  (as  a  justice  of  the  peace)  as  they  were 
subjects  of  this  Commonwealth,  not  to  obey  the  orders 
of  tiny  other  power  whatever.  ^  This  I  conceived  it  to 
be  my  duly  to  A),  more  particularly  as  it  is  part  of  my 
district  as  collector  of  excise,  and  I  have  a  deputy  on  the 
same  island.  This  matter  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
our  Government;  for  should  the  British  take  in  these 
islands,  we  should  be  entirely  cut  off  from  going  up  the 
river  Sciroodic ;  and,  likewise,  these  islands  having  beer^ 
surveyed  by  order  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  two  of 
them  sold  to  gentlemen,  who  have  laid  out  as  much  as 
£500  or  £600  in  buildings  and  improvements,  our 
Government  must,  in  honor,  protect  them,  or  repay  what 
damages  they  may  buffer.  Since  this  matter  has  taken 
place,  I  was  up  to  St.  Andrew's  on  some  busiliess  of 
my  6wn,  and  had  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  Wyer, 
the  high  sheriff,  Mr.  Pagan,  and  other  principal  persons. 
They  say  they  acted  by  advice  and  directions  of  Judge 
Ludlow,  who  is  of  opinion  that  all  the  islands  in  the 
bay  of  Passamaquoddy  belong  to  New  Brunswick,  and  ' 
are  determined  to  support  their  claim ;-  and  should  the 
inhabitanta  refuse  to  obey  the  summons,  they  may  de- 
VoL.  IV.— 21 
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pead  qn  beisg  jim^isbed*  Tb^y  bUs^  4et  me  «ee  «  lor^ 
letter  from  Lord  Sidney,  wherein  he  iaforms  that,  not- 
witM^nding  the  opiQipn  of  the  Massaobusetl^i  and  the 
report  of  Generals  KpoK  .^nd  Lincoln,  (which  was  thea 
before  him^)  bis  Majesty'?  servants  were  fully  clear  that 
Schoodic  was  the  boundary,  and  bis  Majesty's  subject*, 
settled  beiwee ft  that  and  the  Maggacad^ya  (or  what  we, 
call  S|.  Croix),  inigbt  fqljy  rely  on  their  protection.  Mr, 
Wyer  mad?  use  pf  many  arguments  to  show  the  proprie- 
ty of  their  claims  to  all  the  islands ;  among  others,  be  safk). 
before  the  war  the  iuhabitaots  on  all  of  therai  in  any  of 
their  disputes,  applied  to  ipagistrates  belonging  to  Nova 
Scotia  for  redress,  and  acknowledged  themselves  subjects 
of  that  province,  and  the  Massachusetts  not  asserting  any 
right  over  them  was  tacitly  acknowledging  it  to  bQ  so. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not  thtqk  1  have  been  too 
forward.  1  acted  from  a  principle  of  public  good.  Agree- 
ably to  the  principles  tliey  advance,  (as  well  as  Liord 
Sheffield's  ideas  in  his  publications,)  if  the  inbabitaatH 
should  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Governnoeiit, 
it  would  more  fully  support  their  claims,  wbiph  I  hqpf 
will  now  not  be  the  case*  The  time  was  so  short,  it 
would  not  admit  of  the  inhabitants  receiving  any  orders 
from  your  Excellency  on  the  subject,  bejlbre  the  tioie 
they  were  directed  to.  attend.  I  shall  continue  to  keep 
a  deputy  collector  of  excise  on  Moose  island,  to  regulate, 
that  business,  uptil  I  receive  orders  from  your  Excellency 
to  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  Iionor  to  be^  &c., 

JARJES  AVERY. 
H^s  Excellency  Jamks  Bowjx>in,  Esqipir^. 

True  copy  of  the  original  letter. 
Attest:  W,  Harkis,  Jf^^  Slw€i0ty. 


I 


DipLoMAHc  Correspondence.  393* 

,    ComxQonwealthof  Massachtisette/       > 
In  Council,  September  9,  1785.     3 

His  Excellency  the  Goveroor  laid  before  the  Council 
a  le«er  from  Janvre  Avery,  Esquire,  relative  to  the  Got- 
ernment  of  JVew  Brunswick,  asserting  their  claims  to 
Moose  island,  Dudley,  and  Fred  island,  all  lying  to  tbe 
westward  of  Schobdic  river,  and  requested  their  advice, 
upon  the  subject. 

Thereupon,  advised  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor , 
acquaint  James  Avery,  Esquire,  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  highly  approve  of  his  vigilant  attention  to  the 
important  interest  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  the 
said  James  Avery  be  directed  to  inforin  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  islands  that  the  said  islands  are  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment, confiding  in  their  fidelity,  expects  and  requires  the 
inhabitants^  of  the  same  to  conduct  themselves  in  every 
respect  as  becomes  true  and  faithful  subjects  of  this  Coni- 
moiiwealth. 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  upon  thic 
subject  of  these  encroachments ;  and  that  a  copy  of  tbe« 
letter  from  James  Avery  be  sent  tb  our  delegates  at  Con- 
gress, with  the  prddeedings  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil upon  this  business,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 


3^  JOHN  ADAMS-r.JOHN  JAY. 


VBOM   THE  GOVERNOR   OF    MASSACHUSETTS  TO    THE  GOV-  . 

ERNOR  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

'.        *  ' 

Commonwealth  of  Massacbusetts,     7 
;         Boston,  Sept.  »,  1785.  3 

Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman,  who  is, an  inhabitant  in 
ilie  eastern  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  tliat  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick  b^ih  asserted  a  claim  to  Moose, 
Dudley,  and  Fred  islands ;  but  I  flatter  myself  he  has 
extended  his  ideas  beyond  the  real  fact,  for  he  men- 
tions only  the  conduct  of  the  sheriff  of  your  county  of 
Charlotte,  (Mr.  Wyer,)  grounded  on  the  advice  and  di- 
rection of  Judge  Ludlow,  in  advertising  iind  directing  the 
inhabitants  of  Moose  island  to  attend  the  courts  at  St. 
Andrew's  as  jurymen,  upon  pain,  in  case  of  refusal,  of  for- 
feiting their  estates. 

As  I  am  not  informed  that  your  Excellency  has  inter- 
posed your  authority,  I  an^  inclined  to  believe  that  my 
informant  has  been  premature  in  forming  an  opinion  that 
the  Government  of  New  Brunswick  had  given  its  sanction 
to  a  measure,  altogether  unexpected  and  insupportable. 
I  have,  however,  given  your  Excellency  this  information, 
assuring  myself  that  your  Excellency  will  take  order 
effectually  to  prevent  the  abovementioned  and  every 
other  encroachment  on  the  territorial  rights  and  sover- 
eignty of  this  .CommoDwealtb^  and.  of  the  United  States. 
With  regard  to  the  lands  lying  to  the  east  of  the  river 
Schoodic,  and  between  that  and  the  river  St.  Croix,  (or, 
as  the  Indians  call  it,  Maggacadava,)' relative  to  which 
some  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  under  your  imme- 
diate government,  appear  to  have  adopted  an  improper 
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opinion,  it  is  a  [matter  before  Congress,  who,  I  am  as^ 
sured,  will  give  instructions  to  th^ir  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London,  to  assert  and  maintain  their  just  claims, 
as  set  forth  in  the  treaty  agreed  to  between  the  two  na- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,' 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Carleton,  Esq. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  York,  November  1, 178S. 
Dear  Sir, 
Ic  wi]l,  I  am  persuaded,  give  you  pleasure  to  receive 
the  enclosed  act  of  Congress,  of  14th  ult.,  for  compen- 
sating the  services  of  our  friend  Dumas,  and  alleviating  the 
uneasiness  and  anxiety  which  seems  for  some  years  past 
•to  have  oppressed  him  on  that  account. 

1  have  already  sent  him /a  copy  of  it ;  but  lest  that  mfy 
raiscarry,  and  that  you  also  may  be  informed  of  it,  I  et^ 
close  a  duplicate  copy. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY/ 


.  PROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  York,  November  2, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
Mr.  Houdon,  the  celebrated   statuary  of  Paris,  who 
has  taken  a  bust  of  General  Washington,  and  b  to  make 
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liis  statue  foe  Virginia,  and  perhaps  another  (pr  the  United 
States,  is  the  bearer  of  this. 

His  character  as  an  artist  being  high,  aod  in  other  re- 
spects, as  far  as  I  can  learn^  unexceptionable,  I  take  the. 
hberty  of  introducing  hira  to  you.  Not  understanding: 
English,  he  will  be  much  a  stranger  in  London,  and  your 
friendly  offices,  of  course,  will  be  the  more  acceptable 
and  grateful  to  him. 

i  am,  dear  Sir,  Sec,  1 

JOHN  JAY- 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Grosv^nor  Square,  Westminster,  August  25,  1785v 
.  Dear  Sir<,       ,  . 

yesterday  I  had  a  Ipng  conferenpe  with  Mr.  Piit,  lor 
.dbe  first  time.  He  never  had  proposed  any  interview 
with  roe,  and  I  had  delayed  to  request  him  to  appoint 
toy  time,  after  tlie  first  ceremonial  visit,  for  two  reasons  : 
Ibecauae,  that  while  Parliament  was  sitting,  bis  time  aiMi 
mind  were  so  engaged  that  it  was  impossible  be  should 
attend  in  earaest  to  the  affiiirs  of  the  United  States ;  and 
1>ecause  I  expected  that  a  little  time  would  bring,  both 
from  America  and  Ireland,  intelligence  which  would 
somewhat  lessen  that  confidence  with  which  the  Ministry 
and  the  nation  were  elated.  Such  intelligence  has  pow 
arrived.  The  twenty  resolutions  have  be«n  in  effect 
given  up,  that  they  might  not  be  rejected  by  the  Irish  Par- 
liament ;  and  the  Massachusetts  act  of  navigation  has  ap- 
jp|^are?d,  tpgeth^r  with  advices  from  Virginia,  Philadel- 
jibiai  New  York^  and  various  other  parts  of  the  United 
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States,  which  have  excited  a  serious  apprehension  that 
all  have  the  same  principles  and  views. 

I  shall  not  aKempt  to  give  you  the  conversation  in 
detail,  yet  it  is  necessary  to  give  some  particulars,  from 
which  you  niay'judge  how  much  or  how  little  may  result 
from  the  whole.  He  asked  nie  what  were  the  principal 
pointls  to  be  discussed  between  us?  I  answered,  that  I 
{^resumed  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  had  laid  before 
the  King's  servants  some  papers  which  I  had  done  my- 
self the  honor  to  write  to  him.  He  said  he  had.  1  re- 
))lied,  that  those  letters  related  to  the  evacuation  of  the 
posts  Opbn  the  frontiers,  to  the  construction  of  the 
armistice,  and  to  a  treaty  of  commerce ;  add  that,  besides 
these,  there  were  the  negroes  carried  off  contrary  to  the 
treaty,  and  some  other  points,  which  I  had  particularly 
explained  to  Lord  Caermarthen.  He  said  that  the  (par- 
rying off  the  negroes  was  so  clearly  Ifigainst  the  treaty, 
that  they  roust  take  measures  to  satisfy  that  demand,  if 
we  could  prove,  how  many  were  carried  off.  I  told  him 
that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  could  easily  ascertain  the  number, 
add  that  Colonel  Smith,  who  negotiated  with  Sir  Guy, 
could  do  the  same  ;  and  that  I  had  the  evidence  of  their 
proceedings  ready  to  produce,  whenever  it  was  wanted. 
He  entered  then  into  the  subject  of  the  armistice,  and  we 
were  bnger  on  this  point  than  we  needed  to  have  been. 
1  observed  to  him  that  Mr.  Blowers's  construction  was 
demonstrably  absurd,  because  it  would  place  th^  w]iole 
coftst  of  America  in  the  perfod  of  five  months ;  the  coast 
of  the  United  States  Certainly  was  not  between  the 
Canary  islands  and  the  equator,  and  therefore  could 
irot  be  included  in  the  period  of  two  months  ;  it  is 
neither  in  the    channel   nor   north   seas,   and  therefofe 
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cannot  be  within  the  period  of  twelve  (Jays ;  consequenl- 
ly,  if  it  is  not  in  the.  period  of  one  month,  it  must  be  in 
that  of  five  months- — an  idea  that  never  could  have  been 
entertained  a  moment  by  either  of  the  cpniracting  parlies. 
Mr.  Pitt  said  he  thought  that  was  clear,  and  that  this 
point  might  be  easily  settled ;  "  but,  as  to  the  posts,"  says 
be,  "  that  is  a  point  connected  with  some  others^  that  1 
think  must  be  settled  at  the  same  time.^'  •  I  asked  hii9 
what  those  points  were  ?  He  said,  the  debts  ;  several  of 
the  States  had  interfered  against  the  treaty,  and  by  acts 
of  their  legislatures  had^  interposed  impediments  to  the 
recovery  of  debts,  against  which  there  were  great  cohh 
plaints  in  this  country.  I  replied  to  this,  that  I  had  ex- 
plained this  at  great  length  to  the  Marquis  of  Caermar- 
then  y  but  that  I  might  now  add,  that  Congress  had, 
very  early  after  the  peace,  proposed  an  explanation  of 
the  article,  as  far  a^  it  respected  the  interest  of  debts 
contracted  before  the  war;  they  had  instructed  their 
Ministers  at  Paris  to  propose  such  an  explanation  to  this 
Court ;-  that  we  had  proposed  it,  through  Mr.  Hartley 
fifst,  and  the  Duke  of  Dorset  afterwards  ;  and  that  I  had 
renewed  the  proposition  to  my  Lord  Caermarthen,  upon 
my  first  conference  with  him  ;  but  that  we  had  never  r^ 
ceived  any  answer^  I  thought  it  was  best  there  should 
be  an  explanation  ;  for  I  was  persuaded  that  an  Araeri- 
can  jury  would  never  give  any  interest  for  the  tiro* 
which  ran  during  the  war.  Mr.  Pitt  said  that  would 
surprise  the  people  here,  for  that  wars  never  interrupted 
the  interest  nor  principal  of  debts,  and  that  he  did  not 
see  a  difference  between  this  war  and  any  other,  and  the 
lawyers  here  made  none.  I  begged  his  pardon  here, 
and  said  that  the  American  lawyers  made  a  wide  differ* 
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ence ;  they  conteoded  that  the  la(e  war  was  a  total  disso* 
lution  of  alt  laws  and  gof erdment,  and  consequently  of 
all  contracts  made  under  those  laws ;  and  that  it  was  a 
maxim  of  law,  that  a  personal  right  or  obligation  once 
dissolved  or  saspended,  was  lost  forever ;  that  the  inter* 
vention  of  the  treaty,  and  t*he  new  law$,  were  necessary 
for  the  revival  of  those  ancient'  rights  and  obligations; 
that  these  rights  were  in  a  state  of  non-existence  during 
the  war,  and  no  interest  during  that  period  could*  grow 
out  of  them.  These  being  the  opinions  in  Amenta,  It 
was  not  probable  that  any  jury  would  be  found,  from 
Georgia  to  New  Hampshire,  who  would  give,  by  their 
verdict, .  interest  to  a  creditor ;  and,  therefore,  it  wa^ 
most  fair  and  equitable  that  au  eitplanation  should  b^ 
made,  that  the  same  rule  of  law  iiiight  be  observed  on 
both  sides.  This  observation  appeared  to  strike  him ; 
he  said,  if  there  was  any  danger  of  ihis,  it  would  be 
be^  that  an  explanation  should  be  made,  but  that  the 
balance  of  debts  was  much  in  fkvor  of  this '  country ; 
which  I  did  not  deny.  But,  he  said,  the  Government 
would  not  dare  to  ipake  it,  without  previously  feeling 
out  the  dispositions  of  the  persons  chiefly  interested,  and 
knowing  hbw  it  would  be  taken  by  them.  We  had  a 
much  longer  conversation  concerning  these  debts,  and 
the  difficulty  of  paying  them,  arising  from  the  restric- 
tions on  our  trade,  iti  which  I  repeated  to  hirp  what  I 
had  before  said  to  Lord  Caermartben  and  ta  the  depu- 
ties of  the  Scotch,  creditors ;  but  as  I  have  transmitted 
that  to  you  before,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here. 

He  then  began  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and 
asked  what  were  the  lowest  terms  which  would  be  satis- 
factory to  America.     I  answered,  that  I  might  not  think 
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myself  competent  to  ^tefermine  that  question.  Articles 
roigtn  be  proposed  to  me,  that  I  should  not  think  myself 
qualified  to  decide  uponx  without  writbg  to  Coogress; 
but  I  would  venture  so  far  asNto  say  that  1  thought  the 
projet  1  had  comnianicated  to  Lord  Caennartheo  would 
give  saiisfactioo  to  Anierica,  dnd  secure  the  frieodship  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  the  essence  of  their  trade  to  this 
country ;  but  tbat^  in  proportion  as  a  plan  less  liberal 
was  adopted,  that  friendship  would  be  precarious,  »id 
tha^  trade  would  be  scattered.  I  added,  that  the  moat 
judicious  men  in  America  had  been  long  balaociog  io 
their  nainds  the  advantages  aed  disadvantages  of  a.cona- 
nerce  periectly  free  on  one  side,  and  of  a  navigation  act 
on  the  other;  tlutt  the  preseat  time  was  a  critical  one  ; 
the  late  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  America  concurred 
with  the  navigation  act  of  JV|assachusett$  in  proving 
which  way  tiie  balance  began  to  incline,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  decidexl  by  tb^  conduct  of  this 
country  ;  it  was  now  io  his  (Mr,  Pitt's)  power  to  decide 
it;  but  the  more  Americans  reflected  upob  the  great 
ad  vantages,  which  they  might  deri^ve  from  a  navigation 
act,  the  ipore  they  would  become  attached  to  that  sys- 
tem. I  had  heard  there  were  five  hundred  foreign  ships 
employed  the  last  year  in  the  compoerce  of  the  United 
States,  «  How  easy  would  it  be  to  have  all  these  ships 
the  property  of  American  citiiens ;  and  the  navigators 
of  them  American  seamen !  There  was  opce  a  statute 
in  England,  (that  of  3  Ric.  2,  c.  3,)  "That  none  of 
the  King's  liege  people  should  ship  any  merdhatidbe  out 
of  or  into  the  realm,  but  only  in  sl^ps  of  the  King's 
liegeance,  on  paih  of  forfeiture."  I  asked  him  what 
physipal  or  political  impediment  there  was  to  prevent  the 
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Unu^d  S^tes  {mm  adopting  thu  very  aot^  in  aP  its  kigor. 
The  right  of  eyery  natioo  to  govern  ils  own  comm%fC9f 
its  pwn  :exj>prts  and  imports,  wot^iM  not  l^e  denied^nor 
^estioned  by  any  oa^la :  to  this  be  agEeed.  Our  abtiicy 
to  build  the  ships,  and  our  abundance  of  materials,  eouhi 
not  b(3  doubted:  this  he  assented  to.  Nobody  would 
pretend  ^at  our  produce  would  not  f  nd  ^  market  in 
Eurape  in.par  ships,^  or  that  Bkiropeans  would  not 
sell  us  their  manufactures  to  carry  home  in  ihem.  Even 
Epgland,  if  she  should  ilmke  ever  so  strict  Jaws  to  pre- 
vent exports  apd  impcHTts  in  our  bottoms,  would  still  he 
^ad  to  receive  and  <x)nsume  considerable  quantities  of  our 
produce,  .though  she  imported  ibem  through  France  or 
HoUaod,  and  to  ^end  as  many  of  hfr  manufactures  as 
we  could  pay  for,  through  the  same  channels.   . 

He  more  than  smiled  assent  to  this,  for  he  a^ded  that 
there  were  An^^rican  arttdes  of  much  importance -to 
them;  but  he  said  that  Englishmen  were  much  attached 
tQ  their  navigation.  And  Americans  too^said'I,  to  theirs. 
But,  said  he,  the  United  States  having  now  become  a 
foreign  nation,  oar  navigation  act  would  not  qosw^r  its 
end,  if  we  should  dispense  with  it  to  yoU.  Here  I  begged 
his  pardon  again,  for  I  thought  their  navigation  act  would 
completely  defeat  its  own  end,  as  far  as  it  respected  us  ; 
for  the  ^nd  of  t(ie  navigation  act,  as  expressed  in  its  own 
preamble,  was  to  confine  the  conuneroe  of  the  colonies 
to  the  mother  country;  but  now  we  were  become  inde* 
pendent  States,  if  carried  into  executipQ  against  us, 
instead  of  conQning  our  trade  to  Great  Britain,  it  would 
(|rive1t  to  other  countries.  This  he  did  not  deny;  but," 
said  be,  you  allow  we  have  a  right*  Certainly  I  do;  and 
you,  Sir,  will  allow  we  have  ft  right  too.      Yeg  I  do ;  but 
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jou  cflDDot  blame  Englisbmeo  for  being  attached  to  their 
ships  and  seanaen,  which  are  so  essential  to  them.  Indeed 
I  do  not,  Sir ;  nor  can  you  blame  Americans  for  being 
attached  to  theii^,  which  are  so  much' fewer  and  so  much 
more  essentia}  to  them.     No,  I  do  not  blam^  them. 

As  this  was  a  very  sprightly  dialogue,  and  in  very 
good^humor,  I  thought  I  might  piish  it  a  little.  I  will 
be  very  frank  with  you,  Sir,  said  I,  and  I  think  it  will 
be  best  for  us  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  these  subjects. 
The  Americans  think  that  their  exclusion  from  your 
West  India  islands,  the  refusal  of  their  ships  and  oil, 
and  other  thrnfgs,  and  their  exclusion  from  your  colonies 
on  the  continent  and  Newfoundland,  discover  a  jealousy 
of  their  little  naval  power,  and  a  fixed  system  of  policy  to 
prevent  the  growth,  of  it ;  and  this  is  an  idea  that  they 
cannot  bear.  No,  says  he,  if  we  endeavored  to  lessen 
your  shipping  and  seamen,  without  benefiting  or  increase 
tng  our  own,  it  would  be  hard  and  unreasonable,  and 
would  be  a  just  ground  of  uneasiness;  but  when  we 
only  9im  at  making  the  most  of  our  own  means  and 
nurseries,  you  cannot  justly  complain.  I  am  happy, 
Sir,  to  hear  you  avow  this  principle,  and  agree  with  you 
perfectly  in  it ;  let  us  apply  it.  Both  pities  havisg  the 
right  and  the  power  to  confine  their  exports  and  imports 
to  their  own  ships  and  seamen,  if  both  exercise  the 
right,  and  exert  the  power  in  its  full  extent,  what  is  the 
efl^t?  The  commerce  must  cease  between  them.  Is 
this  eligible  for  either?  To  be  sure,  said  he,  we  should 
well  consider  the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  in 
such  a  case.  If  it  is  not  found  to  be  eligible  for  either, 
said  I,  after  having  well  considered  what  remains,  but 
that  we  should  agree  upon  a  liberal  plan,  and  allow  equal 
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freedom  to  etch  other's  ships  and  seondtn,  espemlly  if  ^ 
it  should  be  found  tbat  this  alqne  can  pceserve  friendship ' 
and  good-huroor,  for  I  fully  believe  that  this  plan  alone 
can  ev^r  put  this  nation  in  good-fatimor  with  America, 
or  America  witbtl^is  country,.     He  ilien  mentibned  ships ' 
aqd  oils.     He  said  we  could  not  ^btok  hard  of  them  for 
encouraging  their  own  shipwrights>  their  manu&cturers 
of  ships,  and  tbei|r  own  .whab  fishery.     I  aoswelred,  by 
no  noeaos ;  but  it  appeared  MnacoQUntuble  tp  the  people 
of  America  that  thjs  country  should  saorificc  the  general 
intere;st  of  the  jaation  to  the  private  iatcreat  .of  a  few 
individuals  interested. in  the  nHmufiCture  of  abips  and  in: 
the   wbEile  fishery,  so  far  as  to  refuse  thesi^  remittances 
from  Amjerica  in  j)ayment  of  debls^  and  in  paynaent  for 
manu&ctures  which  would  employ  sartmny  more  people, 
auginent  the  revenue  so. considerably,  as  well  as  the  na- 
tional wealth,  which  would,  even  in  other  ways,  so  much 
augment  the  shipping  and  seamen,  of  the  nation.  .  It.  was 
looked  upon  in  America  as  reoopc^lidg  themselves  to^u* 
d^minu^on  of  their  own  shipping  apd  seamen,  in  a  great 
d^reci  for  the  sake  of  diminishing  ours  in  a  small  one; 
besides  keeping  many  of  tlieir  manufacturers  out  of  em- 
ploy, who  would  otherwise  have  enough  to  do;  and  be- 
sides greatly  diminish'mg  the  revenue,  and,  consequently, 
contrary  to  the  maxim  which  he  had  just  acknowledged, 
that  one  nation  should  not  hurt  itself  for  the  sake  of  hurt-  • 
ing  another,  nor  take  R)easures  to  deprive  another  of  afny 
advantage,  without  heaefiting  itself. 

He  tbeo  asked  if  we  could  grant  to  England,  by  a 
treaty>  any  advantages  which  would  not- immediately  be- 
come the  ri^i  of  France  ?  >  I  answered,  we  could  not. 
If  the  adv«^t|i^e  was  stipulated  to   England  without  a  j 
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compemadon,  France'  wouU  be  entitled  to  it  without 
corapeosadon ;  bat  if  it  was  stipulated  for  an  equivalent, 
or  reciprocal  privilege,  France  must  allow  us  the  sam6 
equivalent  or  reciprocal  privilege  ;  but,  I  added,  France 
would  not  be  a  very  successful  rival  to  Grc&t  Britain  in 
the  American  commerce,  upon  so  free  a  footing  as  that  of 
the  mutual  liberty;  of  natural  bom  subjects  and  citizens ; 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  natron,  France 
would  stand  a  good  chance  in  many  things.  In  case  of 
mutoel  navigation  nets  between  Britain  and  America, 
France  would  have  more  of  our  commerce  than  Britain, 
In  short,  Britain  would  lose  and  France  gain,  not  only  in 
our  oomiDerce,  but  our  affections,  in  proportion  as  Britain 
departed  from  the  most  Tibera)  system.  Fpon  this  he 
asked  a  question  which  I  did  not  expect.  What  do  you 
really  thiidc.  Sir,  that  Britain  ought  to  do  ?  That  ques- 
tion, Sir,  may  be  beyond  my  capacity  to  answer,  and  ray 
aKwer  may  be  suspected;  btit  if  it  is,  Iwill  answer  it  to 
the .  best  of  my  judgment,  ind  with  perfect  siffcerity. 
I  think  this  country  ought  to  prescribe  to' herself  no  other 
rote  but  to  take  from  America  every  thing  she  can 
send  as  a  remittance;  ftay,  to  take  off  every  duty, 
and  give  every  bounty  that  should  be  necessafy  to 
enable  them  19  ^end  any  thing  as  a  remittance.  In 
this  case,  America  would  prescribe  torherself  no  other 
rule  than  to  take  of  British  productions  as  much  as  she 
coiprki  pay  for.  He  mrght  think  this, no  proof  of  our  re- 
publican frugality;  but  such  was  the  disposition  of  out' 
people,  and,  how  much  soever  I  migiit  lament  it,  I  would 
not' disguise  it.  He  then  led  me  into  a  long  rambling 
conversation  aboiii  our  whale  fishery,  and  tb^  English 
whale  fishery,  and  the'  French  whale  fishery,  that  U.  de 
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Calonne  is  es^yiog  toititrodcicd^  too  little  mieresting  to 
b9  repeated ;  yet  I  should  mention  that  be  a&ked  roe  a 
sudden  question,  whether  we  had  taken  any  roeasures^  to 
find  a  market  for  our  oil  anyw4)ere  but  in  France?  This* 
question  most  bate  beiea  suggested  tb  him,  I  think,  either 
by  iaformatioft  that  our  oil  it  wanted  in  sonie  countries 
upon  the  ceotioent,  or  by  a  suspicion  that  we  have  been 
trying  tointroduce  oor  oil  into  IrelaMi;  I  answered  that 
1  believed  wp  had^  and  I  have  been  told  that  som^  of  our 
oil  had  found  a  good  niarket  at  Btremen  ;  but  there,  could 
not  be  a  doubt  that  spermaceti  oil  raiglit  find  a  market  in 
most  of  the. great  cities  iiv  Europe,  wfaidi  'were  illumina- 
ted in  the  night,  a^  it  is  so  much  better  and  cheaper  than 
the  vegetable  oil  that  ii;  commonly  used.  The  fat  of  the 
spermaceti  wfaale  gives  the  clearest'  and  most  beautiful 
flanie  of  any  substance  that  is  kiiown  in  nature ;  and  we 
are  all  surprised  that  you  prefer  darktiess,  and  consequent 
robberies,  burgiaries^  and  murders  in  your  streets^  to  the 
receiving,  as- a  remittai^e^  our  spermaceti  oil.  The  lamps 
aroimd  Grosveaor  Square,  I  kiiow,  and  in  Dowhmg  street 
I  suppose,  are  dim  bymidntgbt^  and-e&tinghisbed  by  two 
o'clock;  whereas,  our  oil  would  burn  bright  till  nine 
o'clock  ia  the  monung,  wad  ehase  away  beibre  the  watch- 
men all  the  villains,  and  save  you  the  trouble  .and  danger 
of  introducing  a  new  police  into  tlie  cky. 

He  said  ho  owned  he  was  for  taking  advami^eof  the 
present  short  time  of  leisure>  toi  mature  some  plan^  about' 
theas^  things.'  1  told  liitn  I  rejoiced  to  find  that  was  his 
opaoioo,  and  that  I  would  be  at  All  times  ready  to  attend 
him,  or  any  other  Minister,  whenever  any  expIaoatioD^ 
should  be  wanted  from  me ;  that  I  was  auKious  fcr  an  an«> 
swer  conceipitiig  tb«   poett)  as  I   w«s  ifl  duty  bound  to 
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insist  pn  tbeir  evacuation.  He  said  he  thought  that  c6d- 
nected  with  jseveral  Qther  points^  and  should  be  for  settling 
all  these  together ;  so  that  be  must  reserve  iiimself  at  en* 
tire  liberty  concej;niog  tbeni, 

I  am  sorry  that,  in  representing  ^U  these  conversations, 
I  ani  obliged  lo  make  myself  the  principal  speaker ;  but  I 
capnot  get  them  To:talk.  The  reason  is,ihey  dare  not; 
a}I  must  be  determined  in  the  calMoet;  and  no  single - 
Minister  chooses  to  commit  himsejf,  by  giving  any  opinion 
which  may  be  ever  quoted  to  his  di^vantage  by  any 
party. 

This  is  not  only  the  state  of  mind  of  ev^y  Minister,  but 
of  every  Ministry  ;  they  have  an  unconquerable  reluctance 
to  deciding  upon  any.  thibg,  or  giving  any  answer ;  and, 
although  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Caerm9rthen  have  hazarded 
opinions  uppn  some  points  to  me,  I  do  not  believe  I  shall 
get  any  answer,  officially,  from  the  Cs^binet,  pr  the  Minu- 
ter of  Foreign  Afiairs.  -  I  wish  for  an  answer,  be  it  ever  so 
rough  or  unwise.  Mr. .  Pitt,  I  confess,  was  anicb  more 
open  than  I  expected.  He  was  ei^plicit  in  my  faVor  rela- 
tive to  the  negroes,  the  armistice,  and  for  digesting  the 
whple  in  the  present  leisure,  and  giving  mean aeswer.  I 
should  rejoice  in  a  Cabinet  answer  to  all  my  letters,  and 
especially  in  a  counter-proj^t  of  a  treaty  :  but  I  wiil  be 
so  free  as  to  say  1  do  not  expect  any  Answer  at  all  before 
next  spring,  nor  then^  unless  intelligence  should  arrive  of 
all  the  States  adopting  the  navigation  act,  or  authorising 
Congress  to  do  it ;  and  even  in  that  ease,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  they  will  try  the  experiment,  and  let  our  navigatioa 
acxs  operate,  to  satisfy  themselves  which  people  will  fint . 
roar  out  wkh  pain.  They  deeeive  themselves  yet  m.  many 
points,  which  I  may  enumerate  in  a  future  letter. 
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From  what  Mr.  Pitt  said,  I  am  convinced  we  shall 
have  no  answer  concerning  the  posts. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

This  htxw  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Cbtriet 
Storer,  your  old  aoquaiotanoe,  who  has  served  me  nuacb 
as  a  private  Secreury,  and  that  without  fees. 


FllOlf^  JOHN   ADAia  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Grosrenor  Square,  Westminster,  August  S8,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  hono^  to  enclose  to  Congress  the 
statute  of  25  Geo.  3,  c.  81,  for  the  better  securing  the* 
duties  payable  on  tobacco ;  and  another  statute  of  the  25 
Geo.  3,  o.  67,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  to  foreign  parts 
of  tools  and  utensils  made  use  of  in  the  iron  and  steel 
manufactures  of  this  kiogdonti,  and  to  prevent  the  se- 
duchig  of  artificers  or  worku^ed  employed  in  those 
manufattures  to  go  into  parts  beyond  the  seas.  The 
prohibited  tools  a^e  all  enumerated :  hand-stamps,  dog- 
hea4*stamps,  pully-stamps,  stamps  cf  all  setts,  hammers 
and  anvils  for  stamps,  screws  for  stamps,  irbnrods  for 
stamps,  presses  of  all  sorts,  in  iron,  steel,  or  other  metal^ 
wMeih  are  used  for  gWing  impressions  to  metal,  or  any 
parts  of  these  several  ertides  ;  pi^esses  of  all  sorts,  called 
cutAiDg-out  presses,  beds  and  punehes  to  be  used  there- 
with, piercing  presses  of  all  <sorts,  beds  and  punches  to 
be  used  thereiriih,  either  in  ptnt^  or  pieees,  or  fitted 
together;  iron  xmt  steel  dies^  to  be  vsed  itt  stamps  or 
Vol.  IV.— 22 
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presses^  either  with  or  without  impressions  on  them ; 
rollers  of  cast  iron,  wrought  iron  or  steel,  for  rolling  of 
metals,  and  frames  for  the  same  ;  flasks  or  casting-moulds, 
and  boards  used  therewith ;  lathes  of  all  sorts  for  turning, 
burnishing,  polishing,  either  the  whole  together,  or  sepa- 
rate parts  thereof;  lalhe-striogs,  pdishing-brusbes,  scouring 
or  shading  engines,  presses  for  horn  buttons,  dies  for  horo 
buttons,  sheers  for  cutting  of  metal,  rolled  steel,  rolled 
metal,  with  silver  thereon,  parts  of  buttons,  not  filled  up 
into  buttons,  or  in  an  unfinished  state  ;  engines  for  chasing, 
stocks  for  casting  buckles,  buttons  and  rings,  cast  iron  an- 
vils and  hammers  for  forging  mills  for  iron  and  copper^ 
rollers,  slitters,  beds,  pillars  and  frames  for  slitting  mills, 
die-sinking  tools  of  all  sorts,  engines  for  making  button- 
shanks,  laps  of  all  sorts,  drilling-engines,  tools  for  pinching 
off  glass,  engines  for  covering  of  whips,  polishjng-brushes^ 
bars  of  metal  qoyered  with  gold,  or  silver,  iron  or  steel 
screw  plates,  pins  and  stocks  for  ipaking  screws,  or  any 
other  tool  or  utensil  whatsoever. 

I  have  uranscribed  this  catalogue,  because  I  think  it  is 
very  proper  that  gentlenien  should  attend  a  little  to  it. 
It  shows  the  spirit  of  this  country  towards  the  United 
States,  and  summarily  comprehends  a  volume  of  politics 
for  us.  I  suppose  these  tools  may  be  had  in  France, 
GiCrmany,  and  elsewhere,  if  a  British  statute  wi\s  a  bar 
to  our  getting. them  in  Great  Britain.  I  think  it  would 
be  worth  while  for  our  American  academies  to  make 
eoUecftions  of  them  for  their  museums ;  such  a  collection 
would  be  a  great  curiosity,  and  more  .  profitable,  to  our « 
country  than  more  costly  ccdleetions  of  shelly,  birds, 
beasts,  or  fishes ;  if,  however,  such  a  cdlection  could  not. 
be  made,  a  work  may  be  had  in  Paris,  entitled  '^  Art  tt 
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Mitier"  in  which,  I  suppose,  every  one  of  thein  is 
described  and  represented  by  an  engraved  stamp,  fixNu 
which  our  workmen  may  copy  it. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FEOBI   JOHN   ADAMS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  August  29,  1785. 
Sir, 
The  Unitqd  States  began  their  career,  upon  the  most 
liberal  system  of  commerce.  France  met  them  with  a 
liberal  system  too,  or  rather  with  an  artful  appearance  of 
it.  Her  practice  during  the  war  was  more  liberal  than 
the  treaty.  Since  the  peace  she  h^s  contracted  it  a  little, 
as  she  had  a  right  to  do,  by  excluding  some  of  our  pro- 
duce and  some  of  our  ships  from  her  West  India  islands  ; 
aqd,  indeed,  the  freedoms  that  .the  most  favored  nation 
enjoys  in  her  ports  in  Europe,  are  by  no  means  so  ample 
as  those  which  we  have  allowed  to  her  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.  The  words  monopoly,  prohibition,  ex- 
clusion, and  navigation  acts,  have  acquired  in  the  world  a 
kind  of  philosophical  unpopularity;  but  whether  the 
things  signified  by  them  will  be  abolished  so  soon  as  some 
speculators  imagine,  may  be  doubted.  If  there  is  any. 
people  upon  earth  who  have  a  rjght  to  insist  upon  the 
abolition  of  thepi  in  their  own  commerce,  they  are  the 
Americans.  But  we  have  seen  the  reluctance  of  France, 
and  especially  of  England,  to  give  them  up  ^  a  strong 
disposition  has  appeared  to  make  a  greater  advantage  of 
their  monopolies  by  our  liberality. 
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A  short  sketch  of  the  commercial  conflict  between 
Franoe  and  England,  during  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts, 
may  serve  to  show  the  effects  of  prohibitions,  and  the 
probability  that  Inland  f^ill  not  easily  renounce  them. 
It  wiU  show,  also,  the  probable  effects  of  their  policy  to- 
wards us,  if  we  should  not  counteract  it  by  reciprocal  re- 
strictions. 

The  house  of  Stuart,  and  the  principal  leaders  in 
their  Parliaments,  were  pensioners  of  France,  and  so  at- 
tentive to  her  interests,  that  she  obtained  the  supply  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  with  the  mandfactures  of 
Knens,  silks,  paper,  wines,  and  brandies,  to  the  -amount  of 
one  million  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  yearly, 
while  she  took  from  England^  in  return,  only  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  value  yearly,  of  lead,  tin,  leather,  alum, 
copperas,  coals,  horn  plates,  &c.,  and  plantation  goods, 
which  left  a  balance  of  one  million  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  be  yearly  paid  to  France  in  money  ; 
she  possessed  as  great  advantages  with  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, in  proportion  to  their  trade. 

This  disproportion  was  owing  to  the  protecting  duties 
that  English  woollen  goods  were  subject  to  in  France, 
from  twenty-four  to  forty  per  cent,  on  their  value ;  by 
the  tariff  renewed  in  1654,  and  by  another  tariff  in  1699, 
they  were  raised  from  thirty-six  up  to  fifty-five  per  cent, 
on  their  value  ;  and  Spanish  cloth  made  in  England 
was  prohibited  by  the  edict  of  1701 ;  and  in  the  mean 
.  time  French  silks  were  only  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirteen 
up  to  twenty-three  per  cent,  on  the  value  imported  into 
the  British  dominions ;  and  litiens  about  seten  up  to  fif- 
teen per  cent,  on  their  value ;  whereby  their  manufac- 
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tares  and  pioduee,  imported  into  England  alooe,  yearly, 
stood  thus  about  the  year  1664^  and  up  to  1678,  viz : 
French  linens       -  -  -  £600,000 

Manufactured  silks  -  -  500,000 

Wines  -  -  -  450,000 

Brandies  ...  70,000 

Paper  -  -  -  30,000 


Total  -  •        £1,650,000 


They  also  imported  into  England  gold  and  silver  lace, 
and  many  other  articles  of  luxury  not  here  enumerated. 
This  exhausting  drain  excited  murmurs,  and  aroused  the 
landed  interest  to  unite  with  the  trading  interest,  in  167B, 
in  passing  an  act  prohibiting  the  French  trade,  in  op|K)si- 
tion  to  the  Court  iqterest.  In  the  preamble  of  the  act, 
they  say  "  that  the  inxportation  of  the  product  and  manu* 
factures  of  France  bad  exhausted  the  treasury  of  the  na- 
tion, lessened  the  value  of  native  manufactures,  and  caus- 
ed great  detriment  to  the  kingdom  in  general.'' 

The  advance  of  woollen  manufactures  for  home  con- 
sumption and  exportation,  in  consequence  of  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  French  trade  in  1678,  raised  the  price  of 
wool,  and  all  dying  stufiS;  dependant  on  it,  from  forty  to 
fifty  per  cent. ;  and  gave  such  general  employment  to  the 
people,  and  such  a  rise  to  land,  as  was  scarcely  coaceiv 
able,  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  years.  Tb««  liappy 
change  in  the  circumstances  of  England  was  but  of  short 
duration;  for  on  James  the  Second's  accession  to  the 
throne  in  1684,  be  called  a  new  Parliament,  who,  in 
compliance  with  his  wishes,  and  to  gratify  his  allies,  the 
French,  repealed  th^  prohibitory  act  of  1678.    The  Par. 
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liament  of  England,  however,  to  sooth  and  temporize 
with  the  people,  when  they  had  restored  the  French  trade, 
resolved  that  all  persons  should  wear  the  wooUeti  manu- 
factares  of  England  six  months  in  the  year ;  but  the  French, 
notwithstanding  this  parliamentary  non-importation  reso- 
lution, poured  into  England  upwards  of  four  millions  value 
of  their  manufactures,  and  put  a  general  stop  to  all  the 
English  manufactures,  and,  with  them,  to  the  payment  of 
rents.  The  scene  that  followed  will  be  a  warning  to 
Ministers.  Before  three  years  expired  from  the  repeal 
of  the  law  prohibiting  the  French  trade,  England  was 
roused  from  her  lethargy,  banished  forever  the  promoters 
of  such  measures,  and  called  in  and  crowned  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  King  William's  first 
Parliament  was  to  prohibit  the  French  trade,  "  as  a  nui- 
sance to  the  kingdom;''  and  at  that  day,  on  stating  the 
trade  between  England  and  France,  it  appears  that  Eng- 
land gained  by  the  prohibition  of  the  French  trade  no  less 
than  £1,450,000  yearly. 

At  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  French,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  administration  of  the  last  yeare  of  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  attempted  to  have  their  trade  with  Britain 
restored.  The  Earl  of  Stafford  and  the  Bishop  of  Bris- 
tol conducted  the  interests  of  Britain:  the  Marshal  Mar- 
quis d'Huxelles  and  Nicholas  Mesnager,  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth's'private  secretary^  a  well-informed  statesman, 
those  of' France.  They  signed  a  treaty  of  commerce 
the  31st  March,  1713,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  Bishop  was  no  match 
for  Mesnager,  who  bound  the  British  manufactures  to  pay, 
by  a  tariff  made  in  Francd  so  far  back  as  the  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1664,  whereby  English  woollen  cloth  (the  only 
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panicle  of  coQsequence  they  had  at  that  day  to  export  to 
tliero,)  were  subject  to  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  duty 
on  the  value,  and  on  the  lowest  rated  British  articles 
twenty-four  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  the  duties  to  be 
paid  in  Britain  on  French  wrought  silks  did  not  exceed 
seventeen  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  those  of  lockrams, 
tjowlass,  and  all  sorts  of  linens,  not  above  ten  per  cent, 
of  their  value  at  a  medium;  and  before  the  revolution, 
France  supplied  all  the  better  sort  of  linens  used  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  of  every  denomination,  as  the  trade 
Tor  Dutch  and  German  linens  was  introduced  in  conse- 
quence tf  the  prohibitions  laid  on  the  French  trade  in 
1678,  and  re-enacted  the  first  year  of  William  and  Mary. 

Mesnager's  treaty  6f  commerce  Was  opposed  by  all  the 
^i^ading  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  lit  1714  the  Queen  died,  and,  with 
hei*,  all  sincere  disposition  for  treaties  of  commerce  with 
France. 

France,  however,  still  vrishes  for  some  treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  proposes  it  at  every  peace.  She  got  it  stipu- 
lated as  an  article  in  the  last,  and  Mr.  Crawford  has  been 
appointed  ;  but  I  suppose  the  improbability  of  his  being 
authorized  to  do  any  thing  has  occasioned  the  late  edicts 
of  the  French  Court  against  English  manufactures. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  anecdotes  of  commercial  histo- 
ry I  have  taken  from  an  Irish  publication,  which  com- 
pares the  conduct  of  the  present  administration  towards 
Ireland  to  that  of  the  Stuarts.  It  is  well  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  America.  We  may  learn  from  it  what  proba- 
bility there  is  of  Mr.  Crawford's  success  ;  or  rather,  we 
may  infer  from  it  that  that  commissioner  was  probably 
appointed,  because  it  was  not  intended  there  should  be 
any  thing  for  him  to  do. 
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We  may  also  conclude  from  it,  that  the  Eivglisb  are 
now  pursuing  towards  the  United  States  of  America 
the  same  policy  which  the  French  practised  towards 
them  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts.  If  we  suffer  such 
enormous  duties  to  be  laid  by  them  as  are  now  paid 
upon  our  tobacco,  and  oil,  and  other  articles,  and  do  not 
pursue  ^ome  measures  to  prevent  the  operation  of  them, 
the  balance  against  us  will  be  enormous  and  the  drain 
too  exhausting. 

The  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  tools  and  the 
emigration  of  workmen  is  to  prevent  us  from  setting  up 
manufactures  in  America,  and  to  prevent  any  other  nation 
from  setting  them  up,  in  order  to  supply  us^  When  we 
aee  them  thus  b  every  way  attack  our  manufactures  of 
all  sortS)  especially  of  ships,  our  nurseries  of  seamen^ 
our  merchants,  and  every  thing,  within  their  reach,  and 
seem  to  be  determined  to  force  their  goods  upon  us  at 
their  own  prices,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  counteract 
them  by  navigation  acts,  prohibitions,  protecting  diHies, 
and  bounties. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  feq., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


t'BOM  JOHN   ADAMS  ^O  JOHN   JkT. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  August  30, 1785. 

Sir, 

The  more  I  consider  what  I  see  and  hear  every  day, 

the  more  I  am  inclined  to  think  we  shall  be  obliged  to 

imitate  the  Utopians,  who,  as  Sir  Thomas  More  informs, 

^^  as  to  their  exportation,  thought  it  better  to  manage  that 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  346 

themselves,  than  to  let  foreigners  come  and  deal  in  it'; 
for,  by  this  means,  as  they  understand  the  state  of  the 
neighboring  countries  better,  so  they  keep  up  the  art  of 
navigation,  which  cannot  be  maintained  but  by  much 
practice  in  it." 

I  would  not  be  understood,  however,  to  wish  that  the 
United  States  should  at  present  proceed  farther  than  to 
exclude  British  ships  from  '^coming  and  dealing"  in 
our  exportations.  Other  nations  may  be  pen](sitted,  for 
any  thing  that  I  know,  without  inconvenieqcy  ;  at  least 
the  experiment  may  be  tried.  Other  foreign  nations  will 
probably  have  few  ships  employed  in  this  way.  England, 
Scotland,  an^  Ireland,  would  have  many ;  but  if  it  should 
be  found  that  British  ships  are  Frenchified,  Dutchified,  or 
otherwise  metamorphosed,  in  order  to  manage  any  part 
of  our  exportations,  I  hope  the  States  will  not  hesitate 
to  make  the  prohibition  universal  to  the  ships  of  all  na- 
tions, and  confine  their  exports  to  their  own.  There  is 
no  other  way  that  I  know  of  in  which  we  can  compen- 
sate ourselves  for  that  rigorous  exclusion  of  American 
built  ships  from  the  British  dominions,  upon  which  all 
parties  here,  I  fear,  are  determined.  The  popular  cry 
has  been  universal,  as  I  am  informed.  <*  What  I  Shall 
the  United  States  be  our  ship  carpenters  ?  Shall  we  de- 
pend upon  a  foreign  nation  for  our  navigation  ?  In  case 
of  war  with  them,  shall  we  be  without  ships,  or  obliged  to 
our  enemies  for  them  ?" 

With  regard  to  duties,  will  our  countrymen  be  long 
contented  to  pay  four  or  five  hundred  per  cent,  upon  their 
tobacco,  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  other  articles  of 
their  produce  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  while 
British  subjects  pay  but  ten  percent,  upon  the  importa- 
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tion  of  any  of  tbeir  commodilies  in  our  ports  ?  I  do  not 
believe  tbey  will.  They  will  rather  lay  duties  upon 
British  luxuries,  to  repay  their  own  citizens  the  duties 
tbey  pay  in  British  ports.  It  is  indeed  impos3ibIe  to 
foresee  where  this  conflict  of  prohibition  and  duties  will 
end.  It  is  impossible  to  conjecture  what  the  English  will 
att!enipt.  I  am  not  easy  about  the  negotiations  now  on 
foot  with  France  and  Spain.  I  have  not  yet  sufficiently 
explained  myself  to  you  upon  this  subject. 

By  the  18th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  France  and  England,  signed  at  Versailles  the 
3d  of  September,  1783,  it  is  stipulated,  that  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the  two  high  con- 
tractiQg  parties  shall  name  commissaries  to  treat  concern- 
ing new  arrangements  of  commerce  between  the  two  na- 
tions, on  the  basis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience|; 
which  arrangements  shall  be  settled  dnd  concluded  within 
the  space  of  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  1st  d* 
January,  in  the  year  1784. 

In  the  9ih  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  there  is  a  stipulation  in  the 
same  wprds ;  and  the  Duke  of  Manchester  made  a  decla- 
ration to  each  of  these  powers  at  the  same  time,  "  that 
the  new  state  in  which  commerce  may,  perhaps,  be  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  wilT  demand  revisions  and  expla- 
nations of  the  subsisting  treaties.^' 

In  compliance  with  these  stipulations  and  declarations, 
Mr.  Crawford  was  long  ago  sent  to  Paris  to  treat  with 
the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  Mr.  Woodward  is  lately 
ipppointed  here  to  treat  with  Mr.  Del  Campo,  on  the 
part  of  Spain.  Mr.  Crawford  transmitted  to  his  Court, 
a  year  agb,  a  plan  which  he  received  from  the  French 
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Minister ;  but  I  know  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  who 
lold  tne  himself,  tb^t  Mr.  Crawford  had  no  answer  from 
Cngland  for  six  months;  and,  indeed,  T  conjecture  that  he 
had  none  till  since  the  edict  of  the  French  King  pro- 
hibiting British  manufactures.  If  these  arrangements 
are  not  mftde  before  the  1st  of  January,  the  two  years  will 
be  expired,  and  nothing  more  will  be  said  of  them  until 
another  war  and  peace.  But,  I  confess,  I  shall  be 
anxious  until  new-year's  day ;  the  conduct  of  this  Court 
in  these  discussions  with  France  aqd  Spain  is  very  in- 
teresting to  us,  as  it  will  throw  much  light  upon  their 
intentions  towards  us.  There  are  grieat  appearances  of 
a  fixed  intention  to  keep  the  peace  with  France  and 
Spain  for  a  long  period.  The  late  advice  of  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Elector  of  Han- 
over, to  join  the  league  of  the  King  of  Prussia  against 
the  views  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress^  can  be  account- 
ed for  on  no  supposition  but  that  of  a  determination,  in 
all  events,  to  preserve  their  peace  with  France  and  Spain. 
Whence  this  love  of  France  or  of  Spain?  Neither  is 
a  natural  passion  in  an  English  breast ;  let  my  country 
answer,  "it  is  not  love  of  me."  On  the  contrary, 
although  I  wish  not  to  alarm  my  fellow-citizens,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  plan  of  this  country  towards  us  is 
nearly  settled ;  it  is  not  fully,  and  will  not  be  until  the 
next  budget  is  opened  ;  the  next  budget  will  decide  the 
fate  of  this  country,  and  especially  her  system  towards 
the  United  States. 

If  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  then,  in  1786,  able  to  justify 
his  hypothesis  at  the  opening  of  the  budget  in  1765,  and 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  taxes  have  increased  in 
the  proportion  with  the  hope  of  which  he  flattered  him- 
self and  the  nation,  this  Government  will  then  preserve 
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the  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  at  aUnpst  any  nte,} 
persevere  in  their  system  of  commerce  respecting  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  spite  of  all  your  arguments 
and  remonstrances,  prohibitions  and  retaliations;  and 
ultimately  attack  you  with  a  new  war.  Id  my  private 
opinion,  in  the  mean  time  it  is  their  fixed  design  to  keep 
possession  of  the  posts  on  the  frontiei:.  Sir  John  John* 
son  is  certainly  going  out,  and  it  is  given  put  that  fifteen 
hundred  men  are  goin^  to  Quebec,  and  materials,  engi-- 
neers,  and  workmen,  for  large  fortifications  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

In  short.  Sir,  America  has  no  party  at  present  in  her 
favor;  all  parties,  on  the  contrary,  have  committed  them- 
selves against  us,  except  ^beiburne  and  Buckingham ; 
and  the  last  of  these  is  against  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
iis;  so  is  even  Mr,  Temple,  who  is  gone  out  to  New 
York,  appointed,  as  I  suppose,  in  compliment  to  his 
namesake,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  I  had  almost 
said  the  friends  of  America  are  reduced  to  Doctor  Price 
and  Doctor  Jebb.  Patience,  under  all  the  unequal  bur- 
dens they  impose  upon  our  commerce,  will  do  us  no  good; 
it  will  contribute  in  no  degree  to  preserve  the  peace  with 
ibis  country.  On  the  contrary,  nothing  but  retaliatioo, 
reciprocal  prohibitions,  and  imposts,  and  putting  ourselves 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  will  have  any  effect. 

This  country  can  furnish  th^ir  West  India  islands  and 
continental  colonies  and  Newfoundland,  so  that  we  cao^ 
not  suddenly  make  them  feel.  We  cannot  prevent  the 
introduction  of  their  manufactures  among  us  so  effectual- 
ly as  to  make  them  feel  us  very  soon.  They  may  lesses 
the  duties  on  Spanish  tobacco,  so  as  to  make  the  Spao- 
iards  our.  rivals,  and  hurt  our  tobacco  States,  There  are 
many  ways  in  which  they  may  hurt  us,  of  which  we  sfaoyld 
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be  apprized  beforehaod.     Ships  and  oil,  all  men  say,  will 
never  be  received  of  us* 

I  hope  the  States  will  be  cool,  and  do  nothing  precipi- 
tately ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  firm  and  wise.  Confining 
our  exports  to  our  own  ships,  and  laying  on  heavy  duties 
upon  all  foreign  luxuries,  and  encouraging  our  own  manu- 
faetures,  appear  to  me  to  be  our  only  resource,  although  I 
am  V6ry  sensible  of  the  many  difficulties  in  the  way,  and 
of  the  danger  of  their  bringing  on,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  another  war.  Nothing  but  our  strength  and  their 
weakness  will,  in  my  opinion,  protect  lis  from  such  a  ca- 
lamity. They  will  never  again  pour  large  armies  into 
the  United  States;  but  they  think  they  can  distress  us 
more  by  cutting  off  all  our  trade  by  their  shipping ;  and 
they  mean  that  we  shall  have  no  ships  nor  sailors  to  annoy 
tlieir  trade. 

I  would,  however,  advise  the  States  to  suspend  their 
judgments  as  much  as  they  can,  without  suspending  their 
navigation  acts,  until  another  spring  and  summer  shall 
have  developed  the  British  system  of  politics  in  Germany  ; 
their  plans  with  France  and  Spain  ;  and,  above  all,  the 
state  of  their  debts  and  taxes,  and  their  credit. 

I  do  not  believe  the  Ministers  have  yet  digested  their 
6wn  system ;  it  will  depend  still,  in  some  measure,  upon 
contingencies ;  there  is  a  taciturnity  among  them  that  is 
very  uncommon.  They  have  spies  in  every  corner,  who 
can  carry  them  every  whisper  as  punctually  as  the  police 
of  Paris,  I  wish  1  had  better  means  of  obtaining  intelli- 
gence from  them,  and  watching  their  words  and  actions ; 
but  information  of  this  kind  is  costly  beyond  ray  revenues. 
With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM   JOHN    ADAMS    TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  August  31,  178S. 
Sir, 
The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  told  me  a  story  of  an 
Italian  Ambassador  who  resided  at  this  Court  some  years 
ago,  which  was  very  humorous.  It  was  his  Excellency's 
practice  to  take  all  the  newspapers  every  morning,  and 
make  up  his  despatches  by  transcribing  paragraphs  from 
them.  He  began  very  gravely,  "JHo  penetrato,^^  and 
went  on  from  those  words  to  translate  whatever  he  found, 
which  could  amuse  or  inform  his  Court.  No  doubt,  he 
acquired  a  great  reputation  at  home  for  address,  vigilance, 
and  sagacity,  in  making  so  many  wonderful  discoveries. 
The  Italian  was  not  singular.  There  are  many  corres- 
pondences carried  on  with  an  air  of  mystery  and  pro- 
found secrecy,  whose  intelligence  is  derived  from  no 
better  sources.  I  shall  not  adopt  this  method  of  making 
revelations  to  you,  though  I  confess  I  have  no  other 
nieans  of  obtaining  information,  or  making  discoveries, 
which  are  muclv  better  than  the  newspapers. 

It  is  the  practice  of  Ministers  here,  when  they  have 
in  contemplation  a  project,'of  whose  utility,  practicability, 
necessity,  expediency,  or  popularity,  they  are  doubtful, 
to  set  some  writer  to  compose  a  pamphlet,  or  a  number 
of  writers  to  compose  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers. 
The  pamphlets  and  paragraphs  are  read  in  the  cofl^- 
houses,  and  other  places  where  the  politicians  aasenU)le, 
by  the  ministerial  runners,  who  take  down  the  observa- 
tions they  hear,  and  report  them\o  the  Ministers.  This 
method  has  been  tried  concerning  the  projected  admis- 
sion of  Amerban  ships  and  oil,  and  the   unanimous 
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voice  was  found  to  be  decidedly  pronounced  against  it. 
Thisy  however,  was,  I  presume,  upon  the  ptesumption 
that  the  Americans  could  never  unite  in  retaliation  ;  that 
it  would  be  many  years  before  they  could  act  as  a  nation  ; 
and  that  the  United  States  could  never  make  a  naviga- 
tion act.  This  is  the  principle  upon  which  this  nation, 
after  the  peace,  decided  its  judgment  concerning  the 
System  that  ought  to  be  adopted  relatively  to  the  United 
States.  In  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt,  I  made  this  remark 
to  him  :  I  told  him  that  since  I  had  been  in  England,  I 
had  made  it  my  business  to  collect  and  read  every  thing 
which  had  been  written  and  published  since  the  peace, 
upon  the  commercial  relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States ;  that  I  found  every  one  of  these 
writers,  who  was  for  limiting  and  restraining  the  American 
commerce  by  prohibitions,  alien  duties,  &cc.,  laid  it  down 
as  the  fundamental  principle  of  his  system,  that  in  al[ 
events  this  country  was  sure  of  the  iftnerican  com- 
merce, because  we  could  not  unite  and  act  as  a  nation 
in  any  retaliating  prohibitions  or  duties.  This  idea  had 
been  first  suggested  to  Lord  Sheffield  by  some  of  the 
American  refugees,  and  had  been  communicated  to 
the  nation  by  him  and  other  writers,  who  took  it  from 
him  without  sufficient  examination.  I  ventured  to  give 
Mr.  Pitt  my  opinion  in  very  full  terms,  that  this  prin- 
ciple>  would  be  found  to  be  an  erroneous  one  by  expe- 
rience ;  that  time  would  show  that  the  English  nation 
had  been  misled  in  its  judgment  by  this  suggestion, 
which  they  had  been  too  prone  to  believe,  but  might 
find  to  be  an  error  when  it  would  be  too  laie.  It  is, 
however,  by  no  means  certain  that  the  clearest  refu- 
tation of  that  error,,  by  the  utmost  unanimity  in  America 
jn  any   measures   to    defend    their  navigation,  would 


352  JOHN  ADAMS-JOHN  JAY. 

DOW  alter  the  public  voice  and  public  opinion  here. 
The  publfc  is  not  to  be  easily  reasoned  out  of  a 
settled  opinion,  though  it  might  have  been  easy,  in  the 
season  of  it,  to  have  reasoned  it  into  the  settlement  of  a 
difi^rent  opinion. 

The  papers  are  now  filled  with  paragraphs,  which  an 
attentive  reader  may  perceive  are  inserted  in  order  to 
feel  out  the  sentiments  of  the  people  concerning  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  France,  with  Spain,  with  America ; 
concerning  the  new  Hanoverian  engagements  in  Germa- 
ny ;  and  concerning  the  posts,  negroes,  debts,  tories,  and 
all  other  poin^  in  dispute  with  the  United  States  ;  they 
are  disguised  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  is  scarcely  possi- 
ble to  discover  how  the  Minister  inclines ;  nevertheless, 
some  of  them  are  in  such  a  strain,  and  discover  such  an 
anxiety  about  the  treaties  of  commerce  m  negotiation 
with  France  and  Spain,  that  I  suspect  they  (the  Min- 
istry) have  made  some  propositions  to  those  Courts,  and 
are  anxious  both  to  know  whether  they  will  be  accepted 
or  not,  and  how  they  will  be  received  by  the  British 
and  Irish  nations,  if  they  should  be  accepted ;  a  few 
months'  time  will  remove  their  and  our  solicitude  upon 
this  head. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOM   JOHN    ADAMS   TO   JOHN   JAT. 
Grosvenor  S^oare,  Westminster,  September  3,  1785. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Temple  is  gone  out  as  Consul  General ;  whether 
he  wiH  be  received  or  not  in  that  character,  before  a 
treaty  of  commerce  is  made,  1  know  not ;  if  be  should 
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not,  and  sfaould  not  be  provided  With  credentials  as  Min- 
ister, be  wrll  probably-  \^ait  for  further  instructions. 

I  have  not  made  any  proposition  to  the  Ministry,  a^  « 
Customary,  to  send  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  I  shall  not  venture  upon  sucb  a  step  without 
the  instructions  of  Congress.  My  own  private  opinion 
is,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  the  proposition, 
and  to  insist  upon  it,  even  so  ^r  as  to  recall  me  if  it 
is  not  done.  These  appointments  familiarize  the  peopfe 
to  the  idea  of  the  importslnce  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  have  much  weight  in  Europe.  But  these  are  not 
the  xnosi  important  considerations.  A  British  Minister 
at  New  York  would  Constantly  transmit  intelKgence  to 
his  Court,  it  is  true;  but  true  intelligence  is  better 
than  false,  which  now  cirtuldtes  with  too  little  control; 
and  makes  itnpressions  at  Court  and  in  Parliament,  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  remove,  "   • 

If  Congress,  however,  shodd  receive  Mr.  Tempfe,* 
whether  they  do  or  do  not  propose  the  appointment  of 
a  Minister,  they  wiH  no  doubt  appoint  a  Consul  to 
reside  in  England,  or  a  Consul  General  to  reside  in  I^n- 
don,  with  power  of  appointing  Vice  Consuls  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Ireland  is  anxious  to  have 
one,  and  he  would  do  great  good.  I  am  sure  I  need 
not  explain  myself  more  fully  on  that  head;  I  have 
received  many  applications,  but,  as  I  have  no  authority, 
and  desire  to  have  none,  I  have  not  transmitted  them 
to  you.  I  have  no  relAtions  or  friends  to  promote ;  if 
I  had,  I  certainly  should  not  propose  them  merely  for 
that  reason. 

Indeed,  I  should  be  afraid  to   propose  them,  lest  it 
should  be  for  that  reason ;  although  I  might  think  the.m 
qualified  and  meritorious. 
Vol.  IV.— 23 
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The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  are  yery  useful  tq 
Ambassadors  and  Ministers  in  many  ways  that  I  need 
not  explain  to  you.  There  is  generally  a  good  under- 
standing between  them,  and  there  always  will  be  when 
proper  men  are  appointed  to  both  places. 
.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  ever  proposed  to 
Congress  the  appointment  of  a  -Consul  in  Holland;  I 
might  have  made  ^ome  new  friends  or  obliged  some  old 
ones,  perhaps,  by  recommending  them  ;  I  shall,  however, 
recommend  no  one,  but  I  cannot  but  think  the  office 
would  be  useful  ihere^  and  in  Sweden  and  Prussia  loo, 
^r  I  suppose  the  treaty  is  concluded  by  this  time.  Consuls 
prould  explore  new  channels  of  cqnimerce  and  sew  mar- 
l^ets  for  our  produce,  as  well  as  otber^  sources  of  supply 
ffr  us,  that  we  may  become  less  dependant  upon  Eng- 
land, if  she  should  continue  unreasonable.  Our  tobacco 
and  oil  might  find  markets  enough,  wliera  they  would 
have  less  duties  to  pay  and  procure  a  better  price. 

I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Barclay  would  wish  or  be 
willing  to  be  translated  to  London.;  but  a  man  of  his 
prudence  and  judgment,  vigilance  and  fidelity,  would  be 
wanted  here.  There  are  many  otbeis,  I  hope,  who  have 
those  virtues,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  recommend  one  man 
qaore  than  another^ 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHJS  ADAMS. 


(  ,        FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  J^T. 

Grosvenor  Square,  September  3, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
Mr.  John  Wingrove,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  I  believe 
will  be  found  a  very  valuable  citizen  of  the  United  Stales. 
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His  qualifications  yoa  may  judge  of  from  bistonrersarion. 
He  has  had  long  experience  in  the  East  ladies^  and  prob- 
ably has  a  perfect  knowledgef  ,6(  tbat  country.  I  beg 
leave  to  introduce  him  to  your  civilities,  and  those  of  all 
good  Americans. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOM  soav  aojUis  to  JOHH  JAT. 

Qrosvftnor  Squaie,  Weslfmnstfer,  Sept.  6, 1785. 

Dear  Sir,        - 

Yesterday  I  recetvied  the  t^a  fetters  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the^Sd  Aij^gij^t.  The  instructions 
sAall  be  obeyed  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  to  a  letter  of  credeqee  lo  the  Queen  ^  I  belie v«  it 
will  nt>w  be  uoiieoessary^ ;  init,  when  you  send  me  a  letter 
of  recalHo  the  King,  it  tbay  be  proper  to  «end  aootber 
€0  the  Queen ;  and  when  you  send  a  new  Miniver,  to  gire 
him  a  letter  t^  credence  to  both  :  such  letters  to  a  Queen 
consort  can  be  but  compiknents,  and  wahes  of^healdi  and 
prosperiiy  to  her  person  aisdl  family,  and  recommending 
the  Minister  to  tor  Majesty's  royal  benevolence.  I  did, 
in  the  time  of  it,  givie  asfiiranecs  to  the  Marquis  ef  Caer^ 
ntiarthen  that  tfaisomis^ao  psoeeeded  not  from  wont  of  re- 
spect, and  his  Lordship  sent  my  letter  to  the  Queen,  as 
be  ttterwants  told  me. 

As  to  the  posts,  I  tfatbk  I  shall  bav«  no  answer  until' 
the  NHM(tiag  of  Parliament  a{}{noaches,  and  then  I  expect 
an  aflswer  to  erefy  thing  altogether,  and  that  the  sur^ 
render  of  the  posts  will  be  made  conditional,  and  depend^ 
ant  upon   some  amingeBi&[its  or  other  oonceming  the 
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debts.  But  the  Ministers  are  all  wrapped  up  in  silence. 
I  really  dq  not  wonder  at  it.  The  state  of  the  nation  is 
critical  beyond  all  descripiion ;  the  people  discontented, 
and  the  populace  tumultuous.  In  short,  Sir,  I  have  seen 
the  time  in  Holland  exactly  like  this  here.  I  see  now, 
as  I  saw  then,  what  is  not  very  prudent  to  talk  about.  I 
see  thflit  many  personages  of  high  rank,  who  want  to  con- 
verse with  me  freely,  are  afraid  of  being  remarked,  both 
at  Court  and  by  the  mob.  Indeed,  I  see  this  fear  in  many 
of  the  foreign  Ministers.  Mobs  were  never  more  appre- 
hended or  dreaded  in  Holland,  during  any  part  of  my  re- 
sidence there,  than  they  are  now  here.  There  is  this  dif- 
ference ;  nobody  owns  it  here,  whereas  many  did  there. 
In  case  of,  a  commotion,  wh6rher  there  would'  be  most 
compliments  paid  to  me  or  my  jaeighbor,  Lord  North,  I 
know  not.  1  am  not,  however,  uneasy  or  apprehensive. 
There  is  one  thing  in  my  favor ;  the  Americah  cause  has 
been  ever  most  popular  among  the  lowest  classes  in  this 
country,  aad  I  think  I  have  seen  symptoms  of  the  same 
disposition  continually  since  I  have  been  here.  It  was 
tbe  same  in  Holland,  and  the  time  may  possibly  come 
when  this  disposition  will  be  as  useful  here  as  I  found  it 
there.  Indeed,  almost  all  the  Billingsgate  you  sec  in  tbe 
papers  is  calculated  to  counteract  this  tendency  of  tbe 
people,  w1k>,  wrthout  it,  would  depopulate  many  places 
by  emigrations. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  Count  de  Reventlaw,  ibe 
Danish  MiniBter  here,  tbe  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
2lst  of  March,  and  have  received,  in  his  polite  answer, 
an  obliging  assurance  that  he  would  transmit  it  to  his 
Court. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM   JOHN  AAAHB   TO   JOHN   JA¥. 

GrosvenoT  Square,  September  15,  1^85. 
Dear  Sir, 
Having  so  good  an  opportunity  as  ^bis,  by  Mr.  Cbarles 
Storer,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress,  by 
hirn,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  and  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  which  I  received  in  exchange  for  thei  ratt& 
cation  of  Congress  transmitted  to  me. 

I  should  wish  that  the  receipt  of  it  may  be  noted  in 

the  joHrnal  of  Congress,    and   acknowledged    in    your 

despatches  to  me.     The  seals  are  in  elegant  silver  boxes, 

one  to  the  treaty  and  one  to  the  convention.  ' 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN   JAY   TO   JOHN    ADAMS. 

*  New  York,' November  26,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

Congress,  on  Wednesday  last,  made  a  house  and  chose 
Mr.  Hancock  president;  but  he  being  absent,  they  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Ramsay,  of  South  Carolina,  to  fill  the  chair  for 
the  present. 

A  considerable  time  had  elapsed,  during  which,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  States  to  proceed  on  business  were  not 
represented.  In  this  interval  I  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving your  letters  of  25th,  28th,  29lh,  30ih,  and  aist 
August,  and  2d,  3d,  6th,  and  15th  September  last, 
together  with  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  and  conven- 
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tioD  between  the  United  States  and  tlie  United  Nether- 
lands,  with  the  seals  to  each  enclosed  in  a  silver  box. 

I  have  laid  them  all  before  Congress,  and  am  persuaded 
that  the  testimony  they  bear  to  your  un^mittad  atten- 
tion to  tl^  interests  of  our  countty  wiU  ^lake  as  strong 
an  impression  on  them  as  it  does  upOn  rne« 

There  is  reason  to  hope  and  expect  that  t^ongr^ss  wiH 
soon  find  leisure  to  attend  more  a^sidtiously  to  their 
Stiteign  affiiirs,  and  enable  me  to  v^rite  more  precisely 
on  various  subjects  than  I  h^ve  yet  been  able  to  do. 

My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  1st  Noveiober/by 
Mr.  Chollet,  and  of  tb^  3dj  by.Mr^  Houdon. 

I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners resp^eoting  the  negroes  carried  from  hence  at 
the  time  of  the  evacuatioo,  together  with  a  list  of  thein. 
It  will  enable  you  to  negotiate  a  settlement  of  that  busi- 
ness wiih  less  difficulty.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  great 
numbers  were  carried  from  other  places  as  well  as  from 
New  York,  and  for  whom  the  British  Government  ought, 
in  justice,  to  make  compensation.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
furnish  you  with  Buch  evidence  of  their  numbers,  &c.,  as 
I  may  be  able  to  collect. 

Mr.  Temple  is  here,  and  his  comtniseion  is  now  before 
Congress.  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  eom^ 
municating  to  you  their  decision  respecting  it. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Rhode  Island 
for  vestifig  Congress  with  the  power  of  reguls^ting  foreign 
trade.  In  or^  of  the  newspapers,  also  «ent,  you  will  find 
another  apt  of  that  State  respecting  navigation. 

However  discordant  the  various  acts  of  the  States  on 
these  subjects  may  be,  they  nevertheless  manifest  senti- 
ments and  opinions  which  daily  gain  ground,  and  which 
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vnW  probably  pmdiice  a  proper  and  general  system  for  re- 
gulating the  trade  and  navigatiOD  of  the  United  States; 
botb  foreign  and  domestic. 

The  Federal  Government  alone  is  equal  to  the  task  of 
(brming  such  a  system,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that 
partial  and  local  politics  would  cease  to  oppose  vesting 
Congress  with  powers  adequate  to  that  gredt  and  import- 
am  object. 

I  intended  to  have  devoted  this  day  entirely  to  writinfg 
to  you/but  I  was  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  attend  a 
committee  of  Congress  this  morning,  and  the  business 
before  them  makes  it  necessary  for  me  immediately  to  re- 
port cm  another  mailer  connected  Vith  it. 

I  am,  dear  Sir.  fac, 

JOHN  JAY. 


PKOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Qrosvenor  Square,  October  15^  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
wirite  me  the  6th  September. 

.  The  act  of  Congress  o(  the  IStb  of  August,  wbicl^ 
you  enclose,  shall  be  communicated  as  directed.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  agree  fully  with  you  in  your  opin- 
ion, that  '^it  is  ^nanifestly  as  much  the  interest  of  this 
country  to  be  well  with  us,  as  for  us  to  be  well  with 
them."  But  this  is  not  the  judgment  of  the  Epglisk 
nation ;  it  b  «ot  the  judgmept  of  Lord  North  and  his 
parly ;  it  is  not  the  jadgn^ot  of  the  Duke  of  Portland- 
and  bis  friends;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  jndg- 
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nient  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  present  set.  In-  short,  it  does 
not  at  present  appear  to  be  the  sentimeot  of  anybody  ; 
and  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  they  \tiU  try  the  issue 
of  importance  with  us. 

I  have  insisted  upon  the  surrender  of  the  posts  with 
is  much  earnestness  as  prudence  would  warrant,  but 
can  obtain  no  other  answer  than  certain  hints  concern- 
ing the  debts  and  some  other  points,  which  are  sufficient 
10  convince  me  that  the  restoration  of  the  posts  will 
b;ave  certain  conditions  tacked  to  it.  I  have  insisted  in 
conversation,  and  have  inquired  in  writing,  hut  have  not 
yet  made  a  (brnAal  requisition  by  a  memorial  in  the  name 
and  by  order  of  the  United  States;  if  I  had  done  it,  I 
should  have  compromitted  my  sovereign,  and  should  cer* 
tainly  have  had  no  answer;  whenever  this  is  done,  it 
should  be  followed  up.  1  shall  certainly  do  it,  if  I  should 
see  a  moment  when  it  can  possibly  prevail.  If  it  is  the 
judgment  of  Congress  that  it  should  be  done  immediately, 
I  should  be  glad  of  their  orders,  which  shall  be  exactly 
obeyed.  I  should  even  wish  they  would  prescribe  to  mo 
Che  form  of  the  memorial. 

It  is,  indeed,  as  you  observe,  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  take  a  certain  step,  whkh  would  be  longer  and 
more  sensibly  felt  by  Britain  than  the  independence  of 
the  United  States.  You  have  not  hinted  at  the  nature 
of  this  measure.  I  can  conceive  of  mor6  than  one  :  ex- 
clusion of  Sritish  ships  from  all  our  exports,  and  a  heavy 
duty  upon  British  manufactures,  is  one;  a  defensive  alli- 
ance with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  is  another.  A  case 
may  happen,  in  which  this  last  might  be  justifiable ;  but 
I  presume  it  will  not  hastily  be  adopted,  nor  ever,  with-^ 
out  Canada  and   Nova  Scotia  to  be  admitted  into  our 
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eonfederatioii,  aod  one-half,  at  least,  of  the  best  of  the 
English  West  India  islands,  besides  stipulations  for  the 
admission  of  our  produce  freely  to  the  Frencli  West 
India  islands>^and  some  articles  into  France  duty  free, 
with  similar  stipulations  with  Spain  and  Holland.  I 
hope,  however,  the  first  measure  will  be  adopted  forth- 
with, and  not  the  smallest  article  of  our  produce  be  per- 
mitted to  be  exported  in  British  bottoms. 

Mr.  Barclay  is  appointed  to  go  lo  Morocco,  and  Colo- 
nel Franks  goes  with  him  ;  Mr.  Lamb  to  Algiers,  and 
Paul  R.  Randall,  Esquire,  with  him.  There  will  be 
captives  to  redeem,  as  well  as  treaties  to  form. 

I  pan  obtain  no  adswer  from  the  Ministry  to  any  one 
demand,  proposal,  or  inquiry ;  in  this  I  am  not  alone, 
it  is  the  complaint  of  all  the  other  foreign  Ministers ;  the 
Dutch  Envoy,  particularly,  told  me  yesterday  that 
he  could  obtain  no  answer  to  any  of  his  mentorials, 
some  of  which  were  presented  as  long  ago  as  last  April. 
The  Ministry,  since  the  ill  fortune  of  their  studies  in 
Ireland,  have  been  in  aietliargy;  but  they  must  soon 
awake.  Mr.  Pitt  has  long  had  with  him  in  the  country 
our  projet  of  a  treaty,  and  it  cannot  be  long  before  he 
comes  to  some  determination  ;  they  have  hat)  lately  evi- 
dence enough  of  the  utility  to  them  of  the  public  hope 
of  a  commercial  agreement  with  America.  Holding  up 
the  idea  of  a  treaty  has^  rapidly  raised  the  stocks,  but  I 
cannot  entertain  any  sanguine  hopes,  for  all  experience, 
all  evidence,  seem  to  be  lost  updn  this  nation  and  its 
rulers.  Accordiog  to  most  appearances,  a  nation  so  entirely 
given  up  to  the  government  of  its  passions  must  precipitate 
itself  into  calamities  greater  than  it  has  yet  felt ;  I  still 
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thioky  howeYer,  that  m  decided  opioion  coneemiiig  the 
system  it  will  prarsoe  cannot  be  formed  before  the  open- 
iDg  of  the  next  budget. 

With  great  esteem,  be., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAf. 

Qrosvenor  Square,  October  17, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
It  has  been  the  general  sense  of  our  country,  since  the 
peace,  that  it  was  their  duty  and  their  interest  to  be 
impartial  between  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  observe  a 
neutrality  in  their  wars.  This  principle  is  a  wise  one, 
upon  the  supposition  that  those  powers  will  be  impartial 
to  us,  and  permit  us  to  remain  at  peace.  But  it  is 
natural  for  England  and  France  to  be  jealous  of  our 
neutrality,  and  apprehensive  that,  notwithstanding  our  pro* 
^fessions,  we  may  be  induced  to  connect  ourselves  with  one 
against  the  other.  While  such  uncertainties  and  suspi- 
cions continue,  we  may  findvthat  each  of  th^se  rival  king- 
doms will  be  disposed  to  stint  our  growth  and  diminish 
our  power,  from  a  fear  that  it  will  be  employed  against 
kself  and  in  favor  of  its  enemy.  If  France  could  be 
sure  of  our  perpetual  alliance,  it  is  to  be  supposed  she 
would  favor  our  increase  in  every  thmg  which  could  be 
reconciled  to  her  own  interest.  If  England  could  obtain 
such  an  alliance  with  us,  she,  for  the  same  reason, 
would  favor  our  interests  in  all  cases  compatible  with 
her  own. 
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I  jieed  not  point  oat  to  you  instances  in  proof  of  i(«ich 
^  jealousy  in  France ;  yet  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  refer  you 
to  sonie  bints  in  Mr.  Necker's  late  work. 

Mr.  Hartley y  you  will  remember,  dwelt  much  too 
often  upon  the  subject  of  an  alliance  with  England  for 
us  to  doubt  that^  however  incident  the  suggestion  of  such 
813  idea  was,  be  nevertheless  entertained  it.  He  has 
lately  renewed,  this  topic  wHh  me,  and  I  gave  him  the 
only  answer  which  can  ever  be  given,  viz :  thai  the  moral 
character  of  the  United  States  was  of  more  importance  to 
them  than  any  alliance ;  that  they  could  not,  in  honor, 
bear  such  a  proposal ;  b^t  that,  if  honor  and  character 
were  out  of  the  question,  while  England  held  i^  prov- 
ince in  America,  we  could  not  safely  forfeit  the  confix 
deuce  of  France,  nor  conunit  ourselves  to  the  consistency 
of  England. 

But  to  rise  higher.  When  the  King  was  pleased  to  say 
to  me  that  be. would  be  foremost  in  favor  and,  friendship 
to  the  United  States,  when  he  should  see  a  disposition  !• 
give  the  preference  to  this  country,  he  probably  meant 
more  than  we  can  comply  with.  If  a  preference  in  com- 
merce only  had  been  meant,  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to 
luake  it  a  future  condition,  because  the  ardor  of  our  citi- 
zeus  in  transferring  almost  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
country  here,  and  voluntarily  reviving  that  modopply, 
which  they  had  long  complained  of  as  a  grievance,  in  a 
few  of  the  first  months  of  the  peace,  imprutjently  demon- 
strated to  all  the  wortd  an  immoderate  preferei^e  of  Brit- 
ish commerce.  It  was  impossible  that  we  could  give 
stronger  proofs  of  a  preference  in  ihb  sense.  If  the  royal 
expression,  then,  was  a  deliberate  one,  it  must  have  in- 
tended something  more,  and  something  which  the  United 
States  cannot  agree  to. 
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The  British  Miiili^lry,  therefore,  have  now  before  them 
a  question  as  important  to  the  British  empre  as  any 
that  ever  was  agitated  in  it :  whether,  by  evacuating  the 
posts,  and  fulfilling  the  treaty  bf  peace  in  other  points, 
and  by  opening  their  ports  in  the  West  Indies;  and  on 
the  continent  of  America,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  to  our 
ships  and  produce,  upon  equal  and  ikh*  terms,  they  shaH 
insure  the  impartiality  and  neutrality  of  America;  or 
whether,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  they  shall  force  them 
into  closer  connexions  of  alliance  and  commerce  with 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland.  A  treaty  of  defensive  alli- 
ance with  France  would  deserve  a  long  and  careful 
deliberation,  and  should  comprehend  the  East  and  West 
Indies — ^I  mean  our  right  to  trade  in  them,  as  well  as 
many  other  considerations  too  numerous  to  hint  at  here. 
A  new  treaty  of  commerce  might  be  made  greatly  bene- 
ficial to  both  countries.  If  we  once  see  a  necessity  of 
giving  preferences  in  trade,  great  things  may  be  done. 
By  the  treaty  between  England  and  Portugal  of  27th 
of  December,  1703,  Portugal  promised  to  admit  forever 
into  Portugal  the  woollen  cloths,  and  the  rest  of  the 
woollen  manufactures  of  the  Britons,  as  was  accustomed, 
till  they  were  prohibited  by  the  laws;  nevertheless,  upon 
this  condition,  "  II.  That  is  to  say,  that  Great  Britain 
shall  be  obliged  forever  hereafter  to  admit  the  wines  of 
the  growth  of  Portugal  into  Britain  ;  so  that  at  no  time, 
whether  there  shall  be  peace  or  war  between  the  king- 
doms of  Britain  and  France,  any  tl)ing  more  shall  be 
demanded  for  these  wines  by  the  name  of  custom  or 
duty,  or  by  whatsoever  title,  directly  or  indirectly, 
whether  they  shall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  in 
pipes  or  hogsheads,  or  otber  casks  tban  what  shall  be 
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demanded  from  the  quaqtity  or  measure  of  French 
wine,  deducting  or  abating  the  third  part  of  the  custom 
or  duty.  But  if,  at  any  time,  this  deduction  or  abate* 
ment  of  customs  shall  in  any  manner  be  prejudiced^  it 
shall  be  just  and  lawful  for  bis  sacred  Royal  Majesty  of 
Portugal  Bgaiti  to  prohibit  the  wpollen  cloths  and  the  r^st 
of  the  British  woollen  manufactures." 

This  treaty,  which  the  Irish  call  the  Meihuen  treaty, 
from  the  name  of  the  Ambassador  who  signed  it,  and 
which  they  nqw  claim  the  benefit  of  as  Britons,  (although 
the  Portuguese  deny  them  to  be  Britons,  and  according- 
ly refuse  their  woollens,)  has  had  a  vast  effect  both  in 
Portugal  and  England.  The  consequence  has  been, 
that  Portugal  has  now  for  more  than  fourscore  years 
clothed  herself  in  British  woollens  like  an  English  colony^ 
and  has  never  been  able  to  introduce  woollen  manufac* 
tures  at  home ;  and  the  British  islands  have  drunk  no 
other  wine  than, Port,  Lisbon,  and  Madeira,  although  the 
wines  of  France  are  so  much  better. 

The  United  States  may  draw  many  useful  lessons  from 
this  example.  If,  from  the  blind  passions  and  rash 
councils  of  the  Briton^,  they  should  be  compelled  to 
de^viate  from  their  favorite  principle  pf  impartiality  and 
neutrality,  they  might  make,  a  new  commercial  treaty 
with  France,  for  a  term  or  forever,  exempiipg  all  the 
tuanofactures  of  France  from  one-third,  or  one^half,  or  all 
the  duties  which  sh^U  be  stipulated  to  be  laid  upon  the 
English  manufactures.  In  this  case,  what  becomes  of 
tl>e  manufactures  of  Britain  ?  What  of  their  commerce, 
revenue,  and  naval  power  ?  They  must  decline,  and  those 
of  her  rival  mu$t  rise.  . 

I  hint  only  at  these  things.     They  open  a  wide  field 
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of  inquiry,  and  require  all  the  thoughts  of  the  people. 
We  should  stipulate  for  the  admissibo  of  all  our  produce, 
and  should  agree  upon  a  tariff  of  duties  on  both  sides. 
We  should  insist  upon  entire  liberty  of  trade  und  naviga- 
tion, both  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and  io  Africa, 
and  upon  the  admission  of  our  oil  and  fi^,  as  well  as 
tobacco,  flour,  rice,  indigo,  potash,  he.  &c« 

This  country  boasts  of  her  friends  and  partisans  in  this 
and  the  other  assemblies,  particularly  in  Nevr  York  and 
Vh'ginia,  and  are  confident  we  can  do  nothing — neither 
exclude  their  ships  from  our  exports,  nor  lay  on  daties 
upon  their  imports  into  our  States ;  neither  raise  a  re- 
venue, nor  build  a  fleet.  If'  iheit  expectations  are  not 
disappointed,  we  shall  be,  and  that  in  a  few  months,  not 
6nly  a  despised,  but  a  despicable  people  ;  with  the  power 
in  our  own  hands  of  doing  as  we  please,  we  shall  do 
nothing ;  with  the  itieans  of  making  ourselves  respected 
by  the  wise,  we  shall  become  the  scorn  of  fools.. 

I  am  under  embarrassments,  in  treating  with  the 
Ministers  here,  to  know  how  far  k  is  prudent  in  roe  to 
go,  in  urging  upon  them  what  the  United  Slates  m^y 
do,  or  not  dd,  with  France.  There  ^ould  be  danger  of 
my  committing  Congress  imprudently  ;  bul,  in  conversa- 
tion with  friends,  arguments  may  be  casually,  and  by 
way  of  speculation  only,  put  into  their  mouths,  which 
they  willnot  fail  to  use  where  they  may  or  ought  to  have 
weight ;  yet  it  is  stUl  uncertain  whether  «ny  thing  cm 
have  weight.  Tlie  Ministry  behave  as  if  they  saw  certain 
ruin  coming  upon  the  nation,  and  thbught  it  of  bo  import- 
ance in  what  shape  it  should  appear. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvcnor  Square,  October^^21,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday,  at  eleven  o'clock,  I  v^fent  by  appointment 
to  Lord  Caermartben's  office,  and  was  admitted  to  bis  Lord- 
ship as  soon  as  be  arrived  from  bis  bouse.  As  tbis  was  an 
hour  earlier  than  the  usual  appearance  of  the  Foreign 
Ministers  at  the  Secretary  of  State's  levee,  1  bad  lime 
for  a  long  conversation  with  his  Lordship. 

At  first  I  presented  him  a  memorial,  containing  a  re- 
quisition of  immediate  orders  for  the  discharge  of  our 
citizens,  particularly  of  Low  ;  secondly,  tb^  correspond- 
ence between  Governor  Bpwdoin  and  Captain  Stan- 
hope, with  the  act  of  Congress  upon  it :  and  thirdly,  a 
letter  concerning  the  questions  some  time  ago  communi- 
cated to  ypur  Ministers  at  Paris,  relative  to  their  full  pow- 
ers, by  the  Duke  of  Dorset.  These  papers  were  left 
with  his  Lordship  for  bis  perusal  at  bis  leisure ;  but  I  con- 
jecture be  laid  them  before  the  King,  in  a  conference 
after  the  drawing-room.  After  tie  communication  of 
those  papers,  I  had  the  honor  to  observe  to,  his  Lordship, 
that,  although  they  contained  matters  of  some  importance, 
I  most  sincerely  wished  there  was  nothing  of  greater  dif- 
ficulty and  more  danger  between  the  two  countries.  His 
Lordship  wished  so  too.  I  added,  that  as  it  was  wished 
on  bpth  sides,  it  was  remarkable  that  the  business  was 
not  done,  as  it  seemed  to  be  very  easy  to  do ;  that  it  was 
much  to  be  lamented,  when  the  war  was  ended,  aujd 
every  thing  essential  which  had  beep  in  contest  was  de 
cided,  that  such  circumstances  as  rendained  should  im* 
pede  the  return  of  aonfideuce  between  the  two  nations. 
I  paused  here,  in  hopes  his  Lordship  would  have  made 
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some  reflection,  or  dropped  some  hint  from  whence  I 
could  have  drawn  some  conclusion,  excited  some  hope, 
or  started  some  fresh  topic  ;  but  not  a  word  escaped  him. 
After  a  Jong  silence,  I  told  him  that  I  hoped  for  an  an- 
swer from  his  Lordship  concerning  the  posts  upon  the 
frontiers  :  not  ^  word  of  reply.  1  said  t  was  extremely 
uneasy  concerning  those  posts  ;  that,  by  the  last  accounts 
from  America,  there  seemed  to  be  danger  of  our  being 
involved  in  an  Indian  war,  merely  from  the  circumstance 
of  their  being  withheld ;  that  his  Lordship  could  not  be 
unacquainted  with  the  cruelty  and  barbarity  with  which 
those  savages  made  war  upon  people  the  most  innocent, 
peaceable,  and  defenceless  ;  that  an  Indian  war,  by  filling 
the  gazettes  and  conversation  with  relations  of  horrore, 
naturally  spread  a  greater  alarm  and  excited  keener 
passions  than  other  wars,  which  might  be  much  more  de- 
structive and  impoverishing ;  that  if  such  a  war  should 
happen  in  consequence  of  withholding  the  posts,  it 
would  enkindle  a  flame  in  America,  which  might  spread 
wider  and  last  longer  than  any  man  could  foresee  ;  that 
I  sincerely  lioped  the  King's  Ministers  would  think 
serbu^fy  of  it,  and  give  orders  for  the  evacuation  ;  that  1 
must  insist  on  an  answer.  Here  his  Lordship,  in  broken 
sentences,  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Ministry  would  an- 
swer everybody,  and  conveyed  a  hint  that  it  did  not 
depend  upon  him.  I  proceeded  upon  this  to  say,  that 
in  a  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt,  when  I  pressed  him  for 
an  answer  concerning  the  posts,  although  he  was  not  ex- 
plicit with  me,  I  understood  hiln  to  insinuate  to  me  that 
the  surrender  of  the  posts  would  be  made  conditbnal 
upon  something  respecting  the  debts.  Here  I  got  some- 
thing out.     His  Lordship  said:  "To  be  sure,  nothing 
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could  be  done  until  the  debts  were  paid."  Paid!  my 
Lor(l!  that  is  more  than  ever  was  stipulated.  No  Gov- 
ernment ever  undertook  to  pay  the  private  debts  of  its 
subjects;  and,  in  this  case,  nobody  ever  bad  such  a 
thought.  The  treaty  only  stipulated  that  creditors  should 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  their 
debts.  But,  says  his  Lordship,  if  lawful  impediments 
have  been  thrown  in  the  way — and  this  was  all  be  could 
or  would  let  out.  I  understood  him  to  mean  that  Gov- 
ernment, by  putting  an  impediment  in  the  way,  had 
made  itself  answerable  for  the  debts  themselves.  This 
was  the  first  suggestion  to  me  of  such  a  thought ;  but  it 
was  so  fully  communicated,  that  I  should  not  be  surprised 
if  a  requisition  should  be  made  to  that  effect.  I  pro- 
ceeded with  his  Lordship,  that  the  people  in  America 
saw  the  treaty  violated  in  two  important  points  relative 
to  striking  objects-— the  negroes  were  carried  off,  and 
the  posts  were  withhela*  The  last  looked  like  a  con- 
tinuance of  war.  It  was  continuing  a  foreign  army  in 
their  territory.  These  were  the  first  breaches  of  treaty ; 
and,  without  them,  I  did  believe  that  the  del)tors  would  not 
huve  had  influence  enough  in  any  assembly  to  have  pro- 
cured an  act  or  vote  to  impede  the  course  of  law^  and 
if  the  posts  were  now  evacuated,  and  the  negroes  paid 
ibr,  I  did  not  believe  the  impediment  would  be  continued 
longer  than  to  the  meeting  of  the  assemblies.  But  if  the 
removal  of  tliese  impediments  should  be  made  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  evacuation  of  t^e  posts  and  pay- 
ment for  the  negroes,  I  very  much  apprehended  it  would 
not  be  done.  As  the  English  had  been  first  in  the  wrong, 
it  was  natural  and  reasonable  to  expect  that  they  should 
be  first  to  get  right. 
You  IV. — 34 
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Findiog  it  irqpossible  to  karn  any  thing  from  bis  liord- 
ship  of  his  own  sentiments  or  those  of  his  coUeajgues, 
upon  these  points,  after  a  pause  of  some  time  I  proceeded 
to  some  others,  and  said : 

Your  Lordship  alone  was  present  when  the  King  was 
pleased  to  say  to  me  that  when  he  should  .see  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  United  States  to  give  this  country  the  pre- 
ference, he  would  be  foremost  in  friendship  to  them. 
Yes,  I  was,  said  his  Lordship.  What  greater  prefer- 
ence, my  Lord,  can.  be  expected,  or  reasonably  desired^ 
than  hais  been  given  ?  It  b  not  possible  for  one  coun- 
try to  give  another  stronger  proofs  than  America  has 
given  this,  of  a  commercial  preference.  They  have^ 
with  an  imprudent  ardor,  discovered  too  early  and  too 
immoderate  a  predilection  to  the  commerce  of  ,tbis 
country,  by  voluntarily  reviving,  at  the  peace,  almost 
the  very  mpnopoly  which  had  beep  established  before 
the  war  by  the  acts  of  Parliament.  Can  any  other 
preference  than  a  commercial  one  be  thought  of?  (No 
answer.)  Is  it  cot  receiving  this  disposition  too  coldly, 
my  Lord,  to  meet  it  with  obstructions  to  so  many  of  our 
remittances?  Is  there  not  danger  that  the  conduct  of 
ibis  country  will  change  that  disposition?  Is  it  not  easily 
changed  ?  Does  it  not  consist  chiefly  in  mode  and  taste,, 
setting  aside  what  there  is  remaining  of  good-will,  be- 
tween the  people ;  and  if  credit  is  the  lurej.  i$  it  not  easily 
counteracted  ?  We .  have  been  used  to.  buy  Russian 
and  Dutch  hemp  in  London ;  say  we  pjaid  ten  per  cent, 
more  than  it  would  have  cost  us  in  Petersburg,  and 
that  the  advantage  of  having  it  upoa  credit  was  worth  ta 
the' American  merchant  twenty  per  cent. ;  by  laying  on 
a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  these  articles  imported  from 


DIPLOfillTIG  CORRnniiSDeiTGE.  371 

.lOddoo  more  than  vrhbn  iaipDrted  direotly  from  Russia, 
ivoiild  Dot  tl)d  advantage  of  credit  be   wholly  counteract- 
ed ?    By  laying  oa  fifteen  per  cent,  more,  would  there  • 
no^  be  an  end  forever  to  Americaa  importations  of  these 
atticles  by   the  way  of  London  ?     Silesia   linens  are  ' 
aQOther  article  which  we  bought  in  London.    May  noi 
this  commerce  be  diverted  entirely  to  Stettin  and  Emb- 
den,  by  a  similar  duty  ?     May  not  all  sorts  of  raiaDufao- ' 
tuces  in  iron  be  bought  m  Germany ;  and  all  other  manu- 
factures in  cotton,  linerij  metals,  silk,  velvety  wool,  be  in 
the  san>e  manner  diverted  from  this  to  other  countries  in 
Europe,  only  by  thus  laying  a  bounty  oa  the  importation 
of  them  into  America,  to  be  paid  by  those  who  choose  tt> 
pijircbase  in  England  ?  ' 

It  was  become  fashionable  here  for  gentlemen  to  speak  * 
diminutively  of  American  tmde,  ev^n^among  some  who 
had  magnified  it  while  in  opposition  to  Lord  North.  These 
could  not 'certainly  be  sincere;  but  be  the  value  of  it  <^ 
what  it  may,  can  it  be  good  policy  hi  this  country  to 
divert  it  from  herself,  and  send  it  to  her  rivals  ?    For 
example,  could  it  be  wise  jn  the  English  to  throw  their 
owA  Newfoundland  fishery  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
mecely  to  prevent  American^  from  supplying  it  with  pro^ 
visions  and  necessaries  in  tbeur  own  bottoms?      I  was  * 
vecy  much  afraid  the  Ministry  bad  not  yet  dtily  con*-' 
sidered  upon  what  4  delioate  cM'ctioistance  tlieir  fishery 
depended,  how  easily  it  might  be  lost,  add  how^  hiordly 
reci^ered.  ,  Tbougb  tfo  fishwy  was  very  beneficial  to 
the  public  as  a  nursery  of  seamen,  and. a  source  of  Wealth 
as  it  stood  qonoecied   with   vanovs.  jother  branehes  tf( 
business^  y^t^  to  the  generality  of.  individuals,  it  was-  nor 
very  profi^jile,    With  ibeir  utmost  art^  industry,  and 
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eampEay,  they  coald  but  barely  live.  The  Jamaica 
fisb)  as  some  call  it,  or  the  West  India  feb,  as  otheirs 
naQ>ed  it,  was  one^third  part  of  the  whole,  «nd  the  pre- 
servation and  sale  of  it  was  essential  to  the  life  of  tbe  fish- 
ery^  Unfit  for  the  European  market^  it  bad  never  found 
aiiy  other  consumers  than  the  negroes;  and  the  English 
depended  upon  selling  theirs  to  the  French  in  their  West 
India  islands.  They  have  been  able  to  undersell  the 
Freach  in  their  own  islands.  Why?  Because  their 
fishery  at  Newfoundland  being  supplied  frotn  the  United 
States  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  French  cou]4  be  from 
£«rope^  they  could  affi>rd  to  sell  their  fish  cheaper ;  but 
now  the  tables  were  turned^  the  French  are  supplied 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  English  rmist  be  from 
Europe  ;  the  consequence  of  which  must  be,  that  tho 
French  will  very  soon  foe  able  to  supply  their  own  islands 
cheaper  than  the  English  can,  and,  when  this  happens, 
it  will  be  very  natural  for  them  to  prohibtt  alf  foreign 
fisln  American  as  well  as  English.  I  left  his  Lordship 
to  judge  if  this  was  a  probable  m^ans  of  increasing 
British  seanaen  and  navigation,  and  whether  it  was  not 
probable  that  if  the  Americans  saw  the  Engli^,  like 
rash  gamesters,  playing  away  their  own  fiMieries  into 
foeeign  hands,  they  would  not  lookout  for  themselves,  and 
purchase  of  the  French  the  admission  of  their  fi^h  into 
the  islands^  by  sUpulating  some  equivalent  fbi*  it.  Here 
his  Lordship  jsaid  he  wished  the  Council  could  be  brought 
to  talce  into  consideration  the  relative  situation  of  the 
two  countries  and  their  oommerce.  I  was  in  hopes  he 
would  h4Ve  aaid  mbre,  and  vraited  long  to  hear ;  but  as  it 
appeared  he  did  not  intoadto  be  more  particfular^  I  said, 
it  was  9ur^jr  neceaaary  that  something  should  be  thought 
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of  and  done.  WitK  regard  to  the  West  India  trade,  k 
would  b^  well  to  consider  wlietber  the  United  States,  if 
they  found  theniseives  excluded  from  the  English  blandly 
would  not  think  it  necessary  to  purchase  a  free  admi»- 
si6n  of  their  flour  and  sh^ps,  as  well  as  6sh  and  other 
things,  t6  perpetuity,  by  sMpulating  with  the  French 
Court  some  perpetual  advantage  in  some  particulars 
over  the  Englisjh  commerce.  Hitherto,  it  had  been  the 
policy  of  the  States  to  be  impartial;  but  if  they  wer^ 
once  driven  frpm  this  principle,  I  left  his  Lordship  to 
judge  how  far  they  might  go,  and  ought  to  go.  I  asked 
his  Lordship  whether  it  would  not  be  just  and  wise  in 
France  to  stipulate  with  us  a  perpetual  admission  of  our 
oil,  to  illuminate  their  cities;  of  our  potash,  duty  free; 
of  our  tobacco,  upon  easier  duties  and  better  terms;  ia 
short,  of  all  the  produce,  of  our  country,  upon  better 
conditions ;  of  our  flour,  flsh,  and  ships  into  their  islands, 
and  df  our  ready  built  ships  for  sale,  into  all  her  domiii*^ 
ions,  if  Congress  would  stipulate  with  them  a  perpetual 
preference  of  French  i^ips  and  manufacturesr  over  the 
English  in  America*  If  we  would  stipulate  to  lay  en 
duties  one^hird  or  one-half  heavier  upon  Englbh  thta 
.French  navigaiipn  and  merchandise,  might  we  not  make 
a  profitable  bargain  ?  might  we  not  do  the  same  with  any 
and  ev(sry  other  trading  nation  in  Etirope?  Necessity 
would  force  us  to  carry  our  trade  where  we  could  find  a 
market  for  our  produce;  and  if  England  would  not  re- 
ceive it  upon  living  terms,  wie  must  carry  it  to  Germany 
or  the  Baltic,  to  Holland  or  the  Mediterranean,  to  Por-r 
tugal  orFranoe,  to  Spain,  or  eVen  to  the  East  Indies. 
All  this  was  very  patiently  and  civilly  beard ;  "but  not  e 
word  of  answer.   ,  I  then  ad^ed,  what  could  be  the  lea-i 
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sop  that  the  eofnmerce  between  the  United  States  and 
the  remaining  British  colonies,  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia, 
should  not  be  encouraged  ;  it  had  been  found  routualljr 
-beneficial  heretofore,  and  our  share  of  the  profit  of  it  bad 
been  a  soujrce  of  remittance  to  England^  and  would  be 
again.  Those  colonies,  especially  Nova  Scotia,  would 
find  it  difficult  to  subsist  without  it  for  a  long  time.  Find- 
ing, however,  that  his  Lordship  was  determined  to  de* 
liver  no  opinions,  nor  give  the  smallest  hint  from  whence 
any  conclusions  or  conjectures  could  be  formed,  I  asked 
hkn  for  his  advice,  whether  it  would  answer  any  good 
end  for  me  to  wait  on  any  other  of  th^  Ministers,  as  my 
Lord  Camden  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  example,) 
and  enter  into  more  particular  conversation  with  them 
upon  these  subjects?  His  Lordship  siaid  Lord  Camden 
was  gone  into  the  country,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
to  the  distant  seaports,  and  would  not  be  here  for  many 
weeks;  but  Mr.  Pitt  was  here.  I  replied,  that  I  had 
found  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  conversations  I  had  with  him,  can- 
did and  intelligent,  and  that,  for  any  thing  I  knew,  the 
affairs  of  the  nation  could  not  be  in  better  hands.  But  be 
was  in  a  critical  situation ;  and  if  a  foundation  should  be 
laid  of  a  final  alienation  between  England  and  America, 
it  would  be  a  deeper ^tafn^  a  blackei^  blot  upon  his  ad- 
iKitnistration,  than  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
bad  been  upon  that  of  Lord  North. 

It  is  not  worth  your  while  nor  mine  to  endeavor  to  re- 
ooliect  more  particularly  this  useless  conversation,  in 
which  the  reciprocity,  as  Lord  North  said  on  another  oc- 
casion, was  all  on  one  side;  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
urge  to  his  Lordship  the  possibility  of  any  other  new 
eoBoexion  between  the  United  States  and  other  European 
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nations  than  commercial  ones.  The  posibillty  and  the 
probability  of  a  more  permanent,  indeed  of  a  perpetual, 
defensive  alliance  between  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
the  United  States — with  even  Ireland  soliciting  to  be  the 
£fth  power — is  so  obvious  to  common  sense,  that  one 
would  think  it  could  not  escape  the  contemplations  of  the 
Ministry. 

There  are  persons  in  this  kingdom  sufficiently  insane 
to  say  that  they  will  bring  America  to  petition  to  come 
again  under  the  government  of  this  country ;  they  will 
distress  them  till  they  break  their  faith  with  France,  and 
then  they  say  "  we  will  spurn  them.''  If  the  King  and 
Ministry  entertain  such  thoughts,  they  are  weaker  than  I 
ever  thought  them,  and  wickeder  than  anybody  ever 
represented  them.  But,  although  insidious  policy  is  not 
a  novelty  in  this  country,  I  do  not  believe  them  capable 
of  such  an  excess  of  it  at  this  time. 

The  true  secret  I  conceive  to  be  a  real  ignorance  and 
indecision  what  to  do.  They  have  discovered,  by  their 
Newfoundland  bUl  and  Irish  propositions,  a  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  principle  of  the  navigation  act  against  the  United 
States.  Both  these  experiments  have  been  unfortunate. 
The  first  produced  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
navigation  acts,  and  the  last  procured  a  defeat  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland.  They  are  now  confounded,  and  know 
not  whether  to  persevere  or  to  retreat ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced they  have  agreed  together  to  observe  a  total  silence 
with  me  until  they  shall  come  lo  a  resolution.  This  re- 
serve they  maintain  to  all  others  as  well  as  to  me,  lest  any 
hints  ipight  escape  thenx  by  which  the  various  parties  who 
are  led  by  Sbelburne,  Buckingham,  North,  and  Fox, should 
know  how  to  begin  the  foundation   of  their  oppositions. 
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Tbey  are  really  embarrassed  ;  for,  whatever  treaty  thejr 
may  make  with  us  fnust  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  either 
before  it  is  signed,  or  k  must  be  made  and  signed  ex- 
pressly subject  to  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 
Parliament ;  and  they  are  at  a  loss  to  guess  what  they 
can  carry  through  Parliament,  knowing  the  talents  of  the 
opposition,  and  the  force  of  national  prejudice  and  pas- 
sion in  favor  of  the  navigation  laws.  Tbey  are  afraid  to 
attempt  what  they  know  they  ought  to  do. 

This  being  the  state  of  things,  you  may  depend  upon 
it  the  commerce  of  America  will  have  no  relief  at  pre- 
sent, nor,  in  my  opinion,  ever,  until  the  United  States 
shall  have  generally  passed  navigation  acts.  If  thb 
measure  Is  not  adopted,  we  shall  be  derided ;  and  the 
more  we  suffer,  the  more  will  our  calamities  be  laughed 
at.  My  most  earnest  exhortaitions  to  the  States  then  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  to  lose  no  time  In  passing  such  acts; 
they  will  raise  odr  reputation  all  over  the  world,  and  will 
avail  us  in  treating  with  France  and  Holland,  as  well  as 
England ;  for,  when  these  natipns  once  see  us  in  the 
^'ight  way,  united  in  such  measures,  they  will  estimate 
more  highly  our  commerce,  our  credit,  and  our  alliances. 
The  question  has  been  asked  in  France  as  often  as  in 
England,  What  have  you  to  give  in  exchange  for  this  and 
that  ?  Particularly,  it  was  a  constant  question  of  the  Mare- 
schal  de  Castries,  What  have  you  to  give  as  a  reciprocity 
for  the  benefit  of  going  to  our  islands  ?  When  we  have 
once  made  a  navigation  act,  or  shown  that  we  can  unite 
in  making  one,  we  may  answer,  We  can  repeal  our  act  or 
our  imposts,  in  return  for  your  repealing  yours. 

With  regard  to  this  country,  I  confess  to  you  I  nev«r 
should  liave  believed,  nor  could  have  imagined,  the  real 
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situation  of  it,  if  I  bad  not  been  bere,  and  resided  here 
Some  time.  I  never  could  bave  conceived  sucb  a 
union  of  all  parliamentary  factions  against  us,  which  is  a 
demonstration  of  the  unpopularity  of  our  cause.  If  the 
States  do  not  make  haste  to  confine  their  exports  to  their 
own  ships,  and  lay  on  duties  upon  British  merchandise, 
which  shall  give  a  decided  advantage  to  oyr  own  manu- 
factures, and  those  of  Germany,  France,  and  other  na- 
tions, it  will  be  to  no  purpose  to  continue  a  Minister 
here,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  wish  myself  anywhere  else 
rather  than  here.  These  are  remedies  which  Congress 
and  the  States  can  apply.  I  should  hope  they  will  not 
proceed  farther,  at  present ;  but  if  these  are  found  insuffi- 
cient, I  hope  they  will  think  of  proceeding  farther  in  com- 
mercial treaties  with  other  nations,  and  reserve  the  re- 
source of  further  alliances  as  a  last  resort. 

The  drafts  already  Thade,  and  the  negotiations  in 
Barbary,  will  exhaust  your  little  fund  in  Amsterdam, 
and  before  next  March  all  your  servants  in  Europe  must 
return  home  for  want  of  means  even  of  subsistence, 
unless  something  is  done.  Our  countrymen  should  not 
expect  that  miracles  will  be  wrought  for  their  relief;  if 
jtheir  affairs  are  not  conducted  with  wisdom  and  activity, 
they  will  reap,  roost  certainly,  the  fruits  of  folly  and 
supineness. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  mention  one  more  extrava- 
gance that  I  know  is  lurking  in  some  hearts  here.  They 
would  willingly  embarrass  Mr.  Pitt  in  any  rational  plan 
of  agreement  with  me,  and  cheerfully  precipitate  him 
iuto  war  with  the  United  States  if  they  could^  welj 
knowing  that  it  would  be  his  ruin.  They  think,  and  I 
can  add  they  say,  "  that  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia  inust 
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soon  be  oiirs.  There  must  be  a  war  for  it.  They 
IcDOw  how  it  will  end,  but  the  sooner  the  better.  This 
done,  we  shall  be  forever  at  peace ;  till  thenj^  never.'* 
But  these  people  do  not  consider  that  this  will  involve  us 
m  unchangeable  connexions  with  France,  and  prove  the 
final  ruin  of  this  country. 

The  stocks  have  lately  risen  to  sixty -five  and  sixty- 
six.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  ministerial  tricks,  or  the 
real  affluence  of  money^  it  will  raise  the  fund  of  pride 
and  vanity  in  the  nation  in  a  much  greater  proportion, 
and  make  it  more  difficult  for  the  Minister  to  do  what 
even  he  may  think  right  with  America.  J  must  con- 
clude by  repeating  that  my  only  hopes  are  in  the.  virtue, 
resolution,  and  unanimity  of  my  fellow-citizens. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

,      JOHN  ADAMS. 


^  FROM   JOHN   4DAIfS   TO  JQ9N   JAX. 

Grosvendr  Sqnarc,  Westminster,  dctober  25,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
The  Crown  of  Great  Britain  has  sometimes,  pledged 
its  prerogative  to  relax  the  navigation  act,  but  the  Par- 
liament and  nation  would  not  admit  of  it.  By  the 
fifteenth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal,  signed  at  Lisbon  the  16tb  May, 
1703,  "The  personal  privileges  tind  freedom  of  trade 
which  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Stales  of 
the  United  Provinces  at  present  enjoy  in  Portugal, 
the  Portuguese  shall,  in  their  turn,  enjoy  in  the  do- 
niinioDs  of  Great  Britain  and  the  States  of  the  United 
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Provinces."  This,  you  see,  was  a  stipulation  directly 
iagainst  the  navigation  act.  But  although  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  in  foreign  negotiations  is  acknowledged 
to  be  sovereign,  yet  the  English  contend  that  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  set  aside  an  act  of  Parliament ;  and,  there- 
fore, this  article  has  never  been  complied  with,  and  the 
Portuguese  complain  of  it  to  this  day  as  a  breach  of 
faith. 

Sensible  of  this  difficulty,  the  Minister,  I  presume,  will 
not  venture  upon  any  treaty  with  us,  without  either  pre- 
viously taking  the  sense  of  Parliament,  or  making  the 
treaty  subject  to  its  subsequent  approbation  ;  either  of 
which  measures  will  open  a  boundless  field  of  argument 
and  obloquy.  ITou  will  not  wonder  that  he  dreads  it. 
He  cannot,  however,  avoid  it.  The  American  inter- 
course act  expires  on  the  5th  of  April,  1786,  and  the 
Newfoundland  act  expires  on  the  25th  of  March,  1786  ; 
and  the  bare  revisal  of  these  statutes  will  necessarily  bring 
on  ^discussion. 

The  Newfoundland  act  is  considered  here,  by  some, 
as  a  mere  machine  to  try  an  experiment ;  to  feel  the 
pul^e  of  this  House,  and  to  discover  what  sentiments  were 
entertained,  and  what  principles  would  be  declared  by^ 
the  various  branches  of  opposition ;  and  it  is  t^uripus  to 
observe  the  presence  of  mind  of  the  leaders,  and  the  art 
with  which  they  evaded  the  snare.  They  showed  plain- 
ly that  they  wete  determined  not  to  be  dut-generaled  by 
so  young  an  officer. 

On  the  2(!  of  February,  1785,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  in  a 
corrinlittee  of 'the  whole  bouse,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bin  for' confining,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the 
tfade  between  the  ports  of  the  tJni ted  States  of  America, 
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and  h*i8  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  bland  of  Newfoundlaod, 
to  bread,  flour,  and  live  stock,  to  be  imported  in  none  bat 
British  built  ships,  actually  belonging  to  British  subjects. 

Mr.  Eden,  one  of  the  coalition  men,  seems  not  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  design,  and  declared,  at  once,  senti- 
ments which  probably  Mr.  Pitt  wbhed  the  whole  opposi- 
tion to  avow.  He  wished  ^'  that  trade  might  not  sufl^ 
by  the  several  restrictions  intended  by  this  measure.  Con- 
fining that  whole  trade  to  British  bottoms  would  narrow 
It  much  more  than  most  people  would  imagine.  It  would 
divert  it  into  other  channels,  and  ultimately  annihilate  our 
colonies  in  tli^t  part  of  the  world.  He  had  always  found 
that,  to  encourage  commerce,  you  must  treat  it  with  libe- 
rality. The  proposed  bill  threatened  a  very  difierente&ct ; 
and,  therefore,  he  had  thrown  out  these  hints  before  the 
business  had  assumed  any  shape  more  formal,  in  order 
that  those  concerned  in  the  construction  of  the  bill  might 
be  on  their  guard." 

Mr.  Jenkinson,  whose  opinion  probably  had  influenced 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  move  for  so  illiberal  a  bill,  was  apprehensive 
^^  that  our  navy  would  ultimately  sufier,  unless  every  pos- 
sible attention  were  paid  to  the  protectien,  extensioD, 
and  encouragement  of  our  shipping.  This  appeared  to 
him  an  object  of  infinite  conse(;|uence,  and  demanded  the 
consideration  and  sanction  of  the  LiCgislaturq  \  he  should, 
therefore,  insist  that  in  the  framing  of  this  bill,  the  greatest 
care  should  be  taken  that  all  our  commerce  in  that  quar- 
ter should  be  carried  on  in  British  bottoms  only." 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  E^len  was  for  moving 
to  discharge  the  order  for  bringing  in  the  bi|l.  Mr.  Jea- 
kinson  complained  that  he  bad  been  misrepresented; 
that  he  meant  to  say  that  there  wasnot^  and  never  had 
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been,  ainy  law  to  prevent  ships  conoiog  from  the  British 
colonies  to  trade  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  (the  East 
Indies  only  excepted,  by  the  charter  of  the  company.) 

Mr^  Baring  said  it  was  at  his  instigation  that  the 
<c  Pfivy  Council  had  been  induced  to  introduce  it  into 
P&rliament;  Newfoundland  had  suffered  severely  last 
year  by  the  want  of  provisions,  because  the  Governor 
doubted  whether  he  could  suffer  the  direct  importation  of 
necessaries  from  America,  even  in  British  bottoms.;  That 
the  settlement  would  continue  to  suffer  many  hardships, 
if  Parliament  should  determine  that  they  must  receive 
their  supplies  from  Britain  only.'' 

On  the  7th  of  February  the  bill  was  presented.  Mr. 
Eden  seems,  by  this  time,  to  have  been  put  upon  his 
guard;  he  makes  a  long  and  confused  declaration;  seems 
very  anxious,  but  gives  no  opinion  clearly  upon  any 
principle;  yet  one  naay  trace,  I  think,  several.  1.  One 
is,  that  his  chief  claim  was  for  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia; 
the  ships  built  or  owned  in  these  colonies  being  struck 
at  and  excluded  by  the  bill,  as  much  as  those  of  the 
United  States.  2.  He  seems  averse  to  the  permission 
even  of  bread,  flour,  and  live  stock,  to  be  imported  into  , 
Newfoundland  from  tlie  t^nlted  States,  at  all.  3.  He 
thinks  this  bill  will  be  a  precedent  for  the  future  intro- 
duction of  other  bills,  relative  to  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  West  India  islands,  and  for  excluding  all  their 
ships  from  certain  privileges  now  enjoyed  by  them  m 
virtue  of  the  navigation  acts,  and  for  the ,  Importation  ^ 
into  them  of  some  articles  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States.  4.  He  thinks  it  imprudent  to  agitate  the  mea- 
sure at  this  time,  because  there  were  five,  treaties  of  t 
coihinerce  pending— one  witb  America,   apotber  with 


382  JOHN  ADABlSr-JOIiN  JAY. 

Fraoce^  a  third  with  Spain,  a  fourth  with  Holland,  and  a 
fiflh  with  Ireland,  He  thinks  a  treaty  the  best  method ; 
and  had  even  rather  that  the  Privy  Council  should 
regulate  the  trade  by  proclamation,  than  Parliam^Dt 
by  bill.  This  is  the  most  sensible  observation,  in  the. 
whole  debate,  and  it  will  be  curious  to  see  how'tbejr 
will  get  over  it.  An  examination  of  witnesses  at  the 
bar,  and  a  debate  in  the  House  upon  a :  bill  or  a  treaty- 
regulating  the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  would  lay  open  all  their  mysteries  to  all 
their  rivals ;  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  especially  those 
they  dread  most,  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  colonies  both  oa 
the  continent  and  in  the  West  Indies,  would  profit  of  the 
information  so  much,  that  I  suspect  that  all  parties  will 
be  of  Mr. Aden's  mind,  and  authorize  the  King  to  treaty 
or  to  legislate  as  he  has  done,  by  proclamation.  The 
Irish  are  how  extremely  ignorant  of  America;  and,  although 
they  have  a  desire  to  trade  with  us,  ihey  know  not  how 
10  set  about  it;  such  a  debate  would  enlighten  them. 
The  inhabitants  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  have  now 
no  Idea  of  the  intentions  of  this  country  towards  thera. 
In  fact,  there'  is  nearly  as  much  jealousy  of  ihem,  of 
their  ships,  seamen,  fisheries,  oil,  rum,  population,  riches, 
povver,  as  there  is  of  ours ;  much  of  this  would  appear 
in  such  a  debate,  and  it  would  disgust  and  alienate  thpse 
colonies,  and  excite  in  them  a  desire  of  mdependeoce 
and  an  admission  into  the  American  confederation.  The 
French,  Dutch,  Germans — all  Europe,  in  short — are  as 
yet  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  our  commerce,  find  the  means  . 
of  making  it  profitable  to  themselves;  as  the  debate  in 
Parliament  are  published  in   all   the  foreign  gazettes. 
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rauqb  light  would  spread  through  Europe,  in  consequence 
of  a  parliamentary  discussion;  so  that  I  doubt  whether. 
Mr.  Pitt  will  iuing  in  any  bill  in  detail,  or  lay  before 
Parliao^ent  aqy  treaty,  unless  he  can  be  assured  it  will 
be  approved .  without  a  discussion.  If  he  does  any  thing 
moTje  than  revive  the  intercourse  act,  he  will  bripg«in  a 
bill  to  authorize^  the  Crown  to  make  a  treaty.  Yet  this 
hs^s  its  difficulty ;  for  the  Crown  claims  to  be  absolute  in 
all  treaties,  without  an  act  of  Parliament.  I  wish,  with 
all  my  soul,, there  may  be  an  ample  parliamentary  in- 
quiry and  debate,  because  it  would  operate  much  to  the 
honor  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  through  the 
world;  but  I  suspect  they  will  be  too  cunning  to  venture 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Eden  moved  to  discharge  the  order  of  2d  Feb- 
ruary, fox  Ijringing  in  the  bilk 

Mr,  Jenkinson  defended  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  made 
a  loos  speefb,  in  which  there  is  npthing  worth  remark- 
ing excepting  that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  instead  of 
wanting^  the  sai^e  articles  as  Newfoundland,  (i.  «.  bread, 
flour,  and  live  stock,}  were  rivers  of  the  American 
States  in  the-  exportation  of  them*  ,Tbis  was  so  gross, 
that  it  shocked  even  ^I^ord  North.  All  the  restofftfr. 
Jenkinspp's  speech  seemed  to  be  merely  calculated  to 
sound  the  principles  of  opposition. 

Lord  North  seconded  Eden's  motion^  but,  more  ef- 
peciencei^  and  cunning,  th^n  thjB  other,  Jip  determines 
that  nothing,  shall  be  drawn  out  of  him  , but  mischief. 
He  shoiild  now  confine  hinaself  to  .the-  tijle.  When  the 
bin  came  up,  he  would  more  maturely  reflect  on  the 
sul^eet,  and^give  h,is  opinion  accordingly'  The  bill  was 
merely  preparatory  to  many  .more*    It  would  be,  nec.^s- 
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sary  to  have  one,  if  this  passed,  for  Canada ;  another  for 
the  West  Indies,  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  &c.  His  Lord- 
ship would  not  either  affirm  or  deny  what  Mr.  Jenkinson 
had  thrown  out,  viz:  that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia 
were  rivals  of  the  American  States :  but  lumber  was  the 
principal  article  they  exported^  and  what  need  had  New- 
foundland of- lumber?  And  would  not  the  expression 
<<  his  Majesty's  European  dominions''  alami  Ireland,  our 
great  neiglibor  and  jealous  sister?  This  was  a  tender 
string.  The  Irish  Parliament  might  think  they  had  a 
right  to  be  consulted^  They  might  consider  the  bill  as 
a  law  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
regulation  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  that  she  has  no  power. 

Lord  Nortli's  aim,  in  short,  was  very  plain — to  excite  as 
many  parties  and  questions  as  possible,  and  reserve  lo 
himself  a  full  liberty  to  join  any  party  and  takfe  any  side 
which  should  afterwards  appear  to  be  against  the  Minis- 
ter. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  evidently  disappointed.  He  bad  missed 
his  aim*  He  had  drawn  out  no  declarations,  principles,  ' 
orx)pinions.  He  quarrels  with  Lord  North  for  attempt- 
ing to  stir  up  rebellion  in  Ireland  i  and  with  Eden,  for 
not  discussing  the  navigation  act,  and  showing  how  it  ap- 
plied to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  as  reserved  as  Lord  North ;  and  ^ven 
Lord  North,  afterwards,  that  he  might  be  completely 
equivocal,  retracts  what  he  had  said  about  Ireland,  and 
denies  that  be  bad  bbjected  to  the  words  '^  bis  Majesty's 
European  dominions." 

On  the  8th  of  February,  Mr.  Fox  thongbt  the  biH 
affected,  in  a  very  particul&r  manner,  the  coidmeiciial 
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r^uUtianti  of  ihis  cpuotry*  Ha  did  not  pQvie^ily  undar-  ^ 
siand  whether  U  wi^  to  l>e  ^  restrainiqgoran  Qpenin^bilL 
The  alteratiiw  agitaled  was,  perhap^^  one  of  the  n^o^t 
impoFta^t  ev(^r  pr<^osed  m  Parliam^t,  Some  genUemei^ 
apprf  beaded  it  wei^t  too  far,  while  othejra  are  ci  Qpimoo 
that  it  was  t.oo  cin^juQ^^ibed,  and  ought  to  proceed  to  a 
greater  ei^tegt*  It  ought  not  to  be  burri^.  Toaccpmr 
modate'every  description,  would,  he  presumed^  be  the  aim 
of  those  who  counteoanoed  siM^ha  proportion,  &c.  This 
list  was  a  ?ery  jii9t  observfiikNi,  Ibr  the  bill  is  mftoifeatly 
calculated  to  do  a  little  to  p}oase  all  parties,  but  opt 
^ough  for  any ,0019  to  satisfy  it;  it  was  contrived  so  qii 
purpose  to  dra^y  out  the  principles  and  ar^umeiits  pf  all 
sides ;  but  t|be  cunning  of  the  piirljaro^ntiiry  leaders  de^ 
feated  its  effect,  ^ 

Wf^tsofi,  the  aldermaa,  said  the  merchants  werp  e^- 
ceedin^y  anxious  to  J^n^w  whether  pr  not  they  wera  to 
seud  out  provisipos  and  other  articles  to  Newfoundland 
from. Britain.  Qn  the  other  h^nd,  it  was  verily  an  import* 
ant  ^uestion,^  whptber  the  provisions  of  the  bill  w^re  con^*, 
formable  to  the  navigation  act  or  not. 

On  February  9th,  Watson  moved  for  thP  e^anunatipn 
of  the  witQ^^ists ;  but  it  was  ppstponed* 

Qu  Ibe  I4th  Fel^uiwy,  Mr.  Pittoppps^s  the  <^xamiQ|^ 
lion  pf  witpesses  i>s  linqeoes^aryy  highly  ipipru^i^ra^d 
improper. 

Watspn  i^nted  wiitopssiss  Vf>  prove  the  i^eiiGapy  and 
inexpediency  of  the  bill.  It  was  sending  a  trade  .where 
it  wa^  upinwtpd^(i.  c.>  ^s  I  supppsei  to  the  Upited 
Stales,)  and  takmg  it  p^  of  thope  hmis  19  whiah  H 
wouW  ba  sarvipeabje  to  thp  wnstfy,  (i  A,  aa  I  mgp^mf 
out  of  tip  Irnads  of  jiba  iababitants  pf  Caaada  asfd 
Vol.  IV.— 25 
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Nova  ScQtia ;)  the  bill  was  annecessary.  Quebec  eoutcf 
supply  Newroundlancl ;  if  not,  England  couM;  and  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain  and  her  cofenies  should  not  be 
delivered  over  lo  a  foreign  power.  That  the  avcfrage 
prices  of  bread  and  flour  in  Great  Britain  bad  been  con- 
siderably cheaper  than  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  a  stated  number  of 
years. 

Mr.  Cruger  gave  Watson  a  direct  contradiction.  If  ne 
other  sources  of  supply  were  open  to  Newfoundland 
than  Quebec,  the}*-  must  starve.  He  reproaches  Watson 
with  interested  views,  and  aiming  at  a  monopoly.  That 
Quebec  was  supplied  last  year  from  Phiradel[^hta.  Bristol, 
and  other  ports  in  England,  had  supplied  Quebec  in  time 
of  war. 

Lord  North  observed,  as  there  appeared  two  assertions 
in  contradiction,  one  averring  that  Quebec  was  equal  to 
the  busitiess  of  supplying  Newfoundland,  the  other  pre- 
cisely the  contrary  ;  h  was  unnecessary  to  proceed  to  a 
more  minute  investigation,  and  to  an  examination  of  wit- 
nesses. 

Air.  Hpllsworth  said,  the  bill  was  a  kind  of  compromise 
between  the  merchants  of  London,  Poole,  and  Dartmouthy 
and  the  merchants  of  Canada.  Mr.  Fox  denied  it  to  be 
a  compromise  ;  because  one  party  was  satbfied,  and  the 
other  discontented.  He  was  for  a  hearing  at  the.  bar^ 
and  hoped  Admiral  Campbell's  evidence  Wbuld  have 
weight. 

Mr.  Jenldnson  avowed  that  the  evidence  before  the 
Privy  Council  had  been  flatly  contradictory ;  and  that  the 
bill  wa9  merely  an  experiment  to  pass  a  temporary  mea-^ 
sure  to  quiet  the  n^inds  of  all  concerned  for  seven  rarathB> 
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leaving  the  subject  open  for  subsequent  and  more  serious 
deliberation.  That  Canada  had  one  year,  ten  years  ago, 
exported  vast  quantities  of  flour,  but  from  that  time  had 
been  obhged  to  send  to  Philadelphia  to  buy  provisions. 
That,  in  fact,  Quebec  was  not  a  flour  country. 

Mr.  Pitt  presumed  that  an  unlimited  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  America  was  not  prohibited 
by  any  known  statute.  If  no  bill  passed,  a  much  larger 
field.of  competition  would  remain  open,,  which  would  ope- 
rate in  a  greater  degree  to  the  prejudice  of  the  merchants 
of  London,  Poole,  and^Dartmouth,  and  those  of  Canada. 
It  is  worth  while  to  remark  here  an  awkward  endeavor  to 
give  the  name  of  America  to  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
We  may  hear  more  of  this  hereafter. 

Eden  wanted  to  prove  that  Quebec  was  this  year  able 
to  supply  the  iSsheries  at  half  the  price  paid  last  year.  If 
Quebec  was  not  to  be  a  flour  country,  her  prospect  was 
melancholy  indeed;  for  the  disgraceful  destruction  of  all 
her  hopes  of  the  fur  trade,  by  the  prdvisional  articles,  had 
left  her  without  any  other  resource. 

He  contended  that  there  wais  not,  at  present,  any 
tfade  legally  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and 
the  colonies.  He  had  many  objections :  1st.  The  scar- 
city would  be  increased  by  the  uncertainty.  2d.  The 
freights  of  the  Britbb  nderchant  would  be  lessened,  and 
the  price  of  his  fish  must  be  raised.  3d.  li'acilities 
would  be  giVen  to  smuggling.  4th.  It  was  quitting  the 
old  policy,  and  encouraging  a  resident  inhabitancy  of 
Newfoundland.  5th.  He  was  unwilling  to  introduce 
systems  by  act  bf  Parliament  contrary  to  that  monopo- 
lizing system,  which,  however  described  by  theoretical 
writers/must  be  considered  as  the  rock  of  salvation  to* 
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this  coimtry,  uader  the  pressvi^  of  all  ber  ^bts  aiKl 
taxes.  , 

Lord  North  said  it  was  always  the  adfloitted  syslem  ef 
Qolodal  policy  that  the  inother  country  should,  as  fat  as 
possible,  monopolize  the  supplying  of  her  ccdpnies ;  that, 
whenever  a  necessity  arose  of  deviating  irom  this  princi- 
ple, the  qnusprolHindi  lay  on  those  who  >aUeged  such  ne- 
cessity to  subsist. 

Mr.  J.  liUtfrell  said  that  monopolies  had  always  been 
prpjudieial  to  Newfoundland  ;  it  was  requisHe  that  every 
source  of  supply  should  be  opened. 

Watson  said  (falsely,  however,)  that  France  had  done 
the  direct  contrary  to  that  which  the  bill  proposed,  in 
respect  to  her  Wes(  India  islands  ;  that  the  bill  would  be 
the  means  of  bringing  rum  to  Newfimndlai^  distSled  from 
IVench  molasses,  and  tliat  it  would  be  impossible  to 
prevent  its  being  sno^ugglecl;  that,  unless  the  English 
had  a  market  for  their  rum,  the  estates  in  ihe  West 
Indies  could  not  be  worked.  Here,  I  presume,  one 
principal  secret  comes  out :  the  principal  iBotivo  of  the 
bill  was  to  exclude  New  £ngladd  ruifi  from  Newfound- 
land; this  rum,  distilled  in  the  United  Stales  out  of 
French  molasses,  is  con^dered  as  ^benefiting  two  rivals 
at  once,  and,  there&re,  w^  do  not  see  any  man  of  any 
party  in  this  debate  even  hinting  any  ttung  in  favor  of 
it. 

Mr.  Beaufoy,  who  is  supposed  to  he  in  the'cor^dence 
of  Mr.  Pii;t,  closes  this  debate  in  a  long  speech,  which 
contains  more  argument  and  more  knowledge  oi  the 
subject  than  fjl  the  rest.  His  first  ai^umeot  is,  that  the 
bill,  upon  Watjson's  Qwn  ground,  is  peculiarly  fonnedio 
defend  the  interests  of  the  West  India  islands  and  fw* 


cect  (heir  eommeree,  because  it  aorroWs  and  tkcvm-^ 
scribes  t^  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Mewfi^odknd.  He  does  not  speak  out  like  Watso^i 
but  he  means  that  New  England  rum  is  eiEcluded  bj 
the  bilL  His  next  argument  is,  that  the  bill  is  expe- 
dient, because  the  intercourse,  without  it)  would  be  un- 
limited^ as  the  cUetom-house  officers  at  Newfoundland 
had  then  na  right  to  demand  t  manifest  or  eenifieale 
fi^om  a  vessel  arriving  from  a  foreign  port,  add  the  United 
States  were,  by  proclamation  and  treaties,  known  to  be 
foreign  ports ;  British  ti'eaties  be'mg  taws  of  the  land; 
'  He  next  examines  Watson's  matim,  that  all  inter- 
eourse  between  the  Unitdd  Statds  and'  Newfoundland 
should>  be  strictly  prohibited,  lest  it  should  be  the 
metos  of  introducing  the  rum  of  New  England  as  a 
rival  of  West  India  rum  ;  and  he  shows  that  the:  loss  tx^ 
the  island^  can  be  but  trifling^  compared  with  the  loss  to 
the  fishcirman,  if  the  intereoorse  should  be  prohibited^  ; 

He  asserts  that  the  fisherman  can  have  no  resource  in 
No?a  Scotia,  which  does  not  produce  a  sufficiency  of 
food  for  its  own  people,  but  depends  for  supply  on  the 
United  States.  Ca^da,  for  some  years,  (^m  be  no  re- 
sottice ;  besides  that,  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrenee,.  in  wmtet 
aind  spring,  when  ike  wants  >of  Newfoundland  tre  great- 
est,^ is  boand  up  in  frost.  The  occnpatieo  of  fishermen 
is  of  little  benefit  to  themselves,  but  of  infinite  a<tvan- 
tllge  to-theti^^sountry ;  miserable,  at  the  b^si  of  times,  h» 
the  subsisience  they  obtatn^  but  valuable^  indeed,  are 
the  returns  4hey  make  to  the  kingdom — not  less^  than  half 
e  million  a  y^air— nhoi^h  this  forms  kit  a  sqiaK  part  of 
their  importance ;  for^  next  to  the  coasctng  tradie,  theirs 
it  the  greenest  fiursery  fer  seamien  }  hundreds  ol  new  men 
are  sent  out  to  this  school  every  year. 
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Allow  yoMr  Mermen,  says  he,  the  right  of  purcbasr 
iDg  their  corjD  at  a  fair  market,  instead  of  that  of  » 
moQopolisty  and  you  will  find  ibat,  as  far  as  fbreigo 
matkets  are  concerned}  they  will  soon  be  established 
on  the  rtiin*.  of  every  other.  The  French  havQ  never 
more  than  supplied  the  consumption  of  thejr  own  mar^ 
ket.  (He  should  have  known  that  they  have  ne|ver 
done  this;  they  have  oever  supplied  their  own  West 
Indies,  and  that  whenever,  by  British  folly,  they  shaU 
be  enabled  to  do  it,  they  will  easily  establish  their  fishery 
on  the  ruins  of  that  of  Great  Briuin.)  The  Americans, 
excluded  from  the  West  Indies,  find  their  fisheries  rapid- 
ly declining,  having  no  other  considerable  market  fin 
their  dam&ged  fish.  They  must  advance  the  price  of 
their  best  fish  so  far  that  they  cannot  long  contest  with 
us  the  possession  of  the  Spanish,  or  Italian,  or  any  other 
foreign  market.  The  American  fishermen  are  seeking 
a  refuge  from  poverty  in  the  dominions  of  Britain.  Bat 
if  we  consign  our  fisheries  to  the  avarice  of  the  mono- 
polist, they  will  fly  firom  distress  to  other  employments 
or.  other  employers. 

I  hav^  attempted  this  hasty  abridgment  of  the  debate, 
because,  it  deserves  the  critical  attentbn  of  every  man 
in  Anierica.  The  United  States  may  learn  from  it 
their  own  duty.  The  cunning  both  of  administration 
and  opposition  restrained  them  from  opening  fairly  their 
opinions.  But  thus  much  appears  too  plainly,  viz:  that 
ijio  man  of  any  ps^rty  had  the>5ourage  to  declare  himself 
for  an  opep,  free,  and,  unlimited  trade  between  itbe  United 
-States  and  any  of  the  British  dominions  in  America. 
Mr.  Pitt,  andj  indeed,  the  administration  at  the  bead  of 
which  lie  b,  declare  themselves  against  a  total  prohibi* 
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tioD  of  intercourse;  but  tbey  have  dis^yered  by  this 
ibili  an  inctimttbD  to  confine  it  to  so  few  articles,  and  to 
'exchide  so  many  others,  that  the  United  States  can 
never  consent  to  the  plan,  but  must  prohibit  in  their 
^urn  the  few  articles  and  the  narrow  intercourse  permitted 
by  the  English. 

In  shiest,  Sir,  every  article,  which  can  support  a  ship- 
wright,' a  ship,  a  seaman,  a  whaleman,  a  codfisherman, 
arum  disttUery,  or  a  sugar-hoise,  appears  to  be  struck 
out  with  the  malice  of  murderers^  and  a  settled  plan  to 
ihtpe  us  out  of  aH  our  carrying  trade;  the  carriage  of 
oar  own  produce,  as  well  as  theirs,  appears  to  have  been 
decidedly  adopted  by  the  present  Ministry ;  und  no  party, 
no  man,  has  yet  dared  to  decbre  himself  of  another 
opinion; 

If  the  United  States  submit  to  it,  they  will  deserve  to 
be  the  contetnpt  of  the  wodd  and  of  posterity.  The 
Ma^acbusetts  aiid  New  Hampshire  have  done  themselves 
great  honor  all  over  Europe  by  the  proofs  they  have 
given  of  their  feelings  kad  intelligence ;  and  I  hope  they 
will  persevere  in  their  acts,  even  although  they  should 
a^nd  alone,  and  be  supported  by  simikr  acts  in  no  other 
State.^  Thb,  however,  is  in  Europe  universally  sup^ 
posed  to  be  impossible;  it  is  universally  expected  that 
most  of  the  other  States  will  do  the  same  immediately, 
and  all  of  them  ere  long. 

I  know  not,  Sir,  what  Mr.  Tem{de  may  have  authority 
to  say  to  Congress ;  but  I  hope  they  will  not  be  lulled  by 
any  general  expressions  of  good^wilL  I  know,  Sir,  that 
tfaere  is  an  absolute  impossibiltty  ot  our  obtaining  a  rea- 
sonable relief  (o  our  commerce  from  this  country.   There 
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isDOOtbtf  question  left  for  us  to  det^iDme  tbao  Uiis: 
W31  yoo  see  all  your  shipping,  seamen,  and  conuneltie 
taken  fioni  you,  and  become  a  nation  of  mere  busbawi* 
men,  fleeced  akuost  at  pleasure  by  rapacious  foreign  fac- 
tors ;  or  will  you  be  your  own  carriers  ?  Threats,  prophe- 
cies, reasonings,  with  whatever  delicacy  or  fkWl  they 
might  be  urged,  even  although  yourself.  Sir,  were  here 
to<  enforce  them,  would  have  little  efiect.  The  deed 
most  be  done ;  you  must  prdiibil  and  exdudd  in  your 
tarn,  and  confine  your  exports  to  your  own  shijte,  or  at 
least  exclude  the  ships  of  CSreat  Britain.  When  they 
actually  see  six  or  seven  hundred  of  their  own  ship» 
thrown  out  of  their  employ,  they  will  begin  to  coesider 
how  their  navigation  is  affected.  Nobody  doubts  the 
ability  of  every  State,  from  Maryland  inclusively  north* 
ward,  to  furnish  ships  for  its  own  exports ;  and  if  the 
States  to  the  southward  of  Chesapeake  casnot  procure 
ships  imihediately,  the  other  States  will  soon  be  aUe  to 
famish  them.  Nothing  will  ever  be  done  here,  iratil  thb 
measure  is  adopted  by  the  United  States.  If  At  M'mis* 
try,  in  the  next  winter  sessbn,  should  bring  in  a  bill  upc» 
such  a  plan  as  America  desires,  they  would  not  be  aUe  to 
earry  it  dirougfa  Parliament.  Why  ?  Because  the  na- 
tional prejudice  in  favor  of  their  navigation  act  is  so 
strong,  and  the  oecesity  of  rekxing  it  does  not  appear ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  think  it  certain  there  is  no  Beces* 
sity,  because  we  cannot  unite  in  laws  and  measures 
whidi  would  make  one. 

By  the  best  judgment  I  ciua  form,  the  posts  upon  l3m 
frontiers  wtQ  never  be  evacuated,  nor  tte  Maryland  stock 
recovered,  not  the  Rhode  Island  demand  satisfiwiy  nor 
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the  negroes  paid  for,  while  there  remains  in  force 'a  vote 
of  any  assembly  suspending  process  for  the  recovery  of 
Brtti^  debts. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  See, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  are  the  American  intercourse  act,  and 
the  Newfoundland  and  American  trade  act. 


.  FROtt   JOHN   ADAM^    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Grosvehor  Square,  Westminster,  October  27,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
.  Yesterday,  at  the  levee  at  St.  James's,  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen  came  to  me,  and  told  roe  that  he  should  de- 
liver those  papers  i  had  commonicated  to  him,  relative  to 
the  correi^pondence  betweei!i  Crovernpr  BowdoiB  and 
Gaptain  Stanhopp,  to  Lord  Howe,  in  whose  department 
it  was  to  consider  isuch  things.  His  iiordship  added,  that 
h6  thought  some  of  ^e  letters  extrem0ly  improper  in  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war  to  a  Governor  ;^nd  tbiit  he  had 
carefully  e^amii^d  the  letters  of  the  Governor  to  see  if 
there  was  any  thing  which  c^ld  have  given  ocdtsion  td^ 
them  or  exoused  them ;  bbt  that  he  couldfind  nothing.  I 
suppose,  from  tlnsinformation,  tnat  the  captain's  letters  will 
b^  disapproved  at  Court,  as  tbtey  ^re  fanefaHy  by  ratea 
of  s^se;  although  some  of  John  Bull's  ohildj^n,  who, 
cannot  or  wiUnot  distinguish  between  t/Z  mture  or  itt 
mmmtrs  and  spirU^  applaud  them. 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADA14S. 


394  JOHN  ADAMS-nJOHN  JAY. 

FROM  JOHN  JAY   TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

New  York,  December  5,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you 
a  Copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  respecting  Mr.  Temple. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  proper  one.  In  my  opinion, 
our  public  conduct  should  be  just  and  liberal  on  the  on^ 
hand,  but  firm  and  decided  oh  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
December  22,  1785. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 

of  Foreign  Affairs,  t6  whom  was  referred  his  letter  of 

the  a4th  November  to  his  Excelleilcy  the  President, 

with  Mr.  J.  Temple's  commission,  having  reported : 

That  John  Temple,  Esquire,   has  presented   to  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled  a  commission  in 

due  form,  bearing  date  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  from 

his  Britannic  Majesty,  constituting  and  appointing  him 

the  Consul  General  of  his  said  Majesty  in  these  Sutes. 

That  there  is  a^  yet  no  commercial  treaty  or  conventioa 

subsisting  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 

States,  whereby  either  has  a  perfect  right  to  establish 

Consuls  in  the  dominions  of*  the  other,  but  that  amicabte 

negotiations  for  that,  and  oiher  reciprocal  privileges,  are 

now  depending.    That,  although  the  issue  of  those  ne- 

gotiations  is  as  yet  uncertain,  it  will  nevertheless  be  pro* 
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per  for  the  Uoited  States,  on  this  and  ei^ry  other  occasion, 
to  observe  as  great  a  degree  of  liberality  as  may  consist 
with  a  due  regard  to  their  national  honor  and*  welfare ; 
therefore, 

Re$olvedy  That  the  said  John  Temple,  Esquire,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  received  and  recognised  as  Consul  Gen- 
eral of  his  Britannic  Majesty  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  that  his  commission  be  registered  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office. 

Reiohcd,  That  all  the  privileges,  pre-eminences,  and 
authority,  which  the  law  of  nati^s  and  of  the  land  give 
to  a  Con^l  General  received  by  the  United  States  from 
any  nation  with  whom  they  have  no  commercial  treaty  or 
convention,  are  due  to  the  said  John  Temple,  and  shall  be 
enjoyed  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  certified  copies  of  the  above  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  difl^rent  States, 
for  their  information. 

I'ROM   JOliN   JAY    TO   JOHN    ADAMS ^ 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     } 
Januarys,  1786,  J 

;  /      -  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  31st  December,  from 
Mr.  Temple  to  me,  which  I  laid  before  Congress. 
They  have  been  pleased  to  direct  that  you  communi- 
cate it  to  his  Britannic  Majesty;  that  you  inform  him 
that  the  complaint  stated  in  it  being  in  general  terms, 
and  unsupported  by  any  particular  facts  or  evidence, 
they  do  not  think  it  i^cessary  or  proper  to  take  any 
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measiires  in  eonsoquenee  of  it ;  «id  that  you  w$upe  lam 
ibaty  as  it  is  their  det^rmiaatioa  the  treaty  of  peace  shall 
be  punctually  observed  l^  thehr  dtizens,  and  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  shall  enjoy  here  all  the  rights  which  fKend* 
ly  aod  civilized  nations  claim  from  each  other/ so  they 
will  always  be  ready  to  hear  every  complaiiit  which  may 
appear  to  be  well  iounded,  and  to  redress  such  of  them  » 
on  investigation  shall  prove  to  be^o. 

This  communication  will  give  you  an  opportumty  of  re- 
marking that  tlie  office  of  Consul  General  does  not  extend 
to  matters  of  this  kind,  neither  the  rights  of  commerce  nor 
of  navigation  being  in  question;  and,  therefore)  that  it  WM 
delicacy  towards  his  Majesty,  rather  than  a  sease  of  the 
propri^y  of  such  an  application  from  a  Ck»S6ul  General, 
which  induced  Congress  to  treat  it  with  this  mark  of  at-^ 
lentioQ. 

•  It  would,,  perhaps,  be  well  to  pdrsue  the  sufa^t ;  to  in- 
timate the  expediency  as  well  as  propriety  of  sending  a 
Minister  here,  and,  if  circumstances  should  so  dictate,  to 
accompany  it  with  assurances  that  Congress  expect  a  Min- 
ister, and  are  ready  to  receive  and  treat  him  in  a  manner 
CQUsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  his  Sovereign. 

The  advantage  alluded  to  in  one  of  your  letters,  if  no 
tHher,  would  result  from  such  an  appointment,  viz :  That 
the  British  Court- would  then  probaUy  reeerve  a  more  ac- 
curate represeHtatioKi  of  adirs  in  this  country  than  they 
vsfe  at  present  supplied  with  by  men  who  write  and  speak 
more  as  their  wishes  and  feelings  than  as  truth  aid  koow^ 
ledge  dictate. 

I  have  th&hooeir  to  be,  tec, 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  YeuB  letters  of  the  Solkmiatg  ibtos  «re  reoeived, 
viz :  15th,  l7th,  Slst,  35th,  and  S7th  October  last. 
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Riport  of  Secretary  Jay  rdative  to  iht  execution  of 
offieitd  duties  in  Ortat  Britain. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
January  31,  1786.3 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 

of  Foreign  A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  bis  letter  of 

38th  December,  1785^  enblosiog  Mr.  Adams's  of  the 

15tfa,  17th,  31st,  2&h,  and  d7tfa  October  last,  reports  : 

That,  in  his  opinkm,  it  should  be 

Retohedy  That  Congress  approve  of  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Adams  appears,  ftom  his  several  letters^  to 
have  executed  the  duties  of  his  legation  to  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  they  are  greatly  pleased  with 
the  diligence,  attention,  and  iotelligence  he  has  manifest* 
ed  therein. 

Residvedf  That  ways  and  means  should  be  seasonably 
devised  for  placing  such  further  fimds  m  Europe  as  will 
probably  be  necessary  as  well  for  the  ^support  of  the 
public  servants  there,  as  &f  supplying  any  deficiency  in 
the  sum  apipropriated  for  the  negotiations  with  the  Bar* 
bary  powers. 

Ordiredf  That  this  resolution  be  refierred  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  report. 

From,  the  tenor  and  complexioQ  of  all  Mr.  Adams's 
letters,  it  appears  evident  to  your  Secretary : 

lat.  That  general  and  fuU  powers  to  reguUte  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  both  jfeveign,  and  domestic, 
sboold  be  vested,  in  Congress. 

3d.  That  tlie  United  States  should  be  put  Jo  a  very 
respeeuUe  posture  of  defence,  by  fcunning  ample  maga- 
zines of  o^ary  scores,  and  by  having  a  coasideraMe 
fm  ^  the  militia  ahvays  iWeH  paepared  to  take  the  field. 


398  JOHN  AOAMS-JOHN  JAY. 

3(1.  That  proper  measures  should  he  devised  to  cause 
a  punctual  compliance  withi  and  payment  of^  the  requisi- 
tions of  Congress,  and  to  prevent  unconstitutional  dis- 
memberments of  any  of  the  States,  which,  manifestly 
tending  to  weaken  the  force  and  impair  the  Union,  by 
creating  domestic  cpoftention  and  affinrding  objects  for 
foreign  manoeuvres,  are  highly  impolitic. 

4ih.  That  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  Court  of  France  the  exact  state  of  the 
United  States  with  Gredt  Britain,  relative  to  the  posts ; 
to  urge  the  guaranty  of  France,  as  a  reason  for  thrir 
friendly  interference ;  and  to  ascertain  how  far  the  United 
States  may  expect  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  good 
offices  and  aid  on  that  subject. 

5th.  That,  pursuant  to  the  8th  article  in  the  treaty 
with  France,  it  would  be  proper  to  request  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  good  offices  with  the  Barbary  pow- 
ers, to  promote  the  present  negotiations  with  them. 

Your  Secretary  is  also  induced  to  belielve,  as  well  from 
conversations  with  Mr.  Gardoqui  as  from  Mr.  Carroi- 
chael's  letter,  that  Spain  would,  if  applied  to,  very  sincere* 
ly  endeavor  to  exert  her  influence  with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Wherefore,  he 
thinks  that  application  should,  be  made  to  bis  Catholic 
Majesty  for  that  purpose. 

Your  Secretary  sees  many  good  conseipiences  that 
might  result  from  communicating  Mr.  Adams's  letters  to 
the  Executives  of  the  different  States^  and  aocompany- 
ing  them  with  a  letter  from  Congress  urging  the  neces»- 
ty  of  ordering  all  the  general  concerns  of  the  Union  by 
a  stable,  weU-digested  system ;  and,  to  that  end,  of  dele- 
cting such  powers  as  may  be  adequate  to  the  great 
objects  of  duly  regulating  the  commerccj  protecting  the 
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Union,  and  of  drawing  forth  and  directing  its  resources^ 
both  of  wealth  and  power,  as  exigencies  may  require. 
Your  Secretary,  nevertheless,  has  great  doubts  of  the 
prudence  of  communicating  Mr.  Adams's  letters^  lest 
copies  of  them  should  return  to  England,  and  place  him 
there  in  a  situation  neither  agreeable  to  himself  nor 
advantageous  to  the  public. 

Your  Secretary  has  reason  to  believe  that  too  much  of 
their  contents  has  already  slipped  out,  he  having  been  late- 
ly told  by  a  peteoo,  who  ought  not  to  have  had  such  inform 
mation,  that  Mr.  Adams  bad  wi-itten  that  the  situation  of 
the  British  debts  was  made  an  objection  to  the  evacuation 
of  our  posts.  He  is,  however,  of  opinion,  that  a  letter 
from  Congress  cautiously  stating  (be  general  stale  of  our 
affairs,  and  strongly  impre3sipg  the  necessity  of  efficiency 
and  vigor  in  the  Federal  Government,  would  be  very 
expedient. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report   of  John  Jar/y  on  a  reference  of  his  report  of 
3l$t  January  last. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     > 
March  22,  1786.  J 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  his  report  of 
3Ist  January  last,  on  certain  letters  from  Mr.  Adams, 
in  order  that  he  might  prepare  draughts  of  the  instruc- 
tions therein  proposed,  rep<»*ts :  ■  " 
That,  in  his  opinioB,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
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the  United  States  at  tlie  Court  of  Ver»^Iles  sbould  be 
instructed  in  manner  following,  viz : 
Sir, 

It  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  you  rejpresent  to 
his  Most  Christian  Maj^ty  tbat^  by  the  eleventh  artkJe 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  said  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,  they  guaranty  to  each  other  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  two  parties  guaranty,  rautnaily,  from  the  present 
time  and  (brever,  against  all  other  pQwers,  to  wit :  The 
United  States  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  the  present 
possessions  of  thie  Crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well 
as  those  whicli  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of 
p^lftce.;  and  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  guaranties  on  his 
part,  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty,  sovereignty,  and 
independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  ^ell  in  matters 
of  government  as  commerce,  and  also  their  possessions, 
and  the  additions  dr  conquests  that  their  confederation 
may  obtain  dgring  the  war,  from  any  of  the  dominions 
now  or  heretofore  possessed  by  Great  Britain  in  North 
America,  conibrmable  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles 
above  written ;  the  whole,  as  their  possessions  shall  be 
fixed  and  assured  to  the  said  States  at  the  moment  of 
the  cessation  of  their  present  war  with  England. 

That  the  United  States  consider  all  the  countries, 
dominions,  and  territorial  rights,  aseertaioed  and  assured 
to  them  at  the  conclusion  of  the. late  war,  by  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  them  and  Great  Britain,  to  be  com- 
prehended within  the  terms  and  the  .  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  guaranty. 

That,  among  otber  obstacles  to  their  full  and  perfect 
enjoyment  of  the   said  countries  and  territorial  rights^ 
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Great  Bdtaia  cc^tinues  to  withhold  from  them  the  pos- 
sejBsioa  of  their  frontier  posts  and  places  oecupied  by 
them  during  the  late  vmr,  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Unhed  States^  as  ascertained  and  fixed  bj  the  said  treaty 
€fi  peace,  although  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  said 
treaty  it  was  stipulated  and  Agreed  that  his  Britannic 
Majesty  should,  with  all  convenient  speed,  withdraw  all 
bis  armies  and  garrisons  from  the  said  United  States,  and 
from  every  post  and  place  wrthin  the  same,  &c.  That,  as 
near  three  years  have  since  elapsed,  the  United  States 
consider  the  detention  of  those  >posts  and  places  as  being 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty>  and  inconsistent  with 
the  good  faith  with  which  it  ought  to  have  been  ob- 
served, f'     ' 

'  That  they  have,  by  their  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, remonstrated  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  that  no  satisfactory  answer  has  as  yet  been  given 
to  them.  ^  V 

That,  from  the  defensive  state  in  which  those  posts  and 
places  are  kepc,  as  well  as  from  the  number  of  fences  sta- 
tkoied  in  the  Proyioce  of  Quebec,  the  intention  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  to  evacuate  them  has  become  problem- 
atical. 

That,  b^iog  thus  ctceomstanced,  the .  United  Statist 
think  it  their  duty  to  lay  these  t^cis  heiixe  their  good 
friend  and  ally,  and  to  request  that^  in  the  first  .instance, 
he  will  be  pleased  to  join  with  them  in  making  such  fur- 
ther remonstninces  to  his.  Britannic  Majesty  a^  it  is  to  be 
hoped  may  reader  any  less  pacific  proceedings  ummces- 
sary. 

That  the  confideqce  which  the  United  States  repose  in 
the  justice  aind  good  faith  of  his  Majesty  leaves  then)  no 
Vol.  IV.— 26 
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rpoiD  to  doubt  of  his  readiness  to  join  with  iheoi  id  die 
m^surie  proposed;  and,  therefore,  that  they  b*Te  instnioted 
their  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Loudon,  us  soou  as  be 
shall  be  informed  thereof,  to  confer  freely  hud  fuMy  with 
his  Majesty's  Miobter  at  tlie  sauie  Ciourt,  and,  in  concert 
with  him,  to  make  such  remonstrance  on  the  subject  tot 
las  Britannic  Majesty, as  they  may  jokitly  think  most  ex-? 
pedient  and  conformable  to  their  respective  instructions. 

It  is  also  the  pl^istire  of  Congress  ihat  you  Tepresent 
to  bis  Most  Chrfatian  Maje^y, 

That,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  subsisting  between  him  and  the  United 
States,  it  is  stipulated  that  '^  the  Mdst  Christian  King 
will  employ  his  good  offices  and  interposition  with  the 
King  or  Emperor  of  Mcnrocco  or  Fez^;  the  Regencies  of 
Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  or  with  any  of  them  ;  and 
also  with  every  other  Prince,  State,  or  Power  of  the 
coast  of  Barbery  in  Africa,  and  the  subjects  of  the  said 
King,  En^peror,  .^tates,  and  Powers,  and  each  of  them, 
it)  order  to  provide  as  fidly  and  efficarcioudy  as  posaiUe 
for  ihe  benefit,  oonvenienee,  and  safety  of  the  said  United 
States,  at^d  each  of  them,^  their  subjects,  ;p:^)ple,  and  in- 
habitants, and  their  vessels  and  ejSects,  against  all  vio* 
lende,  insults,  atttacks,  or  depredations  on  the  part  of  ^e 
said  Princes  and  States  of  Barbary,  or  their  subjects*" 

That  ihe  United  States  have  found  it  necessary  to 
commence  Deviations  with  the  abovenamed  powers, 
for  the  purpose  of  ibrming^uch  treaties  andaavangeoieiEts 
with  thieiii  ^  may  prevent  their  committing  ai^y  fatuje 
depredations  on  the  American  vessels  and  trade« 

iYou  are^  communicate  to  his  -MajiKaty  an  exact  state 
of  the  fiiieaatti^  t^eja  for  that  purpose,  and  to  nequest. 


^hat  b^  wiQ,  Qgreeatfty  to  tW  Slid  aitide,  iiaev{)08e  faU 
inm^lymi^ni  good  offices topromote  thelisciccisss of  tbose 
nQgeHi«tipbs^;{,wfaieb  yiagotiatioBs  Mr.  AdaiiHS.aiid.y^uwtil 
•QOQdMet  'm  ^mb  :a  fR«atier  ss  you  aadifae  nay  ihiidc  best 
oalcqlated  to  give. t^om  all  the  nlvftBtage  that  can  result 
from  )m  Mijfi3ty 's  miecpos]tk)tt.v 

YjDUr  Secretary  Airther  reports,  thai  the  Cbarg6  d' Af- 
faires at  the  Court  of  Spain  should  be  instructed  as  fol- 
lows, via  : 

It  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  you  pres^ent  tbeir 
thanks  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  for  the  very  friendly  man- 
ner in  ^hi<[}b  he  interposed  bis  good  offices  with  tbe  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  in  behalf  of  the  American  vj^ssel  and 
crew  qiiptiired  by  one  of  the  cor^ijcs,  las  well  a«  for  the 
kind  disp(>gitjpn  he  fbas  expre^iSpd  pf  bisrei^diness  p  po» 
mote  a  good  upd^t^pding'betw^a  the  TJnited  Sfates^nd 
that  Prk^ce. 

You  will  QQmrounAcate  to  his  Myeity  that  Congress 
have  take^i^is^^ures  for  negotiating  a  permanent  peace 
with  the  Emperor,  an^  that  they  would  esteem  them- 
selves greatly  obliged  by  his  Majesty's  endeavors  to  pro- 
mote the  success  of  the  negotiations,  by  exerting  his  in- 
fluence at  thstt  Courf  in  thekr  favor/ 

Yo*  wUl  assure  j)is  M«j^sty  that  his  friendly  attention 
to  the  United  States  will  always  make  a  correspondent 
iay)reiEffiq»  on  t^i^-^nd  tb»t  tbty  iwUjdsraysbe  happy 
tO:ei;)9^^i;aiC«  eviei^y  ^eif^ioo  Qfi|«fllifytltg,«|ie.iff»et|ie)r  en- 
teJ^ajpi9Ctt,;^$r]Kv^l  ,i^s  lof  m^iaif^aibgitfa^iriin^  .di^qpo^ 
sijppi^lip ^unfi^ftl^t^d^riatians.bjr Ite  stimigesdities  ef i»a«- 
ti^  ,^%Moii;^  T^rof^jgfiteMlage. 

Yjjjwr  Se^e^9^rt^||0s^tto  ]ib«cty.ii£  #bmrfi^ 
4heir  High  Mistinesses  have  i^eed^  by  the  23d  article 
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of  the  treaty  betweea  them  and  the  United  States,  to 
second  and  aid  the  negotiations  of  the  latter  v^ilh  the  Af*" 
rican  piratical  Stares,  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  h6  proper 
for  Congress  to  avail  themselves  of  this  article,  and  apply 
to  their  High  Mightbesscs  accordingly. 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY, 


FROM   JOHN   JAr  TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  AfiUis,     7 
December  2d,  1785.  j" 

Sir, 
Tour  Excellency  will  receive,  herewith  encbsed,  a 
letter  to  me  of  21st  instant,  from  Mr.  Temple,  who  is 
desirous  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  pass  a  reso- 
lution that  may  remove  the  difficulties  stated  in  it, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   J.    TEMELE    TO   JOHN   iAY. 

New  Ybrk,  Decem!?er  21, 1785. 
Sr,  ^ 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
King,tny  Sovereign,  that  fiivers  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
or  loyali^,  who  had  property  and  outstanding  debts  in 
these  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war,  (and  to 
whom  his  Majesty?s  benevolence  and  bounty  are  now 
about  to  extend,  commensiirate  with  their  real  losses,) 
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have  met  With  great  trouble  aaddiffiecilty  in  obtatning,  and 
in  some  instancy.  faa?e  been  totally  refused,  sach  office 
copies  from  tbe  public  records  and  paperras  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  substantiate  their  claims  before  a 
bpard  of  commissioners  appointed  to  receive  and  examine 
rt»  same ;  will  yon  ^ve  me  leave  to  iseqaest  of  you  to  be 
so  obliging  as  to  mo^«  the  honorable  Congress  of  these 
United  States  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  to 
do  thereupon  as  in  their  wisdom  and  justice  may  appear  to 
be  fit  and  proper  upon  the  occasion,  so tis  that  said  ioyaKsts 
or  sufferers,  or  their  attorneys,  may  have  access  to  the  pub- 
lic records ^nd  papers  in  the  several  States,  (upon  paying 
tlie  lawful  or  usual  f«es  of  office,)  in  the  same  made  and 
ihalmerira  the  stibjedts  of  Ihe  United  Statieisare  permitted 
or  ac6«stomed  to  have. 

i  have  the  lionor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  TEMPLE. 

[The  letter  from  Mr;  Temple,  vws  referred  to  tbe  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Affairs  to  report  an  tbe  prepoety  of 
the  applicatkm,  and  expcMiency  pf  a.  reply ;  >  in  ooosa- 
quenceof  wbich  referttaee,  the  Secretary,  niade  tbe  foll(»v- 
Mg  report:] 

Office  for  Foreign  Aflairs,     > 
December  31, 1785.  y 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Depari- 

jment  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  "whom  was  referred  a  letter 

to  him  of  the  21st  instant,  from  tbe  Consul  General  of 

his  Britannic  Majesty,  representing  that  certain  persons, 

•called  loyalists,  had   found  difficulties  in  obtaining,  and 

in  some  instances  been  refused,  office  copies  of  public 
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reconh  Bi  the  XJmdtd  Slates,  and  desiring  the  interpositioi^ 
of  CoQgresSy  &c.  reports  :^-That,  m  his  opwioB,  yoar  Se^ 
eret^ry  diottld  write  a  ktter~  of  the  fdUowiftg  tesov  to  Mn 
Achtns. 

fSee  Miter  to  Mr.  Adams^page  a9&.] 

Your  Secretary  is  forther  ef  opinion,  that  he  sfaoofii 
wrilie  the  followiigig  answer  to  Mr*  Templets  letter,  tiz  : 

Sir^ 

i  took  the  earKest  opportunity^  after  ibe  meeting  of 
Congress^  to  lay  your  -letler  of  31st  DecembeF  before 
them. 

They  have  ordered  a  copy  of  it  A^  be  traosmiued  «> 
thek  Mbister  at  the  C<>urt'of  Lipndon>  witl^  dtitoouoaa  to^ 
communieate  it  to  his  Britannic  JJIaje&ty  ;  to  infoi'sa  him 
that  the  complaint  stated  in  it  heing  m  general  terms,  and 
unsupported  by  any  particular  i&cts  or  evidence,  they  do* 
not  ttiink  it  necessai^  or  proper  to  take  any  measures  in 
eoDseqiience  of  it ;  and  to  assure  him  that  as  it  is  their 
deteiuif^ation  the  treaty  of  peaee  shall  be  poneiuatty  ob^ 
serrvd  by  their  oitii!ens>  and  that  his  Maji»cy's  subjeoti 
shall  here  enjoy  all  the  rights  which  friendly  and  eivilbed 
nations  claim  from  each  other,  so  they  wiH  afways  be 
ready  to  hear  every  complaint  which  may  appear  to  be 
well-founded,  and  to  redress  such  as  on  invest^igation  shalt 
prove  to  be  so*  .  ^ 

I  I^ave,  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

John  Temple,  Esq.  Cpnsul  General,  &c. 

^'  Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  regorU^ 
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FROM    JOHN   JJkT   TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

New  York,  February^  1T66. 
I>ear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  written  tlie2dult«  I  aoknowledged 
the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  16tb,  I7th,  21st,  25th, 
and  S7tb  Ootober  last;  no  others  bare  since  arrived. 
All  those,  as  well  tts  the  letters  which  accompanied 
your  draught  with  Gi^at  Britain,  together  with  my  re- 
ports in  iaTor  of  them  and  of  that  draug;ht,  are  uadvr  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  asd,  as  yet,  have  produced  do 
bstructioBS  to  you  on  the  Bubjeets  of  them.  So  much 
ittmeiias  elapsed  since  nine  States  were  represented  ia 
Congress,  that  many  importaat  matters  still  lie  undiy- 
cussed  and  undecided. 

I  herewith  enclose  two  copies  of  a  report  of  Secretary 
Thompson,  of  2d  January,  which  will  afibrd  you  accu- 
rate information  of  die  acts  of  the  sereral  legislatures 
respecting  the  requisirioQs  of  Coo^ssl  The  {acts  slated 
ia  it  pbice  the  necessity  of  morb  system  and  stronger 
federal  govemtneot  in  a  strong  l^ht.  Send  oiie  copy  .to 
Mr.  Jefferson. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  report  (to  which  OoDgDea$ 
has  agi»ed)  on  the  siitiject  of  certain  representations 
from  Massachusetts  which  are  mentioned  in  it.  The 
papers  which  ought  to  accompany  this  report  are  very 
voluminous  and  cannot  possibly  be  copied. in  time  for 
this  packet.  They  shall  be  sent  by  the  next,  or  by  any 
good  opportunity  that  may  soon  offer. 

Three  vessels  mHi  sail  from  this  port  for  Ca!nton  the 
first  fair  wind,  viz:  the  ship  Empress  of  China,  Captain 
Green;  the  ship  Hope,  Captain  McGee ;  and  the  brig- 
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antine  Betsey,  Captain  Neal  McHenry;  one  is  also 
ready  to  sail  from  Philadelphia,  viz:  the  ship  Canton, 
Captain  Truxton.  Congress  have  uppointed  Samuel 
Shaw,  Esquire,  formerly  sid-de-camp  to  General  Knox, 
to  be  their  Consul  at  Canton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Randal, 
of  Philadelphia,  to  be  their  Vice  Consul  there. 

I  just  learn  that  they  applied  to  Mr.  VanJBerckel  for 
letters  to  Batavia,  but  he  declined  giving  them  any, 
although  he  granted  that  favor  to  Captain  Green  the  l^st 
voyage.  Hence  it  seems  that  the  Dptch  already  b6^ 
to  be  jealous  of  our  commerce  with  the  east. 
!  To  avoid  Britbh  lawd,  a  Mr.  Lee  lately  brought  here 
from  India  a  rich  cargo,  and  returns  in  one  of  the  said 
vessels ;  others  will  probably  do  the  like ;  if  so,  the  con- 
sequence may  be  important.  Captain  Sears,^  of  this  town, 
(whom  you  know,)  adventures  largely  in  this  new  com- 
merce ;  he  goes  to  Canton  in  the  Hope. 

The  public  paper  of  this  State  has  lately  risen  in 
price,  owing  to  the  general  expectation  that  the  legisla- 
ture are  earnest  in  their  profession  to  restore  public 
credit.  A[>pearances  may  be  delusive,  but  there  is  reason 
at  present  to  expect  that  this  legislature  will  do  more 
good  than  the  last. 

Mr.  Temple  neiiher  does  nor  says  much,  that  I  can 
learn ;  he  seeqos. cautious. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Wyngrove,  who  •  seems  to  he  a  very  good 
man,  b  the  l;»earer  of  these  despatches. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  January 
2,  1786. 

Ordered,  "  That  the  Secretary  of  Congress  .  report 
the  number  of  States  which  have  complied,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  with  tjie  revenue  system  of  April  18th, 
1783;  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  of  the  same 
date,  for.  an  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  con^ 
federation;  and  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1784, 
reeoramendiog  tiie  vesting  of  certain  commercial  powers 
in  Congress." 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congreis,   7 
Jantiary  4,  1786.3 

In  obedience  to  the  orders^of  Congress,  the  Secretary 
q(  Ccmgcess  reports : 

That  the  revenue  system  of  18th  April,  1783,  con- 
sbts  of  two  parts : 

1st.  A  recommendation  to  the  States  to  invest  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assemUed  with  a  power  to 
levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  certain  duties 
upon  goods  impoirted  into  the  said  States  from  any  foreign 
port,  island,  or  plantation,  to  be  applied  io.the  discharge 
of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  resolu* 
lion  of  19th  December,  1782;  and  not  to  be  continued 
for  a  longer  term  than  d&  years.  The  collectors  of  die 
duties  to  be  appointed  by  the  States  respectively,  but, 
when  appointed,  to  be  amenable  to,  and  removable  by, 
the  United  States  in  Congress  a^emhled  alone.  And 
in  case  any  State  sh4li  not  make  such  appointment 
within  one  month   after  notice  given  for  that  purpose, 
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tfae  appointmeat  may  bo  made  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled. 

With  this  part  of  the  act  the  following  Slates  have 
complied : 

New  Hamjpshirej  by  act  of  1st  and  2d  Jan.  1784. 


Massachusetts, 

do. 

30th  October,  1783. 

Connecticut, 

do. 

May,  1784. 

New  Jersey, 

do. 

11th  June,  1783.^ 

Pennsylvania, 

do. 

23d  September,  1783. 

Virginia, 

do. 

October,  1783,  chap.  31 

North  Carolina, 

do. 

June,  1784. 

South  Carolina, 

do. 

21st  March,  1784. 

Rhode*  kkod,  in  the  session  of  their  legislature  in 
ihe  spring  of  1785,  passed  an  act  for  levying  the  dmies 
pointed  out  by  Congress,  but  have  therein  enacted  that 
the  collectors  sbalt  be  appcMiited  by  and  ameEiable  to 
the  General  Assembly ;  ^nd  that  of  the  ntoney  areing 
firbm  the  duties,  a  certain  sum,  viz  :  8,000  dollars,  shall 
be  appropriated  in  their  treasury  for  tb©  payment  of  the 
interest  of  that  Stated  propbrtioo  of  the  foreign  debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  paid  to  the  order  of  Congress ; 
tund  that  tlie  surplus  of ^  the  duties,  and  the  amoant  of 
other  taxes  ordered  by  the  said  act,  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  int^nal  -debt  of 
Ibe  United  States  due  within  that  Stale.  This  act  to 
fitke  eSdCt  when  the  other  States  in  the  Unioo  agree 
to  the  said  impost  to  the  slcoeptatioh  of  Congress,  and 
buve  provided  other  adequate  funds  for  coiopletiDg 
their  quota  of  1,SOO,000  dollars,  according  to  the  requisi- 
tion  of  Congress  of  l6th  Aprils  1788  ;  but  with  ibis  pro- 
viso, and  upon  this  express  oondhibn,  ^that  no  duties 
shall  be  collected  upon  articles  imported  into  any  State, 
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opon  wlncb  ihe  said  duties  have  been  paid  in  any  other 
State ;  and  that  no  duty  shall  be  imposed  by  any  one 
State  Upon  the  dtiz^s  of  another  Scate^  enh^t  upon  im- 
ported articles  having  paid  the  duties  aforesaid)  ov  upon 
any  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  maaafecuird  of  the 
United  States/' 

The  State  of  Maryland,  in  June,  1783,  pursuant  to 
acts  of  Congress  of  3d  and  7tb  February >  1781,  passed 
**  an  act  to  authorize  the  United  States  in  Congriess  as^ 
iembled  to  impose  audio vy  a  duty  ofjivt  per  eenU  on  im- 
{Ksrced  ibrei^  goods,,  and  cm  all  prizes  and  pfize  goodis, 
for  the  payment  of  th^  debca^  ccmtraeted  by  Congress 
during  thd  war.^^  And  in  tbe  November  session)  VW^ 
Ibalr  l^slatiire  pw^sed  a  juppfefor^tit  tb  tbe  a(brenien<^ 
tioned  act,  whereby  it  should  take  effect  as  soon  as  twelve 
States,  ineluding  that  State,  irested  Congress  with  similar 
poweiis^  But  it  do^  tiot  appear  x\M  they  hav^  pasMd 
mkj  act  puisuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of 
tStb  AprU,  1788. 

Delaware,  it  is  said,  has  passed  ^  act  confermable  to 
the  reeoRHiPiendation  abovo  memioned.  But  no  official 
ktferffiatkm  thereof  bas  yet  be^  transmitted  to  tbb  office, 
or  to  the  Bdard  of  Treasury. 

The  second  part  of  the  revenue  system  of  18th  Aprfl, 
1783,  consists  of  a  recotrimeudatioti  to  Ibo  several  ^States 
to  establish  for  a  term  limited  to  twenty-five  yedwl,  and  to 
appropriate  to  the  disebarge  of  the  iDteredt  and  principal 
of  tbe  debts  contracted  on  the  Mi\\  of  the  United  States, 
for  supporting  the  war,  substatttial  and  efieelual  revenues 
of  such  nature  as  tb#y  may  judge  most  convertient  for  sup- 
plying their  respeotive  proportions  of  1,MO,000  dollars 
annually^  e&cluf&w  of  the  aforementioned  duttas^. 
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With  this  part  of  the  act  the  ibUowiDg  States  have 
complied: 

New  Jersey,  by  their  act  of  2CHh  December,  1783. 

Pennsylvania,  do.        Septemlier,  1783. 

North  Carolina,        do.        June,  1784. 

Rhode  Island,  in  the  act  above  mentioned,  has  enacted 
that  a  tax  of  one  Spanish  silver  milled  dollar,  upon  every 
hundred  acres  of  land  within  that  Sjtate,  upon  every  male 
poll  in  the  State  of  21  years  of  age,  and  opon  every 
horse  or  mare  of  two  years  old  and  Mp wards,  shall  be 
annually  laidjevied,  and  coHtscted ;  and  that  the  amount 
thereof  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
est of  the  internal  debt  of  the  United  States  due  wit|)in 
that  State,  with  the  proviso  and  on  the  condition  above  set 
forth. 

The  act  of  the  18th  April,  1733,  also  recominends  to 
the  States  an  alteration  in  the  8tb  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union,  ibr  ascertaining)  with  mora 
convenience  and  certainty,  the  proportions  to  he  supplied 
by  the  States  respectively  to  the  common  treasury.  And 
the  several  States  are  advised  to  authortdse  their. respect- 
ive delegates  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  same,  as  part 
of  the  said  instrument  of  union^  in  the  words  therein  mea- 
libned. 

With  this  part  of  the  act  the  following  States  have 
complied : 

Massachusetts,  by  their  act  of  2d  July,  1785. 


Connecticut, 

do. 

Uny,  1783. 

New  York, 

do. 

April,  1785. 

New  Jersey, 

do. 

June,  1783, 

Pennsylvania, 

do. 

August,  1788. 

Maryland, 

do. 

Norember,  1784. 
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Virginia,  by  their  act  of  May,  1784. 

North  Carolina,    do.      June,  1784. 

By  the  act  of  26th  April,  1784,  it  is  recommended 
to  the  L^slatures  of  the  several  State*  to  vest  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  with  power,  * 

1st.  To  prohibit  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
from  being  imported  into,  or  exported  from,  any  of  the 
States,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navigated  by  the  sub- 
jects of  any  potver  with  whom  these  States  have  not 
formed  treaties  of  commerce. 

3d.  To  prohibit  the  subjects  of  any  foreign^  state,  king- 
dom, or  Empire,  unless  authorized  by  treaty,  from  import- 
ing into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wures,  or  merchan-. 
discs  which  are  not- the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are. 

In  pursuance  of  this  aot. 

New  Hampshire  has  invested  Congress  for  fifteen 
years  with  full  power  to  regulate  the  trade  pf  the  United 
States,  as  they  may  judge  be^t  calculated  to  promote 
the  weal  and  prosperity  thereof;  the  fees,  profits,  and 
emoluments  arising  from  their  regulations  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  sole  use  of  discharging  public  debts. 
(See  act  2?d  June,  1785.) 

Massachusetts  has  passed  a  law  in  the  terms  of  the 
recommendation,  1st  July,  1784. 

Uhode  Island  has  empowered  their  delegates  to  agree 
to  ratify  any  article  empowering  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  to  regulate,  restrain,  or  prohibit  the 
importation  of  all  foreign  goods  in  any  but  American 
vessels.  (See  act  passed  February  session,  1785.)  And 
by  an  additional  act  passed  October,  1785,  the  delegates 
are  empowered   to  agree  to  any  article  by  which  the 
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Uniled  States  in  Congress  assembled  shajl  be  aolfely 
empowered  to  reguUta  th^  trade  and  comm^fc^  of  the 
respective  States  imd  ciiizeos  thereof  with  ^aqb  otbier, 
and  to  regulaie,  restrftio,  and  prohibit  the  imporlatiaii  of 
of  all  foreign  goods. in  American  ves^eb  for  twenty-five 
years. 

New  York   hps   passed    m  act  in  the  terms  pf  the 

^  recommendation,  4th  April,  1785. 


New  Jersey,  - 

•  do. 

a$tb  November,  ll&a. 

Pennsylvania, 

do. 

15th  December,  1784. 

Maryland, 

do. 

JNfovsntber,  1784. 

Virginia, 

.  do. 

3d  May.  .1784. 

North  Carolina, . 

do. 

ad  June,  1784. 

Connecticut, 

do. 

May,  1785. 

Ordered^  That  the  abov^  repoirt  be  printed  kat  the 
use  of  the  members. 


FROM   JOHN   JAY  TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

New  York,  February  .22,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  3d  instant ; 
since  which,  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
any  letters  from  you.  Among  other  papers  then  sent, 
was  a  copy  of  a.  report  (agreed  to  by  Congress)  on  the 
subject  of  certain  representations  from  Massachusetts; 
but  copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  it,  and  which 
were  then  making,  could  not  be  completed  in  time  to 
be  then  sent;  you  will  find  them  herewith  enclosed, 
together  with  a  list  or  account  of  them. 

Nine  States  are  not  yet  represented  in  Congress,  jEiniJ, 
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therefore,  the  afeirs  of  the  Department  oontioue  in  the 
sarae  stale  that  they  were  ia  at  the  date  of  ray  last. 

The  public  papers  will  enable  you  to  see  the  ctm-^ 
plexioa  of  the  times.  Federal  opinions  grow,  but  will  be 
some  time  before  they  will  bear  fruit ;  and,  what  is  not 
the.,  case  with  most  other  fruits,  they  will,  to  judge  from 
present  app^araqcesj,  rjpen  slower  in  the  south  than  in 
the  north. 

The  packet  will  sail  next  week.  I  shall  then  wi^ite  .to 
y9t|agaim 

With  great  and  sinqere  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,         .    7 
Jaauary  ft,  17B6.  S 

The  Secretary  of  ibe  United   States  fof^  the  DeparJ- 
ment  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
^  of  4th  November  last,  froin  bis  Elxcelle<icy  the  Gov- 
ernor of  M^saohu3ett9  to  the  delegates  of  that  Com^ 
mottwealtb  in  Coiagfess,  f^ports: 
,  That  this  letter  ^late^j  in  jsuJ;^t?mqe,  that  divers  effects 

hft4>  by  oicders  of  the  British  cpmipand«3)s-iB-qhief,  been. 

taken  from  the  i^ibabitants^  not  «s  the  property  of  ene- 

mi^,  but  of  persons  noder.  i\mt  protf^tioi^,  under  the 

id^a  that  the  foro^ter  ownership  coatinued,  and  the  greater 

part  of  which  was  expressly  engaged  to.  b^  restpred  by 

theise  cohimajadere.. 
Thftt  the  latter  cbuseift  ft  Brirtsh  %ct  of  Parliaraem: 

paa$fi»d  8Sitb  Ifoyernbtr,  1774,  ores^^Jegal  iaspedinrent? ; 

tojbosevowners  recoveiiig  in  4<ie«Mr$e  of  law  the  valui^; 

of  tteir>eSet|^  ao  taken. 
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That,  considering  the  peculiar  circumsiances  of  thb 
subject,  the  spirit  and  real  intention  of  that  clause,  the 
times  and  general  purposes  that  produced  it,  the  legisla- 
ture is  induced  to  believe  that  if  Congress  would  instruct 
their  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  to  move  this  sub- 
ject, properly  digested,  to  that  Coui^t,  the  6ovei*nment 
of  that  tiation  .  would  so  far  reconsider  their  former 
doings  on  it  as  to  remove  those  impediments,  or  make 
some  other  provision  whereby  right  and  justice  shall  be 
done  to  the  parties  and  individuals  more  immediately 
concerned. 

If  Congress  iilake  any  application  to  the  British  Court 
on  this  subject,  it  can  only  be  either  for  justice  or  for 
favor;  the  latter  will  doubtless  be  out  of  the  question.  If 
for  justice^  two  questions  arise :  first,  whether  their  ap- 
plication can  be  supported  on  that  ground ;  aod,  secondly, 
whether  it  probably  will  be  successful,  if  it  can  be'sO 
supported. 

The  clause  recites  that,  "Whereas,  before  the  passing 
of  this  act,  divers  persons,  vessels,  cargoes,  and  othtr 
effects,  may  have  been  seized,  detained,  ddraaged,  or 
destroyed,  in  pureuance  of  orders,  regulations,  restric- 
tiotis,  and  limitations,  heretofore  issued  and  estaUished 
by  the  commanders-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in 
North  America,  or  by  persons  acting  under  their  author- 
ity, for  the  pxMic  service,  and  for  suppressing  the  rebel- 
lion in  North  America." 

It  then  enacts,  "that  all  such  acts,  matters,  and  things 
shall  be  deemed,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  legal,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatever ;  and  all  actions,  &ic., 
for,  or  by  reason  of  any  act,  matter,  or  thiqg  advked, 
commanded,  appointed,  or  done,  with  respect  to  such 


DIPDOMATIC  COBfiESPONBENCE.  417 

orders  and  r^uUtkms/by  the  said  commandors-in-chief, 
<M*  by  any  person  acting  under  their  authority^  shall  be 
*scharged  and  made  rad." 

May  it  not  be  qaestioned  whether  this  act  can  be  con- 
strued to  invalidate  the  engagements  or  promises  of  the 
commanders  to  make  resto^on  ;  or,  in  other  words,  cdn 
a^ts  taken- under  such  engagements  be  considered  as 
conuiig  within  the  inam  and  provisions  of  the  statute, 
whbh/from  die  nature  of  it,  must  be  construed  strictly  ? 

If  the  court  and  their  Judges  should  adopt  this  id^a, 
the  matter  w31  naturally  remain  as  it  now  is ;  and  the 
applkatioen  .would  produce  nothing,  except,  perhaps,  an 
opmion  that  it  was  premature^ 

{f>  on  the  other  band,  they  should  consider  all  these 
cases  as  within  the  act,  might  they  not  answer,  that  all 
military,  videsce  and  injuries  an  both  sides  were  done 
away  by  the  peace,  and  that,  as  these  cases  were  not 
provided  for  in  it,  they  must  remain  as  they  then  were  ? 

May  they  not  also  imswer,  that  we  pass  laws  in  some 
of  the  States,  impeding  British  creditors  from  recovering 
their  debts  as  stipulated  by  the  peace;  and  thai  in 
another  we  pa^  laws  andioriztng  actions  at  law  for 
damages  done  duriog  the  war  by  military  order;  and 
tbat,  while  such  acts  continue,  such  applications  should 
be  postponed? - 

Admit  that  justbe  demands  of  tluem  to  i^move.  the 
impediments  in  ^estion,  is  it  probabfe  that  tbey  would 
doit? 

A  judgment  of  the  temper  of  the  nation  in  general, 

and.  of  their  Parimmmit  in  particufatr,  may  be,  formed 

from  Mr.  Adams's  letters ;  and  they,  in  the  opinion  of 

your  Secretary,  represent  it  in  a  point  of  view  so  unfavor- 

Voi-  IV, — 27 
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able,  as  to  pnxnifle  no  success  to  such  m  apjdiettbo. 
Many  of  tb^r  oScen  might  be  deeply  affected  by  the 
loss  of  that  iodemnity  which  they  now  hold  on  the  faith 
of  Government;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  open 
their  treasury,  and  compensate  the  sufferers  m  questioQ 
out  of  it,  when  so  many  refugees,  ibr  whom  they  are 
bound  to  provide^  are  daily  importuning  them  fiw  money. 

For  these  and  a  rariety  of  reasons  your  Sei»etary 
thinks  it  not  probable  that  such  an  applioakm  wodd  be 
siicce»fol;  and  he  also  tfiinks  that  Congress  sbxild 
never  demand  or  ask  for  even  justice,  wUke  they  have 
great  reason  to  apprehend  a  jrefuaal,  imless  in  oases  where 
they  may  be  able  and  determined  to  compel  a  compliaDca 
by  force  ot  retaUalion. 

If  a  period  should  brrivewhen  both  oooatries  aball 
be  disposed  to  do  away  whatever  may  ha  matoally 
offensive  or  disagreeable,  it  is  not  impcebaUe  ttiat>  4ii  Ae 
moment  of  that  good^hamor,  ihey  night  do  sonaeifaii^ 
for  the  sufferers  under  coainderatioB  ;  fant. dial  period  has 
not  yet  arrived. 

Upon  the  whole  ma^r.  your  Secretary  is  of  opinioB 
that  copies  of  these  papers  should  he  uanwiatteil  to  Mr. 
Adams,  diat  he  he  instructed  to  sooad  the  BnMk  Min- 
'  ister  on  die  suligect,  but  not  to  bn^  fomard  uy  ibr* 
mal  demand  or  representation  on  the  subject,  imless, 
from  precadii^  ekcomstuices,  he  sfaaH  be  indoeed  to 
think  that  it  would  have  a  favorable  issue ;  it  beng  tiM 
intention  of  Congress  to  refer  the  time  and  nMinar  o( 
doing  it  ID  his  pradeoce  and  disaeetno. 

AU  v4kh  is  submitted  ID  the  wiMbn  of  OoigraB. 
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Papers  on  which  the  aforegoiiig  i^[»0ft  n^u  xxmde,  vis: 

Ho.  i: 

From  the  Oovernor  of  Massachusetts  to^  the  Delegates 
of  that  State  in  Congress, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,        ? 
Comicil  Chamb^r^  Bostah,  Noveniber  4,  1785.     3 

G^eotlenien, 
Hie  memorials  present^  to  ibe  legislature  of  this 
Commonwefthb,  copies  of  which  ywi  haire  eoeloaed, 
with  the  ptpefs  that  tend  to  8upport4he  facts  staled  ia 
tbem,  will  miggei^  to  j^odr  comidei^Uoii  a  subject  inter-* 
esting  to  mmy  iadii^idaala  of  this  State.    Ae  this  s^bje^ 
oiiist  be.  considered  and  adyosled  on  natiooal  principles, 
aind  may  properly  come  nmder  the  CKxisideratiQO  of  Con- 
gress^yoa  will  give  it  that  attenliiQn  it  deserrea,  and  c^n* 
doDt  it  in  such  foamier  aa  shall  appear  to  you  most  for 
the  interast.of  the  pnbKo  and  the  individtiaU  oonQ«pned4 
It  appears  that  not  only  the  property  of  tiie  persons^  de» 
scribed  in  the  enclosed  papejs>  but  that  the  property  of 
several  odier  ittdtvidiials,  oitisiens  of  thb  State,  waa,  :dur- 
i0g4he  late  war^iaken  from  tbsni,  under  stmilar  citoum* 
stances,  by   rhttue  of  the  orders  of  the  British  com- 
manders-in-chief in  Amerka,  pot  as  the  property  of  ene- 
mies forfeited  to  the  captors  by  the  laws  of  war,  but  as 
the  property  of  peraoas  under  daeir  protection,  which 
was  taken  under  the  idea  that  the  former  ow^rsfaip  con« 
tioued,  and  a  great  part^  of  ^which  was  expressly  engaged 
to  be   restored  by  those  commaodetnt;   whence  a  just 
debt  of  a  private  nature,  a  just  right  and  ckum,.aeGnied 
to  each  of  these  indiyiduals  to  cbmaod  and  have  an 
equivalent.    Aiid  though  the  operatk^s  of  law  and  the 
meai;is  of  lecov^riog  those  debts  were  suspended  during 
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th«  war,  as  a  consequence  of  it,  yet  the  British  Govera- 
ment  ought  not  by  a  legislative  act  to  have  created,  or 
now  to  continue,  legal  impediments  to  the  recovery  of 
them  ;  or  at  least  it  is,  according  to  the  modem  laws  and 
usages  of  nations,  right  and  just  that  the  Legislature  of 
that  kingdom  should  now  remove  those  impediments  by 
repealing  the  latter  clause  in  the  act  of  Parliament,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,  or  make  other  pfovision  for  doing 
justice  in  this  case.  Considering,  the  peculiar  drcum- 
stances  of  this  subject,  the  spirit  and  real  intention  of  that 
clause,  the  times  and  general  purposes  that  produced  it, 
the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  is  indticed  to  be- 
lieve that  if  Congress  should  instruct  their  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  to  move  thid  subject,  properly  digested, 
to  that  Court,  the  Government  of  that  naticm  will  so  far 
reconsider  their  former  doings  on  it  as  to  remove  those 
impedimentS3  or  make  some  other  provi^on  whereby  right 
and  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  parties  and  individuals 
more  immediately  Concerned. 

In  behalf  of  the  legislature,  who  prepared  the  forego* 
iog  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  viery  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

No.  2. 

COMMQNWEALTHOF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate,  and  Honorable  House  o/Jte^ 

presentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  at  Boston, 

October,  A.  n:  1785. 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  Thomas  Bolfinch,  of 
Boston,  physician,  hunibly  shows— 

That,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  when  hostilities 
were  commenced  between  the  troops  of  the  King  of 
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Great  Britain  and  the  people  of  this  country,  your  peti- 
tioner was,  as  be  from  his  birth  had  been,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  and  being  at  that  time  visited 
with  sickness  iq  his  iamily,  and  having  a  number  of  pa- 
twnts  laboring  under  a  variety  of  maladies,  whose  health, 
if  not  Fives,,  depended  on  his  constant  and  critical  care 
and  aetention,  he  was  constrained,  from  principles  of  hu* 
manity,  to  remain  within  the  town,  under  the  solemn  en- 
gagement entered  imo  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Britbh  tioops  tp  the  inhabitants,  that  the  persons  and 
property  of  such  as  continue  within  the  garrison  should 
he  s^fe  and  secure.  That  your  petitioner,  at  this  time, 
was  the  proprietor  of  a^  shop  and  stores,  under. the  care  of 
Mr.  Peter  Roberts,  apothecary,  stocked  with  a  large 
and  valuable  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  drugs,  medicines, 
aad  other  merchandises,  to  the  amount  of  £8,421  2^.  6d. 
sterling,  aecording  to  the  best  and  most  accurate  calcula- 
tion that  he  is  now  able  to  make,  to  which  he  has  sub- 
joined a  demand  for  lawful  interest  on  that  sum  ;  that  on 
the  I4th  day  pf  December,  A.  D.  1775,  your  petitioner's 
said  shop  and  stores  were  forcibly  broken  open  by  the 
provost  of  the  garrison,  assisted  by  certain  British  offi- 
cers to  your  petitioner  unknown,  by  virtue  of  orders  given 
them  by  General  Sir  William  Howe,  then  commander-in- 
chief,  and  all  his^^  property,  tio  the  aforesaid  amount,  taken 
and  carried  away  for  the  use  of  the  British  hospital, 
against  the  repeated  remonsirances  of  your  petitioner, 
who  was  denied  the  privilege  even  of  takibg  an  account 
of  the  articles,  and  was  refused  a  receipt  or  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  same,  which  he  afterwards  solicited:  all 
which  will  appear  by  the  deposition  and  other  papers 
herewith  eihibited. 
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That  your  petitioner  Altered  hicaselC  that  as  no  declsh 
ration  of  independeneef  bad  Uiein  been  made,  and  the 
lababitants  of  both  countries  acknowledged  the  King  of 
Britain  as  tb^  common  sovereign,  the  common  hw  of 
England,  as  praetbed  in  eidier  conntry,  would  coiAtrue 
the  injury  done  him  into  a  civil  tre^ass,  for  which  he 
might  one  day  be  eoibpeiisated  in  damans  by.a  smc  al 
law  against  Sir  William  Howe ;  and  aoe(»rdtngly,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  finding  the  treaty  of  pe«»  bad 
left  open  to  the  indi^doals  of  both  countries  tbeir  legal 
remedies  for  just  demands^  your  petiticMier  sent  Us 
evidence  aforesaid  to  Grreat  Britain,  with  directioBS  to 
his  friend  there  to  institute  a  suit' against  StrWiiUaffl 
Howl)  for  the  recovery  of  damages Jbr  the  injUfy.tae 
bad  sustained  ;  but  ha  now  finds  that  the  Pariiaitient  of 
Great  Britiiin  have  passed  a  sderan  act  of  indeMaty  in 
faVor  of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  all  others  who  acted 
under  hb  comniand  while  in  America^  against  all  sufH 
posed  wrongs  by  him  or  them  Committed  during  tbd  wir, 
and  hav^  thereby  not  only  prevented  your  petitboer  from 
bis  imfivtdual  remedy  at  law,  but  have  adopted  the  ifoa^ 
of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  made  the  nation  answerable 
for  his  cokM^et  The  Amerioah  Minister  at  that  Coifft 
has  been  accordingly  applied  to  in  this  view  of  it,  but  he 
declines  entering  upon  the  subject  until. be  is  empowered 
ami  directed  by  Congress  specially  od  the  subject,  though 
(as  your  psetitioner  has  been  informed)  be  bas  been  pleased 
to  acknowledge  the^  justkse  and  propriety  of  the  measure. 

As,  ^bereibre,  your  petitioner's  property  wits  forcibly 
taken  from  bim  while  under  the  p6wer  and  codtrd  of  d)e 
British  army,  and  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  ihiir 
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garrison,  and  was  appropriiUed  to  the  use  and  beqefit  of 
Cbe  Biitisb  Government^  and  as  tbe>  supreme  legislature 
of  thai  kinjgdoQi  have  deprived  yoqrp^tioner  of  his  legal 
cemedjF  by  a  pablic  Baitiomd  act,  contrary  (as  he  hum- 
bly conceives)  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  4tfa  article 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  %«&  no  other  mode  of  redress 
but  by  imploring  the  ibterposition  of  the  Government  to 
ivhich  he  owes  and  pays  allegiance  upon  national  princi- 
ples, uid  whiob,  by  the  ori^nal  social  compact  which 
•each  in4ividual  has  aitered  into  with  society,  and  society 
wkhtiftoh.inc^vidual^  tliey  are  boupd  to^iffiied*  ELe,  there- 
Yoce,  prays  this  bonotaUe  court  would  take  his  case  into 
their  oonndfraiion,  s^nd  grant  hitn  relief  by  requesting  the 
United  Skatto  in  Congress  assembled  to  instruct  their  Min- 
ister at  the  Oourt  of  London  to  demand  of  that  nation  an 
^quindent  ^t  the  property  tid^en  as  aiforesaid ;  and  that 
your  h«uHB  wau}d  also  pass  an  act  that  no  suit  should  be 
stistained  against  your  petitioner  finr  any  moneys  due  from 
him  to  ai^  of  tbe  injects  of  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain, 
(to^some  of  whom  he  stands  partly  indebted  for  the  goods 
aken  as  aioresaid^)  untiisuch  equiv«lent>  granted,  or  the 
act'of  iMjemnity  aforesaid  of  the  wd  Britfisb  Parliament, 
in  favor  of  said  Sir  Williani  Howe,  is  repealed ;  dr  that 
tbb  honofaUe  court  would  otherwise  interpose  their  su- 
preme aathonty  for  the  relief  of  your  petitioner  in  the 
premises,  as  to  them  diall  seeo^  right  end  fit ;  and,  as  in 
duty  bounid,.  tie  shall  ever  pray. 

THOMAS  BULFINCH. 
Bostmy  Oetober  24, 1785. 
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No.  3. 

To  the  Htmorable  the  Senate^  end  the  Honorable  Hout^ 
of  Representatives  of  the  OmmoMtfeabh  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  General  Court  assembled^  on  the  92d  day 
of  October,  1785. 

The  mempriid  of  John  Rowv^  Samiwl  Austin,  Samuel 
Partridge,  and  Samuel  Dashwood,  humbly  shows — 

That  when,  in  the  year  1T75,  the  town  of  Boston  was 
made  a  garrison  by  the  army  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  wem  respectively  possessed  of  a  very  great 
quantity  of  merchandise,  which  was  in  their  storra  and 
shops  within  the  town ;  that  there  being  at  fiie  time,  or 
before  the  I7th  day  of  March,  1776,  the  day  when  the 
said  garrison  was  withdrawn,  no  declaration  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,  all  the  peo- 
ple within  as  well  as  without  the  town  were  confessedly 
the  subjects  of  the  ^ing  of  Great  Britain,  and  those  wbo 
necessarily  remained  with  their  property  cmder  the  ctm- 
trol,  were  also  under  the  protectbn,  of  the  British  army, 
and,  according  to  either  the  municipal  laws  of  England 
and  this  country,  or  the  laws  by  whidi  nattoiM  at  war  at 
all  times  govern  themselves,  bad  a  right  to  expect  the 
complete  protection  of  their  persons  and  property  from 
the  army  then  within  the  town.  The  want  of  health, 
which  the  said  Rowe  then  labored  under,  rendered  it 
necessary  that  he  should  remove  himself  to  some  [dace 
where  he  could  have  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  and  a 
better  air;  but  his  removal  ^as  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  as  was  that:  also  of  the  said 
Samuel  Dashwood.  The  said  Samuel  Austin  was,  dur- 
ing the  time  aforesaid,  employed  as  a  selectman  of  the 
town,  and  the  said  Samuel  Partridge  as  an  overseer  of 
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the  poor;  their  presence  in  their  offices  was  no  less  ne- 
cessary to  the  comfort  and  relief  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
tblGui  to  the  government  of  the  town ;  and  their  employ- 
ment and  attention,  at  the  request  of  the  commander, 
and  the  supplications  of  the  people,  were  arduous  and- 
unremitted.  In  this  situation  all  your  memorialists  con- 
tinued until  General  Howe  withdrew  himself  from  Boston. 
On  the  10th  day  of  March,  1776,  General  Howe  issu- 
ed bis  proclamation  directing  the  people  to  deliver  their 
goods  on  board  the  ship  Minerva,  to  Crean  Brush,  as 
appears  by  piper  numbered  1,  herewith  presented.  On 
the  same  day  the  Geneiril  issued  his  other  orders,  direct- 
ed 16  Crean  Brush,  authorizing  and.requiring'  him  to  take 
into  his  possessioir  all  such  goods  as,  jf  in  the  possession 
of  the  American  arrpy,  would  enable  them  to  carry  on  the 
war,  as  will  appear  by  paper  number  2 ;  in  consequence 
whereof,  the  said  Crean  Brush  took  into  his  possession, 
and  carried  away  from  the  said  John  Rowe,.  goods  to  the 
amount  in  value  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ^xty- 
six  pounds  one  shilling,  as  appears  by  papers  num- 
bered 3  and  4,  the  originals  wliereof  remain  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  also 
took  and  carried  away  from  the  said  Samuel  Austin 
merchandise  to  the  amount  in  value  of  three  thousand 
six  hundr'ed  and  forty-six  pounds  seven  shillings  and  teri 
pence  as  appears  by  his  account  duly  attested  and  num- 
bered 7, 8, 9, 10,  and  11 ;  and  goods  of  the  said  Partridge, 
to  the  value  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  a  penny  two  farthings,  sterling 
money,  as  will  appear  by  the  papers  Nos.  12,  13, 
and  14 ;  and  from  the  said  Samuel  Dashwood,  roer- 
cbai^dise  to  the  value  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pounds  ten  shillings,  as  will  appear 
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from  papers  numbered  15}  16>  17,  and  18;  the  lej^l 
interest  upon  which  sums  has  amounted  to  the  several 
sums  calculated  and  expressed  at  the  foot  of  the  ac- 
counts, which  the  memorialists  have  herewith  separately 
presented. 

Your  petitioners,  feeling  themselves  exceedingly  op- 
pressed by  the  loss  of  their  property,  and  knpwipg  the 
same  to  be  taken  by  order  qf  the  government  which  the 
town  was  then  under,  l;iad  strong  hopes  of  regaining  the 
value  of  their  goods  upon  the  commencement  of  a  peace 
betyeeen  the  two  countries ;  and,  th^refor^,  soon  after  the 
late  treaty,  employed  an  agent  to  prosecme  the  matter. 
But,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  he  fbuj^d  General  Howe 
indemnified  by  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
from  any  action  that  might  be  brought  agaln^  him,  or 
any  one  acting  under  himi  in  the  measure  aforesaid;  a 
copy  whereof  is  herewith  presented,  and  numbered  19, 
and  the  last  section  therem  is  above  referred  to«  The 
agent  of  your  memorialist  ipade  application  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  of  the  United  Sutes 
at  the  Court  of  London;  but  he,  having  no  insmiction 
from  Congress  upon  the  matter,  could  afford  him  no 
assistance^ 

Your  memoriailjstB  do  humbly  conceive,  that  as  their 
property  was  taken  by  order  of  the  British  Government, 
while  they  were  under  the  control,  and^  tons^ently, 
under  the  protection  of  the  army  of  that  Government, 
and  taken,  as  they  can  make  appear,  with  a  prdessed 
intention  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  British  merchants, 
to  whom  your  memorialists  stpod  indebted,  as  for  the  use 
of  the  army  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  tlM  the 
value  thereof  is  clearly  due  to  them  within  the  ^it 
and  meaning  of  the  4tb  artkde  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 
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add  that  (lieye  ought  to  be  no  legal  impedtmeot  to  their 
recovering  the  same  >  neverthelessi  the  ahpvementioned 
act  of  Parliament  forbids  their .  having  a  legal  demand 
against  ^ir  William  Howe  for  the.sfime^  by  means  where* 
of  they  have  now  no  redress,  but  by  applying  upon 
national  principles  to  the  Government  to  which  they 
owe  allegianee;  cmd  dp,  therefore,  pray  your  honors  to 
grant  them  relief,  by  requesting  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  to  instruct  their  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  to  demand  of  the  Qovemment  there 
an  equivalent  for  the  property  taken,  and,  also,  by  passing 
an  act  that  no  suit  should  be  maintained  against  either  of 
your  memorialists  lor  Any  money  due  frem  them,  respect- 
ivdy,  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  long  d*  Great  Britain, 
until  such  equivalent  is  insured,  or  the  act  of  indemnity 
aforesaid  is  repealed.  As  your  memorialists,  as  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  have  to^  look  to  your,  honors 
alone  for  assistance  upon  all  matters  of  national  r%bt  and 
justice,  they  can  have  no  reasop  to  doubt  of  your  atten- 
tion to  their  memorial ;  and  rest  satisfied  that,  as  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States  stand  sacredly 
pledged  to  assist  each  individual,  where  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  a  foreign  power  cannot  be  redressed  by  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  country,  they  shall  have  the  wisdom 
not  only  of  this  Legislature,  but  that  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  to  ola^tain  them  a  rec<^pense  for 
the  injury  they  have  sustained. 

JOHN  ROWE, 
SAMUEL  AUSTIN, 
SAMUEL  PARTRIDGE, 
SAMUEL  DASHWOOD- 

Attesr'^''^*    >  John  Avert,  Jr.,  Secretttry. 
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No.  4.  An  authenticated  copy  of  aletter  from  Dr.  Mqrris 
to  Dr.  Bnlfinch,  December  19, 1785. 

No.     5.  Dr.  Bulfihch's  account. 

Nos.  6,  7,  and  8.  Affidavits  of  P.  Roberts,  Charles  Joy, 
and  John  HoiSains,  for  Dr.  Butfinch. 

No.    9.  John  Rowe's  account. 

No.  10.  Philip  Jarvis's  deposition  for  John  Rowe. 

No.  1  Ij  Samuel  Austin's  account. 

No.  is.  Affidavits  of  Timy.  Newell,  and  Samuel  Sloan, 
for  Mr.  Austin. 

No.  13.  Samuel  Partridge's  account. 

Nos.  14,  15.  Affidavits  of  Lydia  Brown,  E.  Ivers,  and 
Ann  Wheeler,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Partridge. 

No.  16.  Samuel  Dashwood's  invoice  of  goods,  and  his 
testimony. 

Nos.  17,  18.  Depositions  of  Eliza  Ivers,  Ann  Wheeler,  and 
Isabella  Welsh,  for  Samuel  Dashwood. 

Nos^  19,  30.  General  Howe's  order  to  Crean  Brush,  and 
Brush's  examination. 

No.  21.  General  Howe's  proclamation  of  10th  March, 
1776. 

A  printed  act  of  Parliament  passed  on  the  26th  Novem- 
ber, 1774. 

^  FROM   JOQN   ADAMS   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  Nov.  4,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
,  Yesterday,  at  the  Minister's  levee,  one  of  the  foreign 
Ministers  put  into  my  hands  a  Leyden  Gazette,  in  which 
1  found  announced  to  the  public  an  arrit  of  the  King  of 
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FhiDce  of  the  18lh  of  September,  in  which  a  bounty  of 
ten  livres  per  quintal  b  prombed  toieiny  French  merchants 
who  shall  import  into  the  market  of  the  French  West 
India  blands,  or  of  Spain,  Portugali  or  Italy,  any  fi^h  of 
the  French  fisheries,  and  in  which  the  impost  upon  all 
foreign  fish  is  raised  to  five  livres  a  qiiintal.  This  amounts 
to  an  encouragement  of  fifteen  livres  a  quintal  upon  French 
fish  in  the  West  Indies. 

As  the  supply  of  the  French  blands  with  fish  b  so 
material,  perhaps  so  essential,  to  our  fishery,  this  ordi- 
nance deserves  the  earliest  and  most  serious  attention  of 
every  man  m  America  who  has  any  regard  to  our  fishe- 
ries. 

As  the  supply  of  the  French  islands  with  fish  is  of  so 
much  consequence  to  the  Britbh  fishery,  I  took  occasion, 
in  a  conference  with  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  to 
mention  it  to  him,  and  to  observe  to  him  that  I  left  it  to 
his  Lordship  to  consider  whether  the  British  fisheries 
could  be  supported  against  the  influence  of  this  ordinance, 
without  the  freest  communication  of  supplies  from  the 
United  States*  His  Lordship  thought  it  deserved  consi- 
deration; and  that  was  all  the  oracle  would  deliver.  I  af- 
terwards mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Frazier,  hb  Lordship's  un- 
der Secretary  of  State. 

The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  (that  I  may  let  you  into 
enough  of  hb  character  to  account  for  his  conduct)  is  a 
modest,  amiable  man,  treats  all  men  with  civility,  and  is 
ipuch  esteemed  by  the  foreign  Ministers  as  well  as  the 
nation  ;  but  is  not  an  enterprising  Minister,  is  never  as- 
suming, and,  I  believe,  never  takes  upon  himself  to  de- 
cide any  point  of  importance  without  consulting  the  Cabi- 
net.   He   never  gives  hb  private  opinion;  but,  in  all 
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things  which  respect  America/I  do  not  beisevetfaat  he 
or  any  other  of  the  Ministry  has  yet  fornned  any.  We 
shall;  I  think,  learn  nothing  of  their  designs  till  they  are 
brought  forth  in  Pariiament  in  tte  ccHirse  of  the  Tvioter  aod 
spring. 

Mr;  Pitt  commenced  hb  career  with  sentanen^  rather 
Kberal  towards  the  United  States;  i)ut  since  be  has  been 
Prime  Minister,  he  has  appeared  to  hare  given  ear  to 
the  Chancellor  and  Lord  Gower,  Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr. 
Jenkinson,  with  tbeir  instruments,  Irvin,  Chalmers, 
Smith,  aod  others,  so  much  as  to  have  departed  from  his 
first  principle.  He  has  tried  the  experimehts  of  the 
Newfoundland  bill,  and  the  fourth  Irish  proposition  ;  {Hit 
finding  the  fatal  ^success  of  both,  be  may  be  brought 
back  to  thd  system  with  which  he  set  out ;  but  I  doubt 
it,  or  rather  1  am  convinced  he  never  wiU,  until  he  is 
obliged  to^it  by  our  States  adopting  navigation  acts. 

There  is' published  this  morning  in  the  Chronicle  the 
proceedings  at  ChaHeston  on  the  ISth  Ati^st,  which 
look  very  encouraging.  If  thq  Legislature  of  South  Caro* 
lina  lay  partial  restrictions  on  the  ships  of  such  nations  as 
have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  United  States,  I 
think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  all'the  othor  States  mil 
come  into  the  measure ;  because  there  is  none  which  will 
sufier  a  greater  temporary  iilconvenience  by  it.  TThese 
measures  have  a  tendency  to  encourage  the  naval  stiMres 
of  North  Carolina  so  much,  that  she  m&  be  a  gainer. 

But  the  principal  danger  is,  that  these  re^riotions  may 
not  be  sufficiently  high  to  ^ve^  a  clear  advantage  to  the 
shipd  of  the  tailed  States. 

I  cannot  repeat  to  you  too  often,  :Sir,  that  all  my  hopes 
are  {bunded  upon  such  exertions  in  America.    The  trade 
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With  America  must  come  under  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  renovation  of  the  intercourse  act,  if  not  of 
the  Newfoundland  act;  and  their  deliberations  will  be 
influenced  by  nothing  but  American  navigation  acts.  I 
fear  there  are  not  enough  of  these  yet  made,  nor  likely 
to  be  made  this  year,  to  have  much  effect. 

This  nation  is  strongly  blinded  by  prejudice  and  pas- 
sion. They  are  ignorant  of  the  subject  beyond  concep- 
tion. There  is  a  prohibition  of  the  truth,  arising  from 
popular  anger.  Printers,  will  print  nothing  which  is  true, 
without  pay,  because  it  displeases  their  readers ;  while 
their  gazettes  are  open  to  lies,  because  they  are  eagerly 
read,  and  make  the  paper  sell.  Scribblers  for  bread  are 
wholly  occupied  in  abusing  the  United  States ;  and  writers 
for  fame  (if  there  are  any  such  left  m  this  country) 
find  the  public  applause  wholly  against  us.  The  rise  of 
the  stocks  established  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  if  he  were  willing, 
he  would  scarcely  be  able,  to  do  right  until  America  shall 
enable  him  and  oblige  him. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FEQM:J0HN   JAT   TO  J&BK   ABAIIS. 

Office  for^Foreign  Affairs,     P 
May  1,  1786.  y 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  the  {^sttM  6f  Congress  that  you  protract  yout 

negation  with  the  Court  of  Great  Britam  respecting 

pdBU  which  £dioii)d  have  been,  before  this,  surrendered 

to  the  United  States,  and  other  infractions  of  the  said 


432  JOHN  ApAMI?-JOHN  JAY. 

treaty  by  that  power,  so  as  to  avoid  demanding  a  cate* 
gorical  answer  respecting  the  same  unpl  the  further  or- 
ders of  Congress* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOM  JOHN    ADAMS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Westminster,  November,  5,  1T85. 
Dear  Sir, 
The  Chevalier  del  Pinto,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Portugal,  after  a  long 
absence,  by  leave  of  his  Court,  b  lately  arrived  here 
from  Lisbon  ;  upon  several  occasions  when  I  met  him  at 
Court,  and  upon  visits,  he  told  me  that  he  had  orders 
from  his  Court  to  confer  with  me  upon  the  projet  of  a 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Portugal ;  but  he 
never  descended  to  particulars  nill  yesterday,  when  he 
called  upon  me,  and  said,  that  before  he  left  Lisbon  his 
Court  had  learned  that  I  wa«  in  England,  and  had 
charged  him  to  enter  into  conference  with  me  concem-^ 
ing  the  projet  of  a  treaty  which  had  been  transmitted 
to  his  Court  by  the  Count  de  Souza ;  that  the  Portuguese 
Ministry,  notwithstanding  their  high  esteem  for  their  Am- 
bassador in  France,  knowing  that  he  lived  in  the  country, 
and  was  in  distress,  did  not  choose  that  the  negotiation 
should  be  any  longer  conducted  by  him,  but  had  com- 
mitted the  projet  to  their  Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Eng- 
land, and  had  instructed  him  to  assure  me  that  the  Court 
of  Lbbon  was  sincerely  desirous,  of  entering  mto  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with   the   United  Stales  of  Araerk^  a 
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power  wUb  which  it  was  moi^  ocmv^nieBt  for  Portugal  to 
t^de  than  any  other.  But  there  lyere  soine  thiogs  in  the 
plan  proposed  which  were  ioadoii^ible ;  particularly,  the 
Americans  could  never  he  admitted  lAto  the  Scazik ;  U 
watr  iipp<^ib}e.  h  was  the  in  Variables  msputn  of  tbeic 
Court  to  exclude  all  nations  from  those  teirritories,  and, 
having  himself  served  for  ^m^  years  as  Governor  Gen- 
eral .of  poe  of  the  Sfra^ils,  he  kpew  it  w^s  a  pc^y  from 
which  bis  Cgurt  poyld  never,  on  any  coi^ideration,  de- 
part; that  it  was  a  great  compliment  j^  him  to.  be  prefer- 
red to  the  Cpunt  de  Souza  for  the  conduct  of  siu^  a  jie- 
gptiatipn ;  that  be  made  no  pretensitos  to  anch  movit, 
but  readily  a^nowle%ed  the  superiority  of  the  Ambassa* 
d^ ;  but  it  viras  the  pleasure  of  his  Court,  and  he  had  no 
riglit  to  diap^e  it. 

..  1  answered,  ibat  I  had  no  authority  to  treat  bat  in 
conjunatk)n  with  Mr.  JeSerson,  the  Minister  Plenipo^, 
teatiary  of  the  United  Slates  at, the. Court  of  Yensailles; 
that  the, full  power  to  tre^  t^th  Portugal  was  to  Mr.; 
Jefferson  and  me,  jointly ;  so  that  I  could  foncluda 
lathing  without  his  conourrence,  nc»r  carry  jon  any  con- 
fdiences  without  cbnamunicating  tbem,^  Urn.  To  this  I 
supposed  be  could  have  no  objection.  He  said,  none  at 
all.  , 

His  first  instruction  was,  he  i^aid,  to.confiar  with  me 
concerning  the  mutual  wants  and  several  productions  of 
our  countries,  which,  nu^t  be  the  objects  of  cenunerce. 
Hiis^  countrymen  wanted,  he  said,^  grain.  ^  ad^ed  Jf  they 
did  not  want  floor?  He  said  he  was  nc^  precii^yio- 
suucted  cenotming  flour,  but  they  had^nuUs  in  Poctugal 
wl^idi  they  wished  to  employ.  I, replied,  that  in  eyory 
negotiation  I  thought  there  ought  t^  he  a  mutual  coti' 
Vol.  IV.— 28 
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sideralion  of  each  other's  profits  and  losses,  advantages 
and  (fisadvantages^  so  thfit  the  result  might  be  equitable, 
and  give  satisfaction  on  both ^ sides;  that  a  commerce^ 
founded  upon  compacts  made  upon  this  principle,  would 
ever  be  carried  on  with  more  pleasure,  and  to  better 
efiect ;  that  we  had  mills,  which  we  wished  to  employ  as 
w^ll  as  Portugal,  and  mills  as  costly  and  bs  good  ^s  those 
of  any  nation.  In  this  respect,  then,  our  pretensions 
were  mutual  and  equal ;  but  there  were  other  par^ulars, 
in  which,  without  any  benefit  to  Portugal,  the  loss  to 
the  United  States  would  be  very  greats  The  commodi- 
ty  was  more  difficult  to  preserve  in  grain  than  m  flour; 
it  was  more  exposed  to  the  insect,  and  to  heat,  both  at 
home  and  upon  the  passage,  by  which  tl>e  loss  upon 
wheat  was  much  greater  than  that  upon  flour;  that  it 
would  not  be  equitable,  then,  for  Portugal  to  receive  wheats 
to  the  exclusion  of  flour ;  that  this  was  a  point  of  so  much 
importance,  that  it  would  facilitate  the  treaty,  and  encour- 
age the  commerce,  if  his  Cburt  should  think  fit  to  agree 
to  receive  our  flour. 

Ke  said  he  had  not  precise  instructions,  but  he  would 
write  to  his  Court, particularly  upon  this  subject.  The 
next  article  wanted  by  the  Portuguese  was  lumber  of 
various  sorts^  particularly  staves  for ,  pipes,  in  large  quan- 
tities. They  wanted  also  ship  timber,  pitchy  tar,  and  tur- 
pentine; potash  for  their •  manufactures  of  glass,  iron, 
masts,  yards  and  bowsprits,  furs,  ginseng,  and,  above  all, 
salt  fish.  The  consumption  of  this  article  in  Portugal, 
he  said,  Was  immense;  and  he  would  avow  to  me  that 
the  American  salt  fish  ^as  preferi?ed  to  any  other,  on  ac- 
count of  its  quality.  Here  you  see,  says  the  Chevalier 
del  Pitito,  is  a  catalogue  of  articles  which  the  Portuguese 
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^U  want)  in  larger  or  smaller  quaatki^s ;  now  what  are 
the  articles  you  can  take  in  America  in  exchange  ?  It 
behooves  my  nati^  to  inquire  what  they  can  supply  yours 
wiih^  otiierwise  the  balance  in  your  favor  may  be  too 
ruinous  to  us.  It  happens  unluckily  for  Portugal  that 
the  Americans  have  no  occasion  for  our  principal  com- 
naodttiesy  which  are  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  &c.,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Bra:^Is.  I  replied,  that  the  United  States 
bad  been  used  to  take  considerabl^e  quantities  of  J^adeira, 
Lisbon,  Jind  pcjirt  wines>  fruits,  olive  oils,  salt,  &c.  He 
asked  why  we  could  not  tsdce  tea  from  Lisbon  ?  They 
imported  from  the  east  large  quantities,  and  ^ery  good. 
The  English  East  India  Company  iiad  purchased  of  them, 
this  year,  teas  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  pounds ; 
and  be  thought  tliey  could  sell  it  to  us  cheapei^  than  we 
boyght  it  elsewhere.  They  cotUd  supply  us,  likewise, 
with  other  East  India  goods.  Perhaps  we  intended  to 
supply  ourselves  by  a  direct  trade  to.  India.  He  was 
glad  io  hear  that  our  first  enterprises  had  succeeded; 
but  if  >we  continued  to  take  any  part  of  our  consumption 
from  Europe,  they  could  supply  us  as  cheaply  as  any 
other  natieip.  Sugar,  too,  tlie  produce  of  the  Brazils, 
they  could  furnish  to.us.of  as  good  quality  as  English  or 
French,  and  much  cheaper.  If  we  should  think  of  manu- 
factures among  ourselves,  they  could  let  us  have  wool  of 
the  same  quality  with  the  Spanish,  and  cotton  in  any 
quantities  we  might  want.  If  we  made  chocolate,  they 
could  sell  us  cocoa.  Indeed,  they  had  woollen  manufac- 
tures, anc)  could  affprd  us  doth  as  good  and  cheap  as 
other  nation?.  These  vtete.  things,  I  replied,  in  which 
the'  merchants  on  both  sides  should  speculate.  If  the 
United  States  should  proceed  in  the  plbn  already  begun, 
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of  encouragtDg  their  own  manofactares,  the  raw  materiab 
of  wool  and  cotton  would  be  in  demand ;  and  if  they 
persevered  in  their  measures  for  encouraging  tbm  own 
navigation,  they  would  want  lai^  quantities  o!  hemp, 
sail-cloth,  &c*,  from  the  Baltic ;  apd,  for  what  I  know, 
they  might  find  their  account  in  taking  sugars,, cotton, 
cocoa,  &c.,  at  Lisbon,  to  carry  as  remittances  to  Peters- 
burg and  Stockholm*  They  might  even,  upon  some 
occasbns,  purchase  tobacco,  rice,  and  indigo,  for  the  same 
market,  as  weH  as  the  Mediterranean,  if  that  sea  should 
be  open  to  our  s^ips.  But  aH  these  thmgs  would  depend 
upon  the  facilities  given  to  our  commodities  by  the 
treaty.  Nothing  would  contribute  so  much  to  promote 
the  trade,  as  their  receiving  our  flour  without  duties  or 
discouragements.  Our  ready  built  ships,  tod,  were  an  ar* 
tide  of  importaQce  to  us.  He  said  he  did  not  kiK)W  that 
our  ready  built  ships  were  prohibited.  I  a^ed  if  they 
could  not  take  our  speraiaceti  oil,  t<o  burn  in  Aeir  lamps, 
or  for  any  other  uses*  He  said,  no ;  they  bad  such  an 
abundance  of  oil  made  in  ibe  codntiy,  of  olives 
which  grew  there,  that  they  bad  no  occasion  for  their 
own  spermaceti  oil,  which  they  sold  to  Sp6in.  They 
had  now  a  very  pretty  spermaceti  whale  fishery,  which 
they  had  learned  of  the  New  Englenders,  and  carried  on 
upon  the  coast  of  Brazil.  I  asked  if  they  could  not  take 
our  spermaceti  candles,  and  bum  them  in  their  churdies? 
He  said  they  made  some  wax  in  t'ortugal,  and  some  in 
Brazil,  but  he  would  own  it  was  not  enon^  ibr  tfaar 
consumption.  The  surplus  fhey  bought  in  Italy  and 
Barbary,  at  a  dear  rate.  At  lei^,  I  observed  to  ^ 
Chevalier,  that  Portugal  abounded  in  two  ardcles  which 
would  be  extremely  conventent  to  my  feHow-citiEens,  in 
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^hich  she  raight  always  balance  ItccouDts  witb  us  to  our 
entire  saiisfactioo,  whether  we  shoold  take  mote  or  less  of 
their  other  <Jommoditie8.  These  were  silver  an^  gold  ; 
than  which  no  kind  ^f  metrchandise  was  in  greater  de- 
mand, or  had  a  higher  re|Hitaiioa.  The  Chevalier 
thought  the  mta  of  his  countrymen  so  much  like  ours, 
that  they  had  rather  pay  u«  io  s^ny  tfaii»g  eJse, 

I  added,  if  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  St.  James's 
should  oblige  iHe  United  Stat^  to  make  <t  navigation 
«ct,  their  commerce  must  increase  with  Poru;i^L  A. 
oavigaUoQ  act  1  says  he>  Why,  there  is  not  a  nation  in 
Europe  that  would  sufier  a  novig$ti<;m  act  to  be  made  in 
«ny  other,  at  this  day.  The  English  navigation  act  w^s 
inade  in  times  of  ignorance,  when  few  nations  cultivated 
tjommarce,  and  no  Court  but  this  understood  or  cared 
any  thing  about  it;  Iwit,  at  present,  all  Courts  W^e  at- 
tentive to  it*  For  his  part,  if  he  were  Minister  in  Por- 
tugal, he  would  not  hesitate  to  exclude  ftoAi  her  ports 
4he  slops  of  any  nation  that  should  make  such  an  act.  I 
replied,  that  1  did  not  mean  a  navig^io^  act  against  any 
«atioH  bitt  this;  but  if  the  JEoglish  persevered  in  en- 
forcing their  act  against  us,  we  could  dp  p^  Qther  than 
make  one  again^  them.  The  Chei^lier  siud  we  should 
be  p^foetly  in  the  right.  The  Courts  of  Europe  had  a 
long  time  cried  out  against  this  ftct  of  ihe  English*  ,  If  it 
were  now  to  begin,  it  would  not  be  submitted  to. 

Ttus^bserva^  is  ju9t,  and  it  n^ay  be  carried  farther. 
I  do  not  befieve  theBritisb  navigation  a(^  can  last  long; 
4it  least  I  am  persuaded,  if  America  has  spirit  enough 
umbom  repellent  wtdfonem,  that  all  the  nations  $\^iU  soon 
follow  her  example ;  and  the  apprehension  of  this  would 
l»e  alone  suffioient,if  thinking  beings  governed  this  island 
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to  induce  tbem  to  silence  America  by  gi/mg  her  satis- 
faction. But  they  rely  upon  our  disunion,  and  think  it 
will  be  time  enough  when  we  shall  have  shown  that  w^ 
can  agree. 

The  Chevalier  concluded  the  conference  by  saying 
that  he  would  write  to  bis  Court  for  farther  informatioa 
and  instructions,  and,  as  I  understood  him,  fbr  full  powers; 
but,  before  he  went  away,  he  said  he  had  orders  from  his 
Court  to  inquire  of  me  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  upon  the  head  of  Ministers  and  Consuls — 
whether  they  would  send  a  Minister  and  Consul  to  Lis- 
bon. His  Court  bad  a  mind  to  send  somebody  to  the 
United  States,  but  etiquette  required  that  Congress 
should  send  in  return  to  Portugal.  I  answered,  that  in 
thd  projet'  of  a  treaty  which  was  in  his  possession, 
there  was  an  article  that  each  party  should  have  a  right 
to  send  Cobsuls ;  so  that  when  the  treaty  was  conchided, 
Portugal  would  be  at  liberty  to  send  when  she  would. 
As  to  Ministers,  I  had  no  instructions;  but  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  if  their  Majesties  of  Portugal  thought 
proper  to  send  an  Ambassador  of  any  denomination,  he 
would  be  received  by  Congress  with  all  the  respect  doe 
to  his  character  and  his  Sovereign.  He  said,  if  there 
was  a  treaty,  there  ought  to  be  Ministers.  I  could  not 
answer  to  this  particularly,  for  want  of  instructions ;  but 
Congress  had  as  yet  but  few  Ministers  abroad,' and, 
indeed,'  they  had  not  found  many  gentlemen  disposed 
to  quit  the  delights  of  their  own  families  and  connexions, 
and  the  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens,  for  the  sake  of 
serving  in  Europe;  and  here  ended  the  conversation. 
With  great  esteem,  be., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mentioQ  iq  its  place  that  I  asked 
the  Chevalier  about  our  ships  being  admitted  to  the 
Portuguese  island  of  Macao,  in  the  j^st  Indies.  He 
said  that  would  be  of  importance  to  us,  for  he  did  not 
see  how  the  comn^eree  with  China  could  be  carried  on 
without  the  use  of  that  island,  as  there  were  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  when  European  ships,  and  American 
too,  he  supposed,  could  not  be  admitted  into  Canton. 
But  our  ships  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  island  as 
fully  as  any  ilation  in  Europe. 

You  will  perceive,  Sir,  by  this  conference,  what  is 
more  and  more  manifest  every  day,  that  there  is,  and 
will  continue,  a  general  scramble  for  navigation.  Carrying 
trade,  ship  building,  fisheries,  are  the  cry  of  every  nation ; 
and  it  will  require  all  the  skill  and  firmness  of  the  United 
States  to  preserve  a  reasonable  share  of  their  own ;  they 
have  brought  treaties  of  commerce  so  much  into  fashion, 
that  more  have  been  made  since  the  American  war,  and 
^re  now  in  negotiation,  than  had  been  made  ibr  a  century 
before.  Courts,  which  never  made  one  before,  are  now 
proposing  them  to  several  others.  Portugal  is  supposed 
to  be  pushing  for  one  with  Russia ;  and  if  we  have 
heretofore  been  discouraged  and  thwarted  in  any  attempts, 
it  was  by  those  who  meant  to  be  beforehand  with  us  in 
proposals,  which  they  taught  us  to  believe  it  unneces- 
sary and  beneath  our  dignity  to  make.  France  does 
not  now  think  it  beneath  her  dignity  to  propose  a  treaty 
with  Russia;  nor  do-  French  or  English  newspapers, 
tinder  'the  direction  of  their  Courts,  think  it  beneath 
them  to  fill  all  Europe  with  reports  of  our  disunion,  and 
of  the  want  of  powers  in  Congress  to  make  treaties,  in 
order  to  k6ep  us  back. 
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The  fatal  poHcy  of  obstrocting  and  deJaying  our  trea- 
ties of  commerce,  especkiBy  with  England,  has  thrown 
Americto  merchants  into  their  present  diitress,  and  nol 
oiily  prevented  our  acquiring  firesh  advantages  in  trade 
by  the  revolutSoiij  but  taken  froto  us^  many  soaites  which 
we  enjoyed  before.  Our  countrymen,  partly  from  penu- 
ry and  pardy  from  fondness,  have  been  too  easily  drattti 

into  the  snare. 

J.  A. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Scjuare,  November  11, 1785- 
Dear  Sir, 

There  is  no  better  advice  to  be  given  to  the  merchants 
pf  the  United  States  than  to  push  their  commerce  to 
the  East  Indies  as  fast  and  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

If  information  from  persons  who  ought  to  know  may 
be  depended  upon,  the  tobacco  and  peltries,  as  well  as 
the  ginseng  of  the  United  States,  are  proper  articles  for 
the  China  market,  and  have  been  found  to  answer  veiy 
well,  and  many  other  of  our  commodities  may  be  found 
in  demand  there.  But  there  is  another  resource,  which 
may  prove  of  equal  value  at  present.  There  arq  many 
persons  in  the  European  factories  in  India,  particularly 
the  English,  who  have  accumulated  large  property  which 
they  wish  to  transmit  to  Europe,  but  h|ive  not  been  able 
to  do  it,  on  account  of  the  distance  and  the  soaicity  of 
freights.  These  would  be  glad  to  sell  us  their  commo- 
dities, and  take  our  bills  of  exchange  upon  Europe  or 
America,  payable  in  twelve  or  eighteen  tnonths— ppssibly 
in  longer  periods. 
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These  facts  ttre  kaioim  to  indivkfoals  in  Ainerica;  but 
will  probably  be  concealed  from  tbe  public  at  large,  lest 
the  speculators  and  adventurers  should  be  too  numerous 
for  die  profit  of  a  few. 

Tbe  States  may  greatly  encourage  these  enterprises 
by  laying  on  duties  upon  the  importation  of  all  East 
liiidis^  goods  from  Elusopet  and,  indeed^  by  proceedings  in 
time  to  prohibitions.  Tins,  however,  may  never  be 
necessary.  Duties  judiciously  calculated,  and  made  high 
enough  to  give  a  clear  advantage  to  the  direct  importer 
from  India)  wiU  answer  the  end  as  effectually  as  prohibi- 
tions, and  are  less  odious,  and  less  liable  to'exc^ions. 

We  sbodd  attend  to  tbb  intereourse  with  the  East 
with  the  more  ardor,  because  the  stronger  the  fboting  we 
obtain  in  those  countries,  of  more  importance  will  our 
friendship  be  to  the  powers  oT  Europe  who  have  large 
connexions  there.  Tbe  East  Indies  will  probably  be 
the  object  and  thd  theatre  of  th^  next  war ;  and  the  more 
familiar  we  are  with  every  thing  relative  to  that  country, 
the  more  vrill  the  contending  parties  desin^  to  vAn  us  to 
their  side^  or,  at  least,  (what  we  ought  to  wish  for  most,) 
to  keep  OS  neotraL 

Much  will  depend  upon  the  behavior  of  our  people 
who  may  go  into  those  cooniries.  If  they  endeavor,  by 
an  ifteproachable  integrity,  bumanity,  and  civility,  to  con- 
ciliate the  ^rteetn  of  the  natives,  they  may  easily  become 
the  most  favored  nation ;  for  the  conduct  of  European 
aatipns  in  gweral,  heretofGa^e,  has  given  U5i  a  great  ad- 
vamage. 

East  India  manufactures  in  silk  and  cotton,  Itc.  aie 
prohibited  in  BIngland;  and  as  we  have  no  such  prdiibi- 
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tioDS  in  America,  because  we  hare  no  such  manuiactares 
for  tbem  to  interfere  with,  we  may  t^ke  tbem  to  a  great 
advantage.    I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


iZepoft  of  Secretary  Jay  on  Mr.  Adamit  letter  of  llti^ 
November  y  1785. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,    ? 
.  May  8,1786.3 

The  Secreury  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 

of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was   referred  a  letter 

.from  the  honorable  Mr.  Adams  of  lltb  November  last, 

reports: 

That  the  facts  and  observations  contained  in  this  letter 
appear  to  your  Secretary  to  be  well  founded. 
•  That  Congress,  for  want  of  power  to  l^gulate  trade 
by  their  own  acts,  can  make  no  other  use  of  this  letter 
than  to  publish  it,  or  to  refer  it  to  the  States. 

That,  in  his  opinion,  it  should  not  be  published,  lest  it 
increase  the  jealousy  with  which  our  late  adventures  to 
the  Indies  have  already  inspired  the  nadons  trading 
thither. 

That  he  also  thinks  it  should  not  be  referred  to  the 
States,  because  the  clashing  and  unsystematical  regu- 
lations which  thirteen  different  States  will  naturally 
establish  must  operate  against  national  objects,  and,  there- 
fore, that  their  interfering  in  national  concerns,  except  in 
subordination  to  the  Federal  Government,  should  not  be 
encouraged. 

Aft  which  Is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY- 
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FROM    JOHN   ADAMS    1*0   JOHN  JAT.. 

,  Grosvenor  Square,  November  24, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  14th 
of  October,  accompanied  with  the  gazettes  and  the  act 
of  Congr^s  of  the  S7th  September. 

You  will  learn  from  Mr.  Dumas's  letters,  as  well  as 
by  the  public  papers,  that  the  treaty  of  defensive  alli- 
ance between  France  and  Holland  was  signed  at  Paris 
on  the  10th  of  this  month*  The  vain  exertions  of  the 
Cabinet  6f  St.  James's  to  prevedt  it  are  so  far  from  be- 
ing a  secret,  that  the  English  or  Orange  party  (which  is 
the  same)  have  inserted  them  in  their  own  Courier  du  Bas 
Rhin.  The  o^rs  are  there  stated  ta  have  been,  the  res- 
titution of  Negapatnam,  the  renunciation  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Moluccas,  the  payment  of  the  millionB  to  the  Em- 
peror, the  warranty  of  the  new  treaty  with  the  Emperor, 
and  the  alteration  of  the  na^dgation  act  in  favor  of  Hol- 
land. Sir  James  Harris,  with  his  Secretary  of  Legation 
and  three  clerks,  are  said  to  have  been  very  busy,  night 
and  day;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  It  is  not  at  all  to  be 
wondered  at  that  British  Ministers  should  be  alarmed  '^  the 
only  wonder  is,  tlat  they  did  not  foresee  and  prevent  the 
danger.  Two  years  ago,  by  an  hones^settlement  with 
America;  and  less  costly  offers  to  Holland,  they  might 
have  maintained  their  rank  among  the  powers  of  Europe. 
It  is  now  lost  forever.      ^ 

The  k)ss  of  the  empire  of  the  seas,  which  their  ambi- 
tion has  long  aspired  to,  and  which  their  arrogance  has 
long ,  claimed,  would  be  a  benefit  to  mankind,  and  no 
real  evil  to  them;  but  they  will  now  find  it  difficult  to 
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defend  their  liberty  upon  jhe  seas;  and  if  the  United 
States  of  America  should  accede  to  this  defensive  alliance 
upon  any  reasonable  terms,  think  of  it  as  they  will,  their 
navigation,  their  possessions  in  the  east  and  west,  and 
their  empire^  wilLbe  at  our  mercy* 

I  am  not  bformed  whether  Congress  have  any  suph 
measures  in  contempIatioDj  but,  if  they  have,  they  ou^ht 
not  to  delay  it  from  any  expectation  of  any  thing  that  I 
can  do  here.  So  far  from  entertaining  any  saoguine 
bopes^  I  think  there  is  scarcely  a  possibility  that  I  should 
do  any  tbmg^  There  are  divisionsJn  the  Mimstry ;  Tbur- 
low,  Gower,  Dundas,  and  Jenkia9oo:,  are  oi  the  okl  lea-^ 
v^,  and  the  King  will  have  them^  or  some  o^ier  of  ^ 
saine  statup,  Id  govern.  Pitt  is  but  a  tool,  aqd  an  osten- 
siUe  |mgeant-^-a  nose  of  tender  vngvn  wax;  he  could  not 
carry  in  Parfiament  nor  in  the  Cabinet  any  honest  system 
with  Ameiica,  if  he  meant  to  do  it^  but  he  is  himsdf  very 
lar  from  being  steady  in  Ins  American  poHtics,  any  more 
than  Camden  or  Riefamond ;  and  Sdne^  and  Caermai^ 
Ibeo  are  ciphers.  This  is  naked  truth ;  but  I  should  be 
unworthy  of  your  confidence  if  I  did  nbt  expose  it  to  you, 
although  your  prucknce,  and  that  of  Congresa,  mil  not 
piYKlaim  it  to  the  world. 

This  great  event  of  the  French  and  Dutch  aHiaiu:e 
must  awaken  tl^  fieiriings  of  this  nation,  if  they  have  any 
leA,  and  i^Surda  the  only  oj^rtunity  which  has  yet  pre- 
sented for  ofieriqg,  with  any  propriety,  i  memorial  con- 
cerning the  evacuation  of  the  frontier  ]^ts.  It  would 
bivQ  looked  somewhat  too  emphatic  to  have  gOTO  with 
a  memorial  the  fina  moment  of  the  arrival  of  the  news, 
and  it^o^ld  be  imprudent  to  delay  it  till  the  whole  im- 
pression b  worn  oC    As  a  medhim,  tben^  I  have  con- 
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cliided,  on  the  day  of  the  next  stated  conferences  of  the 
foreign  Ministers,  which  will  be  next  Thursday,  before  the 
drawing-room,  to  wait  on  Lord Caermarthen  with  a  me 
morial,  requiring,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  the 
evacuation  of  all  the  posts. 

It  will  not  be  done,  however,  and  I  shall  have  no  answer. 
They  have  not  the  courage  to  refuse,  any  more  than  to 
comply.  I  have  no  answer  to  any  of  my  letters  or  me- 
morials to  t}ie  Ministry ;  nor  do  1  expect  any  before  next 
spring — perhaps  not  then. 

There  is  no  resource  for  me  in  this  ilation.  The  peo- 
ple are  discouraged  and  dispirited,  from  the  general  pro- 
fligacy and  want  of  principle,  from  the  want  of  eonfidence 
in  any  leaders,  from  the  frequent  disappointments  and  im- 
positions they  have  experienced  -in  turn  iVom  all  parties. 
Patriotism  is  no  more,  nor  is  any  hypocrite  successful 
enough  to  make  himself 4)elieved  to  be  one. 

Fox,  and  his  friends  and  patrons,  are  ruined  by  the  end- 
less expenses  of  the  last  elections,  and  have  no  longer  any 
spirit  or  any  enterprise. 

North  and  bis  friends  are  afraid  of  impeachments  and 
vengeance,  and  therefore  will  avoid  all  hazardous  experi- 
ments by  which  the  popular  cry  might  be  excited. 

I  see  nothing,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  States  from 
completing  their  measures  for  the  encoutagement  of  their 
own  manufactures  and  navigation,  or  from  deliberating 
upon  a  new  treaty  of  commerce  with  Prance,  or  even  a 
new  alliance.  You  might  probably  purchase  a  market  for 
your  ready  buih  ships,  and  your  oil,  fcc,  in  France,  and 
the  admi^ion  of  your  flour,  and  all  other  tiring?,  to  their 
islands,  by  stipulating  to  lay  greater  duties  upon  British 
than  French  ships  and  goods,  to  lay  duties  upon  English 
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West  India  rum,  in  favor  of  French  brandies,  &c.     But 
in  these  things  1  think  we  need  not  be  in  haste. 

Mr.  Parclay  and  Mr.  Franks  are  gone  to  Moroccoi 
and  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr.  Randall  to  Algiers,  as  I  suppose. 

Russia,  as  well  as  Portugal,  are  piqued  at  present  with 
thb  Court,  and  Count  WarraozQW  has  several  times  lately 
asked  a  friend  of  mine  why  the  United  States  did  not 
make  advances  to  his  mistress.  Our  commissions  for 
treating  with  the  powers  of  Europe  ez)>ire  next  June, 
long  before  we  shall  have  completed  the  business.  Con- 
gress will  determine  whether  to  renew  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  November  24,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  should  have  added  m  my  letter  of  this  day,  that  Shel- 
burne  professes  to  be  steady  to  the  principle  which  be 
adopted  at  the  peace ;  and  if  he  were  to  come  in,  he  would 
do  something  if  he  could ;  but,  as  an  Irishman,  he  is  bated 
both  by  the  English  and  Scotch  nobility.  As  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne,  he  is  envied  for  his  elevation  over  older  fam- 
i  lies,  and  he  seems  to  have  no  sufficient  connexions  to 
support  a  vigorous  administration ;  nor  do  I  learn  there  is 
any  probability  of  his  coming  in. 

Indeed,!  think  this  nation  will  have  dangerous  convul- 
sions. The  nobility  are  poor,  in  debt,  and  distressed ; 
and,  at  present,  the  great  families  all  out  of  power.  Ire- 
land will  give  them  trouble,  and  no  one  can  say  what 
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events  may  tarn  up  from  day  to  day.  If  the  stocks  can 
be  supported,  however,  the  calm  will  continue ;  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  this  can  be.       '    "       ' 

There  is  no  question  more  frequently  asked  me  by  the 
foreign  Ministers  tban — ^What  can  be  the  reason  of  such 
frequent  divisions  of  States  in  America,  and  of  the  dis- 
position to  crumble  into  Httle  separate  societies,  whereby 
there  s^ems  to  be  danger  of  multiplying  the  members  of 
the  confederatioa  without  end^^  or  of  setting  up  petty  re- 
publics, unacknowledged  by  the  confederacy,  apd  refusing 
c43edience  to  it$  laws  ?  In  the  infancy  of  societies,  men 
have  generally  been  too  little  informed  in  their  under- 
standings, and  too  much  given  up  to  the  government  of 
tbeir  passions,  to  associate  in  large  communities;  but, 
experience  has  shown  tbeni  the  ill  effect^  of  too  many 
divisions.  Spain  was  not  long  ago  divided  into  ten  or 
twelve  kingdoms ;  ten  of  them  are  now  united  in  one. 
France  was  once  divided  iiito  t\^elve  States ;  now,  all  in- 
corporated into  one  kingdom.  Scotland  was  formerly 
divided  into  two  kingdoms,  and  England  into  seven ; 
these  are  ^11  now  in  one.  One  must  read  many  volumes 
of  history  to  see  the  miseries  arising  from  those  petty 
divisions  of  mankind,  and  the  immense  expanse  of  blood 
and  treasure  which  it  cost  them  to  learn,  by  experience, 
the  necessity  of  uniting  in  larger  bodies. 

I  have  riot  information  enough  of  the  facts,  in  any  par- 
ticular instance,  to  apply  these  rcjflections  to  any  parti- 
cular case  ;  but  the  frequent  accounts  we  have  in  Europe 
of  new  States  springing  up  out  of  fragments  of  old  ones, 
and  the  numerous  proposals  of  more,  do  us  much  harm 
abroad.  They  are  considered  as.  proofs  of  an  impatience 
of  temper,  a  restlessness  of  disposition,  that  will  give  ua 
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tmxii  ioeoiMreDieQce,  will  weakea  us,  aod  eDd^Dger  our 
cQpfederatioQt 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  all  wbo  desire  our  prosperity 
that  thb  dangerous  spirit  may  be  cheeked  as  far  as  it 
can  be  coasi&^ently  with  reason  and  justice. 
'  It  givea  me  pleasure  lo  learn  that  Doetor  Franklb  is 
arrived  in  so  good  health,  and  tbat  be  is  happy  in  Phila- 
delphia; %fkd  I  wish  very  sincerely  that  bis  great  age 
and  siogiilar  reputation  may  ^ve  him  a  ^minion  over 
the  minds  of  the  people,  sufficient  to  reconcile  them  to 
certain  amendments  in.t^  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
without  which,  that  r^pectable  Commonwealth,  from  the 
very  aature  of  man  and  society,  must  forever  remain  a 
prey  to. unbalaoced  parties.       . 

I  have  not  had  the  time  to  send  you  copies  of  the 
letters  which .  passed  between  me  and  Mr.  .Fagel  and 
Mr.  Dumas,  upon  my  arrival  here.  If,  Mr.  Dumas  has 
done  it,  I  «mNmuch  obliged  to  bim^^nd  it  will  be  un- 
neces9ary  for  me  to  repeat  tbpm.  I  wish  a  Miniver 
may  be  seot  there.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  anybody 
can  be  found  to  accept  of  an  appointment  abroad,  and 
you  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  reluctance. 
With  great  regard,  &c;, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

FROtf  JOHN  AIUMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Oro6T«iM»r  Sqi^utt,  WcsMninster,  DecexQ^r  3,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
Enclosed  are  copies  of  pjnvate  letters  ivhichMve 
passed  between  Lord  Caermarthen  and  me,  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Anstey. 
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The  end  of  this  appointment  is  to  prevent  impositions 
f^KMi  the  commh»ioners  in  ascertiiining  the  claims  of  the 
loyaHsis.  Mr.  Anc^y  will  have  occasion  for  copies  of 
public  records,  to  which  I  suppose  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion in  any  State ;  and  as  his  friendly  reception  will  have 
a  tendency  to  concItidtion>  I  made  no  scruple  to  promise 
to  recommend  him. 

-  I  might  have  written  a  letter  to  this  purpose  to  the 
honorable  the  delegates  oi  each  State ;  and  it  is  not  from 
any  want  of  soS&oieni  respiect  to  them,  but  merely  for 
want  of  time,  that  I  have  not  done  it ;  I  ho^e,  therefore, 
that  the  gentlemen  will  excuse  it,  and  accept  of  this 
general  recommemktion  of 'Mr.  Anstey  to  all  the  mem- 
bers  of  Congress  in  the  execution  of  his  business. 

To  give  the  loyalists  facilities  in  procuring  evidence  of 
their  losses,  in  order  that  they  may  be  compensated  by 
Great  Britain,  is  to  take  away  from  them  all  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint ;  so  that  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought 
to  have  gone  beyond  my  line  in  so  readily  complying  with 
his  Lordship's  request. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS; 


FROM   LORD    CAERMilRTHEN   TO   JOHN   ADAHS. 

St.  James^,  Novexnber  30, 1785. 
Sir, 
The  commissiooers  fpr  the  American  claims  having 
notified  me  t^at^  by  vhrtiie  of  the  power  given  to  them 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  now  in  foroe^   they  have 
Vol.  IV.— 2» 
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appointed  Joba  Ansieyi  of  LincolD's  Ibo^  btrritter  at 
law,  to  repair  to  the  United  Stages  of  America,  to 
inquire  into  such  foots  and  cireumstancet  Bs  may  iae 
ma^al  for  the  better  ascertainidg  the  seveial  ctaitna 
which  have  beeni  or  shall  be,  presented  under  the 
authority  of  the  present  or  former  act ;  and  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  countenance  of  the  sey^ral  States 
may  tend  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  employment, 
I  am  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  Mr.  Anstey's 
appcnntment  to  the  members  of  Congress,  and  recom- 
mend him  to  their  protection  and  countenance,  in  the 
execution  of  the  business  with  which  he  is  charged, 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

CAERMARTHEN. 


FBOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TQ  LORD  CAEBHARTHEN. 

Qro^YCttoi^  Square,  December^,' 1785. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  received,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  the 
letter  which  your  Lordship  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
roe  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

I  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  my  Lord,  to  com- 
municate Mr.  Anstey's  appointment  to  the  members  of 
Congress,  and  to  recommend  him  to  their  protection  and 
coiinfenaiioe  in  tli^  execution  of  the  business  with  which 
he  is  charged. 

And  if  your  Lordship  or  Mr.  Aikstey  ^ouM  appre- 
hend that  it  mi^  be  of  any  servicie  to  him  in  his  publio 
or  t>rivate  capacity,  I  will,  with  pleasure,  give  him  let* 
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ters  of  recommendation  to  the  GovecnoES  of  tbe  several 
States,  or  to  any  other  characters  to  whom  he  may  wish 
to  be  introduced,  whenever  Mr.  Anstey  will  do  me  tbe 
honor  to  call  upon  me. 

With  great  respect,  ^.i 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Gfosveaor  S^naiv,  Dec^nbejr  6,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

If  the  facts  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  state  to 
you  in  my  preceding  letters  are  credited,  I  think  it  will 
appear  thdt  the  connexions  of  these  kingdoms  with 
foreign  powei:s,  every  idea  of  the  balance  of  Europe, 
the  dominions  of  Gre^t  Britain  in  Asia  and  America, 
and  all  considierations  of  posterity,  are  sacrificed  to  9. 
momentary  tranquUlity  and  credit ;  from  which  premises, 
it  will  be  easy  to  conclude  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
memorial,  a  cdpy  of  which  is  here  enclosed,  and  which 
I  shall  certainly  preseiit  to-morrow.  It  will  not  be  an- 
swered in  any  mannier.  It  is  generally  said,  '^  things 
must  take  their  course;  we  must  take  our  chance,  and 
meet  the  consequences  of  all  the  comhmations  of  our 
rivals;"  ^^we  most  risk  it,''  &c*  It  is  coQUQonly  said 
that  Ministry  will  bring  in  an  act  of  Parliameot,  at  their 
next  sessioni  placing  the  United  States  upon  the  footing 
of  the  most  frvpred  nation,  and  then  let  them  do  what 
they  pJie£|S9* 

Thus,  I  find  myself  at  a  full  stop.  I  shall  not  neglect 
any  opportunity  to  say  or  do  whatever  may  have  the 
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least  tendency  to  do  any  good ;  but  it  would  be  lessen- 
ing the  United  Slates,  if  I  were  to  tease  Minitters  with 
applications,  which  would  be  answered  only  by  neglect 
and  silence. 

I  shall  transmit  you  every  thing  I  can,  which  may  afford 
you  any  information ;  but  I  think  Congress  cannot  avoid 
instructing  me  to  demand  an  answer,  and  to  take  my  leave 
and  return  to  America,  if  it  is  not  given  me  in  a  reasonable 
time  in  the  spring.  It  is  now  with  the  States  to  determine 
whether  there  is  or  is  not  union  in  America;  if  there  is, 
tbey  may  very  easily-  make  themselves  respected  in 
Europe  ;  if  there  is  not,  they  will  be  very  little  regarded, 
and  very  soon  at  war  with  England,  as  I  verily  believe. 
I  should  advise  all  the  great  seaport  towns  to  think  a 
little  of  the  means  bf  defence^  put  the  fortifications  tbey 
have  in  as  good  order  as  they  can,  furnish  themselves 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  put  the  miHtia  through- 
out the  continent  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  may  be. 

I  have  little  reliance  on  our  negotiations  in  Barbary  ; 
the  presents  we  have  to  offer  will,  I  fear,  be  despised ; 
we  shall  learn  by  them,  however,  what  will  be  necessary, 
and  Congress  will  determine  what  we  must  do.  Mr. 
Lamb  and  Mr.  .Randall  are  gone.  Mr.  Barclay  has 
been  detained  by  Monsieur  Beaumarchais's  accounts,  but 
I  hope  wiH  go  soon. 

If  all  intercourse  between  Europe  and  America  could 
be  cut  off  forcrver ;  if  every  ship  we  have  were  burnt, 
and  the  keel  of  another  never  to  be  laid,  w^  might  still 
be  the  happiest  people  upon  earth,  and  in  fifty  years 
the  most  powerful.  The  luxuries  we  import  from  Europe, 
instead  of  promoting  our  prosperity,  only  enfeeble  our 
race  of  men  and  retard  the  increase  of  population.    But 
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the  charaoter  of  our  people  must  be  taken  10(0  consider- 
ation;  tbey  are  as  aquatic  as  the  tortoises  and  sea-fowl ; 
and  the  love  of  commerce^  with  its  conveniences  and 
pleasures,  are  habits  in  them  as  unalterable  as  their 
natures.  It  is  in  vain,  then,  to  amuse  ourselves  with  the 
thought  of  annihilating  commerce,  unless  as  pbilosophics^I 
speculations.  We  are  to  consider  men  and  things  as 
practical  statesmen,  and  to  consider  who  our  constituents 
are,  and  what  they  expect  of  us ;  upon  this  principle  we 
shall  find  that  we  must  have  connexions  with  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa ;  and,  therefore,  the  sooner  we  form  those  con- 
nexions with  a  judicious  system,  the  better  it  will  be  for 
us  and  our  children. 

We  may  now  take  measures  which  may  save  us  many 
miseries  and  a  vast  expense  of  blood.  We,  shall  find  that 
nothing  can  be  done  in  Europe,  but  by  keeping  up  the 
dignity  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  dignity  in  Europe 
is  a  very  different  thing  from  that  which  is  and  ought  to 
be  dignity  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

A  Memorial  from  Mr.  Adams,  respecting  the  evacuation 
of  the  posts y  &fc. 

The  subscribe/.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  Staites-of  Am^iica,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to 
the  Ministry  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  that  by  the  seventh 
article  of  the  preliminary  treaty  of  peace  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  signed  at 
Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  confirmed  by  the  defini- 
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tive  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Paris  on  the  third  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  it  was  stipulated,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  should, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  de- 
struction, or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property 
of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies, 
garrisions,  and  fleets  from  the  said  United  States,  and  from 
every  port,  place,  and  harbor  within  the  same,  leaving 
in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery  that  may  be 
therein. 

That,  although  a  period  of  three  years  has  elapsed 
since  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  and  of  more 
than  two  years  since  that  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  posts 
of  Oswegatchie,  Oswego,  Niagara,  Presque  Isle,  Sandusky, 
Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  with  others  not  necessary  to  be 
particularly  enumerated,  and  a  considerable  territory 
around  each  of  them,  all  within  the  incontestable  limits  of 
the  said  United  States,  are  still  held  by  British  garrisons, 
to  the  loss  and  injury  of  the  said  United  States. 

The  subscriber^  therefore,  in  the  name  andbehalf  of  tlie 
said  United  States,  and  in  obedience  to  their  express  com- 
mands, has  the  honor  to  require  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 's 
Ministry  that  all  his  Majesty's  armies  and  ganisons  be 
forthwith  withdrawn  from  the  said  United  States,  from  all 
and  every  of  the  posts  and  fortresses  hereinb^ore  enume- 
rated, and  from  every  other  port,  place,  and  harbor  within 
the  territory  of  the  said  United  States,  according  to  the 
true  intention  of  the  treaties  aforesaid. 

Done  at  Westminster,  this  thh^ieth  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-^five. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADXMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Orosvenor  S(iaaie,  Westmioster,  December  9, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  went  to  Court  yesterday  momiDg,  if  not  in  despair^ 
with  very  faint  hopes  of  ever  receiving  an  answer  to 
any  letter  or  memorial  of  mine  to  the  British  Ministry. 
I  went  early,  but  found  three  of  the  foreign  Ministers 
before  me.  The  rule  is,  to  admit  them  to  his  Lord- 
ship in  the  order  in  which  they  arrive*  In  my  turn 
I  was  shown  into  his  Lordship's  apartment,  received  very 
politely  as  usual,  and  very  much  surprised  to  be  accost* 
ed  by  him  with  "  Mr.  Adams,  I  am  about  to  write  you 
officially.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Howe 
relative  to  your  communication  concerning  the  behavior 
of  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  at  Boston.  The  Admiral- 
ty letter  is  v6ry  long,  and  I  shall  send  you  a  copy  of  it. 
I  am  also  to  answer  your  memorial  concerning  the  sea- 
men. The  ship  is  ordered  and  expected  home  from  the 
East  Indies,  and,  when  she  arrives,  the  man  you  applied 
for  will  be  discharged."  '^And  orders  are  gone  to  Ports- 
mouth to  discharge  the  other  sailor  whom  you  mention- 
ed.'' This  last  requires  some  explanation,  as  I  have  not 
mentioned  it  before  to  you.  Some  time  ago  I  received 
a  letter  from  a  man  at  Portsmouth,  who  called  himself  an 
American,  and  desiring  me  to  apply  for  his  discharge. 
But  as  I  had  no  orders  from  Congress  concerning  him, 
nor  any  other  information  than  his  own  letter,  I  thought 
it  not  safe  to  apply  officially  in  his  behalf.  When  I  de- 
livered my  memorial  demanding  the  discharge  of  the 
sailors  in  general,  I  showed  this  man's  letter  to  his  Lonl- 
st^ip,  and  left  it  with  him ;  and  it  has  had,  it  ^eems,  a 
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better  fortune  than  I  expected.  I  replied  to  his  Lord- 
ship that  I  was  Very  happy  to  hear  that  I  was  soon  to 
have  an  official  answer,  for  that  whenever  we  could  come 
to  communicate  officially  and  freely,  I  hoped  we  might 
gradually  remove  all  difficulties.  We  fell  then  into  some 
conversation  upon  the  other  points.  But  as  nothing  new 
was  said  on  either  side,  and  I  could  learn  nothing  new 
from  bkn,  it  would  be  fatiguing  you  to  no  purpose  to 
repeat  it.  One  thing,  however,  his  Lordship  said,  in  the 
x^ourse  of  conversation^  viz :  '^  That  he  could  not  yet 
give  me  any  sa^sfaction  upon  any  other  points,  because 
nothing  was  yet  determined*  Mr.  Pitt  had  all  my 
papers  under  consideration,  and  bad  not  yet  determined 
any  thing." 

At  length,  I  presented  to  his  Lordship  the  memorial  of 
the  30th  November,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  enclosed.  I 
do  not  expect  an  answer  till  next  summer.  But  I 
thought  it  safest  for  the  United  States  to  have  it  repre- 
sented, because,  without  it,  some  excuses  or  pretences 
might  have  been  set  up,  that  the  evapuations  had  not 
yet  been  formally  demanded. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM   JOHN   ADAMS   TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  December  12,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  at  length  an  official  answer  from  the  Marquis 
^  Oaermarthen,  in  bis  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  a  copy  of  which  isenclos^d,  together  with  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  of  the 
7th,  to  his  Lofdship.  I  wish  I  might  expect  as  sea- 
sonable an .  aqswer  to  my  memorials  of  the  30th  No- 
vember, and  all  other  letters,  proposal?,  and  memorials. 
Their  answeir  concerning  the  sailors  is  more  favorable 
than  I  expected  ;  and  that  respecting  Captain  Stanhope 
is  as  much  so.  All  the  foreign  Ministers  here  com- 
plain that  they  cannot  get  any  answers  from  the  Ministry 
respecting  seamen,  without  great  difficulty.  The  Count 
de  Kag^neck,  the  Imperial  Minister,  told  me  lately  that 
he  bad  memorialized  for  a  sailor  three  years  ago^  and 
had  often  solicited  an  answer,  but  could  not  obtain  it  to 
this  day. 

With  great  respect,  Stc, 

.  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  XiORD  CAERHABTHEN  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

St.  James's,  December  9,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  did  not  fail  to  lay  before  the  King  the  letter  you  did 
roe  the  honor  ta  write  to  me  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
Captaie  Stanhope,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Mercury, 
at  Boston,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  enclosed  therein,  as  well  as  your  memorial 
cteioiiog  the  release  of  such  American  seapten  as  are 
detained  in  his  Majesty's  service;  and  his.  Majesty 
having,  directed  me  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  consideration  and  opinion,  ais 
to  what  orders  it  might  be  proper  to  giv^  thereupon,  I 
send, you,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  received 
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from  their  Lordships  on  these  subjects ;  which  I  hope 
will  coDviDce  you  that  every  possible  atteation  has  been 
paid  to  your  representation  upon  these  points. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

CAERMARTHEN. 


jntOM    THE    liORDS    OP   THE   ADMlBALTr   TO  LO&D  CAER- 
HARTHEir. 

Admiralty  Offioe,  December  7, 1785. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship  having  transmitted  to  us^  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  ultimo,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  have 
received  from  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  together  with  the  resolution 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Stanhope,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Mercury, 
at  Boston,  in  the  month  of  August  last ;  and  your  Lord- 
ship having  signified  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  we 
should  take  the  same  into  our  consideration ;  and  that,  as 
Captain  Stanhope,  in  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  has  made  use  of  expressions  which  appear  to  be 
highly  improper  and  unbecoming,  we  should  acquaint 
your  Lordship,  for  hia  Majesty's  information,  with  our 
opinion  thereupon^  and  transmit  you  a  copy  of  such 
orders  as  may  be  judged  proper  to  be  sent  to  Captain 
Stanhope,  that  you  may  lay  the  same  before  the  King, 
and  receive  hia  Majesty's  commands  us  to  the  answer  to 
be  returned  to  the  American  Minister's  letter;  and  your 
Lordship  having  also  tninsmitted  to  us,  in  jrour  said  letter, 
a  copy  of  a  memorial  which  you  have  recenred  from  the 
American  Minister,  requiring  the  discharge  of  American 
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seamen  detained  in  bis  Majesty's  ships^  and  desired  to 
be  informed  of  tbe  orders  we  may  judge  proper  to  give 
tbereupon;  that  you  may  acquaint  Mr.  Adams  tbere- 
witb|  vre  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  in 
return  to  the  former  part  of  your  letter,  that  we  have 
not  received  any  account  from  Commod(»re  Sawyer  or 
Captain  Stanhope  of  the  transaction  at  Boston,  which 
gave  rise  to  Captain  Stanhope's  complamt  to  Governor 
Bowdoin ;  but,  whatever  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case 
might  be,  his  complaint  should  certainly  bavo  been 
expressed  m  more  proper  and  becoming  terms ;  and 
having  once  made  it,  he  would  have  done  well  to  have 
afterwards  remained  on  board  bis  ship,  and  not  exposed 
himself  lo  a  repetition  of  the  injury,  or  engaged  in  any 
dispute,  {which,  by  his  commanding  officer's  instructions, 
be  had  been  partlculaily  cautioned  to  avoid,)  but  have 
finished  his  business  as  soon  as  possible,  and  left  the  port, 
trusting  tblit  any  insult  he  had  received  in  his  pub- 
lic character  would  be  duly  noticed  when  properly 
represented  to  bis  Majesty*  We  beg  leave,  at  the  same 
time,  to  suggest  the  necessity  which  we  conceive  there 
is  for  a  mutual  friendly  reception  of  the  subjects  of 
Stateis  in  amity  with  each  other,  in  their  respective  ports, 
provided  they  conform  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
place. 

That,  upon-  meeting  with  a  different  ti'eaimeot,  we 
apprehend  tbe  parties  can  only  seek  protection  by  appK- 
eation  to  the  chief  magistrate  resident  on  tbe  spot,  as 
it  might  be  impossible  for  them  to  stay  long  enough  to 
obtain  it  in  tbe  conomon  forms  of  law,  to  which  the 
Governor  referred  Captain  Stanhope  for  redress  ;  and  we 
must  remark  that|  in  this  instance,  it  appears,  from  the  eon* 
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versation  whicfa  passed  oo  the  subject,  the  act  of  violence 
offered  to  Captain  Stanhope  arose  not  from  any  improprie- 
ty in  his  private  conduct,  but  in  resentment  of  certain  pub- 
lic commercial  regulations  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  his 
entering  the  port.  And  though  the  Governor  supposes 
these  kinds  ^f  outrages  to  be.  very  frequent  in  all  seaports, 
we  do  not  know  of  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the 
American  States  having  experienced  similar  treatment  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  these  kingdoms. 

We  have  transmitted  to  Commodore  Sawyer,  a  tran* 
script  of  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress, 
with  directions  to  him  to  call  upon  Captain  Stanhope  for 
the  motives  of  his  conduct  in  the  matters  therein  com- 
plained of,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to 
your  Lordship  our  sentiments  thereon*  when  the  commo- 
dore's report  enables  us  to  pay  due  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's commands  on  that  head. 

With  respect  to  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Adams  in  his 
memorial,  mentioned  in  the  latter  part  of  your  Lord- 
ship's letter,  that  orders  be  immediately  given  for  the 
release  of  Richard  Low,  and  of  all  such  seamen,  soldiers, 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as,  having  been  cap- 
tured during  the  late  war,  may  yet  be  detained  in  his 
Majesty's  prisons,  garrisons,  armies,  and  ships,  we  have 
to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that,  as  it  is  not  probable 
any  American  seamen  of  the  descriptbn  above  mentioned 
should  be  detained  on  board  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships, 
except  those  which  are  now  on  their  passage  from  the 
East  Indies,  (all  others  having  been  put  into  commission 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  war,)  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  give  a  general  order  for  their  release,  as 
those  ships  will  be  paid  off  as  soon  as  possible  after 
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tbeir  arrival,  and  tfieir  crews  consequeDtly  discharged 
from  his  .Majesty's  service. 

As  to  John  Ledyard;  (whbse  applicatiou  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Powerfql,  ooe  qf  the  guard-ships  at 
Plymouth,  accompanied  the  memorial,  although  not 
particularly  mentioned  therein,)  having  found,  upon  in- 
quiring into  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  thut  he  is  a 
subject  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  declared 
himself  to  be  a  native  of  Boston  when  he  voluntarily 
entered  on  board  that  ship>  we.  have  ordered  him  to  be 
discharged  agreeable  to  his  request;  and  if  any  other 
seamen,  subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  are  serving 
on  board  his  Majesty's  ships,  they  vdll  be  considered  in 
the  same  light  as  subjects  of  other  foreigt)  States,  and 
ctmsequently  be  discharged  upon  application  to  this 
board,  either  directly,  or  through  the  medjum  of  their 
Minister  residing  at  this  Court,  if  their  just  pretensions 
thereto  shall  be  properly  ascertained. 
We  are,  fee, 
HOWE, 

GHA:  BRETT, 
RD:  HOPKINS, 
J.  LEVESON  GOWER- 


FROM   JOHN  ADAMS   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Qrosvenor  Square,  Cumber  15, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
There  are  mysterious  movements  of  varipus  kinds 
that  oughuto  be  obserited  and  reflected  on,  although  we 
cannot  draw  ady  certain  conclusions  from  them. 
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General  Faucett  is  often  at  the  levee,  not  indeed  on 
Wednesdays,  nor  at  the  drawing-room  on  Thursdays,  oo 
which  occasions  the  foreign  Ministers  attend,  but  on 
Fridays,  when  there  are  no  strangers,  and  when  only  the 
Ministers  of  State,  and  the  officers  of  the  array  and 
navy,  and  some  of  their  own  foreign  Minbters  and  other 
civil  officers  appear.  From  this  circumstance,  certain 
warm  imaginations  entertain  suspicions  that  Faucett  is  to 
be  sent  to  Brunswick,  Hesse,  Anspach,  &c.,  to  enlist  an- 
other body  of  mercenaries.  But  it  is  more  probable  it  is 
to  consult  upon  certain  points  relative  to  the  pay  of  the 
Grennan  troops  for  time  and  services  that  are  passed. 

General  Arnold  is  gone  out  to  America  too;  From 
this,  some  persons  have  conjectured  that  war  is  deter- 
mined on,  or  at  leadt  thought  not  improbable.  He  went 
to  Halifax  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  with  a  cargo  of  his  own, 
upon  a  trading  voyage,  as  is  giv^ii  out.  This  I  can 
scarcely  believe.  It  would  hardly  be  permitted  a 
general  officer  to  go  upon  such  a  trade.  He  said  him- 
self he  had  a  young  family  to  provide  for,  and  could  not 
bear  an  idle  life.  This  is  likely  enough.  I  rather  think, 
then,  that  he  has  obtained  leave  to  go  out  and  purchase 
himself  a  settlement  in  Nova  Scotia  or  Canada,  that  be 
may  be  ready  against  the  possibility  of  a  war,  and  that  he 
may  be  out  of  the  way  of  feeling  the  neglect  and  con- 
tempt in  which  he  is  held  by  not  only  the  army,  but  the 
world  in  general. 

Joseph  Brandt  has  lately  arrived  with  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Hamilton  from  Quebec,  and  the  Indian  has  been 
presented  to  the  King  at  a  Friday  levee — ^I  suppose  as  a 
colonel  in  the  British  service.  This  confirms  and  no- 
creases  the  reports  of  a  general  confederation  of  the  In* 
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dian  nations  against  the  United  States^  which  the  refu- 
gees propagate,  partly  from  the  pleasure  they  take  in  the 
thought,  and  parUy  to  persuade  Goyernment  to  build 
ships  and^  forts  upon  the  lakes— services  in  which  they 
hope  to  get  employment  under  the  Crown,  and  the  fin- 
gering of  some  of  its  money.  Brandt  iias  been  hereto- 
fore in  England,  and  is  prolmbly  sent  for  now  to  be  con- 
suked,  as  well  as  Hamilton.  But  there  are  such  dis- 
putes and  discontents  in  Canada  that  the  Ministry  know 
not  what  course  to  steer,  and,  I  suppose,  wish  to  have 
Carleton  and  Haldiman,  Hamilton  and  Brandt,  all  to* 
gether,  &ce  to  face,  that  they  may  determine  what  to  do. 
They  will  determine  all  at  once  vtho  shall  be  governor ; 
wlmt  form  the  government  shall  have  ;  whether  to  give 
up  the  frontier  posts  ;  whether  to  treat  with  the  Indians 
for  neutrality  or  alliance;  whether  to  build  ships  or  forts 
upon  the  lakes,  &o.  But  as  this  Cabinet  is  extremely 
undecid^,  they  cannot  but  be  secret  until  they  shall 
be  forced  to  determine.  We  may  learn  something  in 
the  winter  session  of  Parliament,  but  shall  not  know  the 
whole  tilt  next  summer.  / 

l^e  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  Colonel  Smith  have 
leturaed  fioib  Germany,  sooiewbat  alarmed  at  the  im- 
presi^on  made  in  that  country  by  tfa6  Snglish  newspapers 
to  our  disadvantage.  When  1  first  became  acquainted  a 
little  iQ  Europe,  I  tvas  constantly  chagrined  by  this  per- 
petual impudence  of  the  puUic  prints,  and  have  all  along 
dofie  as  much  iffi  my.  time  and  means  i^ould  admit  of  to 
detect  it.  But  I  have  k)ng  since  found  it  an  Augean 
scal^. 

The  truth  is,  that  these  naisrepresetflatioils,  instead  of 
beii^  disooun^naficed,  are  eiMM>uraged  by  every  Colirt 
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and  Government  in  Europe.  The  secret  motive  is  the 
fear  of  emigration.  America  is  popular ;  it  is  a  no?eky. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  provisions,  a  plenty  of  employ- 
ment in  agriculture,  handicrafts,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce. The  multitudes  in  every  nation  are  poor,  loaded 
with  taxes,  the  necessaries  of  life  dear,  and  employm^st 
difficult  to  obtain,  and  very  meanly  paid.  This  occa- 
sions an  impatience  and  discontent  at  home,  and  an 
ardent  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.  Every 
Government  in  Europe  is  very  sensible  of  tbis,taid,  there- 
fore, all  the  sdribblera  in  their  pay  or  under  their  inflvK 
ence  (which  are  almost  all  that  exist)  ase  encouraged  to 
collect  every  circumstance  which  can  throw  a  damp 
upon  the  spirit  of  emigration ;  and  eveiy  tale  of  the  kind^ 
every  story  which  represents  America  disunited,  in  con- 
fusion, anarchy,  poor,  distressed,  miseraUe,  is  eagerly 
caught  at,  and,  true  or  false,  is  industriously  repeated 
by  letters  and  rumors ;  and  ignorant  people  are  thus 
deceived  into  a  belief  that  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether 
they  shall  be  more  comfbrtable  in  America!  than  at  home. 

If  we  look  into  the  foreign  gazettes  wjhicb  circulate  in 
France,  and  are  under  French  influence^  as  the  Gazette 
d' Avignon,  the  Gazette  de  Deux  Pdnts,  the  Bmssds 
Gazette,  and  others,  we  find  as  many  political  invsntions 
to  this  purpose  as  in  the  EUgUsh  newspap«».  I  say  this 
from  knowledge,  for  I  have  examined  those  puUicatkins 
with  attention,  with  this  very  view,  for  a  long  time 
together.  Even  the  French  Mercury,  puWshed  under 
the  inspection  of  Government,  and  avowed  hj  it,  is  but 
little  purer  than  the  rest ;  for  the  French  are  averse  to 
emigrations,  and  much  afraid  of  them. 

In  England,  there  is  not  one  newspaper  but  is  full  o( 
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such  dismal  and  sueh  false  representations.  One  paper  lo 
the  city,  under  the  influence  of  an  Irish  volunteer,  has 
lately  discovered  some  inclination  to  be  more  impartial ; 
but  all  the  writers  in  the  rest  are  busily  employed  in 
abusing  us,  and  it  is  so  far  encouraged  by  all  parties, 
chiefly  from  the  dread  of  ett)ignQtibns,  that  it  is  unpopular 
to  insert  any  thing  to  th^  contrary.  It  has  even  been 
refused  to  insert  the  acts  of  Congress  or  the  States,  the 
speeches  of  Governors  and  other  public  proc^dings,  in 
the  knowledge  of  which  this  nation  is  greatly  interested, 
without  paying  at  the  rate  of  advertisements,  and  this 
even  by  a  news-writer  who  piques  himself  upon  his 
impartiality,  and  boasts  that  his  paper  is  open  to  all 
parties.  Doctor  Price  is  ccmtinually  abused  for  his 
pamphlet,  and  sometimes  expressly  because  it  tends  to 
tncoiirage  emigrations.  In  this  state  of  things,  I  must 
be  Gautious. 

I  am  not  able  to  pay  the  scribes  like  an  exchequer, 
nor  promise  them  pay  or  promotion  like  an  opposition. 
And,  indeed,  paragraphs  in  otir  favor  seem  only  to  pro*- 
voke  ten  inv^ntbtis  against  Us.  Something  might  be  done 
in  time,  however,  by  mixing  in  conversation,  and  exj)lain- 
ing  or  contradicling  the  grossest  atid  worst  abuses.  But 
this  can  be  done  in  these  countrieis  only  by  the  civilities 
df  the  table^  and  by  a  liberal  hospit^lHy^  in  which  we  are 
moch  straitened.  House  rent,  furniture,  carriage,  and  k 
oertaib  iKimber  of  servants,  with  the  daily  expenses  of 
tiviftg,^  which  cannot  be  avoided  without  becoming  the 
iscbm  of  the  world>  iand  without  being  insulted  by  every 
footman  and  porter j  consume  all,  tind  more  than  all,  our 
lBllow«nce.  I  feel  for  the  cit^umstapces  of  my  country 
Vol.  IV.— 30 
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as  much  as  any  man  in  it ;  but  I  am  sure  those  ciFCuni- 
6taQces  will  not  be  mended  hj  extreme  parsimony  in 
the  support  of  her  servants  and  negotiators  in  Europe. 
Frugality  in  America  b  a  great  virtue,  and  it  ought  to  be 
attended  to  by  all  employed  in  Europe ;  but  we  shall 
find  that  hospitality,  and  even  splendor  and  magnificence, 
are  essential  to  the  support  of  our  reputation  in  every 
country  of  Europe,  even  in  Holland,  and  much  more  so 
in  England  than  even  at  Versailles,  though  we  cannot 
make  a  formal  distinction  between  these  two. 

When  your  Ministers  are  seen  to  take  rank  of  nobles 
and  bishops  at  St.  James's,  who  sp^nd  many  thousands  a 
year,  and  are  observed  to  live  at  home  and  appear  abroad 
with  what  is  called  '^  7a  plus  infame  ^cimomitj^  which  b 
the  expression  every  day  in  vogue,  you  will  find  that 
neither  you  nor  they  will  be  considered  as  of  any  con- 
sequence. To  talk  of  republican  simplicity,  is  to  make 
itwor^e.  Every  republican  idea  is  detested,  and  they 
think  themselves  bound  in  duty  to  ridicule  it  and  beat  it 
out  of  countenance  in  self-defence. 

Your  Ministers  abroad  must  keep  a  table  for  the 
entertainment  of  their  countrymen,  for  the  entertainment 
of  strangers  who  are  presented  at  Court,  and,  consequent- 
ly to  them,  to  return  the  civilities  that  are  shown  them 
by  foreign  Ministers,  and  by  people  of  high  rank,  in  the 
country ;  they  ought  to  keep  a  table  at  times  for  the 
entertainment  of  men  of  letters  and  eminence  in  arts  and 
sciences,  by  which  they  might  remove  the  prejudices  oi 
the  world  against  their  country  and  themselves,  and 
attract  some  attention  and  good-will  to  both.  How  fiir 
any  of  these  things  are  in  our  power  to  do,  I  cheerfully 
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submit  to  the  consideratioa  and  decbioa  of  Congress^  be- 
ing determined  to  do  every  tbing  in  my  power  with  the 
means  I  h^ve,  and  to  be  happy  myself^  whether  I  make  a 
little  figure  or  a  great  one. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

FBOH  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosveuor  Square,  Westminster,  December,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  anxious  to  convey  to  you,  if  I  can,  in  as  strong  a 
light  as  that  in  which  I  see  it  myself,  the  impossibility  of 
our  doing  any  thing  satisfactory  with  this  nation,  espe- 
cially under  this  Ministry,  that  the  States  may  neither 
neglect  nor  delay  any  measure  which  they  would  judge 
necessary  or  expedient,  upon  the  certainty  that  England 
will  not  alter  her  conduct.  In  order  to  do  this,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  write  freely  things  which  Congress  ought 
to  know,  .but  to  keep  secret.  I  know  how  much  I  expose 
myself;  but  as  I  have  hitherto  made  it  my  rule,  as  much 
as  I  could,  to  conceal  nothing  which  I  thought  necessary 
to  be  known,  whatever  might  be  the  consequence  to  my- 
self, I  shall  not  now  begin  a  new  system,  and  shall  only 
request  that  a  reasonable  caution  may  be  observed  not  to 
injure  a  man  merely  for  discharging  a  disagreeable  part  of 
his  duty. 

The  Iting,  I  really  think,  is  the  most  accomplished 
courtier  in  his  dominions;  with  all  the  affability  of  Charles 
the  Second,  he  has  all  the  domestic  virtues  and  regu- 
larity of  conduct  of  Charles  the  First.   He  is  the  greatest 
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talker  in  the  world,  and  has  a  tienacious  memory,  stored 
with  resources  of  small  talk,  concerning  all  the  little 
things  of  life,  which  are  inexhaustible.  But  so  much  of 
his  time  is,  and  has  been,  consumed  in  this,  that  he  is,  in 
all  the  great  affairs  of  society  and  government,  as  weak^ 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  as  we  ever  understood  him  to  be 
in  America.  He  is  also  as  obstinate.  The  unbounded 
popularity  acquired  by  bis  temperance  and  facetiousdess, 
added  to  the  splendor  of  his  dignity,  gives  him  such  a 
continual  feast  of  flattery,  that  he  thinks  all  he  does  is 
right ;  and  he  pursues  his  own  ideas  with  a  firmness 
which  would  become  the  best  system  of  action.  He  has 
a  pleasure  in  bis  own  will  and  way,  without  which  he 
would  be  miserable ;  which  seems  to  be  the  true  princi- 
ple upon  which  he  has  always  qhosen  and  rejected  Minis- 
t3r8.  He  has  an  habitual  contempt  of  pairk)is  and  pa- 
triotism, (at  least  for  what  are  called  in  this  country  by 
those  names,)  and  takes  a  delight  in  mortifying  all  who 
have  any  reputation  for  such  qualities,  and  in  supporting 
those  who  have  a  counter  character.  Upon  this  princi- 
ple only  can,  I  account  for  the  number  of  toHes  which  were 
forced  into  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  for  the  immo- 
derate attachment  to  Anierican  refugees  which  has  ap- 
peared in  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  very  young,  yet  he  has  discovered  abili- 
ties and  firmnei^s  upon  some  occasions,  but  I  have  never 
seen  in  him  any  evidence  of  greater  talents  than  I  have 
seen  in  members  of  Congress,  and  in  other  scenes  of  life 
in  America  at  his  age.  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  decided 
proofs  of  principle,  or  patriotism,  or  virtue ;  on  the  con- 
trary, there  are  many  symptoms  of  the  want  of  these 
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equalities,  without  wbicb  no  statesman  ever  yet  appeared 
uniformly  g^reat,  or  wrought  out  any  memorable  salvation 
for  any  country*  In  American  affiiirs  he  has  vibrated 
credit  as  a  pendulum,  and  no  one  can  yet  guess  when 
be  will  have  6%ed.  His  attention  appears  to  have  been 
chiefly  given  to  two  objects — preserving  tranquillity  and 
raising  the  stocks.  His  attention  to  these  would  have 
been  laudable,  }(  he  had  not  neglected  otbetrs  equally 
essentia]  in  the  end,  though  not  so  urgent  for  the  present 
period.  The  discontents  of  tbci  nation,  arising  from  their 
late  disappointments,  di$graces,  and  humiliations,  as  well 
as  the  pressure  of  taxes,  would  have  broken  out  into  se- 
ditions, if  the  Ministers  had  not  studiously  avoided  every 
thing  vdiicb  could  raise  a  clamor  or  operate  forcibly  upo9 
popular  passions ;  and  if  the  stocks  could  not  have  been 
supported,  all  would  have  been  distraction  at  once.  With 
all  his  care,  he  has  barely  escaped  from  more  furious 
tumults,  at  the  expense  of  a  few  stones  thrown  at  liis  car- 
riage and  a  few  executions  in  effigy.  The  stocks  he  has 
raised  ;  and  if  he  can  keep  them  up,  they^  will  support 
him,  and  intoxicate  the  nation  to  such  a  degree,  that  I 
presume  it  will  be  jnapossible  for  him  to  pursue  that  sys- 
tem towards  America  and  Ireland  which  is  indispensa* 
ble  for  the  complete  preservation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
empire. 

No  Briton  would  deserve  the  character  of  a  statesman , 
without  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
nation,  relative  to  their  liberties  and  form  of  government, 
relative  to  their  manufacUres,  <  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, relative  to  their  foreign  dominions  b  ^sia,  Africaj^ 
America,  and  in  Europe,  relatively  to  all  the  other 
powers  of  Ewropef,  especially  their  ancient  enemy,  wha 
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has  always  eDdangered  their  existence — I  ttiean  the  Crown 
of  Bourbon  ;  and  their  ancient  friends,  who  have  assisted 
in  supporting  them,  and  rearing  up  their  wealth  and 
power — ^I  mean  the  Dutch  and  the  United  States  of 
America ;  and  all  these  relatively  to  the  interest  of  pos- 
terity  and  future  ages.  But  I  have  not  seen  the  least 
appearances  of  any  man  in  the  three  kingdoms,  among 
the  men  in  power,  who  answers  this  description. 

Lansdowne  is  the  most  like  it,  bat  he  is  suspected; 
his  selfishness  is  acknowledged,  and  his  influence  far 
from  great.  The  posts  upon  our  frontier  give  me  great 
uneasiness. 

The  Ministers  and  people,  th^  Chancellor,  IVfr.  Dun- 
das,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  aitd  Lord  Gower,  being  of  the  old 
set  of  King's  friends,  it  may  be  easily  supposed  that 
they  think  and  feel  like  him,  and,  consequently,  that 
they  are  masters  of  his  character;  that  they  embar- 
rass Mr.  Pitt  whenever  his  principles  interfere  with 
the  King^s.  To  their  counsel,  probably,  is  owing  the  late 
accession  to  the  league  in  Germany,  which  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  is  thought  to  have  opposed  ;  to  the 
same  cause  we  may  ascribe  the  undecided  conduct  towards 
Holland,  where  Sir  James  Harris  is  as  complete  a  cipher 
as  the  Baron  de  Lynden  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be  at 
St.  James's. 

The  King  has  been  amused  by  his  old  deceivers,  who 
are  very  much  alike  in  America,  Holland,  and  Ireland", 
by  assurances  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  his  party- 
would  get  the  upper  hand,  and  that  the  populace  would 
rise  to  De  Witt  and  the  patriots.  Under  this  fond  delu- 
sion the  time  has  been  dreamed  away,  and  those  o^rs 
were  delayed  until  they  were  too  late  to  have  any  efiect. 
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which,  if  they  had  been  id  season,  would  have  preserved 
the  friendship,  or  at  least  the  neutrality,  of  the  Dutch  to 
this  country. 

Lord  Camden  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  if  they 
ever  had  any  just  notions  of  the  relation  between  Eng- 
land and  America,  are  become  soured  by  the  company 
they  keep ;  and  if  they  are  not  inimical,  they  are  at  least 
peevish  and  fretful  on  every  subject  that  concerns  us. 

Lord  Caerhianhen  is  rich  and  of  high  ranlc,  very  civil 
and  obliging,  but  is  not  enough  of  a  man  of  business  to 
have  influence  in  the  Cabinet,  or  to  project  or  conduct 
any  thing. 

Lord  Sidney,  with  less  wealth  and  a  lower  rank,  has 
all  the  parts  of  the  same  character.  If  these  traits  of 
character  are  just,  you  will  easily  be  convinced  that  we 
cannot  expect  from  the  present  Ministry  any  reasonable 
arrangement  with  America  for  some  time. 

If  we  look  to  opposition,  we  see  no  bettw  prospects. 
Lord  North  is  supposed  to  have  great  influence;  but 
how?  By  being  at  the  head  of  the  landed  interest, 
which  is  but  another  term  for  the  tory  interest.  If  he 
should  depart  from  their  system,  he  would  lose  all  con- 
ilideration. 

Mr.  Fox  has  never  been  steady  in  American  politics, 
and  he  has  not  at  present  the  spirit  to  take  any  decided 
part;  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  would  be  more  liberal, 
but  he  has  no  chance  to  4:ome  in ;  and  if  be  had,  he 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  any  plan  into  dxecution ;  so 
ntimerous  and  violent  fn>m  all  quarters  would  be  the 
opposition  to  him. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has  some  good  opinions 
of  American  commerce ;  but,  although  he  is  celebfaied 
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for  raiaute  details  of  iaformation  id  American  a^irs,  by 
all  I  can  learn  of  him^  be  has  lost  his  judgment  and  the 
true  system  in  the  chaos  of  this  very  minutiae ;  and  be  is 
extremely  odious  to  great,  muhitudes  of  the  people. 

Add  to  aU  these  unfavorable  considerations,  that  the 
stocks  are  at  a  great  height,  and  the  nation  consequently 
in  high  spirits,  as  they  have  now  evidence,  they  think, 
that  their  commerce  flourishes,  and  their  credit  is  estab- 
lished without  a  treaty  with  the  United.  States,  and  with- 
out opening  the  West  Indies  or  Cai^a,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Newfoundknd,  to  us,  without  taking  off  the  alien  duty 
upon  oil,  or  admitting  our  ready  built  ships  for  sale,  they 
will  not  now  think  it  necessary  to  do. any  of  these  things. 
The  general  opinaon  is,  that  an  act  of  Parliament  will  be 
made  at  the  ensuing  Parliament,  placing  the  United 
States  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  and 
then  let  things  take  their  course ;  let  the  United  States 
do  as  they  please,  lay  on  duties  or  prohibitions,  or  make 
navigation  ^cts,  as  they  judge  proper. 

France  is  not  idle  amidst  all  this ;  the  language  they 
bold  is  that  of  perpetual  and  universal  peace;  their 
Amba3sador8  in  all  the  Courts  of  i^rope  speak  in  this 
style.  The  corps  diplomatic  here  have  it  familiarly  in 
their  mouths,  that  the  Courts  of  London  and  Versailles 
have  now  the  best  dispo^sition  towards  each  other,  and 
that  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  bng  peace  between 
them ;  and  there  is  such  a  fund  of  gullibility  in  this  natiood 
that  these  lullabies  sooth  tbem  into  ()erfect  security. 
Indeed,  it  is  possible  the  peace  may  be  maintained  for 
some  years — ^loqg  enough  for  the  English  to  get  a  littlfli 
money  to  go  to  war  again.  But  if,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  the  navies  of  France  and  Holland  shall  be 
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pitted  against  that  of  Great  Britaia^  and  especially  if  the 
United  States  $hall  join  their  privateers  and  aid9  to  the 
confederacy,  the  crisis  of  the  British  empire  will  then  be 
complete,  and. its  destruoUoa  certain .r^  ^me  men  see, 
but  posterity  and  futurity,  though  not  very  distant,  ap- 
pear to  be  less  attended  to  in  this  country  at  pres^nt^ 
than  in  any  other  in  the  world.  Present  advantage  is  all 
they  aim  at ;  present  evil  is  all  they  hope  to  shun  ;  are  so 
Qjseiured  of  peace  with  all  their  neighbors  in  Europe,  that 
they  bold  all  we  can  do  in  indifference.  They  think 
that  if  we  should  raise  an  army  and  take  these  posts,  as 
ve  have  a  light  to  do,  it  would  not  oblige  them  to  go,  to 
war  with  us;  but  if  we  iilK>uld  march  an  army  lo  Quebec 
and  take  it,  and  another  to  Nova  Scotia  and  take  ihat,  it 
would  be  no  great  harm  to  them ;  if  we  should  fit  out  pri-; 
vateers  against  their  trade,  they  could  easily  send  a  line 
of  frigates  along  our  coast,  that  would  do  us  more  harm, 
so  that  they  are  quite  easy ;  but  they  rely  upon  it,  that 
we  shall  not  raise  an  army  to  take  the  posts.  The  ex* 
peitfie  and  difficulty  they  know  will  be  great,  and,  there- 
fore^ tbey  think  they  may  play  with  ua  as  long  as  they 
please.  The  refiigees  are  dcnng  all  they  can  to. persuade 
the  King  and  Ministry  to  build  a  fleet  of  armed  ships 
upon  the  lakes,,  and  to  negotiate  with  all  the  Indian  na- 
ticms  in  order  to  attach  them  to  their  side.  If  these  peo- 
ple can  prevail,  our  postd  will  iK>t  be  evacuated  until  this 
new  system  i^  accomplisbed.  The  resolutions  of  somer 
of  the  United  States,  staying  proceedinga  at  law  for  old 
debts,  and  some  other  resolutions  concenmg  the  tories, 
reprefsented  to  have  been  in  some  instances  counter  tp 
the  treaty,  will  be  the  pretence^  In  short,^,Sir,  I  am  likely 
to  be  as  insignificant  here  as  you  can.  inlagine.  I  shall 
be  trea^  as  I  have  been,  with  all  the  civility  that  is 
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shown  to  other  foreign  Ministers,  but  shall  do  nothing  ; 
I  shall  not  even  be  answered — ^at  least  this  is  my  opinion ; 
but  Congress  will  no  doubt  insist  upon  an  answer. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  most  convenient  to  wait  till  the  session 
of  Parliament  is  over,  that  we  may  have  a  full  knowledge 
of  their  designs.  It  is  most  certain  that  what  is  called 
high  language,  which  you  and  I  have  heard  so  much  of, 
in  the  course  of  our  lives,  would  be  misplaced  here  at 
this  time;  I  would  not  be  answered  with  high  language, 
but  with  what  would  be  more  disagreeable  and  perplex- 
ing— with  a  contemptuous  silence. 

To  borrow  an  expression  from  the  late  (xoveroor 
Bernard,  I  find  myself  at  the  end  of  my  tether ;  no  step 
that  I  can  take,  no  language  I  can  hold,  will  do  any  good, 
or  indeed  much  harm.  It  is  Congress  and  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  States  who  must  deliberate  and  act  at  pre- 
sent. 

The  only  system  they  can  pursue  to  help  themselves, 
is,  to  complete  their  regulations  for  the  encouragement  of 
their  own  manufactures  and  navigation ;  toconsider  of  more 
intimate  commercial  connexions  with  France  and  other 
nations  of  Europe ;  to  push  their  trade  to  the  Ekist  Indies, 
and  perhaps  to  extend  their  political  relations  with  France 
and  Holland.  How  far  it  will  be  wise  to  go  in  these  pro- 
jects, I  pretend  not  to  judge ;  but  I  hope  they  will  proceed 
with  caution  and  deliberation.  The  United  States  stand 
on  high  ground  at  present,  and  they  will  consider  whether 
it  would  not  even  be  descending  to  form  any  closer  poli-!> 
tical  connexions  at  present.  They  are  certainly  at  pre- 
sent on  ^'  advantageous  ground,'^  if  they  can  unite  in  a 
system ;  if  not,  they  must  trust  to  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents.   I  am,  dear  Sir,  S^c, 

JOHN  ADAM& 
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Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  Mr.  Adamses  letter  of 
December,  1785,  in  cipher. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
May  8,  1786.  y 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
the  honorable  Mr.  Adams,  bf  December  last,  in  cipher, 
reports : 
That  the  contents  of  this  letter  may  be  classed  under 

three  heads : 

1.  The  characters  of  the  British  King  and  his  Minis- 
ters, which,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Adams,  should 
be  kept  seccet. 

2.  The  restrictive  and  unfriendly  system  of  trade  with 
respect  to  America,  which  the  British  Government,  and 
the  nation  in  general,  appear  to  prefer,  and  will  probably 
adopt.  Of  this  system  the  United  States  have  much  to 
be  apprehensive,  and  their  ind)ility  to  meet  it  by  general 
and  proper  regulations  will  doubtless  encourage  and  pro- 
mote it. 

Congress  at  present  can  do  nothing  on  the  subject, 
except  in  the  way  of  recommendation,  which,  being  a 
very  ineffectual  way,  had  better  not  be  tried,  lest  non- 
compliance should  diminish  their  respectability  and  im- 
pair the  little  authority  they  possess.  In  the  opinion  of 
your  Secretary,  recommendations  should  be  avoided  as 
much  as  possible,  and  every  constitutional  requisition 
impartially  enforced,  with  uniform  punctuality  and  de- 
cision. 

3.  The  probabflity  that  the  posts'  will  be  detained  on 
pretence  of  the  treaty  of  peace  having  been  vblated  by 
American  acts  relative  to  Britbh  debts  and  the  tones. 
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On  ibis  point  your  Secretary  can  only  repeat  what  has 
been  suggested  in  other  reports,  viz :  tl^t  what  wrong 
may  have  been  done,  should  be  undone ;  and  that  the 
United  States  should,  if  it  were  only  to  preserve  peace, 
be  prepared  for  wan 

Mr«  Adams's  advice  in  this,  and  many  of  bis  other  let- 
ters, is  just ;  bat,  until  Congress  shall  be  put  by  further 
powers  in  capacity  to  act  upon  it,  there  would  be  little  use 
in  particular  reports  on  subjects  which,  to  them,  are  at 
present  rather  matters  of  speculation  than  provision. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  January  4, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  only  time  to  acquaint  you  that,  since  my  last, 
there  have  been  some  appearances  of  an  intention  in  Min- 
istry to  take  up  American  afiairs.  Lord  Caermarthea  and 
Mr«  Pitt  have  certainly  had  conferences  with  committees 
of  merchants,  who  have  represented  to  them  the  necessity 
of  arrangements  with  the.  United  States,  upon  terms  which 
will  give  satisfacuon. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  no  confidence  in  this  at  all ;  and 
I  think  that  Congress  and  the  States  should  not  relax  in 
any  measure  in  consequence  of  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  did  say  to  Mr.  Campbell,  the  principal  man 
among  them,  that  Mr.  Adams,  the  American  Minister, 
was  well  disposed  to  a  friendly  settlement,  and  bad  made 
some  propositions  to  the  King's  Ministers,  who  were  also 
well  disposed.     He  was  very  inqubitiye  whether  they 
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had  seen  Mr.  Adams.  They  answered  they  had  not,  and 
that  they  were  not  known  to  hkn  in  the  business.  This 
was  true,  in  a  literal  sense  ;  but,  in  fact,  they  had  taken 
pains  to  give  me  circuitous  information  that  they  had 
been  consulted  by  Lord  Caermarthen,  and  to  desire  of 
me  such  information  as  I  could  give  them ;  and  1  had,  by 
means  of  Colonel  Smith,  conveyed  to  the  sight  of  a  per- 
son in  their  confidence  some  papers  containing  such  mat- 
ter as  I  thought  might  be  trusted  to  them  in  such  a 
mysterious  way.  -  The  representation  they  have  made 
is  very  strong,  as  they  say,  but  I  cannot  yet  obtain  a  copy 
of  it.  They  pretend  to  say  that  Mr.  Pitt  assured  them 
their  report  had  given  him  new  lights,  and  they  think 
America  may  have  whatever  she  desires,  except  a  free 
trade  with  the  West  India  islands.  This  will  plrove 
only  a  delusion;  for  if  the  Ministry  really  are  desirous  of 
an  equitable  settlement,  I  am  well  persuaded  they  can- 
not yet  carry  it  in  Parliament ;  so  that  I  hope  tfie  States 
will  persevere  in  their  own  measures,  and  that  even  all 
the  southern  States  will  at  least  lay  heavy  dutres  upon 
the  tonnage  of  such  nations  as  have  not  treaties  with  us, 
and  prohibit  the  importation  in  their  bottoms  of  any 
merchandises,  except  the  produce  of  the  country  to 
which  they  belong.  Even  the  importation  of  Irish 
linens  in  British  bdttoms  should  be  forbidden,  as  well  as 
Silesia  linens,  hemp  and  duck  from  Russia,  and  iron 
from  Sweden,  wines  from  Portugal,  goods  from  the  Edst 
Indies,  &c. 

With  great  regard,  See, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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Report  of  John  Jay  on  Mr.  Adams's  memorial  relative 
to  the  evactiation  of  the  northern  posts. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
March  30, 1786.3 

The  Secretary  of  ihe  United  Slates  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afl&irS;  to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Adams's 
letters  of  the  2d;  6th;  9th;  12th,  and  15th  December, 
1785,  and  4th  January,  1786,  with  the  papers  en- 
closed with  them,  and  also  a  motion  founded  on  Mr. 
Adams's  memorial,  demanding  the  evacuation  of  the 
frontier  posts,  &c.y  reports  : 

That,  in  his  opinion,  the  instructions  propbsed  by  the 
motion  in  question  would  be  proper  and  expedient,  be- 
cause— 

1st.  A  categorical  answer  in  the  negative  would  in- 
volve the  United  States  either  in  a  war,  or  in  disgrace. 
They  are  not  prepared  for  the  former,  and  should,  if  pos- 
sible, avoid  the  latter. 

2d.  It  would  not  be  expedient  to  press  that  answer 
while  the  intentions  of  the  Court  of  France  on  the  sub- 
ject remain  doubtful. 

Your  Secretary,  therefore,  thinks  that  Mr.  Adams 
sh(»ild  be  immediately  instructed  in  the  words  of  the  said 
motion,  viz :  ^^  To  protract  his  negotiations  with  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain  respecting  the  posts  which  should  have 
been  before  this  surrendered  to  the  United  States,  and 
other  infractions  of  the  said  treaty  by  that  power,  so  as  to 
avoid  demanding  a  categorical  answer  respecting  the  same, 
until  the  further  orders  of  Congress." 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Grbsvenor  Square,  January  21,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
On  Wednesday  the  Chevalier  del  Pinto  informed  rae 
that  he  had  written  to  Lisbon  for  explanations  from  his 
Court  upon  certain  points ;  that  be  expected  an  answer 
in  a  few  days  ;  and  that  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  it, 
he  would  call  upon  me  and  proceed  in  the  negotiation  ; 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  not  disguise  from  me 
the  solicitude  of  his  Court  to  send  a  Minister  to  Con- 
gress. Etiquette  forbids  that  the  Court  of  PortugiJ  should 
send  an  Ambassador,  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Envoy, 
to  America,  until  the  United  States  would  agree  to  send 
one  of  equal  rank  to  Lisbon.  But  if  Congress  had  any 
reasons  for  not  sending  Ministers  of  so  high  an  order, 
they  might  send  a  Resident,  or  ChargS  d' Affaires.  I  an- 
swered him,  that  I  bad  heard  it  was  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress to  send  a  Consul,  bpt  that  I  could  say  no  further. 
Lord  Caermarthen  on  Thursday  told  me  he  was  at 
work  upon  an  answer  to  my  memorial  concerning  the  posts, 
and  should  conoplete  it  as  soon  as  be  could  collept  some 
further  information  concerning  the  debts,  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  payment  of  which  the  Ministry  had  received 
complaints  from  persons  in  this  country,  who  were  inter- 
ested in  them  ;  you  may  conclude  from  this,  as  well  as  I, 
what  kind  of  answer  it  will  be.  I  am  very  glad  that  I 
am  to  have  an  answer.  Whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  lead 
to  further  echirdssement  and  a  final  accommodation. 
Yet  I  think  the  answer  will  not  come  before  the  spring. 
It  will  take  eighteen  months  more  to  settle  all  matters, 
exclusive  of  the  treaty  of  commerce. 
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Mr.  Eden  has  said,  within  a  few  days,  that  he  believed 
there  would  be  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  within  a  year  or  two.  He  may  wish 
to  be  employed  in  it ;  for,  however  sanguine  be  may  be 
of  his  success  at  Versailles,  I  shall  lose  my  guess  if  he 
ever  accomplishes  a  commercial  treaty  with  that  Court. 
He  may,  however.  This  nation  would  now  crouch  to 
France,  for  the  sake  of  being  insolent  to  us.  The  dis- 
position to  crush  the  weak  is  almost  always  attenckd  with 
that  of  cringing  to  the  strong  ;  arrogance  to  inferiors  is 
ever  servile  to  superiors.  But  a  treaty  with  France, 
such  as  she  would  accept,  would  be  hurtful  io  such  num- 
bers, and  raise  such  an  opposition,  that  I  cannot  yet  be- 
lieve Mr.  Efden  will  be  permitted  to  sign  one.  The  term 
of  two  years  is  expired,  and  Del  Campo  has  done  noth* 
ing.  Grawford  is  returned  without  doing  kskj  thing,  as 
I  suppose. 

The  true  secret  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eden,  as 
I  conceive,  is,  the  Court  of  Versailles  was  offended  that 
Crawford  was  not  allowed  to  do  any  thing,  and  used  some 
sharp  expressions  which  intimidated  the  Ministry.  Eden 
was  appointed  for  two  ends :  first,  to  appease  the  wrath 
at  Versailles,  and,  secondly,  to  ke6p  up  a  mysterious  de- 
lusive hope  in  the  English  nation.  Perhaps,  too,  the 
Ministry  are  afraid  of  commercial  speculations  between 
france  and  Ireland.  These  conjectures  are  precarious, 
«nd  no  great  stress  should  be  laid  on  them. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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KBOM  JOHN  ABAHS.  TO.  JO^N- JAT, 

GhroBvenor  Square,  January  26,  1786. 
Dear  Sir,        '      ■  - 

Guve  me  leavo  to  introduce  to  you  John  Anstey, 
Esquire,  barrister  at  law.  and  a  inenlber  of  Parliainent, 
who  goes  out,  by  authority,  to  verify  the  claims  of  the 
loyalists,  as  they  call  themselves.  I  beHeve  it  lo  be  the 
design  of  Mr«  Pitt  to  pay  their  demands  which  shall  be 
found  to  be  supported,  and  withdraw  their  pensions,  and 
then  leave  thenfi  to  seek  their  fortunes.  In  such  a  case, 
if  our  States  repeal  their  laws  against  them,  they  will 
generally  return  to  their  old  homes,  or  to  some  other 
part  of  the  United  States,  where  they  must  become  good 
citizens  or  be  completely  insignificant. 

By  Mr.  Anstey  I  send  you  the  King^s  speech,  and 
the  debates  upon  it.  The  most  remarkable  thing  in 
them  is,  that  the  King  and  every  member  of  each  house 
have  entirely  forgotten  that  there  is  any  such  place  upon 
earth  as  the  United.  States  of  Ameri^^a.  We  appear  to 
be  considered  as. of  no  consequei^ce  at  all  in  the  scale 
of  the  world.  The  next  thing  observable  is,  that 
admioistraiioD  and  opposition  are  agreed  in  turning  their 
thoughts  to:  a  coi^deration  with  Russia  and  jUennlark, 
in  which  they  wish  to  get  the  .Emperor*  to  join,  as  a 
balance  to  the  confederation  between  the  House  of 
Bourbon  and  Holland,  to  which  tfaey  suppose  Sweden 
attached. 

They  are  agreed,  also,  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  sur- 
plus of  revenue  in  the  treasury,  and,  therefore,  that  the 
resources  of  the  country  are  inexhaustible*  Tou  may 
perhaps  smile  at  this  mkkencef  but  they  are  very  grave. 

I  do  not  know  whether  we  ought  not  to  wish  that 
Vol.  IV.— 31 
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they  may  succeed  in  tbeiir  prcgect  of  connexioBs  with 
Prussia  and  Denmaric,  aad  tbe^  Emperor  too ;  because^ 
when  one  part  of  Europe  shall  become  thus  formally 
pitted  againflt  the  ocher»  probably  bodi  sdes  may  begin 
to  recollect  that  there  is  such  &  power  as  die  United 
StaVesof  Amelia,  and  that  she  has  some  influence.  Con- 
gnm  may,  in  such  a  case,  take  more  time  to  defiberate 
whether  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  engage  at  all  ]  and  if 
it  should  appear  hie?ittble,  they  may  make  better  terms. 

In  the  mean  time^  it  is  touch  to  be  wished  that  a 
friendly  settlement  could  be  made  with  Spain,  and  that 
ft  Minister  might  be  sent  to  Holland,  whose  inhabiunts 
are  the  most  cordial  fnends  we  Iwve  in  Europe. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  this  week  of  conversing 
with  the  Marquis  of  XjaDsdowne,  and  Lord  Abingdon^ 
his  fiiend  and  admirer.  They  appear  to  me  to  be  as 
for  from  having  adopted  any  decisive  sjrstem  relative  to 
us,  as  Mr.  mtt  or  Mr.  Fox.  Hiis  conversation  has 
removed  every  expectation  that  there  will  be  any  party, 
or  evm  any  individual^  in  Paifiament,  in  favor  of  a  liberal 
commerce  with  us. 

The  United  States,  therefore,  have  no  dioice  left. 
They  must  support  their  owB-navigatbn,  or  have  none. 
With  gr^t  and  mcere  esteem,  Sec., 

JOHWADABIS. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY   TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Office  for  Forekn  Ad^irs,     ? 
May  4, 1786.5 

DearSnr, 
Since  the  98d  Plebruary,  wUeh  w^s  tbt  dale  of  my 
lot  letler  to  you^  I  have  boen  ko&ordd  wilh  yours  of 
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the  4tb9  5th)  and  llth  Jimwb^r,  mi  Ud,  6(b«  9th; 
12th»  and  15th,  «od  ooa  of  — December  lo^t^  j^ad  aIso  of 
4th,  21st,  afi4  96th  ^anu^ry,  1786.  All  of  them  have 
be^n  laid  before  Coogres^,  fipm  wboip  I  have  no  in- 
structioDS  to  say  any  thing  more  on  the  subj^Qts  of 
them  than  what  y<>«  will  find  ip  my  letters  to  you  of  the 
1st  instant.  This  is  to  be  imputed  to  tbere.nQt  b^ng  so 
many  States  cooveoed  in  Congress  ^as  are  necessary  to 
decide  on  tnaiters  of  that  kind;  for,  sinC0  }a^t  auttjimiiy 
when  the  new  election  took  place,  they  h^ve  nqt  heKi 
nine  States  on  the  floor  for  more  than  three  or  four  days, 
until  this  week*  There  are  nine  at  present,  and  more  are 
expected  ;  so  that  I  hope  more  attention  will  now  be  paid 
to  our  foreign  affairs  than  has  been  the  case  for  many 
months  past. 

Your  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  joint  letter,  dated  2d  and 
llth  October  last,  with  the  Prussian  treaty,  has  been, 
i*eceived,  and  I  have  reported  a  ratification  of  it,  which, 
when  agreed  to,  shall,  without  delay,  be  transmitted; 
The  printed  papers  herewith  transmitted  w31  give  you 
some  idea  of  our  affiiu*s;  the  proposed  impost  gains 
friends,  and  the  legislature  of  this  State  has  passed  an 
act  in  ifs  favor,  ratb^  in  compliance  with  the  popular 
opinion  than  that  of  a  majority  in  the  bouse;  it  dif- 
fers, however,  from  some  material  parts  in  the  recom* 
mendation  of  Congress,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  in  its 
present  state  it  will  be  accepted.  As  this  letter  will  go 
by  the  packet,  I  avoid  minute  details.  I  hope  by  tlie 
next  private  shiji  to  Write  more  circumstantially^  espe- 
cially as  it  is  probable  that  Congress  will  by  that  time 
have  concluded  on  several  tna|ters  respecting  foreign 
>  affaii*s,  which  have  long  been,  and  now  are,  under  their 
consideration. 
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Mr.  Anstey  is  bere,  and  I  think  has  reason  to  be  sausr 
fied  with  the  attentbn  shown  him.  The  English  papers 
do  us  injustice,  and  are  calculated  to  create  a  much 
greater  degree  of  iasperity  in  this  country  than  really 
exists  in  it. 

Mr.  Hancock  is  still  at  Boston,  and  it  is  not  certain 
when  he  may  be  expected ;  this  is  not  a  pleasant  cir- 
cumstance, for,  though  the  chair  is  well  filled  by  a  chair- 
man, yet  the  President  of  Congress  should  be  absent  as 
little  and  seldom  as  pc^ssible. 

With  great  aqd  sincere  regard,  he, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosveaor  Square,  February  9, 1786. 
Sir, 
Colonel  Humphreys  informs  me  ths^t  he  expects  to 
return  to  America  in  the  spring,  if  he  should  not  receive 
orders  from   Congress  to  remain,  longer  in  Europe.    1 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  pnblic,  as  well  as  to  this 
gentleman,  if  I  were  to  let  him  return  home  without  the 
best  testimony  I  can  give  him  of  my  entire  satisfaction 
in  his   conduct,   from  his  first  arrival,  and  without  the 
fullest  recommendation  of  him  to  Congress. 
.  This  gentlemaq,    and  another  whom  Congress  have 
employed  in  Europe,  from  General  Washington's  family, 
have  accomplishments  which  do  honor  to  tbeir  appoint- 
ments^ and  to  the  great  model  under  whom  they  were 
formed  to  the  service  of  their  country* 

With  great  respect,  &e., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Pebroary  14,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter,  enclosing  two  pamphlets, 
one  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  JeflFerson  by  Colonel 
Humphreys,  who  sets  out  for  Paris  this  morning. 

These  letters  will  be  sufficient  to  show  any  roan  of 
common  decency  the  characters  of  the  writers.  On  one 
side,  there  is  the  condescension  of  a  provident  but  indul- 
gent father ;  on  the  other^  the  impertinence  and  ingrati- 
tude of  a  prodigal  son,  not  yet  reduced  to  the  mortification 
of  eating  husks  with  the  swine. 

What  with  the  imprudence  of  some  of  our  young  men, 
who,  like  Littlepage,  are  natives  of  America,  and  what 
with  the  assurance  of  some  others,  who  assume  the  Amer- 
ican character  with  less  pretensions  to  it,  our  country  suf- 
fers very  much  in  its  reputation. 

The  scene  to  which  I  was  witness  is  truly  and  candidly 
described,  and  I  have  so  certified  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  to 
others. 

It  is  indeed  k  mortifying  consideration  that  neither 
purity  of  character,  rank  in  society,  nor  any  degree  of 
merit  or  reputation,  should  be  a  protection  against  isuch 
rude  and  virulent  attacks,  which,  however  despised  or  re- 
sented by  virtuous  and  judicious  men,  are  commonly  re- 
ceived and  applauded  without  thinking  by  the  profligate, 
and  with  malignity  by  the  designings  Even  such  extrav- 
agants  as  Littlepage,  as  you  and  I  have  known  before, 
are  sometimes  cherished  and  courted,  for  the  deliberate 
though  secret  purpose  of  doing  business  which  cannot  be 
done  by  fairer  means. 
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In  this  case,  I  rely  upon  it,  that  no  injury  will  be  done 
to  you ;  the  attempt  is  too  gross. 

My  best  respects,  in  which  my  femily  desires  to  join,  to 
Mrs.  Jay. 

With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

FROM  JOHN  ADAMS   TO  X>HN  JAY 
"*"  Qrosvenor  Sqiiaie,  Fdi)mary  16, 1786. 

Sir, 
The  expenses  of  insurance  on  American  vessels,  the 
obstructions  of  their  commerce  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Italy,  and  compassion  for  our  fellow-^dzens  in  captivity, 
all  occasioned  by  apprehensions  of  the  B^rhsLty  corsairs, 
must  excite  solicitude  in  every  man  capable  of  thinking 
or  feeling.  It  is,  nevertheless,  certain,  that  too  great  an 
alarm  has  been  spread,  since  no  more  than  two  vessels 
have  been  taken  by  the  Algerincs,  and  one  by  Mo- 
rocco* Aftificial  alarms  might  h^  diminished  by  dis- 
continuing the  practice  of  insuring  in  England.  Lloyd's 
Cc^^-house  has  made  a  great  and  clear  profit,  because 
no  vessel  has  yet  been  taken  whiph  has  been  there  in- 
sured. If  the  American  merchants  would  open  offices  at 
home,  the  premium  would  be  saved  to  the  country,  and 
they  would  find  a  large  balance  in  their  favor.  The  bal- 
ance of  trade  with  the  English  is  so  mtxch  against  us,  that 
we  ought  not  unnecessarily  ta  make  ourselves  tributary  to 
them. 

Mr.  Lamb  drew  upon  me  bills  for  £2,000  at  Madrid, 
the  24th  of  January,  and  assures  nle^  in  bis  letter  of 
advice,  that  I  shall  hear  from  him  aoon  at  Barcelona. 
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This  goatlemap's  motiops  are  slow.  What  c^n  hav(» 
'detained  him  so  long,  I  knqw  not.  An  entire  stranger 
to  hiin,  having  never  seen  him,  npr  beard  of  him,  until 
he  was  announced  in  your  letter,  I  can  say  nothing  of 
his  character  or  conducjt. 

Mr.  Je&fson  understood  him  to  be  recommended  by 
Congress,  and  he  was  certainly  the  bearer  of  their  orders ; 
and  I  could  not  but  concur  in  the  sentiment  of  my  ex* 
cellent  colleague,  and  in  ^is  con^ruclipn  of  the  intentions 
of  Congress.  Since  the  appoontment  was  made,  and  be- 
came irrevocable,  I  be^d  such  opinions  and  reports  of 
him  as  have  astonished  roe.  He  has  with  him,  in  Mr. 
Randall,  an  ingenious  worthy  man^  who  may  supply  any 
deficiencies,  as  we  hope;  and  we  must  now  wait  with 
patience  until  they  inform  us  of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Franks  are  at  length  departed 
firom  Paris.  Their  delay  was  occasioned  by  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais.  It  will  be  so  late  before  these  gentlemen  can 
arrive  at  Morocco,  that  the  Emperor  may  be  out  of 
patience  and  send  out  his  frigates. 

If  the  agents  were  arrived,  there  would  b^  little  reason 
for  confidence  in  their  success.  The  sum  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  v^ill  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  procure  treaties  of  peace.  We  may  find  the 
whole  sum  consumed,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  peace 
augmented.  Congress  will  take  all  these  things  into  con- 
sideration, and  transmit  their  orc^ers  both  respecting  the 
suQ^  to  be  given  as  presents,  and  the  fuoids  from  whence 
ihey  are  to  be  drawn«  Without  a  fresk  loan  in  Holland, 
the  treasury  of  the  United  ^tiates^in  Europe  will  soon  be 
exhausted^ 

The  American  compfieroe  ci^n  be  protected  frpn^  thesfe 
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Africans  onlj  by  negotiatioD  or  by  war.  If  presents 
sboutd  be  exacted  from  us,  as  ample  as  those  which 
are  giren  by  England,  the  expense  may  amount  to 
sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year — an  enormous  sum, 
to  be  sure,  but  infinitely  less  than  the  expense  of  fight- 
ing. Two  frigates,  of  thirty  guns  each,  would  cost  as 
much  to  fit  them  for  the  sea,  besides  the  accumulating 
charges  of  stores,  provisions,  pay,  and  clothing. 

The  powers  of  Europe  generally  send  a  squadron  of 
liien  of  war  with  their  Ministers,  and  otkt  battle  at  the 
same  time  that  they  propose  treaties  and  promise  pre- 
sents. Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Lamb  are  armed  only  with 
innocence  and  the  olive  branch ;  and  there  is  some  reason 
to  expect  that  die  Emperor  and  Dey  will  feel  their  dig- 
nity hurt  by  the  appearance  of  deputies  not  immediately 
appointed  by  Congress.  Time  will  clear  up  all  doubts, 
and  subsequent  arrangements  may  be  taken  accordingly. 

An  Envoy  fi'om  Tripoli  is  here  at  present.  I  saw  him 
at  Court,  but  have  not  made  him  a  visit.  He  wishes  to 
see  me,  as  is  supposed  from  what  he  said  yest^ay  to  a 
gentleman;  he  said  that  ^^ most  of  the. foreign  Ministers 
had  left  their  cards ;  but  the  American  had  not.  We  are  at 
war  with  his  nation,  it  is  true ;  and  that  may  be  the  reason 
of  his  not  calling.  We  will  make  peace  with  them, 
however,  for  a  tribute  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  a 
year — ^not  less."  He  speaks  no  European  language, 
except  a  little  of  the  Lif^tia  Franca,  and  perhaps  a  little 
Italian.  To  go  with  an  interpreter,  would  occasion  spec- 
idation,  and  suggest  to  him  schemes  which  he  might  not 
otherwise  think  of.  To  treat  with  him  before  any 
measures  are  taken  with  Morocco  and  Algiers,  migbt 
offimd  them.    With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  J  AT. 

Gtosvenor  Square,  February  17,  1786. 
Sir, 

At  a  late  levee,  the  Kitig,  ia  conversation'  with  one  of 
the  foreign  Ministers,  was  pleased  to  say  "  that  the  Tri- 
poline  Ambassador  refused  to  confer  with  his  Ministers, 
and  insisted  on  an  audience  ;  but  that  nothing  had  been 
said  at  it  nrnve  than  that  Tripoli  atid  England  were  at 
peace,  and  desirous  to  continue  so.  His  Majesty  added, 
all  he  wants  is  a  present,  and  his  expenses  borne  to 
Vienna  and  Denmark." 

If  nothing  more  was  said  at  the  audience,  there  are 
not  wanting  persons  in  England  who  will  find  means  to 
stimulate  this  African  to  stir  up  his  countrymen  against 
American  vessels.  It  may  reasonably  be  suspected  that 
his  present  visit  is  chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  United 
States,  to  draw  them  into  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  im- 
plies tribute,  or  at  least  presents  ;  or  to  obtain  aids  from 
England  to  carry  on  a  war  against  us.  Feeling  his  ap- 
pearance here  to  be  ominous,  like  that  of  other  irregular 
bodies,  which,  "from  their  horrid  hair,  shake  pestilence 
and  war,"  I  thought  at  fir^  to  avoid  him ;  but,  finding 
that  all  the  other  foreign  Ministers  had  made  their  visits, 
and  that  he  would  take  amis^  a  longer  inattention,  it  was 
judged  necessary  to  call  at  his  door,  for  the  form ;  but 
wheft  the  attempt  was  made,  which  was  last  evening,  so 
late  that  there  was  no  suspicion  of  his  being  visible,  the 
Ambassador  was  announced  at  home,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  visitant.  It  would  scarcely  be  reconciJeable  to 
the  dignity  of  Congress  to  read  a  detail  of  the  ceremo- 
nies which  attended  the  conference ;  it  would  be  more 
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proper  to  write  them  to  harlequin^  for  the  amusement  ot 
the  gay  at  the  New  York  theatre. 

It  is-  sufficient  to  say  that  his  Excellency  made  many 
inquiries  concerning  America,  the  climate,  soil,  beat  and 
cold,  &c»,  and  observed,  '*  i|  is  a  very  great  country,  but 
Tripoli  is  at  war  with  itJ^  In  return,  it  was  asked  hoyf 
there  could  be  war  between  two  nations,  when  there  had 
been  no  hostility,  injury,  ipsult,  or  provocation  on  either 
side?  His  Excellency  replied,  that  Turkey,  Tripoli, 
Tunis,  Algiers,  and  Morocco,  were  the  Sovereigns  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  that  no  nation  could  navigate  that 
sea  without  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them  ;  that  America 
must  make  such  treaties  with  Tripoli  first,  then  with 
Constantinople,  th^i^  with  Algiers  and  Morocco,  as 
Fraikce,  England,  and  all  other  powers  of  Europe  bad 
done.  A  secretary  brought  him  some  papers,  one  of 
which  was  put  into  my  hand  ;  it  was  a  French  translaUon 
of  a  full  power  from  the  Pacha,  Dey,  and  Regency  of 
Tripoli,  to  treat  with ,  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  to 
manage  all  the  foreign  concerns  of  bis  country,  without 
limitation  of  time  or  place.  The  original  commission,  in 
bis  own  language,  was  also  produced  and  shown.  It  was 
observed  that  America  was  not  named  in  it ;  but  it  was 
replied,  that  the  power  was  universal  to  manage  every 
thing,  and  that  a  treaty  might  be  made  at  once,  or,  at 
least,  that  conferences  might  be  held,  and  the  result 
written  to  Tripdi  and  America,  for  further  instructions. 
What  time  was  required  to  write  to  Congress,  and  re* 
ceive  an  answer?  Three  months,  at  least.  That  was  too 
long,  but  be  should  remain  here  ^ome  time.  You  may 
call  here  lo-inorrow  or  next  day,  with  an  interpreter,  and 
we  will  bear  and  propose  terms. 
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As'fais  Excellency  expected  to  gain  by  the  negotiatioD^ 
as  much  as  the  American  knows  be  must  lose,  you  will 
perceive  the  former  was  the  most  eager  to  promote  it. 
When  Mr.  Jefferson's  answer  to  a  letter  upon  this  subject 
shall  arrive,  it  will  be  proper  to  learn  his  terms ;  but  there 
is  reason  to  believe  they  will  be  too  high  for  y(^r  Minis- 
ters to  accept,  without  further  instructions. 

This  is  the  substance  of  a  conference,  which  was  ear- 
ned on  with  much  difficulty,  but  with  civility  enough  on 
both  sides,  in  a  strange  mixture  of  Italian,  Lingua  Franca, 
broken  French,  and  worse  EngKsfa. 

Thia  Minister  appears  to  be  a  roan  of  good  sense  and 
temper. 

With  grett  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOM  JOHN  .ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

GrosTenor  Square,  February  30,  1786. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Tripoline  Ambassador  sent  a  mess^'by 
a  Doctor  Benamor,  (an  English  Jew,  most  probably,  who 
has  formerly  resided  in  Barbery,  and  speaks  the  Arabic 
language,  as  well  as  the  Italian  and  Lingua  Franca,)  to 
inform  me  that  he  wished  to  oreturn  bis  visit  in  the  same 
friendly  and  respectful  manner,  and  that,  as  he  had  much 
at  heart  a  treaty  between  the  Barbary  and  American 
States,  he  wished  it  might  be  soon.  It  was  agreed  that 
he  should  be  received  at  noon. 

At  twelve  bis  Excellency  came  in  ceremony,  accom- 
panied with  bis  secretary,  and  Benamor  for  an  interpre- 
ter, '<  whom  he  had  choseo  in  preference  to  the  interpreter 
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assigned  him  by  the  Court,  because  he  was  sorry  to  see 
that  this  nation  was  not  so  steady  in  its  friendship  to 
America  as  the  French.  The  French  Consul  at  Tripoli 
congratulated  him  upon  his  appointment,  an4  hoped  be 
would  meet  in  England  with  a  Minister  with  whom  be 
might  make  a  treaty  of  peace  with  America ;  but  he  was 
sorry  to  say  he  found  here  much  ill-will  to  the  Atnericans, 
and  a  desire  to  prevent  him  from  seeing  the  American 
Minister.  For  this  reason,  be  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Court  interpreter.  It  was  the  delight  of  his 
soul  and  the  whole  pleasure  of  his  Hfe  to  do  good,  and 
,  he  was  zealous  to  embrace  an  opportunity;  which  now  pre- 
sented itself,  of  doing  a  great  deal.  The  tinie  was  criti- 
cal, and  the  sooner  peace  was  made  the  better;  for,  from 
what  passed  before  he  left  home,  he  was  convinced,  if  the 
treaty  should  be  delayed  another  year,  it  would,  after  that, 
be  difficult  to  make  it.  If  any  considerable  number  of 
vessels  and  prisoners  should  be  taken,  it  would  be  hard 
to  persuade  the  Turks,  especially  the  Algerines,  to  de- 
sist. A  war  between  Christian  and  Christian  was  mild, 
and  prisoners  on  either  side  were  treated  with  humanity  ; 
but  a  war  between  Turk  and  Christian  was  horrible,  and 
prisoners  were  sold  into  slavery.  Although  he  was  himself 
a  mussulman,  he  must  still  say  he  thought  it  a  very  rigid 
law;  but  as  he  could  not  alter  it,  he  was  desirous  of  pre- 
venting its  operation,  or  at  leadt  of  softening  it,  as  far  as 
his  influence  extended.  The  Algerines  were  the  most 
difficult  to  treat  with.  They  Trere  eager^  for  prizes,  and 
had  now  more  and  larger  ships  than  usual.  If  an  ap- 
{dication  should  be  made  first  to  Algiers,  they  would 
refuse  ;  hot  when  once  a  treaty  was  made  by  Tripoli,  or 
any  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  they  would  follow  the 
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example.  There  was  such  an  intimate  connexioa  between 
all,  tliat  when  one  made  peace,  the  rest  foNowed.  Algiers 
had  refused  to  treat  with  Spain,  in  defiance  of  all  her 
armaments,  until  Tripoli  interposed,  and  then  they  re- 
laxed at  once.  He  called  God  ta  witness,  (that  is  to  say, 
he  swore  by  his  beard,  which  is  a  sacred  oath  with  them,) 
that  his  motive  to  this  earnestness  for  peace,  although  it 
might  be  of  some  benefit  to.himselfj  was  the  desire  of 
doing  good. 

When  he  was  informed  that  Congress  had  received 
some  friendly  letters  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and 
that  an  agent  was  gone  to  treat  with  his  Majesty,  "l>e 
rejoiced  to  hear  it,  and  doubted  not  that  the  agent  would 
succeed,  as  the  Emperor  was  a  man  of  extensive  views, 
and  much  disposed  to  promote  the  commerce  of  his  sub* 
jects."  As  it  was  now  apparent  that  his  principal  busi- 
ness here  was  to  treat  with  the  United  States,  and  that 
BO  harm  could  be  done  by  dealing  frankly  with  him,  the 
commission  of  Congress,  to  treat  with  Tripoli  was  shown 
him,  as  well  as  those  to  Morocco,  Algiers,  and  Tunis. 
He  ^'  was  rejoiced  to  see  them,  a)[id,  although  he  could 
not  answer  for  Algiers,  he  would  undertake  for  Tunis 
and  Tripoli,  apd  he  would  write  in  favor  of  any  person 
who  might  be  sent,  or  go  with  him  in  person,  to  a$^i«t 
in  the  completion  of  peace  with  all  the  States  of  Barbary, 
which  was  more  than  he  had  ever  before  said  to  any 
Ambassador  or  Minister  in  Europe."  It  was  then  pro*" 
posed  that  his  Excellency  should  mention  the  terms 
which  he  might  think  proper  to  propose,  but  he  '^  desired 
to  .b^  excused  ^%  present^  and  thai  to-moirraw  evening, 
at  his  bouse,  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
Jiimself  more  particularly."    This  was  agreed  |o. 
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It  was  then  observed,  that,  although  America  was  an 
extensive  country,  the  inhabitants  were  few  in  comparison 
with  France,  Spain,  and  England ;  nor  would  their  wealth 
bear  any  proportion  to  that  of  these  nations,  or  of  Hol- 
land; that  we  were  just  emerged  from- the  calamities  .of 
war,  and  had  as  yet  few  ships  at  sea,  especially  in  the 
Mediterranean,  so  that  the  Barbary  corsairs  could  not 
expect  to  make  any  considerable  number  of  prizes.  ^'God 
forbid,"  was  his  reply,  '^  that  I  should  consider  America 
upon  a  footing  at  present,  in  point  of  wealth,  with  these 
nations.  I  know  very  well  that  she  has  but  lately  con- 
eluded  a  war,  which  must  have  laid  waste  their  territories; 
and  I  would  rather  wish  to  leave  to  her  own  generosity 
the  compliments  to  be  made  upon  the  occasion,  than 
stipulate  any  thing  precisely." 

This  man  is  either  a  consummate  politician  in  art  and 
address,  or  he  is  a  benevolent  and  wise  man.  Time 
will  discover  whether  he  disguises  an  interested  character, 
or  is  indeed  the  philosopher  he  pretends  to  be.  If  he 
is  the  latter.  Providence  seems  to  have  opened  to  us  an 
opportunity  of  conducting  this  thorny  busmess  to  a  happy 
conclusion. 

Colonel  Smith  will  go  to  Paris,  to  communicate  the 
whole  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  entreat  him  to  come  over  to 
London,  in  order  to  finish  as  much  as  possible  of  it 
immediately,  and  to  agree  with  the  Portuguese  Minister 
at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  lc»g  projected  a 
visit  to  England^  and  this  will  be  a  good  opportunity. 
No  notice  will  be  taken  of  it,  publkily,  in  America ;  and 
his  real  errand  will  be  concealed  from  the  publk^  here. 

If  the  sum  limited  by  Congress  should  be  insufficient, 
we  shall  be  embarrassed ;  and,  indeed,  a  larger  sum  could 
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not  be  commanded,  unless  a  new  loan  should  be  opened 
in  Holland.  I  doul)t  not  a  million  of  guilders  might  be 
obtained  there,  upon  the  same  terms  with  the  last  two 
millions.  This  would  enable  Congress  to  pay  their 
interest  in  Europe,  and  to  pay  the  French  officers,  who 
are  uneasy. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  February  22,  1786. 
Sir, 

On  Monday  evening  another  conference  was  held  with 
the  Tripoline  Ambassador,  attended  with  his  interpreter, 
Benamor,  who  is  a  decent  man,  and  very  ready  in  the 
English  as  well  as  Arabic  and  Italian.  The  foreign  Min- 
isters here  say  it  is  the  custom  of  all  the  Ambassadors 
from  Barbary  to  be  much  connected  with  Jews,  to  whom 
they  are  commonly  recommended.  It  may  be  supposed 
the  Jews  have  interested  motives,  and,  therefore,  although 
their  interference  cannot  be  avoided,  they  ought  to  be 
objects  of  jealousy.  Benamor  soon  betrayed  proofs 
enough  that  he  had  no  aversion  to  the  Ambassador's  ob- 
taining large  terms. 

The  Ambassador,  who  is  known  to  many  of  the  foreign 
Mbisters  here,  is  universally  well  spoken  of. 

When  he  began  to  explain  himself  concerning  his  de- 
mands, he  said,  "they  would  be  different,  according  to 
the  duration  of  the  treaty;  if  that  were  perpetual,  they 
would  be  greater ;  if  f<5r  a  terra  of  years,  less.    His  advice 
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was,  that  it  should  be  perpetual;  once  signed  by  the 
Bashaw,  Dey,  and  other  officers,  it  would  be  indissoluble, 
and  binding  forever  upon  all  their  successors ;  but  if  a 
temporary  treaty  were  made,  it  might  be  difficult  and 
expensive  to  revive  it.  For  a  perpetual  treaty,  such  as 
they  had  now  with  Spain,  a  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
guineas  must  be  paid  upon  the  delivery  of  the  articles 
signed  by  the  Dey  and  other  officers.  If  it  were  agreed 
to,  he  would  send  his  secretary  by  land  to  Marseilles, 
and  from  thence  by  water  to  Tripoli,  who  should  bring 
it  back  by  the  same  route,  signed  by  the  Dey,  &c.  He 
had  proposed  so  small  a  sum  in  consideratbn  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, but  declared  it  was  not  half  of  what  had 
been  lately  paid  them  by  Spain.  If  we  chose  to  treat 
upon  a  different  plan,  be  would  make  a  treaty  perpetual, 
upon  the  payment  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
guineas  for  the  first  year,  and  three  thousand  guineas 
annually,  until  the  thirty  thousand  guineas  were  paid. 
It  was  observed  that  these  were  large  sums,  and  vastly 
beyond  expectation ;  but  his  Excellency  answered  that 
they  never  made  a  treaty  for  less.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
a  prize,  the  Dey  and  the  other  officers  were  entitled  by 
law  to  large  shares,  by  which  they  might  make  greater 
profits  than  these  sums  amounted  to;  and  they  never 
would  give  up  this  advantage  for  less. 

He  was  told  that,  although  there  was  a  full  power  to 
treat,  the  American  Ministers  were  limited  to  a  much 
smaller  sum,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any 
thing  until  we  could  write  to  Congress  and  know  their 
pleasure.  Colonel  Smith  was  present  at  this,  as  he  had 
been  at  the  last  conference,  and  agreed  to  go  to  Paris  to 
comniunicate  all '  to  Mr.  Jeffelrsoa^  <md  persuade  him  to 
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coQM  here  that  we  may  join  in  iiirther  conferences,  and 
transmit  the  result  to  Congress.  The  Ambassador  be- 
lieved  that  Tunis  and  Morocco  would  treat  upon  the 
same  terms,  but  would  not  answer  for  Algiers;  they  would 
demand  more.  When  Mr.  Jefferson'  arrives,  we  shall 
insist  upon  knowing  the  ultimatum,  and  transmit  it  to 
Congress. 

Congress  will  perceive  that  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  guineas  will  be  indispensable  to  conclude  with 
the  four  powers  at  this  rate,  besides  a  present  to  the 
Aonbassadors,  and  other  incidental  charges.  Besides  this, 
a  present  of  five  hundred  guineas  is  made  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  Consul  in  each  State.  No  man  ^wishes  more 
fecirently  that  the  expense  could  be  less ;  but  the  fact 
cannot  be  altered,  and  the  truth  ought  not  to  be  con- 
cealed. 

It  may  be  reasonably  concluded  that  this  great  afSiir 
cannot  be  finished  for  much  less  tlian  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  steriing.  There  m  no  place  in  Europe  or 
America  where  Congress  can  obtain  .such  a  sum,  but  in 
Holland  ;  perhaps  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  guilders 
might  be  filled  in  Amsterdam,  upon  ,the  terms  of  the  last. 
If  it  is  not  done,  this  war  will  cost  us  more  millions  of 
sterling  money  in  ^  short  time ;  besides  the  miserable 
depression  of  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  the 
cruel  embarrassment  of  all  our  commerce,  and  the  intol- 
erable burden  of  insurance,  added  to  the  cries  of  our 
countrymen  in  activity. 

The  probable  success  of  Mr.  Barclay 'and  Mr.  Lamb 
need  not  be  pointed^ out.  '      *    ■    ' 

If  a  perpetual  peace  were  made  with  these  States,  the 
character  of  the  United  States  would  instantly  rise  all 
Vol.  IV. — 32 
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over  the  world ;  our  commeroe^  navigatioiK  and  fisheries 
would  extend  into  the  Medit€Franean,  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  France  and  England;  The  additional  profits 
would  richly  repay  the  interest,  and  our  credit  would  be 
adequate  to  all  our  wants. 

Colonel  Smith  is  gpne  to  Paris ;  he  departed  yesterday. 
By  the  sixth  article  of  the  confederation,  '^  No  State, 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
aasembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any 
en^bassy  firom,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement, 
alliance,  or  treaty  with  any  King,  Prince,  or  State.''  All 
the  States  are  so  deeply  interested  in  this  case,  that 
aurely  no  separate  State  can  have  occasion  to  move  for 
Ibe  consent  of  Congress  upon  this  occasion ;  but  if^  unex* 
pectedly.  Congress  should  not  agree  to  treat,  ihere  are 
several  States  in  the  Union  so  deeply  interested  in  navi« 
gation,  that  it  would  richly  compensate  each  of  them  to 
go  to  the  whole  extent  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
to  obtain  peace  ;  nevertheless,  a  single  Sute  might  obtain 
peace  and  security  for  its  ships  at  a  much  cheaper  rate. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM   JOHN   ADAMS    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Qrosvenor  SqoasB,  Febnuoy  96, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  Envoy  from  Portv^al  bas  received  flrom  his  Court 
an  answer  to  his  despatches  relative  to  the  Irea^  with  ibe 
United  States,  and  the  enclpsed  extraol  from  it,  which  has 
l^n  delayed  s^e  time  by  the  sickae9S  of  the  Qievalter 
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de  Freire,  the  Portuguese  Secretary  of  Legation,  tbac 
Minister  did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  to  me  two  dayii 
6go,  with  his  request  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gres9«  At  the  same  time  he  delivered  me  the  enclosed 
state  of  the  orade  between  the  United  States  and  Porto- 
gal  the  last  year. 

When  Mr.  Jefferson  arrives,  we  shall  endeavor  w 
finish  this  business* 

The  proposition  of  sending  and  receiving  a  Minister 
has  been  many  times  made  before.  Congress  will,  nor 
do>ubt>  answer  this,  which  is  now  made  formally  and  oA^ 
cially.  The  regard  which  is  due  from  one  Scyvereign  to 
another,  and,  indeed,  common  deeeney,  seem  to  reqcnre  it. 
T<y  refuse  it,  would  be  thought  sttrprising ;  indeed,  accord- 
it)g  to  all  the  rules  of  politeness  between  nations  and  Sov- 
ereigns, it  ought  to  be  left  at  the  option  of  her  Most  Faiths 
ful  Majesty  to  send  what  grade  of  public  Minister  she  dhall 
judge  proper,  and  assurances  should  be  given  of  the  most 
amicable  disposition  of  Congress  to  receive  him  with  all 
the  respect  due  to  his  Sovereign^  and  to  send  a  Ministet 
to  her  Majesty  of  equal  character. 

The  United  States  are  at  this  moment  suffering  severe- 
ly ^r  want  of  an  equitable  adjustment  of  their  affairs  with 
the  powers  of  Europe  and  Africa,  which  can  never  be  ac- 
complished but  by  conforming  to  the  usages  established 
in  the  worlds 

If  the  United  States  would  come  to  the  resolution  to 
prohibit  all  foreign  vessels  from  coming  to  their  ports, 
and  confine  all  exports  and  imports  to  tbeir  own  ships 
and  seamen,  they  would  do,  for  any  thing  that  1  know^ 
the  wisest  thing  which  human  prudence  could  dictate  ; 
but  then  the  consequence  wotild  be  obvious.  They 
must  give  up  the  most  of  their  comma?ce|  and  live  by 
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their  agriculture.    lo  this  case,  they  might  recal)  their 
Ministers,  and  send  no  more. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  United  States  would  adopt 
the  principle  of  the  French  econonHsts,  and  kllow  the 
ships  and  merchants  of  all  nations  ^equal  privileges  with 
their  own  citizens,  they  need  not  give  themselves  any  fur- 
ther trouble  about  treaties  or  Ambassadors.  Tiie  conse- 
quence, nevertheless,  would  be,  the  sudden  annihilation  of 
all  their  manufactures  and  navigation.  We  should  have 
the  most  luxurious  set  of  farmers  that  ever  existed,  and 
should  not  be  able  to  defend  our  seacoast  against  the  in- 
suhs  of  a  pirate. 

As  these  are  the  two  extremes  that  we  know  Americans 
will  never  consent  to,  we  must  vindicate  our  own  manu- 
factures and  navigation,  by^  legislation  at  home  and  nego- 
tiation abroad ;  and,  therefore,  the  prejudices  against  ex- 
changes of  public  Ministers  will  be  found  some  of  the  most 
pernicious  that  ever  have  arisen  among  American  citizens. 
Laws  at  home  must  be  made  in  conformity  to  the  state  of 
afiairs  abroad,  which  can  never  be  known  to  Congress  but 
by  Ambassadors. 

With  great  respect,  fac, 

JOHN  ADAMS- 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Melho  e  Ca$iro,  Mm- 
ister  and  Secretary  of  StaU  of  her  Most  Faithful 
Majesty,  to  the  Chevalier  del  Pinto,  Minister  of  her 
said  Majesty  at  the  Court  of  London. 

Lisbon,  January  4,  1786. 
Sir, 
You  may  candidly  reply  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
Adams,  that,  as  to  the  permission  of  selling  Amertcan 
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vessels  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  there  does  not  exist 
the  least  difficulty  ;  that  privilege  being  common,  at  pre- 
sent, for  all  nations,  under  certain  regulations  and  estab- 
lished principles. 

But  as  to  the  article  of  flour,  it  appears  very  singular 
here  that  it  should  be  insisted  on  as  a  capital  point,  and 
considered  as  an  essential  obstacle  to  the  accotpplishment 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  Stales.  One 
would  imagine  that  the  subjects  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  fdly  satisfied  with  the  advantages  which 
they  already  derive  from  the  sale  of  their  grain  in  Por- 
tugal, and  would  not  envy  the  poor  people  of  this  king- 
dom the  small  benefit  arisiog  from  the  manufacture. 

This  regulation,  therefore,,  is  so  just  m  its  principles 
and  impartial  in  its  effects,  that  none  of  the  European 
nations  accustomed  to  a  like  trade  have  said  any  thing 
against  it;  and  that  even  Russia,  whose  transportation 
and  navigation  are  much  more  difficult,  has  not  thought 
proper  to  make  any  objection.  Besides,  custom,  which 
regulates  every  thing,  demonstrates  that  the  difficulties 
mentioned  are  specious ;  since  the  greatest  part  of 
the  American  vessels  which  have  entered  at  Lisbon  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year  were  laden  with  grain  from 
North  America ;  and  you  will  be  able  to  judge  yourself, 
by  the  representation  herewith  enclosed,  what  great 
advantages  this  growing  commerce  promises,  and  the 
consequences  that  will  resqit  therefrom  to  Portugal  and 
the  United  States. 

After  what  I  have  just  said  to  you.  Sir,  it  remains  only 
for  me  to  make  two  observations,  as  simple  as  sincere : 

1st.  That  the  prohibition  in  question  has  been  a 
universal  and  economical  law,  the  intent  of  which  cannot 
give  offence  to  any  nation  in  particular. 
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2d.  That  Portugal  bad  uiii  yet  any  commerdal  coo- 
sezioos  with  the  United  States  of  North  America  when 
such  a  law  was  promulgated,  or  those  which  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  rice  and  foreign  indigo  in  these  dominions. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  very  great  surprise  that  the  Court 
of  lisbon  has  just  been  informed  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with  respect  to  the  wines  and 
,  fruits  of  Portugal,  by  way  of  making  amends,  in  a  manner 
altogether  pointed  and  directly  against  this  kingdom;  as 
well  as  the  unmerited  difference  that  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  has  made  between  wines  of  this  kingdom  and 
those  of  other  countries,  in  laying  thereon  other  and 
more  heavy  duties.  Such  a  proceeding,  with  respect  id  a 
power  who  treats  the  subjects  and  n^erchandises  of  the 
United  States  without  the  least  dbtinctioo  of  nation,  is 
astonishing,  and  not  conformable  with  the  views  of  her 
Majesty  to  establish  with  them  a  system  of  friendship 
and  commerce  as  mutual  as  reciprocal.  It  is  for  this 
reason,  Sir,  that  the  Queen  has  charged  me  to  enjoin  you 
to  communicate  this  matter  to  Mr.  Ackms,  and  expressly  to 
solicit  that  Minister  to  transmit  the  same  to  his  Sovere^n. 
Her  Majesty  wishing  to  give  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  her  r^ard  and 
her  sincere  desire  to  facilitate  every  proper  means  to 
cement  the  friendship  between  the  two  nations,  expects 
from  the  justice  of  these  States  a  revocation  of  such 
statutes,  and  allows  them  all  convenient  time  for  that 
purpose.  But  if,  contrary  to  every  hope,  they  persist 
in  supporting  them,  it  cannot  be  thought  ill  if  her  said 
Majesty  takes  proper  arrangements  against  such  unpro- 
voked, violent,  and  partial  measures* 

With  respect  to  a  reciprocal  nomination  of  Ministers, 
her  Majesty  is  disposed,  upoq  this  article,  to  be  goveiaed 
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by  the  mteirtions  of  CoDgress— •either  to  choose  simple 
agents,  or  persons  nnore  characterized.  Her  said  Majesty 
will  attend  to  it  as  soon  as  sbe  shall  be, assured  that  the 
Congress  is  disposed  to  receive  them,  and  to  send,  on 
their  part,  to  Lisbon,  some  other  person  in  the  s^me 
character. 

[Delivered  to  Mr.  Adams  by  the  Portuguese  Envoy,  24th  Februa- 
ry, 1786.] 

Account  of  vessels,  American  and  foreign^  coming  from 
the  ports  of  North  America,  which  entered  at  Lisbon 
in  1785. 


American  vessels  from  the  ports 

American  vessels  vlach  arrived 

of  the  United  States. 

from  foreign  porCs.       * 

Virginia           -         -  14 

From  Spain       -        -       1 

Boston            -        -    6 

Fayal       -         -         -       1 

Maryland   •    -        -     6 

Great  Britain  and   its 

New  York      -         -    8 

dependencies          -       3 

Philadelphia  -         -     5 

Madeira    -        -        -       1 

The  two  Carolinas       6 

France      -        -         -       1 

Rhode  Island           -     2 

Ireland      ...       2 

Salem^&;  Alexandria    2 

Ostend       -         -        .       l 

— 

Petersburg         -         -    ,  1 

49 


11 


Foreign  vessels  which  arrived 
from  the  same  ports. 


English 

-  10 

Portuguese     - 

-    9 

Danish 

-     2 

Swedish 

-    3 

N.  B.  The  above  77  ves- 

Imperial 

-     1 

sels  brought  wheat,  Indian 

.  Dutch 

.    2 

corn,  peas,  tar,  rosin,  tur- 

Russian 

.     1 

pentine,   codfish,  ship   lim- 

— 

ber,  staves,  and  gentian. 

28 


77 
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Second  accotmt  of  nesi^  which  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Lisbon  for  North  America  in  the  year  1785. 

American  vessels  for  the  ports     American  vessels  which  sailed  from 


of  the  United  States. 

Lisbon  for  the  European  ] 

[>orls. 

Virgmla 

-    6 

For  Spain 

-     1 

Boston   - 

-  13 

Fayal 

-     1 

Maryland 

-    5 

England     - 

-     1 

New  York      - 

.    5 

St.  Ubes    - 

-  13 

Philadelphia    - 

-    7 

— 

Carolina 

.     2 

16 

Rhode  Island  - 

.     2 

From  the  other  part 

-  40 

40 

56 

Foreign  vessels  for  the  same  ports. 

Portuguese 

-    2 

English 

.  11 

Danish 

-     1 

Swedish 

-    3 

» 

Oldenburg      - 

-     1 

18 

58 
The  above  58  vessels  carried  with  them  fruit,  salt, 
wine,  and  tea. 
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